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For more information on USPTA Middle 
States Convention and to receive a conference 
brochure contact Tim Irwin at 610-730-0042  
or e-mail tirwin1213@aol.com. 

UNITED STATES PROFESIONAL TENNIS  
ASSOCIATION INVITES EVERYONE TO THE  

2009 MIDDLE STATES TENNIS CONVENTION

Friday & Saturday February 6 & 7
Hempfield Recreation Complex
950 Church Street
Landisville, PA

HIGHEST LEVEL AND RELEVANT EDUCATION
NETWORKING WITH USPTA PRO’S
AND FRIENDS OF USPTA MS 
 
LEARN ABOUT... 
•Sustaining success through  
 reversing the pyramid
•Creating connections
•Challenging assumptions
•Customer Service
•Expanding your career

…ALONG WITH NEW DRILLS AND ON-COURT  
TRAINING WITH ATTENDEE PARTICIPATION 

“2 days you won’t want to miss” 

•Seeing the big picture
•Technology
•Opportunities knocking
•Diversification
•Specialization

ADVERTISEMENT

HEADLINE SPEAKERS 

Jack Groppel, Ph.D.

Bruce LevineBill Kurtain Ed McQuillan

Bill MountfordStan Oley

Reversing The Pyramid
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 • A tennis club in AMD aids the  
    fight to Go Green!

 •  CPD tennis enthusiast Tom 
Sweitzer  honored nationally

 •  DD tennis resort honored by 
TENNIS magazine

 •  Several EPD members have a 
fall to remember

 •  NJD volunteer retires after 21 
years of USTA service

 • PATD teens compete at the JTT 
National Championship
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08 Cover Story
A Championship Journey
Seven USTA League Adult and Senior 
teams finished in the top four of their 
respective divisions at the 2008 USTA 
League presented by Chrysler National 
Championships. A few of the team 
captains share their team’s approach to the 
season, and also, why they believe they 
were successful.

13  Diversity 
 The Woodford Tennis Club (WTC)

celebrated a golden anniversary this fall. 
The first African American tennis club 
on the East Coast, WTC has provided 
tennis opportunities to neighborhood 
children in Philadelphia for 50 years. 

15  Community 
Development
Two USTA Middle States members 
received the prestigious Eve Kraft 
Community Service Award. The 
individuals have been honored 
for their commitment to serving 
underprivileged youth through  
the game of tennis.

16 Jr. Team Tennis
  Making memories in Mobile. Five Jr. 

Team Tennis (JTT) teams represented 
the section at the JTT National 
Championship this fall. Find out how 
the teams fared, and what went down 
in The Port City.

20 College Tennis 
  Two section-based collegiate tennis 

teams learned the true meaning 
of “teamwork” at the Division II 
National Championships Festival. 
Learn what off-the-court experience 
left a lasting impression. 

23  Tennis On Campus
 Lehigh University once again 

played host to the section’s premier 
Tennis On Campus event – the 2008 
Campus Championship – Middle 
States. Pennsylvania State University 
punched its ticket to Nationals, 
but it wasn’t the only team making 
headlines.
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Malcolm Riley 
 

To my Middle States family and friends,  
 
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your President for the last two years. During this 
time, we have celebrated many accomplishments, such as – the launch and successful immersion of 
QuickStart Tennis, the growth of the Tennis On Campus program and annual Section Championship, 
and the positive response to the USTA No-Cut Program, which many school districts and coaches across 
the section have adopted. 
 
There are numerous people who played a role in these accomplishments. I would like to thank the 
volunteers, the Community Tennis Associations, and the District and Section leadership for their 
tireless and beyond-the-call-of-duty dedication. Their efforts ensure we are able to encourage tennis for 
everyone, regardless of age, background or ability. 
 
As I travel around the section, I marvel at the expressions of gratitude I have received from our members 
for the programs and activities we provide.  I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the love that is 
expressed when people speak to me about our dedicated Tennis Service Representatives and their value 
to USTA Middle States. I’ve become very humbled by these kind words. There is no “I” in “team”, for it 
was the entire USTA Middle States team that made these last two years under my tenure- a success.  For 
that, I offer to each and everyone my sincere appreciation for allowing me to lead such a great caliber of 
tennis lovers.

For the last year and a half, our staff has functioned under the accomplished leadership of Executive Director 
Marlynn Orlando.  Not only has she made positive changes within the section, she has also changed, 
positively so, how we are perceived nationally. Her impact has been laudable and she deserves kudos.

Although my tenure is over, I will continue to support the section as a member of the Board of Directors. 
I am proud to pass the baton to our very 
capable new President, Jeffrey Harrison. 
I know you will support Jeff and his 
leadership team as we continue to fulfill 
our mission, “To promote and develop the 
growth of tennis.”

With gratitude and humility, 
 
Malcolm Riley

Jeffrey Harrison  
Greetings tennis enthusiasts, 
 
I’m honored to become the 42nd President of USTA Middle 
States and I look forward to continuing the success that Malcolm 
Riley and the previous Presidents have instilled. I am excited about the possibilities the next two years 
bring. Recently, the section has experienced tremendous growth in many of its programs, and with the 
leadership of the newly appointed Board of Directors, volunteers and staff, I look forward to continuing 
this encouraging trend.  
 
Middle States has been in my blood for more than 15 years.  I played tennis at the University of Delaware, 
then served the section in numerous capacities – from staff member, Community Tennis Association 
President, District President, Middle States Committee Chair and now, I am thrilled to be President. 
 
The mission of USTA Middle States is simple, “To promote and develop the growth of tennis,” and the 
goal for my tenure is simple too – to get more people, all people, on court.  
 
I am looking forward to meeting and working with many of you to grow the game of tennis and to get 
more people playing.  Think BIG in 2009. 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Jeffrey Harrison

Malcolm Riley and Jeffrey Harrison

President’s Message
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Every year at about the same time in the Northeast, trees start to change 
colors and leaves fall to the ground.  The days begin to grow shorter, 
and shorts and T-shirts are replaced with sweatpants and sweatshirts to 
keep away the brisk air that has quickly grown frigid.  Not only does this 
imagery remind us that autumn is coming and winter is almost upon us, 
but it is also an indication that the outdoor tennis nets will be put away, 
and the local indoor tennis facilities will be buzzing with patrons.

Upon moving indoors, tennis enthusiasts will find quite a few differences 
in their beloved pastime that parallel the climate changes that are occurring 
outside.  At first glance, these disparities may seem tough to manage, but 

after a short adjustment period, your rhythm will gradually come back to you.

The biggest adjustment of playing indoors is the weather, or lack thereof.  Playing outdoors, the 
wind, sun, and background scenery, can all wreak havoc on any given day.  Although different 
lightings and backdrops take time to get used to when moving indoors, neither player has to deal 
with the elements Mother Nature throws our way.

Varying surfaces are another peculiar item that indoor players are confronted with.  Indoor surfaces  
can fluctuate from carpet, hard rubber, softer rubber, and even hard courts.  With the carpet and 
rubber surfaces, the pace and height of the ball bounce can be extremely dissimilar to the slower, 
higher bounce one may find on an outdoor clay or hard court.  It is often said that everything moves 
a lot quicker when you play tennis indoors.  In many instances the ball does bounce faster, but 
playing in an enclosed area is a constant reminder that it is essential to build some anticipation into 
your game to keep up.  Inside, the ball will not usually wear down as quickly, in comparison to the 
friction most outdoor courts possess.

When winter rolls around, scheduling is a major factor as to how much tennis one might play.  To 
explain, many locations experience a shortage of indoor facilities, leading to a delicate situation 
of trying to reserve court time.  Hopefully there is a club nearby that, even with all the winter 
contracts, league play, and junior programs going on, can still provide ample court time for anyone 
that needs to schedule a court.

There are those tennis devotees that will only play inside, but there is a share that still loves the 
beauty and serenity of playing outdoors.  However, tennis will always be the greatest sport on earth – 
whether played on a hot summer day in a public park, or in the cozy confines of an air-conditioned 
club.  Once you have allowed your body and mind to adjust to the several peculiarities that you may 
encounter, you will find that it doesn’t take long to get right back into the swing of things.  

Brian Denis  is the Tennis Director at the Summit Tennis & Athletic Club in Altoona, Pa.  He is also a 
certified PTR-Level 2A Professional and is both the Boy’s and Girl’s tennis coach at Hollidaysburg Area  
High School.

Allegheny 
Mountain 
Contributor

Tom Benic

Central PA  
Contributor

Richard
Rauenzahn

Delaware 
Contributor

Monique
Holloway

Eastern PA
Contributor

Loretta
DeWalt

New Jersey
Contributor

Ann LoPrinzi

Philadelphia 
Contributor

Karen
Jennings

District 
Contributors

Guest columnist – Brian Denis
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Tennis Shorts NeWS fROM AROUND THe SeCTION

USTA Middle States would like to acknowledge the many tennis clubs and facilities 
that host Jr. Team Tennis, USTA Leagues, and USTA tournaments. These clubs and 
facilities are continually helping us reach our mission – To promote and develop the 
growth of tennis! All the best in 2009!

Allegheny Mountain 
The Warren Tennis Boosters officially opened newly-
renovated tennis courts in Betts Park in October. 
The courts, which are located in Warren, Pa., a small 
community nestled against the Allegheny National Forest 
in the state’s Northwest corner, have been a mainstay in 
the town park since 1979. Major contributors to the 
court renovations included the Betts Foundation, the 
Community Foundation of Warren County, United 
Refining Company and the USTA. In addition, several 
significant contributions came from the community, 
individual contributors and coaches and members of the 
Warren Dragon Tennis squad. The courts will be used 
for free tennis instruction and league play as early as this 
spring. Photo Courtesy of The Times Observer

In 2008, Embrace Your Dreams (EYD) added two 
new after-school tennis programs to its growing list of 
participants. The first program is held at Clearview 
Elementary School (Bethlehem, Pa.) and run by EYD 
head tennis coach Matt Beal. The second program is held 
at Dieruff High School (Allentown, Pa.) and coached by 
Katie Granson-Cassese, EYD board member and former 
Head Tennis Coach at Yale University. Both of these 
programs will bring tennis to underserved youth in the 
area. Nearly a decade old, this non-profit organization 
in the Lehigh Valley continues to accomplish its mission, 
which is to impact the lives of young people of diverse 
backgrounds by providing life skills education as part of 
golf and tennis instruction. 

Mark Secrest, 18, of Huntingdon, Pa., had only day-
dreamed about hitting tennis balls with his all-time favorite 
tennis player Andre Agassi. One day last fall, Secrest 
found himself volleying shots and trading tennis stories 
at a Pro-Am with the eight-time Grand Slam champion 
when The Andre Agassi Charitable Foundation® and the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation® teamed-up to grant his wish. 
When he wasn’t getting tennis advice from Agassi, Secrest 
also watched a Pro-Am doubles match featuring James 
Blake and the Bryan Brothers. He exchanged gifts with 
Agassi and presented him with a Penn State sweatshirt 
and Huntingdon tennis gear. “It is the most amazing 
thing that could ever happen to you, if you like tennis,” 
said Secrest. “I will never forget that day.” Photo Courtesy 
of The Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Delaware  
On November 1st, Marty Godwin, Director of Tennis 
and Athletics at Kings Creek Country Club, hosted The 
Boo Bash in Rehoboth Beach, Del., to benefit area food 
banks in time for the holidays.  Children and adults 
were asked to come in costume to play exciting tennis 
games and participate in a fun-filled round robin.  All 
participants donated canned goods to help supply the 
holiday demand of the already depleted stocks of the 
neighborhood, Food Bank. Over 50 people attended. 
Godwin dressed as Elvis and even provided a karaoke 
rendition of a song for the crowd. The event was a huge 
success and everyone had a great time.

Mercer County’s crown jewel just got a little brighter 
with the opening of the new indoor tennis center at the 
Mercer County Park. The center houses six courts and 
is equipped with heat and air conditioning, allowing 
matches to be played year round at one location for the 
first time. The new 42,360 square-foot center is located 
adjacent to the 22 outdoor courts and will be called the 
Mercer County Tennis Center. Having the indoor and 
outdoor courts in one location makes it convenient for 
all the programming and special events that take place 
at the facility. The center which will house year-round 
programming under the guidance of Marc Vecchiolla, 
the county’s tennis director, replaces the Mercer County 
Indoor Tennis Center, which opened in 1968 and is in a 
state of disrepair. Photo courtesy of Judith Arnold

Philadelphia  
Help an underprivileged youth learn to play tennis. 
The Philadelphia Area Tennis District has published a 
beautiful, color photo calendar: “Courts of Philadelphia…
Century Old Clubs” showcasing photographs for twelve 
of the district’s most prestigious tennis clubs. This charity 
fundraising calendar costs just $10. One hundred percent 
of the proceeds will go toward organizations that promote 
tennis among Philadelphia’s underserved youth. It’s a 
perfect gift for friends, teammates and tennis captains. 
And you’ll have the satisfaction of knowing you have 
helped to spread the love of tennis in our district. Order 
forms are available online: www.philadelphia.usta.com  
or contact our office: patdtennis@comcast.net. 

Eastern PA New JerseyCentral PA
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Cover Story

It was an October to remember for the more than 20 Adult and 
Senior USTA League teams that represented USTA Middle States at 
the USTA League presented by Chrysler Adult and Senior National 
Championships. For seven of those teams their experience was even 

sweeter, as they finished inside the top four, including two teams that 
went all the way.

Ken Palumbo, captain of the 3.5 Senior men’s team from Philadelphia 
that finished second, attributes his team’s success to “good talent, lots 

of fun and a little luck.” While Palumbo couldn’t have summed it up 
any better, we spoke with a few captains and team members about their 
team’s journey to the National Championships and how they believe they 
got there.

The teams believed they were successful through their local leagues 
and both section and national championships because of friendship, 
commitment, confidence, and determination.

Bette Swenson, captain of the 3.0 Senior women’s team that took third 
place, said, “We have been friends for a very long time; we had excellent 
coaching and we were determined, at the very least, to have fun.”

Palumbo noted his team’s emphasis on determination and the desire to 
improve and advance.

Bill Houseal, captain of the 4.0 Senior men’s team that took home the 
National Championship, noted the importance of having a team that is 
committed and truly enjoys each other’s company.

“I think we were successful because we had a lot of belief in ourselves 
as far as being a good team,” Houseal said. “We had a group of guys 
who were committed to the team. They had every intention of staying 
together through the local league and into the Section Championship 
and National Championship. We maintained such a strong camaraderie 
that it really helped us along our journey.”

The journey for each team became even more intense after winning their 
Section Championship. In fact, many of the teams bumped up their 

Seven Middle States teams place in the top 
four at USTA League National Championships

Two teams won National Championships in 2008. The 4.0 Senior men (cover photo) and the 5.5 Open men (above). In this photo, the men, comprising the 5.5 Open team from Sea 
Colony, Del., celebrate their victory. The team dedicated its win to Sea Colony Tennis Pro Harry Hipps who is battling cancer. Photo identification: Front Row (L-R): Ray Silveria, 
Mike Duquette, Davidson Kozlowski, Dave Marshall (Captain), David McPherson, Ryan Valentine. Back Row (L-R): Bryan Knepper, Slawek Szeremeta, Hans Spangenberg.

By: Carrie Rupp

A Season to 
Remember
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USTA Middle States - Top Four Place Finishers
2008 USTA League National Championships 

1st Place  
1st Place
2nd Place 
3rd Place 
3rd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

practice schedule and began working on different skills.

After facing a lot of lobs and overheads at the Section Championship, 
Palumbo and his team incorporated these skills into their practice 
regimen. Swenson and her teammates changed their practice schedule 
from once a week to three times a week. While Sean McElroy, a member 
of the men’s 5.0 team that took fourth place, said his team gathered for a 
few extra practices before the National Championship, but that all of his 
teammates did “a great job of staying sharp” before their trip to Indian 
Wells, Calif.

In addition to their revamped practice schedule, many of the teams 
developed their own strategies in preparation for the national 
competition. 

“Our strategy was to be as 
prepared as possible and expect to 
win,”McElroy said. Gareth Gibson, 
one of McElroy’s teammates, noted, 
“We tried to put ourselves in the 
best possible position to win two 
matches per round. After playing 
our first match and with injuries 
and tiredness entering the picture, 
we had to make sure we had a solid understanding of our opponent’s 
strengths, weaknesses and options.”

Houseal mentioned his team’s focus on consistency, and maintaining the 
same level of talent that helped them reach the National Championship. 

“Our team’s talent level is very equal; any given Sunday someone different 
can win for us,” Houseal said. “We decided to play the team that might 
have been a tad more consistent throughout the season.”

Swenson said her team’s main strategy was to remain focused at all times, 
to keep the ball in play and to ride the wave of winning the Section 
Championship, while Palumbo spoke of maintaining the comfort level 
between partners. 

“I believe in building doubles teams inside of teams; keeping the same 
players together throughout the season has helped us through the years,” 
Palumbo said. “There are some guys on our team who have been playing 
doubles together for years – that is a big plus.”

While all of their strategies paid off in the reward of a top four finish, 
some of the captains say they might approach things a little differently if 
they have the chance to advance to the National Championships again.

“I think each section has to be taken very seriously,” McElroy said. “Any 
team that reaches Nationals is by definition a ‘good team.’ Where a team 
is from probably has less to do with their success level than other factors, 
such as: weather, injuries, etc.”

Houseal mentioned he would like to have the commitment of a few more 
team members to make the trip.

“I only took seven players, other 
teams had 9 or 10,” Houseal said. 
“It’s tough, because you don’t want 
to make a guy travel to Nationals 
who may not get a chance to play, 
but at the same time, it’s better 
to have more players there in case 

of injury, or because of the heat. We were very fortunate with as hot as 
it was that no one got sick or injured. If that would have happened, we 
probably wouldn’t have won.”

Whether the captains would make changes or not, there’s one thing they 
definitely wouldn’t change…the success of their teams and the memories 
they made at the National Championships. 

“My favorite part was meeting the players from the different sections,” 
Houseal said. “Everyone was so nice, and so excited to be there. It was a 
fun, fun time. Everyone was there to win, but it wasn’t a blood and guts 
thing, everyone was just happy to be there as a team, representing their 
section, and just hoping for the best.” •

“I think we were successful because we had 
a lot of belief in ourselves as far as being a  
good team,” Houseal said. “We had a group 
of guys who were committed to the team.”

–  4.0 Senior men  
–  5.5 Open men 
–  3.5 Senior men
–  3.0 Adult men
–  3.5 Adult women
–  3.0 Senior women 
–  5.0 Adult men

–   Central PA District
–   Delaware District
–   Philadelphia District
–   Central PA District
–   Philadelphia District
–   Central PA District
–   Philadelphia District

–   Captain Bill Houseal
–   Captain Dave Marshall
–   Captains Kenneth Palumbo & Tom Shelly
–   Captain Kosta Kontanis
–   Captain Lauri Black
–   Captain Bette Swenson
–   Captains Keith Studnick & Sean McElroy

Complete tournament recaps and photos of all seven teams can be found  
on the section’s Web site: www.middlestates.usta.com.
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What do you think of when you hear 
“United States Tennis Association 
(USTA)?” If you think of the US 

Open or the Olympus US Open Series you’re 
correct. But there’s a lot more involved than just 
these professional tournaments. Programming for 
children 10-and-under as well as teenagers, adults 
and senior citizens, scholarships, grants, and 
educational initiatives are the heart of the USTA’s 
mission – to promote and develop the growth of 
tennis.

And while some may know the USTA is based in 
White Plains, N.Y., many don’t realize the USTA 
is organized into 17 sections, nor do many know 
each section has its own Board of Directors and 
staff working hard just for you.

If you receive this magazine, then you are a part 
of the USTA Middle States section – a four-
state region consisting of Delaware, New Jersey 
(excluding a 30-mile radius around New York 
City), Pennsylvania and the panhandle of West 
Virginia. USTA Middle States, a not-for-profit 
organization, boasts more than 30,000 individual 
members and 450 organizational members. 

USTA Middle States welcomes our 2009-2010  
Board of Directors

With the New Year, comes a new Board of 
Directors for USTA Middle States. This Board, 
which will serve a two-year term, contains Middle 
States members from different backgrounds, 
various professions, and ranging tennis skill levels. 
But what these individuals do have in common 
is their love of tennis and their dedication to the 
Middle States section.

The Middle States Board provides the strategic 
direction and leadership for the section.  By 
evaluating and establishing goals, policies and 
objectives, the Board provides the road map which 
the staff and other volunteers follow to achieve the 
mission.  This group of dedicated volunteers needs 
to thoroughly understand the complexities of the 
USTA as well as the fundamental workings  
of the section.  

The board consists of executive committee 
members elected by the current board, two past 
presidents, district delegates appointed from the 
six districts, and up to five presidential appointees 
selected by the President. •

-Carrie Rupp

We are – USTA 
Middle States

2009-2010 USTA Middle States Board of Directors
TITLE NAME HOME DISTRICT

President Jeff Harrison Delaware

Sr. Vice President Patricia Weger Philadelphia

Secretary Ellen Williams New Jersey

Treasurer Ruth Roulston Central PA

VP, Community Development Bruce Kisthardt Eastern PA

VP, Junior Development & Competition Gina Pileggi New Jersey

VP, Adult Activities Sue-Anne Stuntz Eastern PA

VP, People Resources Richard Green Central PA

VP, Marketing & Communications Jill Fonte Philadelphia

Delegate/Immediate Past President Malcolm Riley Philadelphia

Past President Jay Witmer Central PA

Past President Bette Salmon Allegheny Mountain

Presidential Appointee David Goodman Philadelphia

Presidential Appointee Scott Tharp Philadelphia

Presidential Appointee Christian Sockel Eastern PA

Presidential Appointee George Parnell New Jersey

Presidential Appointee Laura Canfield Philadelphia

District Delegate Tom Benic Allegheny Mountain

District Delegate Mary Ann Kaplan Central PA

District Delegate Paul Costello Delaware

District Delegate Jack Monick Eastern PA

District Delegate Carol MacLean New Jersey

District Delegate Marie Seward Philadelphia

District Delegate Rose Weinstein  Philadelphia

Members of the 2009-2010 USTA Middle States Executive Committee
Front Row (L-R): Patricia Weger and Jeff Harrison; Middle Row (L-R): Sue-Anne Stuntz, Ruth Roulston, Gina 
Pileggi, Jill Fonte, and Ellen Williams; Back Row (L-R): Richard Green, Malcolm Riley, and Jay Witmer.
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Membership

What Reginald “Reggie” Day of Bryn 
Mawr, Pa., thought was initially a “great financial 
decision,” turned into a decision that positively 
impacted his life, career, and health.

Day doesn’t remember when exactly he purchased 
a Lifetime Membership to the United States 
Tennis Association (USTA), claiming “it was that 
long ago.” Although he does remember he began 
playing the sport of tennis around the age of 12. 

“I remember thinking if I was gong to continue 
playing tennis, competing in tournaments and 
just staying involved in all aspects of the sport  
it would be a great financial decision to become  
a Lifetime Member,” Day said. “I think it was 
only around $100 at that time.”

Fast forward 48 years, and the 60-year-old 
husband, father and grandfather, is still active  
in the sport – as a player, a coach and a member 
of the Philadelphia District Board of Directors. 

Day, an active child and all-around athlete,  
was introduced to tennis the summer after eighth 
grade by a friend who invited him to play at  
the local park. He says he “naturally” picked it  
up and loved it at first forehand. Day gave up 
baseball to focus on tennis. The switch paid off  
as he continued his tennis career in college at 
Notre Dame. 

After graduation, Day began his career as a 
teacher and coach, coaching many sports, 
including tennis, football and basketball. In 1977, 
his career brought him to the Philadelphia area, 
taking a position at Radnor High School. Day 

Everyday Tennis
also spent time teaching and coaching at Malvern 
Prep and Academy Park High School, as well as 
Cabrini College, where he coached tennis for 17 
years. 

When Day arrived in Philadelphia he immediately 
began playing USTA Middle States tournaments, 
and he says his participation helped him develop 
a very close circle of friends. It was this group of 
friends that encouraged him to get involved in  
the Philadelphia District Board. 

“I really cared about tennis and I felt it was 
important to play tournaments in order to 
support the sport and the USTA,” Day said. “I  
was honored when I was asked to be on the Board.”

Day says his background in grassroots tennis – 
growing up in the parks, learning to play from 
watching and imitating better players, hitting 
against a wall to improve his skills – created a 
strong affiliation with grassroots players and is one 
of the many reasons he has enjoyed being a coach. 

Coaching and volunteering through the USTA are 
opportunities Day says, “For me to give back to a 
sport that has done a tremendous amount for me 
in my life.” 

A Bryn Mawr man’s lifetime devotion to tennis

Tennis has also infiltrated into one of Day’s 
hobbies – photography – as he is the official 
photographer for the Philadelphia Freedoms of 
the World TeamTennis league. An opportunity 
that keeps him busy during his summer vacations 
from teaching, and also provides the “icing on the 
cake” in the form of meeting many of the sport’s 
premier athletes.

While Day seems like he doesn’t have time to hit 
the court, don’t let his busy schedule fool you.  
His goal – to continue playing and winning well 
into his 90’s. A feat he thinks is easily attainable. 

“At my age now, I am in very good physical shape 
– and I attribute that to all my days of playing 
tennis.”

Day has certainly put his Lifetime Membership 
to good use, and USTA Middle States commends 
his wonderful and countless contributions to the 
organization and to the sport of tennis.

If you are interested in becoming a member, or 
renewing your membership, please call the USTA 
membership hotline at 1-800-990-8782. •

-Carrie Rupp
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Middle States Celebrates 15th Annual Hall of Fame

In its 15th year, the Hall of Fame honors 
those whose combined achievements in and 
contributions to tennis in Middle States, build  
the pathway to fulfill its mission – to promote  
and develop the growth of tennis.

Friends, colleagues and family were on hand to 
applaud the dedication of Jane Brown Grimes, 
Ann Hoffmann (posthumously), Wallace Johnson 
(posthumously), Edward McQuillin, Rose 
Weinstein and George Wills.  This annual dinner 
provides an opportunity for all who love the game 
of tennis to celebrate the past and support the 
future.  Proceeds from the dinner and the silent 
and live auction fund the Middle States Tennis 
Patrons’ Foundation grants budget, of which a 
portion will be donated to the Delaware Tennis 
Foundation.

Advanta led the support of this funding as 
presenting sponsor, and USTA contributed as  
the associate sponsor.  Thanks to our sponsors  
and the individuals who attended, advertised  
and made donations, the event raised close to 
$50,000. •

Hall of Fame

Inductees (L to R), Edward McQuillin, Rose Weinstein, Jane Brown Grimes and George Wills are flanked by Malcolm Riley, Jr., President, USTA MS and 
Henry Talbert, Jr., Master of Ceremonies at the Mendenhall Inn. Photo courtesy of Judith Arnold and Claire Walton.

Ann Hoffmann and Wallace Johnson family members Rick, Harry and Robert Hoffmann (left) and Mary Ann Oaks 
(right) join (L to R) Jane Brown Grimes, Rose Weinstein, Edward McQuillin and George Wills after the trophy 
presentations. Photo courtesy of Judith Arnold and Claire Walton.

Close to 300 enthusiasts gathered at the Mendenhall Inn in Chadds Ford in October to honor  
an outstanding class of six individuals with their induction into the Middle States Hall of Fame.  
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Grace Stevenson displays five decades worth of memories

Diversity

Celebrating P hilly’s 
 Tennis Pioneers
Ninety-one-year-old Grace Stevenson is no 

longer able to hit her signature forehand 
that earned her so many tennis titles and 

trophies in her day.  But hundreds of others carry 
on her love of tennis because of the sacrifice she and  
seven Philadelphia tennis pioneers made 50 years ago. 

Stevenson is one of the few surviving founders 
of Philadelphia’s historic Woodford Tennis Club 
— the first black owned tennis club on the East 
Coast.  Even more significantly, the club just 
celebrated its 50th anniversary.  

“It feels great to be part of history and that’s what it 
is,” said Stevenson. “To purchase a place of that caliber 
and know that it’s still here today.  It’s just wonderful.”

Fifty years ago the only place Grace and her tennis 
friends were even allowed to play was in the public 
parks.  “That’s because at so many of the clubs back 
then – the black people weren’t allowed to join or 
play,” Stevenson added.

Playing conditions at the nearest public park were 
less than ideal.  “People would walk right across the 
court while we were playing,” remembers Willie Young.  

Eighty-four-year-old Gladstone Booth agreed, “So 
we just wanted to have something of our own.”

With the help of their leader, Royal Sims, the 
group got together and started looking for  
a club. A former city detective tipped them off  
to a Wister Street mansion that was for sale.   
The property backed up to a public park with 
three overgrown clay courts.  

“We decided that we would get together and buy 
the house,” said Gladstone. “We got about four 
or five people who put up money for a down 
payment.” Others bought shares. 

Mayor Rizzo helped them acquire the courts  
and public park land behind the house.  

“We went to City Hall to see if we could buy  
some of the land,” remembers Leroy  “Micky” 
Dickerson.  “They wouldn’t sell it but what they 
did was give us a 99 year lease for a dollar a year, 
and they gave us the authority to develop the land 
and build on it as long as we maintained it.  And 
that’s how we got here.”

Dickerson says they organized weekend work 
crews.  They renovated the house, cleared the land 
and rebuilt the courts. 

“People in the neighborhood didn’t accept us 
initially,” said Dickerson. Vandals attacked the 
property and the club experienced break-ins.  
“But Royal Sims was a diplomat and eventually 
won them over.”

In time, the seven-member club grew to include 
285 people. They added fencing, lighting and 
later, two additional hard courts. They even built a 
pool for the youngsters, which they enjoyed until 
safety issues forced them to fill it in.

Woodford club players made a name for 
themselves on the American Tennis Association 
(ATA) and USTA circuits. They formed caravans 
and traveled together to a host of tournaments up 
and down the east coast and in California, Atlanta 
and New Orleans.

“We even met with the Bermuda tennis group 
and we started going there every other year and 
they would come here,” adds Stevenson.

Today, Woodford’s membership has shrunk to 
just forty. But in the summers, the club’s courts 
are filled by neighborhood church youth campers 
who flock to the courts to learn to play.

Stevenson says it gives her great satisfaction to see 
a second generation enjoying the sport that gave 
her so much gratification.

“It was so wonderful that we could do something 
that was helpful, beneficial,” said Stevenson.   
“I can look back with satisfaction and think of so 
many of the things that I would not have had the 
privilege of doing had I not been a tennis player 
and one of the founders of Woodford.” •

-Karen Jennings
Children fill the bleachers at one of Woodford’s Tennis clinics.

Members of the Woodford Tennis Club filled the pool during the hot summer days.
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ADVERTISEMENT

In the second round of the US Open this year, you played Rafael Nadal on 
Center Court. What was it like playing the No. 1 player in the world? 
Were you more nervous or excited? 

Playing the number one player in the world on the biggest stage of tennis 
was the greatest moment of my life. I have been playing tennis since I 
was six years old and every player growing up dreams to be in a match 

like that. I guess a dream would be the best way to describe it. It really felt surreal at first and the 
few days leading up to the match I don’t think it had really occurred to me what I was going to be 
participating in. For the hours in the locker room leading up to the match I was a bit nervous and 
trying to prepare myself for what it was going to be like. I would say I was a bit more nervous then 
my first match in Wilmington with the Smash. Once I walked on to the court and saw and heard all 
the people I got more excited than nervous really. Also, I think once I saw all my friends in the box it 
made me feel a bit more comfortable out there. The first set was a blur, which was expected, and then 
after that I settled in started to play better and make it a pretty competitive in the end.

You had rotator cuff surgery after the Open, how are you feeling and when do you think you’ll 
be able to start playing tournaments again? 

The news that I would have to have surgery on my shoulder was very tough to hear especially right 
after I had such a great experience at the Open and was starting to play the best tennis of my life. I 
am about 5 weeks out of surgery now and everything is going well. When they went in it actually 
turned out to be much better than originally thought and my recovery time went from 6 to 3 
months, which was good news. Unfortunately, I probably won’t be able to play tournaments again 
until February or March depending on how my rehab goes. I am still working hard in whatever ways 
I can and hoping to be back in action  
as soon as possible.  
 
Ryler is a graduate of the University of Illinois. 2008 marked his first season playing WTT with  
the Delaware Smash. 

A former standout junior, Ryler was born in Hawaii and captured the 
prestigious Bill Talbert Junior Sportmanship Award.

For more information check out delawaresmash.com  

and philadelphiafreedoms.com

STAY TUNED  
FOR THE 2009 

SCHEDULE AND 
MARQUEE PLAYERS 
TO BE RELEASED IN 

FEBRUARY!

Favorites…  
 
Movie: Movie is tough 
because I love watching 
movies and have so 
many favorites. I would 
have to say my all-time 
favorites are the really 
inspirational ones like 
Rocky (love Rocky IV) 
and Gladiator to name 
a few. 
 
Player: Pete Sampras 
 
City: Wilmington of 
course 
 
Sports Team: Cavs… 
Go Lebron!

Interview with World TeamTennis  Standout Ryler de Heart
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“It gives me great pleasure to see people  
learn how to play the game of tennis,” 
Humes said. “Eve loved tennis with a 
passion. She shared this passion with me 
and many others, including my wife Anne. 
I am sure Eve would be very happy to see 
me receive this award and to know that I 
continue to share her love of the game.”

Hank Merges’ dedication to the Tennis 
For Kids program in Pennsylvania’s York 
and Adams Counties make him a worthy 
recipient. Since the inception of TFK nearly 
18 years ago, it is estimated thousands of 
children have learned to play tennis through 
the program. Merges spends hundreds of 
hours a year to insure the sites are adequately 
staffed at 21 locations, and he continually 
fundraises money to be able to pay all of  
the site directors and instructors. 

Merges who said he was “stunned” when he 
received the news, said he was not 
expecting to receive the award – “I 
knew I had been nominated, but 
there are so many deserving people 
all around the country.”

Merges continued, “I’m very happy 
for all of us. I’m smart enough 
to know you don’t get anything 
done unless you surround yourself 
with good people, and we have 
a lot of good people working in 
this program, and I’m honored for 
all of them. I will take this as an 
organizational award, not a personal 
award.”

Henry “Hank” Merges

Junior CompetitionCommunity Development

Merges, who did not play tennis until he 
was 50, says the sport, “brought him a whole 
new world.” He made a lot of good friends 
and was able to find a link to children.

“When I became involved with tennis I was 
the editor of a local paper, and at the time 
many people were saying ‘there’s nothing for 
our children to do,’” Merges said. “With the 
help of others, we started this program and 
gave the children in our area something to 
do. And it’s been growing, and growing ever 
since.”

Merges and Humes will receive their awards 
at the 2009 USTA Community Tennis 
Development Workshop February 13-15  
in Hilton Head, S.C. •

-Carrie Rupp 

William “Bill” Humes

Selfless

Eve Kraft’s legacy to the sport of tennis 
dates back to 1955 when she began 
giving tennis lessons to her children 

and their friends on a court behind her 
home. This simple act was the impetus for 
the Princeton Tennis Program (PTP) – an 
initiative that has taught fundamentals to 
thousands of amateur players. While Kraft 
has contributed much more to the sport  
and to the USTA, it was the PTP that set  
her apart. Because of her dedication, the 
USTA renamed its’ USTA Community 
Service Award the Eve Kraft USTA 
Community Service Award in 2001. 

This award, given annually, to individuals 
who perpetuate their selfless mission to bring 
the game of tennis to anyone who wants to 
play, is especially significant this year as the 
two honorees are both from USTA Middle 
States. Henry (Hank) Merges and William 
(Bill) Humes were selected by the USTA 
Community Tennis Association (CTA) 
Committee as the 2009 Eve Kraft USTA 
Community Service Award honorees. Merges 
and Humes follow in the footsteps of nine 
prior USTA Middle States members who 
received the prestigious honor in years past. 

Bill Humes has a special connection to the 
award, as he was a great friend of Kraft’s. 

“Eve Kraft hired me to teach tennis in 1961,” 
Humes said. “She not only taught me how 
to teach tennis, but also how to play tennis 
well.”

Since that time, Humes has been involved in 
some capacity with the PTP, a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to bringing tennis to 
all, and with recreational tennis in general. 

Humes, who was “elated, honored and 
humbled,” upon hearing he had been 
selected, has dedicated 50 years to tennis, 
spending time teaching, coaching and 
volunteering. 

USTA Middle States
Eve Kraft Community Service Award Winners

1975 - Chris Beck, Philadelphia, Pa.
1978 - Donald Mercer, Mt. Lebanon, Pa.
1978 - James Knarr, Carnegie, Pa.
1983 - Larry Hampton, Wilmington, Del.
1987 - Oscar Sebastian, Dover, Del.
1988 - Julia A. Levering, Lancaster, Pa.
1991 - Faith Jolley, Wilmington, Del.
1993 - Perry Lin, Seaford, Del.
1995 - Marie “Licky” Randolph, Wilmington, Del.
1998 - Gene Thompson, New Castle, Del.
2002 - Harry Shur, Wilmington, Del.
2006 - Mary Moore, Wilmington, Del.
2009 - William “Bill” Humes, Princeton, N.J.
2009 - Henry “Hank” Merges, York, Pa.

Dedication
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Luck” Hershey Bars. Also, prior to arriving 
at the Championship, each team designed 
a team banner which was then displayed 
around the gorgeous 60-court facility. 

The true meaning of teamwork was 
exemplified when Kevin Lam of Team 
Deuce (14 Advanced), opened his tennis 
bag to warm up prior to his first match, 
and realized both of his rackets had been 
cracked in transport to Alabama. He 
needed to make a quick decision – which 
teammate could he borrow a racket from. 
All of his mates were glad to offer some 
help. While Lam’s dilemma was easily 
solved, other players had harder decisions 
to make. Some of the talented competitors 
from Pennsylvania had the tough decision 
of whether to head south to Alabama or to 
stay home to represent their high schools, 
because coincidentally the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(PIAA) Girls Singles and Doubles Tennis 

Championships were scheduled for the 
same weekends.

Corinne Jones of the Fantastic Fuzz (18 
Advanced) decided to forego her chance  
to represent her high school, State College, 
at the Singles Championship, and instead 
travel to Mobile with her co-ed JTT team.

While the Fuzz was lucky enough to keep 
Jones, they needed to use a substitute 
player in order to field a full team, as 
another team member Jenna Hessert 
stayed home to represent her high school, 
Northern, at the Singles Championship. 
There wasn’t another advanced player 
that was available to come, so they 
recruited Natalie Greenholt from another 
Central PA District intermediate team. 
The Fuzz’s coach Michael McLaughlin 
commented that “She [Greenholt] was 
a little intimidated at first, thinking the 
competition would be really tough, but  

JTT NATIONAL  
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Jr. Team Tennis

Fantastic FuzzTeam Deuce

THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME!

F ive teams from USTA Middle 
States headed south for the USTA 
Jr. Team Tennis (JTT) National 

Championships and left with a lifetime  
of memories. 

“Team” was a recurring theme for the JTT 
participants over two exciting weekends 
this fall. The five teams competed October 
23-26 (14s) and October 31 - November 
2 (18s). A total of 63 teams from across 
the United States and Puerto Rico got 
the chance to compete for a National 
Championship at the Mobile Tennis 
Center in Mobile, Ala. 

One of the most memorable highlights 
from the event included the team gift 
exchange. Each team showcased their team 
pride and hometown spirit through a first-
round player gift exchange. One Middle 
States team gave Penn State Nittany Lion 
stuffed animals, while another gave “Good 

Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis & Education
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we were really proud to have her on 
our team. She held her own.” Despite 
Greenholt’s trepidation of the level of 
competition, she won four out of her six 
matches, in singles, mixed doubles and 
girls’ doubles throughout the weekend. 

“The unique thing about JTT is that it 
brings together players 
from different high 
schools, and we get to 
play different formats. 
I really enjoy the 
aspect of it being co-
ed,” said player Mary 
Kate Maloney of the 
Smashers (14 Intermediate).  Katie Lynn 
of the Fantastic Fuzz said, “My favorite 
memory from the trip was being with all 

JR. TEAM TENNIS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS
3rd Place — 18 Intermediate — Central Penn Jabs — Harrisburg, PA — Coaches Allan & Annette Grossman
6th Place — 14 Advanced — Deuce — Willingboro, N.J. — Coach Millie Sams
7th Place — 14 Advanced — Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis and Education — Philadelphia, PA — Coach Alan Blackwell
10th Place — 14 Intermediate — Smashers — Voorhees, N.J. — Coaches Christine Wu-Connell & Matt Heyse
11th Place — 18 Advanced — Fantastic Fuzz — Hanover, PA  — Coach J. Michael McLaughlin

SmashersJabs

my friends on the team. We do not get to 
see each other very often, since most of us 
are spread  
out across Central PA. Our trademark 
from the tournament was wearing goofy 
hats!”

Even parents came back with a new sense 
of pride for JTT. Sara 
Bertino – the mother 
of Ben Bertino, 
who plays with the 
Smashers expressed the 
hope of many parents, 
“My son went to JTT 
Nationals as just a 

kid who played tennis, and came home a 
tennis player.” 

When the tournament was over and 
final team rankings were announced, the 
team spirit did not vanish. Team Deuce 
couldn’t get enough tennis, after three 
days of matches they held an impromptu 
hit around in the hallway of the Mobile 
Airport while waiting for their plane to 
arrive. You can take the player off the 
court, but you can’t take the tennis out of 
the player.  

After arriving home, Bertino summed 
up the experience the best, stating, 
“The tennis, the camaraderie, and the 
opportunity to play teams from all over the 
country was a completely life changing and 
magical experience.” •

-Kasey Connors

Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis & Education

“MY SON WENT TO JTT 
NATIONALS AS JUST A 

KID WHO PLAYED TENNIS, 
AND CAME HOME A 
TENNIS PLAYER.”
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(In no particular order)
 
# 10: Community Tennis Association (CTA) 
registration increased by 13% with 33% of all new 
CTA’s serving diverse communities.

# 9: Forty-four percent increase in the number of 
Multicultural Participation(MP) Middle States Program 
Grant applications; resulting in a 66% increase in the 
dollar amount awarded to MP programs.

# 8: Middle States Association of Tennis Officials 
(MSATO) ranks No. 1 among all USTA sections in 
recruiting new officials.

# 7: In the section, the number of after-school 
programs increased by 37% and the number of 
registered USTA No-Cut programs increased by 84%.

# 6: In 2008, Middle States held 37 more junior 
tournaments versus 2007, increasing the number of 
individual participants by 6%.

# 5: USTA League participation is up 5%.

# 4: For the first time ever Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) Girls State 
Championship had results published through the 
TennisLink system. 

# 3: Fifty-percent of the districts participated in the 
first Middle States Tri-State NJTL Regional Rally.

# 2: Over 200 new programs have been completed 
utilizing the QuickStart Tennis format, impacting 
approximately 10,000 participants.

# 1: Jr. Team Tennis increased by 40%.

r

o



19

N
E

T
P

L
A

Y
 • W

IN
T
E

R
 0

8
-0

9
 • 6

1
0

.9
3
5

.5
0
0

0

servingtennis@ms.usta.com

From the oldest of players, to the youngest, 
tennis in Middle States is booming. Since 
the USTA’s introduction of QuickStart 

Tennis (QST), America’s plan for 10 and under 
tennis, in early 2008, more and more children 
are hitting the courts and receiving more tailored 
tennis instruction.  
 
According to Ben Zislis, USTA Middle States 
Director of Community Development, the 
section has had over 200 programs utilize the 
QST format, with nearly 10,000 children being 
impacted across the section. 

The section also hosted two QST training sessions 
for coaches, parents and tennis professionals. 
More than 100 individuals attended the events 
held at Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis and Education 
Center in Philadelphia and at Highland Park 
Tennis Club in Pittsburgh. 

This specialized attention has paid off and the 
section is starting to see results. NJTL of Trenton 
held the section’s first-ever USTA sanctioned 
QST tournament, the first of what USTA Middle 
States hopes is many more to come. Thirty girls 
and boys under the age of 10 participated in 
the tournament that was held in October at 
Cadwalader Park in Trenton, N.J. 

Megan Maloney won the Girls 10 division, 
while Alyssa Skulsky won the Girls 8 division. 
On the boy’s side, James Clark won the Boys 10 
and Mark Fridman won the Boys 8. NJTL of 
Trenton’s Executive Director Dan Faber has three 
future QST tournaments planned for 2009.

“NJTL of Trenton has used the QST format in 
our after-school programs for about five years, and 
I have witnessed first hand the benefits of using 
this method,” said Faber. “It is important to the 
game of tennis because it is about fitting tennis to 
kids based on age and physical size.  This results 
in earlier success, development of better technical 
and tactical skills, and thus better retention 
rates. The kids are enamored from the get go, 
QST’s game based approach disguises technique 
instruction with activities the kids love.” 

Many other programs across the section are 
having similar success with QST. In the spring, 
Justin DePietropaolo, Philadelphia District, ran 
the Lionville Tennis Little League, a QST league, 
which had more than 30 kids participating. The 
league was such a hit, they continued it in the 

Junior Competition

More than 50 children, ages 12 and under, flocked to Annville-Cleona High 
School for a QuickStart Tennis clinic in October.

QuickStart Tennis Bolstering Tennis Opportunities For Children
Junior Competition sChedule now inCludes Qst tournaments

fall, and are looking to expand the program in 
2009. Joy Riley, from the Central PA District has 
been promoting QST in her area for months. In 
fact in October, she held a special QST activity 
day at Annville-Cleona (A-C) High School.  A 
group of 50 boys and girls participated.  Riley, 
along with USTA Middle States Tennis Service 
Representative (TSR) Cathy Shaak and members 
of the A-C High School Tennis Team helped run 

the clinic. Another sign of the success of QST is 
the addition of permanent QST courts. Lower 
Southampton School District in Pennsylvania 
painted permanent QST lines on seven courts; 
and TSR Kitty Perrin is working with four 
additional schools in the Philadelphia area to get 
permanent QST lines painted. 

For more information on QST, contact Ben Zislis at 
610-935-5000 ext. 232 or at Zislis@ms.usta.com. •

-Carrie Rupp

Marcela Morales, NJTL of Trenton volunteer, gives two tournament participants 
Ashley Ward (left) and Veronica Reich (right) directions before starting the 
section’s first-ever sanctioned QuickStart Tennis tournament. 

The section has had over 200 programs utilize the 
QuickStart Tennis format, impacting nearly 10,000 children
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Talk about teamwork. The Slippery Rock University (SRU) women’s tennis team and the Bloomsburg University (BU) men’s tennis team had 
magnificent 2008 seasons, good enough to reach the Sweet Sixteen, which was contested at the NCAA Division II National Championships 
Festival in Houston, Texas, last May. 

While reaching the Sweet Sixteen is the pinnacle for many 
collegiate athletes, the coaches and athletes of these teams learned 
their experiences as a team off the court may be even more 
memorable.

Both teams arrived at the event fresh off of winning their 
NCAA East Regional Final. Both SRU and BU downed Bryant 
University, 5-1 and 5-3 respectively, en route to the East Regional 
Final and spots in the Sweet Sixteen. 

When the teams arrived in Houston for the five-day festival, 
which is structured similar to an Olympic-type event, and feature 
70 teams competing for NCAA titles in men’s and women’s 
golf; men’s and women’s tennis; women’s lacrosse and softball 
in one geographical location, they were bombarded with events 
and activities to keep their off-court time busy. One of those 
options was to participate in a Habitat for Humanity build in 
a nearby town. The build was for people who were still dealing 
with displacement from 2005’s Hurricane Katrina. Both coaches, 
SRU’s Matt Meredith and BU’s Marty Coyne, were interested in 
the opportunity.

“One of my teammates [in the early 1980’s] from Bloomsburg 
was the CEO of Habitat for Humanity for a while,” Coyne said. 
“When I saw we would have the opportunity to volunteer for 
such a worth while cause, it was a no brainer.”

But before both teams volunteered their time, they geared up for 
their first-round matches on May 14, coincidently both faced-off 
against Valdosta State. Unfortunately, their quests for National 
Championships fell short, and Valdosta State defeated both teams 
in the Sweet Sixteen.

Although they were disappointed, both teams stayed true to their 
commitments and woke up bright and early on the morning of 
May 15 to participate in the build.

“We made the commitment knowing we didn’t have much sleep 
the night before,” Meredith said, referring to his team’s “travel 
nightmare” just a few days before. SRU was supposed to fly out 
of Pittsburgh, as a team, on Monday, May 12, for a Wednesday 
match, but because of a number of problems, their flight was 
canceled. The team stayed in a hotel Monday evening, and two  

It’s All About TEAM
Two local universities’ exemplify teamwork – on and off – the court

College Tennis

Coach Matt Meredith (far left) and the Slippery Rock women’s tennis team gather together after 
winning the NCAA East Regional Final and clinching their spot in the 2008 Sweet Sixteen.

Coach Marty Coyne (far right) and the Bloomsburg University men’s tennis team pose for a team 
shot before spending their day volunteering with Habitat for Humanity. 
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team members were able to get early morning flights on Tuesday, but the 
rest of the team flew out later Tuesday evening. Then, at their connection, 
the plane experienced mechanical problems and the team sat on the 
runway for six hours, delaying their schedule even more. Eventually 
the team made it to Houston late Tuesday evening. The women were 
scheduled for an 8 a.m. match, but the NCAA kindly pushed it back to 
10:30 a.m. 

“The girl’s still thought it’d be a cool thing to 
participate in,” Meredith said. “I was very proud 
of their willingness to stay and help even after 
losing. Many of the losing teams left the next 
day, but we wanted to take advantage of the great 
opportunity the NCAA gave us.”

When the teams arrived at the build site, they saw nothing but concrete 
slabs. But not for long.

With the help of some longtime Habitat volunteers, the teams worked 
together to construct walls and ultimately, build the frame of the house.

“We used nail guns, and saws, things that we “girly girls” would never 
have had the opportunity to use,” said Lara Rizzi, SRU team captain. “It 
was unbelievable. It was one thing to be there; working together to build 
this house, but it was another to actually meet the woman who was going 
to live there. That made it even more meaningful.”

Coyne agreed.“We got a chance to meet and work side-by-side with 
a family as they were working on a house that would soon be theirs. 

Learning about how they had been without a home for four years made 
it quite real for us and it became clear that our time down in Houston 
meant much more than winning or losing a tennis match.”

Coyne added the experience was one of the most moving moments he has 
experienced in his 17 years as a college coach, “I know the players were 
touched in the same way.”

Meredith echoed Coyne’s sentiments. “Seeing 
the project from start to finish was amazing. 
When we got there it was just a slab in the 
ground, when we were finished it was the start of 
house…a home. It was absolutely one of the best 
thing’s I’ve ever done as a coach.”

Rizzi said the entire experience was overwhelming, “We saw the family 
cry, and seeing the joy we brought to the family by just volunteering a 
few hours of our lives was emotional.”

“The experience brought us closer together as a team,” Rizzi added. “We 
did this together; we had to work as a team; just like we do with tennis. 
Although tennis is an individual sport, we wouldn’t be anywhere without 
our team. Our team was the whole reason we were even in Houston, to 
compete as a team, for our school. And to be able to participate in the 
Habitat for Humanity build as a team…it was really special.”

- Carrie Rupp

BEFORE AFTER

“It was absolutely one of 
the best thing’s I’ve ever 
done as a coach.”
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College Tennis

Playing collegiate tennis is one of the most 
important and exciting decisions high 
school tennis players will ever make.   

To help guide prospective student-athletes 
and their parents through the complexities of 
choosing a college, USTA Middle States recently 
hosted two successful “College Day” events.  On 
November 8, at the Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis 
and Education Center in Philadelphia and on 
November 15 at The Club in Monroeville, Pa., 
just outside Pittsburgh. The events were organized 
by Mike Kennedy, USTA Middle States Director 
of Junior Competition. 

Some of the most influential college coaches on 
the east coast were on hand to discuss collegiate 
tennis opportunities with student-athletes and 
their parents. 

“As a coach on the recruiting trail, it is always 
great to observe and talk with prospects and their 
families,” noted Ron Christman, Head Tennis 
Coach, Waynesburg University. 

“What I enjoy most, however, is to help the 
families of younger players understand the 
process of finding the right college for their 
student-athlete,” continued Christman, who was 
on hand at the event in Monroeville. 

At the Pittsburgh event, three NCAA divisions 
were represented. Joe Camillo and Rob Castille 

coaches from Duquesne University represented 
Division I, Matt Meredith from Slippery 
Rock represented Division II and Christman 
represented Division III. 

Christman discussed financial aid issues and 
“Opportunities in Middle States and beyond.” 
Meredith discussed” Academics, Tennis and 
Compliance,” while the Duquesne coaches 
discussed “Realism – Know your game!” In 
addition to the above speakers, the audience 
enjoyed one-minute presentations from all of the 
coaches in attendance, approximately 15, about 
their respective program. 

“I learned lots of useful information and it was 
nice to play with girls from different areas,” said 
Alysia Sturdivant, a Fairview, Pa., senior. 

In addition to the speakers, attending seniors were 
able to interact with coaches on and off court at 
the Senior Showcase where they participated in a 
round-robin hitting session.

USTA Middle States began “College Day” 
activities 13 years ago to help promote and 
develop collegiate tennis.  More than 330,000 
students play high school tennis in the United 
States and compete for treasured roster spots on 
751 National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA) men’s teams and 902 women’s teams 
according to www.ncaa.org.   

The National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA), National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA), and community 
colleges also provide intercollegiate competition.  
Averaging 10 roster spots per team, colleges 
provide a competitive outlet for just five percent 
of high school graduates. •

-Andy Findlay

Ron Christman, Head Tennis Coach Waynesburg University, addresses the attendees of the 2008 College Day event 
held at The Club in Monroeville, Pa.

Arrowhead tennis club boasts seven indoor air conditioned courts!  

Drills and Clinics  •  Private Lessons  •  Fitness Training  
Team Tennis  •  High Performance Training  •  USTA Tournaments

Whether you are a beginner or advanced player, there is something here for you!  See you at Arrowhead!

Join us for on
-going…

Take advantage of our high performance and peak 
performance training programs with Chris Hill and  

the talented Arrowhead staff. 

Attention juniors – join us 
on Sundays for a three hour high 
performance training where you can 
develop your skills, game strategy,  
and fitness! Call the club to register.

6 Nelson Drive
Medford, NJ 08055

609-654-7848
info@arrowheadtennis.com

www.arrowheadtennis.com

See how we went  
green on p.27!
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A sports dynasty is a team that dominates 
their sport or league for multiple seasons 
or years. Dynamic teams in history such as 

the Celtics, Steelers and Yankees commonly refer 
to this moniker. 

However, whether a team has achieved a dynasty 
is often subjective, and can be a frequent topic of 
debate especially among sports fans. One thing 
that surely won’t be debated is the success of the 
Penn State University (PSU) Club Tennis team. 
Since it’s inception in 2000, no other club team 
in Middle States has been as strong both in the 
section leagues and at National events. 2008 
was no different as Penn State swept both the 
Fall league championship and the 2008 USTA 
Campus Championship - Middle States. 

The 2008 Campus Championship was the largest 
and most competitive event to date in Middle 
States. Nearly 200 competitors representing an 
event-high 21 teams took to the foliage-filled 
mountains of Eastern Pennsylvania’s Lehigh 
University, October 25-26.  

Despite a rainy Saturday forcing competitors 
to scatter to three Lehigh Valley area clubs, the 
competition was fierce and the level of play was 
equally impressive. Seven teams advanced from 
pool play unscathed and into the Gold Bracket, 
while Drexel University, who had the best 
winning percentage without winning their pool 
rounded out the eight-team championship field. 
Pool winners included: PSU, Lehigh A, Delaware 
A, Pittsburgh A, Villanova, Rutgers A and 

University of Pennsylvania (UPenn).

The remaining six second-place teams, as well 
as two third place teams advanced to a Silver 
Bracket, while the remaining teams played in a 
Bronze Pool. 

Just as expected the play in the Gold Bracket on 
Sunday was striking. High emotion-levels and 
team spirit which have become staples of the 
Tennis On Campus program were never more 
apparent.

Drexel sent the biggest shockwave through the 
field when they knocked-off perennial contender 
Villanova 20-19 in the quarterfinals. In what 
was perhaps the most exciting match of the 
tournament, the two 
Philadelphia schools 
needed a 7-6 super 
tiebreaker to decide their 
fates. 

The Cinderella-esque run 
ended in the semifinals 
for Drexel as they ran 
into a very game Rutgers 
squad. Despite the loss, 
Drexel continued to 
impress and bounced 
Delaware to claim third 
place. 

In the championship 
match, Rutgers was up by 

Tennis On Campus

Penn State University, the 2008 Campus Championship – Middle States champions, will represent the section at the 
USTA National Campus Championship in April. Front Row (L-R): Kayllie Wang, Leslie Finlay, Allison Altdoerffer, 
Liz Hough. Back Row (L-R): Jenna Shedd, Nick Kluthe, Travis Weidman – captain, Stephen Eaglen, Douglas 
Subosits, Juan Lasso.

PENN-STATEMENTPSU Three-Peats at Campus Championship
one point after both doubles matches, but Penn 
State’s Leslie Finlay and Doug Subosits pulled out 
their singles matches. With the mixed doubles 
duel as the marquee match, Penn States’s team of 
Steve Eaglen and Liz Hough outlasted Rutgers’s to 
take the set and the team championship 26-19.
With the victory, Penn State has won the last 
three straight Campus Championships. In 2004, 
they lost to UPenn in the final, and in 2005, they 
lost to Villanova in the final.

The USTA Tennis On Campus recreational 
program features co-ed teams that participate 
in intramural and intercollegiate (club) play on 
college campuses. This year, 21 unique teams from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware – three 
more than last year – competed for the Section’s 
Campus Championship. 

At the championship, these 16 colleges and 
universities were represented by one or more 
teams: Bloomsburg University, Bucknell College, 
University of Delaware (2), Drexel University, 
Lafayette College, Lehigh University (2), The 
College of New Jersey (2), Penn State University 
(2), University of Pennsylvania, University 
of Pittsburgh (2), Rowan College, Rutgers 
University (2), Shippensburg University, Slippery 
Rock University, Temple University, Villanova 
University. 

PSU, along with third-place finisher Drexel 
and Fall League runner-up Lehigh advance to 
the USTA National Campus Championship in 
Surprise, Ariz., April 16-18, 2009.  
 
USTA Middle States would like to thank organizers 
Bruce Kisthardt and Justin DePietropaolo. Also, 
thanks to Dave Shook, Lehigh Univeristy men’s 
and women’s tennis coach, and Lehigh Univeristy 
for hosting the event. •

-Nathaniel Harrison

Two members of the University of Pittsburgh team celebrate after winning a point.
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USTA League

In ancient Greece a person 
whose knowledge is not 
restricted to one area was 
commonly called a 
polymath. In lesser terms, a 
polymath may simply refer 
to someone who is very 
knowledgeable or excels in 
a number of fields. One 
of the most recognizable 
polymaths was the great 
inventor, artist and thinker, 
Leonardo da Vinci whose 
unquenchable curiosity 
was only matched by his 
intellect and passion. Da 
Vinci and other polymaths 
who lived during the 
time of enlightenment 
were commonly called, 
“Renaissance Men.”

Denny Posteraro may never be compared to 
da Vinci; however, it certainly isn’t a far cry 
to call him a “Renaissance Man” when looking at 
his body of work in tennis. Whether as a player, 
program coordinator, tournament director and 
even a court builder, Posteraro does a little bit of 
everything.

A native and resident of St. Mary’s, a small town 
located in northwest Pennsylvania’s Elk County, 
Posteraro was a standout athlete at St. Mary’s 
High School, excelling in basketball and football. 
He took his talents to Lock Haven University 
where the Physical Education major played four 
years of varsity basketball. It wasn’t until the 
summer before his junior year in college when 
Posteraro took up tennis and by the next spring, 
Posteraro was on Lock Haven’s varsity squad. 

“I was looking for a way to stay active and be 
competitive,” said Posteraro. “I never imagined I 
would make a career out of tennis.”

Competitive may be an understatement as 
Posteraro over the years has become one of the 
section’s best players, competing in national 
tournaments up-and-down the East Coast. He has 
represented Middle States in such intersectional 
competition as the Atlantic Coast Cup and 
Milberg Cup. In 2007 he finished the year ranked 
No. 1 in the Allegheny Mountain District for the 
Men’s 55 division.

Additionally, he has competed in the Straub 
Brewery Clay Court Championships, an open 
division tournament held in St. Mary’s. The 
tournament, which celebrates its 36th year in 
2009, draws players from small towns in western 
Pennsylvania ranging from nationally-ranked 
players to players just starting out. 

Posteraro, who won 
the Men’s 60 singles 
title in 2008, also 

serves as the event’s 
tournament director. 
What truly makes 
this event unique 
are the diverse 
players who make 
up the field. By 
charging only $5 
for tournament 
entry, it encourages 
participants to sign 
up for multiple 
events. The low cost 
per entrant also 
makes the event more 
attractive to players 
from outside the area. 

“We had entrants from eight different 
states in 2008,” said Posteraro. “That is 
what truly makes this tournament fun. 

We aren’t necessarily looking for the best players, 
just players that enjoy tennis and want to get 
better. If you lose on the first day you can afford 
to play another day in another division.”   

Posteraro has kept the rates low thanks to support 
from sponsors such as Straub’s, volunteers and 
the tennis community. The retired school teacher 
also receives support from the St. Mary’s Park and 
Recreation Department, an organization he has 
served in various capacities since 1965. 

Posteraro, who currently serves the community as 
Director of Recreation, offers tennis opportunities 
through clinics and tournaments in St. Mary’s 
for all ages and playing abilities. Through the 
park and recreation department he has been 
instrumental to the development of low-cost or 
no-cost tennis instruction for area children, teens 
and adults. 

One particular format of play, QuickStart Tennis 
(QST) has left a lasting impression on Posteraro 

who has found unique ways to get the popular 
format into the community. After first learning 
about QST at a Professional Tennis Registry 
(PTR) conference in Hilton Head, S.C., Posteraro 
soon became a proponent of the play format 
designed for children 10-and-under. Faced with 
the daunting task of getting kids to the courts, 
Posteraro used creativity to bring the courts to 
the neighborhoods – painting QST courts in 
neighborhood driveways. Posteraro uses the 
neighborhood courts to run tournaments and 
leagues. 

“It was neighborhood versus neighborhood,” said 
Posteraro. “We would have the kids on one block 
play against kids from another.” 

The program was an instant success and thanks to 
the volunteers who painted courts and provided 
instruction, the demand was nearly too great to 
meet, as five, six and seven year-olds throughout 
St. Mary’s wanted to join in the fun. 

“The program was definitely an attention-
getter,” said Posteraro. “I am fortunate to be in a 
community where they let me be creative. This is 
what should be done to grow the game.”

In addition to the children in St. Mary’s, Posteraro 
was instrumental in getting his own children 
involved in tennis. All three of his children grew 
up playing tennis on his backyard clay court. 

“Even my grandchildren play tennis,” said 
Posteraro, who, with the help of his son and 
daughter, started his own court building company, 
Homecourt Sports, after retiring from teaching. 
Together they have successfully built 30 clay 
tennis courts while resurfacing 60 more in private 
homes, parks and even at St. Mary’s High School. 

There isn’t much left to accomplish in tennis for 
Denny Posteraro, but what else would you expect 
from a true “Renaissance Man.” •

-Nathaniel Harrison

Adult Competition

Denny Posteraro

One of the many QuickStart Tennis courts Denny Posteraro has painted on the driveways of neighborhoods in St. Mary’s, Pa. 
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Professional Tennis

Dick’s $50,000 Pro Event Offered  
More than Just Great Tennis

The tennis was world class but there was much 
more than just professional women’s tennis at 
the Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc. presents the 
Tennis Patrons Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh 
$50,000 Women’s Challenger at the Oxford 
Athletic Club in Wexford, Pa., Oct. 5-12.
 
The Pro-Am event on October 6 had record 
participation with 14 women professionals 
teaming up with an equal number of local 
players in a spirited mixed doubles event.  

There was also a very successful silent auction, 
visits and activities for school children and the 
Allegheny Mountain District (AMD) held its 
Competitive Training Center.  

The tournament was filled with aspiring local 
talent, including Alison Riske, 18, of Peters 
Township who qualified for the event based 
on her international ranking. Entered as “local 
wildcards” were:  Michaela Kissell, 20, of Latrobe, 
Pa.; Lauren Greco, 19, of Oakmont, Pa.; and 
Kellie Schmitt, 21, of Bethel Park, Pa. Western 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League 
(WPIAL) high school champion Joelle Kissell,  
16, of Latrobe, Pa., received a late wildcard bid  
as a replacement to Kristy Borza, 22, of Beaver, 
Pa., who had to withdraw due to an injury.

Also entered as local wildcards, selected by 
Tournament Promoter Bob Ruzanic, was Helena 

Van Eysendeyk, a French native who is a junior 
at California University of Pennsylvania, and 
Karolina Soor, 22, a native of Sweden, who is 
Schmitt’s doubles partner at Marshall University.
Tournament Director Sally Gibson and Ruzanic 
coordinated all events during the week-long 
tournament that raised money for the Tennis 
Patrons Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh.   The 
Allegheny Mountain District Board of Directors 
not only supplied volunteers but also contributed 
$2,000 to the tournament. 

In the pro finals on October 12, Melinda Czink 
of Hungary completed a rare sweep of the USTA 
Pro Circuit, taking home championships in both 
the singles and doubles finals.  

Czink, a 25-year-old left-hander, entered the 
competition seeded No. 4 in the singles bracket. 
She started her day with a demanding three-set 
victory against No. 6 seed Varvara Lepchenko 
of Allentown, Pa., winning 6-2, 3-6, 6-1, before 
teaming with Lindsay Lee-Waters of Atlanta, Ga. 
to defeat No. 1 seeds Raquel Kops-Jones and 
Abigail Spears, 6-2, 7-5. • 

Downloadable digital photos of the Pro-Am, 
many of the activities, and action photos of the pro 
competitors are posted on the AMD Web site  
www.amd.usta.com under “Photos.”

-Tom Benic

Top Photo: Tournament Promoter Bob Ruzanic poses with Michaela Kissell 
(Latrobe, Pa.), a standout sophomore on the University of Miami women’s tennis 
team, lost to veteran pro Raquel Kops-Jones in the first round of the main draw.

Middle Photo: Tournament champion Melinda Czink receives an enlargement 
of her tournament check from Tournament Promoter Bob Ruzanic and Colleen 
Wilson, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc.’s Community Marketing Manager.

Bottom Photo: Dr. Mark Fye, an orthopedic surgeon in the Pittsburgh area, with 
his Pro-Am partner Lena Litvak (Bronx, N.Y.).
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Scott Wengrenovich’s 3.0 Adult men’s team finished third at the 2008 USTA League 
National Championship. Front Row (L-R): Rick Dissinger, Daniel Waraksa, John Shaeffer, 
Elliott Rubin, Kosta Kontanis, captain. Back Row: Larry Tedder, Jesse Tedder, David 
Alshouse, Scott Wengrenovich, David Stover.

USTA League

It is far from uncommon for Robin Wengrenovich 
to be at one of her children’s sporting events. 

The mother of two busy athletes, Robin has 
watched them with the nervousness and pride 
that only a mother can understand. At the 2008 
USTA League presented by Chrysler Middle 
States Section Championship in August, Robin 
was yet again watching her son, Scott, compete. 
However this time Robin was a competitor, too.  

A veteran of the popular recreational tennis 
program, Robin is no stranger to the section’s biggest 
stage, however Scott’s story reads a little differently. 

Many of Scott’s teammates on the 3.0 Hempfield-
Kotanis team were new to the game, or returnees 
who hadn’t picked up a racquet for a little while, 
but they at least played tennis every once in while. 

Scott didn’t pick up a racquet until June 2008 on 
a family vacation in Phoenix, Ariz. Despite a very 
limited tennis background, the energetic 22-year-
old Penn State University undergrad was hooked, 
and soon found himself on a USTA League team 
– thanks to his mom.

“He loved it, and I came home and signed him  
up to play on a team which had already started  
its season,” said Robin. “I figured he had picked  
on his mom enough, he needed to compete against 
someone his own age.”

Tennis didn’t come easy for the former high 
school lacrosse All-American; however, thanks  

to mom, tennis became a new found passion.

“I laugh thinking about his first match….we had 
to go over etiquette, how to warm up, tie-break 
scoring, and all the basics, because he had never 
watched a tennis match, let alone played in one,” 
said Robin, a former varsity field hockey player at 
Bloomsburg University. 

Undeterred by the initial growing pains, Scott 
soon found himself practicing with his mom three 
or four times a week. And best of all for mom, she 
had someone with whom she could “talk tennis.”

As he continued to play, Scott’s game improved by 
leaps and bounds. Armed with a youthful motor 
and tremendous athleticism, Scott gradually 
became more adept at keeping the ball in play and 
soon his inconsistent first serve became a weapon. 

“I went from trying to hit every ball as hard as  
I could, to just keeping the ball in play,” said 
Scott. “I soon realized that I could get to balls 
that others couldn’t so just keeping it alive was my 
advantage.”

As Scott improved his play over the summer, 
his team did as well, capturing a Central PA 
District championship, and a birth to the Section 
Championship, as did Robin and her team, 
Lancaster-Kraybill, a 4.5 Women’s team from 
Racquet Club West (Lancaster, Pa.).

As they gathered in Princeton for the section 
championship both of the Wengrenovich’s were 

playing at the top of 
their games. Robin used 
her favorite drop shot 
and consistent doubles 
play to help her team 
to a second place finish, 
while Scott and his 
teammates’ improved 
play was rewarded with 
a first place finish and 
a ticket to the 2008 
USTA League National 
Championships in 
Tucson, Ariz. 

While his team prepared 
for Nationals at home, 
Scott was busy with his 

course schedule in State College. The accounting 
major did find time for tennis as he started 
playing with the Penn State Club Tennis Team. 
The team, which competes in the USTA Tennis 
On Campus program, offers open court times and 
clinics for its players, so finding someone to hit 
with was no problem.

Just as his tennis career started under the high 
Arizona skies, it seemed fitting that Scott’s first 
USTA League season would end in the desert. 
Building on the momentum from Princeton, the 
team finished pool play with an unblemished 3-0 
record. The impressive run ended however with 
a defeat in the semis to USTA Mid Atlantic 4-1. 
The team full of resolve, bounced-back in the 
consolation final. After the first four courts split, 
it was up to the doubles team of Kosta Kontanis 
and Wengrenovich to decide the fate of the 
match. In one of the event’s hallmark matches the 
duo won in a 3rd set tiebreaker to clinch the third 
place finish. 

“It was so fun to watch Scott from his first  
match in June until Nationals,” said Robin. 
“The competition at Nationals was incredible.”

“It was a great experience being a part of this 
team,” said Scott. “I didn’t start playing tennis 
to stay at the same level and not get any better.  
I look forward to advancing to the next level 
as an opportunity to get better and play new 
competition.”

The ending couldn’t be more perfect for a tennis 
career that started just a few months earlier. As 
they returned from Nationals, Scott counted  
the holes in his tennis shoes and showed his  
mom how much they had worn, a sign that 
Robin the mom, and the tennis player, is 
proud to see. •

-Nathaniel Harrison

Scott (left) and Robin (right) Wengrenovich pose in 
their Lancaster County home.

mother gets son involved in USTA Leagues
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Date Location Instructor Contact Name Contact Number

February 7-8 Lancaster, PA National Trainer Dick Green 717-560-1495

February 14-15 Pennington, NJ Section Trainer Mike Butler 856-264-6988

February 21-22 Monroeville, PA Section Trainer John DeLaura 724-746-5752

February 28-March 1 Valley Forge, Pa. Section Trainer Kitty Perrin 267-391-9979

The term 
innovation 
means a new 
way of doing 
something. 
With our 
ever-changing 

economic climate, innovative thinking has 
become a necessity, not only for success, but 
also for survival. The sport of tennis is not 
immune to innovation. One club, Arrowhead 
Tennis Club (ATC) in Medford, N.J., has 
undertaken innovative measures in order to save 
the environment as well as its employees and 
members. 

Located in South Jersey, and built during the 
peak of the tennis boom, ATC has offered tennis 
opportunities for all ages for nearly 40 years. The 
seven court facility offers USTA tournament play, 
adult league play as well as a very competitive 
high performance junior training program. Like 
other clubs across the country, the tennis is top 
notch; however, their adaptation to an ever-
changing environment is what makes this facility 
unique.  

Under the new ownership of Mandalap 
Enterprises LLC, Venku Mandalap has placed an 
emphasis on reducing the club’s carbon footprint 
in order to be more eco-friendly and lower energy 

costs. After exhaustive research with a set of 
engineers, goals were identified and a timeline 
was soon in place.  

The first step was the facility. It was extensively 
sealed with special adhesive to block all leaks. The 
building was also coated with a ceramic paint 
in some areas which controlled the penetration 
of cold and warm air. ATC was then fitted with 
a special fabric which acts as a vapor barrier, 
controlling the diffusion of moisture through 
the club’s walls, ceiling and floor. The fabric was 
used to insulate the building with an air pocket, 
creating a “thermos effect,” retarding thermal 
conductivity between inner and outer vessel 
walls. Just as coffee stays warm in a thermos, the 
club is now able to regulate the amount of warm 
and cold air that come in and out; while in the 
process, greatly reducing energy costs. 

In addition to creating and using less energy, the 
facility also installed a unique lighting system 
which significantly reduces the amount of 
radiation given off by the lights. This measure 
not only improves the surroundings for the club’s 
membership it dually creates a better working 
environment for the ATC’s staff and tennis pros. 

“These measures will take operating expenses 
away from the facility,” said Mandalap. “In the 
short term, the costs for these improvements were 

tough; however, it is certainly worth it because of 
the improved health and satisfaction levels of our 
customers.”

Mandalap anticipates that in 2009 the facility 
will receive the prestigious Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) certification, 
which would place the club on a distinguished 
list of structures that are environmentally 
friendly. The U.S. Green Building Council 
creates guidelines which must be met in order to 
receive certification. LEED certified buildings use 
key resources more efficiently when compared 
to conventional buildings which are simply built 
to code. LEED certified buildings are healthier 
work and living environments, which contributes 
to higher productivity and improved employee 
health and comfort. 

The facility’s efforts have not gone unnoticed as 
surrounding clubs have followed the lead and 
made some energy efficient changes. 

“This is not a one and done situation,” said 
Mandalap. “We would like to further replicate 
these improvements on future ventures within 
and outside the tennis arena.”

Thanks to the innovative efforts by Arrowhead 
Tennis Center, the building’s logo isn’t the only 
thing that is green. •

-Nathaniel Harrison

Y unique C urts
The Section’s Best Kept Secrets

If there was ever a time to become one of the more than 3,000 certified USTA officials, this is it! The USTA and USTA Middle States have four Officials 
Training Schools scheduled for the month of February (see chart). 

The process to become a certified official is simple, with only a few basic requirements that must be met:
You must be a member of the USTA.• 
You must attend a rules clinic and umpire school (referee and International Tennis Association (ITA) schools are optional) and you must take the umpire test.• 
You must have 20/20 corrected vision.• 
You must be a member of Middle States Association of Tennis Officials (MSATO). Dues are $20 per year and are included in your first year school fee.• 

For more information about becoming a certified USTA official, please contact: Dick Green at tnsrtgreen@aol.com.

Ring in 2009 as a USTA Official 
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Tennis players go through balls and shoes 
very quickly, so how can they be recycled 
and avoid ending up in a landfill? Balls 

can be reused in several ways. They can be taken 
to your local elementary or preschool to go on 
the bottom of chairs; and you can take them to 
nursing homes for the bottom of walkers. And 
you can always donate your used balls to animal 
shelters for dogs to play with; but what about 
shoes? 

Nike began recycling shoes in 1990. At Nike, 
the shoes are sliced into three sections: rubber 
from the outsoles, foam from the midsoles, and 
fabric fibers from the uppers. The three sections 
are used in various types of surfaces including 
playground surfaces, indoor and outdoor 
basketball courts, tracks, tennis courts, and 
football and soccer fields. For example, the mid-
sole foam of 2,500 pairs of shoes is needed for an 
outdoor basketball court. The outsoles of 75,000 
pairs of shoes are used in creating one running 
track. Manufacturers can only use 10 -20 percent 
recycled materials in their surfaces. Complete 
details of Nike’s shoe recycling project can be 
found on their Web site at:  www.nikereuseashoe.
com.

Lakevue Athletic Club in Valencia, Pa., started 
participating in the shoe recycling program this 
fall, which they call “Save A Sole.” Members have 

Lisa Polkis, Lakevue Athletic Club, and Jim Block, Allegheny Mountain District Board Member, showcase some 
of the shoes they’ve collected in the “Save A Sole” program.

Allegheny Mountain District amd.usta.com

been depositing their old sneakers in collection 
boxes at the club for recycling through the 
Nike Grind program for use in sports courts, 
tracks, and fields. Lakevue collects any brand of 
sneakers (no cleats, dress shoes, or shoes with 
metal parts). The shoes are packed in cartons 
for shipment to a Nike recycling facility.

“Each year our members throw away thousands 
of pairs of worn-out sneakers,” said Lisa Polkis, 

Going Green with Tennis 

Event Coordinator Lakevue Athletic Club. 
“I learned of the Nike recycling program and 
thought it would be a good fit for Lakevue’s 
environmentally conscious membership. Every 
pair we ship to Nike is a pair that doesn’t end of 
up in a landfill!”

The Allegheny Mountain District (AMD) Board 
of Directors heard about this project and voted 
to participate by approving a $500 grant to 
help cover postage costs.  All AMD facilities 
are encouraged to participate in this program 
and will be eligible for grant money, until the 
allocated funds have been spent. Windwood 
Health and Sports Club has already joined the 
program. Also, the new Nike store at the outlets 
by the Meadows has just added a collection 
center at the store.  They can only handle small 
numbers of shoes (up to 10 pairs), so if you are 
going outlet shopping you can recycle some 
shoes there. 

To learn more about Lakevue’s “Save A Sole” 
program or to apply for a grant, contact Jim 
Block at 412-364-2062 or email at block41@
verizon.net

Students and teachers from Seneca Valley Elementary School were special guests at the Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc. Presents 
the Tennis Patrons  Foundation of Greater Pittsburgh $50,000 Women’s Challenger. The students not only watched some of 
the professional action, but also participated in some tennis, using the USTA’s QuickStart Tennis equipment and guidelines. 
For more information on the Women’s Challenger, see page 25.
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Lancaster County team wins WTT National Championship
 
A team from Lancaster County, Pa., captured a national championship at the World TeamTennis (WTT) Rec. League Nationals presented by Advanta at 

the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in  Indian Wells, Calif. The team, Kyper’s Snipers, claimed their first National crown. 

Kyper’s Snipers, who competed in the 3.5 division, won their first WTT 
Nationals championship with a 29-25 win over Mixed Up of Greenville, 
S.C. The two teams were 4-0 in round robin action before their finals 
showdown. 

Kyper’s Snipers led going into the final set but Mixed Up rallied to send 
the match into overtime. Kyper’s Snipers broke Mixed Ups’ serve in the 
first game of overtime to close out the win, 29-25. Kyper’s Snipers was led 
by team captain Nicole Nikolaus of Manheim, Pa. Other team members 
include Christopher Kyper, West Chester, Pa.; Bonnie Fissella, Lancaster, 
Pa.; and Victor Fissella, Lancaster, Pa. 

Forty-two recreational tennis teams from 15 states battled for national 
championship titles in nine divisions: 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 4.5, Senior 3.5, Senior 
4.0, Corporate 3.5, Corporate 4.0, and Corporate 4.5. Teams advanced 
to the national finals by either qualifying from their respective division 
in six WTT Rec. League national qualifying tournaments or by winning 
their local Corporate League. The weekend kicked off with a Wilson clinic 
hosted by WTT co-founder Billie Jean King. 

All matches used the WTT format, a fun, fast-paced co-ed team format 
that encourages equal contributions from both genders. A team has a 
minimum of four players, two men and two women. The WTT format uses 
five or six no-ad sets: men’s and women’s doubles, men’s and women’s singles 
and one or two sets of mixed doubles.

Central PA District centralpa.usta.com

Team members (L to R): Nicole Nikolaus (captain), Christopher Kyper, Bonnie 
Fissella, and Victor Fissella.

Hershey’s Sweitzer 
named USPTA Pro of 
the Year

Tom Sweitzer, who has worked out of the 
Hershey Racquet Club in Hershey, Pa., 
for the past 32 years and is the owner of 

Central Penn Tennis Service, received the United 
States Professional Tennis Association’s (USPTA) 
Alex Gordon Award for Professional of the Year. 

Sweitzer, a USPTA Master Professional, was 
recognized during the USPTA’s annual awards 
breakfast at the USPTA World Conference on 
Tennis at La Quinta Resort in La Quinta, Calif., 
in September. USPTA is the world’s oldest and 
largest association of tennis-teaching professionals.

The professional of the year is judged in seven 
areas, including: contributions to USPTA and 
USTA; as a teaching professional, player and 
coach; education, research and publications; 
organizational affiliations; and contributions to 
the community.

Sweitzer has been very committed in his 
involvement with the USPTA. He is a former 
USPTA Middle States Division President 
and has spoken at more than 15 national and 
divisional conventions. His Central Penn Tennis 
Service operates tennis programs and events 
at 13 sites with a total of 58 courts including 
indoor commercial, country club, municipal, 

private school, resort and college sites. He 
has taught over 50,000 hours of on-court 
tennis lessons with more than 200 of his 
former students now teaching or coaching 
tennis, and has directed over 250 USTA 
tournaments. He has also published more 
than 30 tennis articles.

As a player, he played No. 1 singles for his 
high school team at Manheim Central High 
School and was ranked in the top 10 in the 
USTA 18s. Also, Sweitzer is among the all-
time win leaders at Bloomsburg University 
where he played No. 1 singles as a freshman. 

Sweitzer also makes giving back to the 
community a priority. His charity tennis 
events have raised over $8 million for 
local healthcare facilities and earned him 
a Pennsylvania Governor’s citation for 
community service. His other accolades 
include USPTA Middle States pro of the 
year, president’s service awards, USTA 
Middle States pro of the year, USTA 
regional club of the year and Pennsylvania 
Community College coach of the year. In 
2007, Sweitzer was inducted into the USTA 
Middle States Hall of Fame. 

Sweitzer lives in Hershey and spends winters 
in Hilton Head Island, S.C., with his wife 
Mikel, who is also a tennis professional.   

Tom Sweitzer, and his wife Mikel, pose with his trophy in La 
Quinta, Calif. Sweitzer received the USPTA Alex Gordon 
Award for Professional of the Year.
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Delaware’s Sea Colony 
ranked as Top Ten U.S. 
Tennis Resort  
In its October issue, TENNIS Magazine ranked Sea Colony 
in Bethany Beach, Del.,  as “The Premier Family Beach & 
Tennis Resort Community,” and No. 10 on its list of the 
“Top 50 U.S. Tennis Resorts.”  Sea Colony also earned the 
No. 5 spot for best instruction.  
 
The publication’s October issue adds national recognition 
to the list of local, regional and global honors earned by Sea 
Colony and its tennis staff.  
 
With 34 tennis courts, including four indoor and 14 Har-
Tru clay, and 25 teaching professionals, Sea Colony Tennis, 
under Tennis Director Dr. Dave Marshall, offers a wide 
range of camps, clinics and private instruction to tennis 
players of all ages and skill levels.  
 
Supported by the Sea Colony homeowners, the tennis 
program has produced state champions, junior national 
champions and top collegiate tennis players, while earning 
kudos from state and regional tennis organizations. 
 
In addition to its world-class tennis offerings, Sea Colony 
features a wide variety of amenities including a half mile of 
private beach, 12 pools (two indoor), fitness centers, year-
round security and in-season children’s programs.  Dave 
Marshall says, “We are humbled by TENNIS Magazine  
to be ranked No. 10. It is a very special honor that must go 
to the owners, guests, and staff that help make Sea Colony 
such a special place.”

Bob Bratcher Volunteers his time for the Love of Tennis
Giving back sums up Bob Bratcher’s life in a nutshell. An avid tennis player for the past 50 years, at the age of seventy-
five Bratcher is still on the tennis courts almost every day either playing, teaching, coaching, or mentoring. Although he 
started playing tennis when he was in his 20s, it was not until he was trying to encourage his granddaughter, Natosha, to 
play that he discovered his talent for teaching.

“I was bringing her to a variety of different groups to encourage her to play tennis, and because I was there I would help 
out,” Bratcher said. “I discovered that I liked teaching tennis and stuck with it.” 

Although his granddaughter, a junior at Howard University, has lost interest in tennis, Bratcher has inspired many other 
children to give tennis a try. He has been teaching tennis all over the Delaware District for the past 10 years, including 
time at the Rodney Street Tennis and Tutoring Association, USTA after-school programs, and Berks Regional Tennis 
Association where he is a program director. Years ago, Bratcher was a strong advocate for teaching young children with 
foam balls and small racquets which has evolved into the popular QuickStart Tennis format today.

“Every time I walk on the court to teach, I remember that I have an opportunity to make an impact on a child’s life, and I 
want to be a positive role model,” explains Bratcher. 

You can feel Bratcher’s enthusiasm when you meet him as his face lights up when he talks about working with kids. 

“The energy a coach brings on the court determines the outcome. I never let kids just walk onto the court. I tell them to run—tennis is a high energy sport.”

Bratcher’s commitment and dedication are well known in the community. Delaware District Tennis Service Representative Nancy Keiper says, “Whenever you 
need Bob, he’s there willing to step in and help.” 

Phyllis Gobright, Director of Tennis, Berks Regional Tennis Association, concurs, “Bob is the best coordinator and wonderful to work with. He’s so 
dependable, and he never lets any task go undone.” 

Right now, she adds, in addition to working with children and recruiting new teachers, Bratcher is focusing energy on growing high school tennis by 
volunteering his time to coach. He is also a fierce tennis competitor in his own right. Most recently he won the 75 Men’s Singles event at the American Tennis 
Association National Tennis Tournament held in Key Biscayne, Fla., and came in as runner-up in the 75 Mens Doubles event.

When asked if he ever plans to slow down he says with a laugh, “I plan to slow down when I die.”

Dream Day for RST&TA Students  
On this past Labor Day 
weekend, five Rodney 
Street Tennis and 
Tutoring Association 
(RST&TA) student-
athletes from the 
Delaware District 
(DD) spent a “dream” 
day at the US Open.  
Sisters, Amera and 
Aften Edwards, Adiehl 
(A.I.) Hackett, Serena 

Walker and Alex Becton, 
along with three parent-
chaperones, were invited 
to the Grand Hyatt hotel 

in New York City by USTA President and Chairman of the Board Jane Brown Grimes, 
to participate in a panel discussion at the 2008 USTA Semi-Annual Meeting. The youth 
discussed their involvement in the RST&TA program, a community tennis association 
focused on keeping inner-city youth “on the courts, not in them.”  The teenagers, along 
with DD Tennis Service Representative, Nancy Keiper, appeared articulate, calm and 
collected as they highlighted their tennis and life experiences with RST&TA before 
approximately 600 USTA volunteer delegates and staff members.  Also at the meeting, 
Grimes’ gave her farewell address to the USTA Board, as her two-year term as President and 
Chairman of the Board comes to an end. Grimes, a USTA Middle States member, plans 
to provide future guidance to the RST&TA as she is passionate about the program and 
lives in nearby Chadds Ford, Pa. After the meeting, the student-athletes and their parents 
were invited to the US Open to watch the day session matches and were given a back 
stage tour of the facility as guests of the USTA.  As luck would have it, they were able to 
observe a post-match press conference featuring tennis star, Venus Williams, who afterwards 
graciously met and took pictures with each of them.  It was an unforgettable experience of a 
lifetime for these young tennis players!

Delaware District delaware.usta.com

Nancy Keiper, Delaware District Tennis Service Representative; Jane 
Brown Grimes, President and Chairman of the Board, USTA; and 
students and parents from Rodney Street Tennis & Tutoring Association 
pose at the 2008 USTA Semi-Annual Meeting in New York City.

Bob Bratcher and two of his students.
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EPD Members in the Spotlight   
Tommy Meyers – Meyers won six Gold Medals at the 2008 Keystone State Games, a feat never 
accomplished before, as well as the tournament’s Outstanding Tennis Award, and has been nominated for 
the 2008 Keystone State Games’ Kelly Cup Award.  The Kelly Cup is the highest annual honor awarded to 
a Keystone State Games Athlete.  No tennis player has ever won this award. The winner will be announced 
in spring 2009.

Art Smith – Smith was recently recognized by the professional registry of teaching pros for 30 years of 
distinguished service. Smith, a USPTA tennis professional, high school coach and formerly ranked USTA 
Middle States tennis player also made his mark while playing collegiate tennis at Moravian College. 

Alan Heverly – Heverly, a Lehigh Valley tennis pro, player, and coach, was inducted into the 2008 
Moravian College Athletic Hall of Fame.  Heverly, who graduated from Moravian in 1996, was a two-
year member of the men’s tennis team.  He had a 21-8 career singles record after transferring from Bucks 

County (PA) Community College, where he made two appearances in the National Junior College Athletic 
Association (NJCAA) Tournament.  As a senior, he helped the Moravian Greyhounds win the MAC 
Commonwealth Conference title, as the team won a school record 13 matches.  

Winning Touch Super Senior Team – A group of tennis-loving women from the Lehigh Valley, representing Winning Touch Tennis, won the 7.0 division at the USTA 
Middle States Super Senior Section Championship. The women will compete at the National Championship set for April 2009 in Arizona.

A Year of Love  

Over the past year, Winning Touch Tennis (WTT) of Lehigh Valley, along with many  
of the people who play there, showed their love, off the court, to the community.  

In November, led by Leslie Gimbel, the club’s Event Coordinator and Kelly McDonald, a WTT member, the club ran a food 
and blanket drive. More than six boxes of food and blankets were collected, making Thanksgiving a little brighter for those 
less fortunate.   
 
In December, they ran two charity drives, a “Toys for Tots” campaign, which resulted in four large boxes of toys being 
donated; and the second, a fundraiser where handmade lighted glass blocks were made and sold. One-hundred-percent of the 
proceeds from the sale went to local soup kitchens.
 
In May, WTT held a “New Sneakers/Old Racquets” charity drive. A total of 32 tennis racquets were collected and donated to 
Embrace Your Dreams, a local community tennis association serving local youth. Twenty-one pairs of sneakers were collected 
and given to the Boys and Girls Club of Allentown.
 
Bill Kurtain and Steve Dansky, owners of WTT, said they are touched by the kindness of the WTT community. They are 
equally impressed by the energy of Gimbel and McDonald, who spearheaded these events.  

Gimbel quickly pointed out, “These events were only successful because of the generosity of the WTT members!”

Eastern PA District easternpa.usta.com

Split Rock Lodge Busy with Tennis Action  
The tennis action at Split Rock Lodge (Lake Harmony, Pa.) is growing. The site hosted three tournaments: Keystone Kickoff, the Split 
Rock Summer Classic and The Pocono Open. All-in-all the tournaments produced over 141 entrants.

The state flag of Indiana will be added to the state flags on display at Split Rock, as Will Piekarsky won the men’s side of the 2008 
Keystone Kickoff. This brings the total to 12 state flags on display. Christine Bergey (Kingston, Pa.) played another strong tournament 
winning her fourth and fifth Keystone Kickoff titles. This year she won the Girl’s 14s and 16s divisions. A participant since the inaugural 
event in 2005, she has won a singles event every year.
 
The Split Rock Summer Classic followed the first Classic Tennis Camp and included fourteen campers in the draws.  Of the seven events 
held, Classic Tennis Camp attendees captured five titles.

The 4th Annual Pocono Open, a USTA prize money event, was held the weekend of August 15-17.  No. 1 seed Clint Boling (Bethlehem, 
Pa.) defended his 2007 title, defeating No. 2 seed Maksim Tikhomirov of Philadelphia. To add to the pedigree, the event featured players 
from as far away as Massachusetts, Canada and South Carolina.

Each year the Pocono Open selects a participant to receive the Dr. Charles Wolbers Sportsmanship Award for excellence in composure 
and performance. The 2008 recipient was quarter-finalist Michael McGrath from Media, Pa.

Additional stories and information from the Eastern PA District 
can be found on the District Web site:  www.epdtennis.com.

Clint Boling (Bethlehem, Pa.) 
prepares to hit a backhand shot at 
the 2008 Pocono Open. Boling, 
the tournament’s No. 1 seed, 
finished first.

Leslie Gimbel, Winning Touch 
Tennis’ Event Coordinator, poses 
in front of the facility located in 
Allentown, Pa.

The “Winning Touch Super Senior Team” poses with their 
championship banner at the USTA Middle States Super Senior 
Section Championship.
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New Jersey District newjersey.usta.com

Thompson ends USTA League 
coordinator role after 21 years

When Betty Thompson began her journey in 1987 as the USTA 
League men’s coordinator for Central New Jersey, the nationwide 
program was only in its eighth year and was known by its 

sponsor, the Volvo League. Now, after 21 years of working through the 
league’s numerous changes, the Princeton resident has decided to step down.

“Jackie Kimball cornered me one day and I had no idea what I was getting 
into,” said Thompson. “In the beginning we had 11 teams. From that it grew. 
In recent years, I’ve had 38-39 teams and it expanded to South Jersey as well. 
I just kept getting phone calls from fellows who wanted to play. And they 
had to be rated, so we had verification clinics and I headed that up.”

The key for Thompson was to get someone to be captain. Then she would 
have a captains’ meeting, and they would recruit teams. Thompson also 
helped assemble teams. The captains, and she, had paperwork to fill out, and 
Thompson would collect the fees. She also served as the tournament director 
for the league’s district championships. Now, everything is computerized.

Tennis got into Thompson’s blood at age 12, when she received a tennis 
racket for her birthday. She, along with all the other kids in her Mississippi 
neighborhood, taught themselves to play. She played tennis on and off 
through her college days at University of Cincinnati, where she received 
a nursing degree and met her husband Bob. Later, when Bob worked at 
Duke University, four of their five children took lessons from the Duke 
coach. 

Now 79, Thompson has 16 grandchildren and is still playing tennis twice a 
week, but there is another part of her tennis life - as a certified referee - that she 
is continuing. The late Mat Finkelstein got her involved, and after passing a 
test, she was thrown to the wolves for the US Pro Indoor Tournament at the 
Spectrum, calling lines against many of the world’s best players – “baptized 
under fire” she calls it. Since then, Thompson has refereed many junior, 
collegiate, and local matches, and is in her 30th year as an official.

During her nine-year stint with the US Pro Indoor, Thompson was once hit 
in the leg by a John McEnroe serve. She worked a Brad Gilbert match at 
Princeton University when he played for Pepperdine. She was a scorekeeper 
on the outer courts at the US Open. And she chaired a James Blake 
quarterfinal match in the national boys’18s tournament in Kentucky. “He’s 
one of my favorites,” she said.

For her work as an official, Thompson received the 1988 Ed Mellor Award 
for outstanding service in USTA Middle States as a USTA umpire.

“After 21 years, I felt that I would give that up,” said Thompson about her 
league position. “I’m still a certified umpire. I have enjoyed working with all 
these fellows. It’s been a wonderful experience. I’m not getting any younger 
and sometimes I feel I’m overloaded. Now I’ll be able to keep up with my 
kids’ birthdays and travel.” Thompson will also continue her work with PEO, 
a philanthropic educational organization.

Sally Baird, who administers the league program for USTA Middle States, 
said, “I want to thank Betty for her many years of dedicated service to the 
USTA League program and wish her well.”

Thom Bishop has assumed Thompson’s league coordinator position for 
Central Jersey teams, and Dennis Leggoe will handle South Jersey as he did 
last year. Contact information is available on the NJD Web site.

Altschuler Gives Back 
 Everyone who knows Lauren Altschuler knows she loves tennis! She plays 
almost every day, competes in tournaments and was a member of the 
Middle States Jr. Team Tennis team that went to Nationals. When it came 
time to choose a community service project for her Bat Mitzvah, Altschuler 
decided to gear it towards tennis. With the help of Carmen Bannon from 
Special Olympics of New Jersey, Altschuler and her family arranged a 
Special Olympics tennis clinic at Eastern High School in their home town 
of Voorhees, N.J. About 14 Special Olympic athletes were treated to lots 
of on-court activities and instruction, which were organized by Omar 
Gonzalez and Carol MacLennan, both teaching pros at Cherry Hill Health 
& Racquet Club. Each athlete was paired up with an experienced tennis 
player, many of whom were area high school and tournament players. Frank 
Freeburn of Nike was there to help, too, and donated Nike tennis towels 
and other prizes. When asked what the day meant to her, Altschuler said it 
was an “awesome experience.” She especially enjoyed watching the faces of 
the athletes as they were having fun and laughing. She said it felt great to 
know that she may have helped others become interested in tennis, and she 
plans to volunteer next year at Special Olympics tennis events. 

Lauren Altschuler (front row, fifth from left) poses with the instructors, volunteers and 
participants at the tennis clinic she organized for members of Special Olympics of New 
Jersey.

After 21 years, Betty Thompson is stepping down as USTA League men’s coordinator for 
Central New Jersey.
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The Phillies may have grabbed the media 
spotlight in October’s World Series 
Championship, but behind the scenes, 

there was another Philadelphia team you may 
not have heard about that was also representing 
Philadelphia on the National stage.  

On October 23, the 14-and-under Advanced Jr. 
Team Tennis (JTT) team from Arthur Ashe Youth 
Tennis and Education boarded a plane for Mobile, 
Ala., to compete in the 2008 JTT National 
Championship.  The team is the first-ever from the 
Philadelphia District to make it to the National 
Championship.

“They knew they were the only team to ever do 
that,” said Coach Alan Blackwell. “It’s a great 
opportunity for the kids to represent USTA 
Middle States and Philadelphia. They were very 
excited.”   

The novelty of traveling by plane with their fellow 
teammates was clearly one of the highlights for the 
players.

“Yeah, I loved doing that,” said 14-year-old co-
captain Claire Uhle.  

“I’ve traveled before; but not with my friends to go 
somewhere for tennis,” added Episcopal Academy 
freshman, Stephanie Pino. “Traveling as a team 
was really cool.”

The team traveled in matching uniforms 
purchased by the Philadelphia Area Tennis 
District.  “They got us T-shirts and really nice 
jackets that have our names on the side,” said 
Uhle.  

Co-Captain Matt Sullivan said they got a lot of 
attention at the airport.  “People saw we were a 
team,” said Sullivan from Masterman High. “A lot 

Philadelphia District philadelphia.usta.com

of people asked us where we were going and what 
sport we were playing.”

Sullivan and his teammates entered the national 
event with high hopes and expectations. Coach 
Blackwell’s team was solid, having gone undefeated 
in four previous years of play. He told them he 
was expecting nothing but the best. “We’re going 
to bring the gold back; and have a parade in the 
middle of the city and everybody waiting for us at 
the airport when we come back!”  

The seven-member travel team faced off in boys 
and girls singles, doubles and mixed doubles. 
A total of sixteen teams from across the United 
States were vying for the top prize – a National 
Championship.

“We were playing against really good players so it 
made me rise to their level and play really well,” 
said Uhle.  

“I liked how we had the whole team thing,” said 
Jordan Lieb, an eighth grader at the Haverford 
School. Lieb said it was easier to handle the 
pressure as a team, rather than as an individual. 
“It’s different than the normal tournament 
experience because it’s 
not all about you.”  
The teams battled for 
three days. When the 
dust settled, Claire Uhle 
and her teammates 
finished seventh out 
of sixteen, which 
was disappointing to 
Alexandra Nuzhdin, 
“Because we were 
the only team to beat 
the winners (USTA 
Northern), so we could 
have finished first!”

But, the National title is not decided on individual 
match wins, but in total games won.  In that 
regard, the Ashe kids had fallen just short 161 
to USTA Northern’s 165.  Still, they returned to 
Philadelphia with lessons learned and memories 
of fun both on and off the court:  team dinners 
out, nights in a hotel, and a party aboard the USS 
Alabama.

“We danced, talked and walked around,” said 
Nuzhdin.  

“You could go on the battleship and walk around 
in there,” said Sullivan. “That was fun.”

“We really got to make friends with the Northern 
team from North Dakota,” said Lieb. “We hung 
around with them a lot.”  In fact, many of the kids 
say they are keeping in touch today via email and 
Facebook.

As for their Philadelphia homecoming, there was 
no parade or crowd to greet them like the Phillies 
enjoyed.  But the group was surprised by a chance 
meeting with a “real” tennis champion while they 
were awaiting their return flight at the airport.

“It was Murphy Jensen!” said Uhle.  “We were just 
walking through the airport and we just happened 
to see him.”  Jensen was on his way to work with 
Pete Sampras when the Ashe kids descended on 
him.

“We told him who we were and where we were 
from and how we did,” said Sullivan.  “And he 
took a picture with us.” 

The picture isn’t quite like the taking home the 
trophy but it makes for a great souvenir, and 
conversation piece.

An October to Remember
 Philadelphia area teens reach JTT National Championship

The Arthur Ashe team poses before 
a match at the JTT National 
Championships. 
Back row (left to right): Matt 
Sullivan, Jordan Lieb, Stephanie 
Pino, Claire Uhle, Alexandra 
Nuzhdin, and Declan Hahn.  
Front row: Coach Alan Blackwell. 
Missing from photo: Julianne 
Herman.

At the airport, the Arthur Ashe team ran into former professional tennis star Murphy Jensen.
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Middle States Happenings

Photo 1: 2008 Middle States Hall of Fame inductee Ed McQuillin (center) 
poses with wife Elaine (left) and friend Kim McFadden (right) at the October 
ceremony. 
 
Photo 2: Madison Cohen (left), the 2008 Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (PIAA) AA Singles Champion from Lower Moreland High School, 
poses with finalist Casey Robinson (right) of Harriton High School.
 
Photo 3: Angelika Sader (left) and friend Dede Allen (right) pose at the 2008 
USTA Middle States College Day event at Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis & 
Education Center in Philadelphia. Both women presented at the event which 
prepares high school students for the possibility of playing collegiate tennis.
 
Photo 4: A few of the faces behind NJTL of Trenton – Dan Faber, Executive 
Director, Amy Smith, President; and Rob Howland, Development 
Coordinator. The trio pauses for a photo at the 2008 USTA Middle States Hall 
of Fame. 

Photo 5: Judy O’Connor, the wife of the late Bob O’Connor – former Mayor 
of Pittsburgh, poses with Chris Zurawsky, a tournament participant, at the 
2008 Bob O’Connor Summer Tennis Classic in Pittsburgh. 
 

Photo 6: 2008 One of the participants from the 2008 Kids Sports Spectacular 
held at the Wachovia Center in August. The USTA sponsored the event which 
was run by the United Spinal Association.
 
Photo 7: The USTA Middle States’ Men’s 55 Intersectional team recently 
competed at the 2008 USTA National Men’s Intersectional Team Event at the 
Arlington Tennis Center in Arlington, Tex., in November. Left to right - Denny 
Posteraro, Bill Ide, Bill Carpenter, Alan Garabedian, and Frank Bova.
 
Photo 8: Jr. Team Tennis (JTT) participants from the New Jersey District have 
some fun at the 2008 JTT National Championships in Mobile, Ala. Left to 
right – Nathan Perrone, Kevin Taylor, Ryan Dickerson and Breezy Maravich. 
 
Photo 9: The Parkland High School girl’s tennis team, led by head coach Paula 
Kaunitz (center), helped “stamp out” Alzheimer’s at the 2nd Annual Country 
Fair hosted by Country Meadows of Allentown in September. 
 
Photo 10: McMurray, Pa., native Anna Smith (right) talks strategy with partner 
Amanda Bruscemi at the 2008 Little Mo National Championships in Austin, 
Tex., in October.
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