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National Desert Kick-Off
Mark Winters

SENIOR NEWS

JUNE 2015

The Tennis Channel National Husband 
& Wife 100, 120 & 140 Grass Court 

and the Tennis Channel National Men’s 60 
Hard Court Championships, both Catego-
ry I events, provided a stellar kick-off for 
the annual National Championship tour-
naments held in Southern California. The 
matches were played at Mission Hills Coun-
try Club and Steve and Abby Solomon, 
once again, evidenced their PhD organizing 
acumen in the staging of the competitions.

The Solomons’ reputation is well es-
tablished and well earned. For the second 
year in a row, Steve was forced to close 
the Husband & Wife draw due to the tsu-
nami of entries. “On the first day sign-ups 
began in January, fifty-four teams entered 
an astounding two months before anyone 
stepped on the Wimbledon-like lawns at 
the facility,” Solomon said, “There was so 
much interest in playing, we had to open 
a waiting list in an attempt to take care of 
everyone.”

As the final results substantiated, the te-
nacity exhibited fully matched the depth 
of the competitive fields. Jamil and Penne 
 Atcha slipped past Jennifer and John Lyons 
7-5, 5-7, 7-5 to earn the 100 title. In an-
other three set spectacular, Andrew and 
Ann Stanley earned the 120 trophy, scor-
ing a 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 over Steven and Karen 
Haas. Don and Colleen Burns Keenan de-
feated Dave and Diane Willauer, 6-1, 6-3, 
in the 140 final.

“The tournament dinner/dance was 
packed,” Solomon said. “This year, we 
surprised everyone with a complimenta-
ry drink as they entered the clubhouse. 
The players loved it and it set a great tone 
for the evening. After dinner, just before 
the dancing began, Ken Solomon, Tennis 

 Channel CEO & Chairman, answered ques-
tions from the audience. Those on hand en-
joyed having an opportunity to talk about 
tennis, on another level, with the individu-
al responsible for much of the tournament 
coverage seen on television in Southern 
California.”

Solomon continued pointing out, “The 
event is really like two tournaments. The 
top teams in the country entered, and so did 

a number of people who were not as 
skilled. They did so because they had 
heard that it is the best competitive 
and social event that can be found in 
tennis, and we, again, did our utmost 
to prove them right.”

Tournaments by the Solomons 
are unrivaled when it comes to the 
gift bags provided. “Everyone re-
ceived an exclusive long sleeve per-
formance shirt, along with a hat and 

a collection of quality items,” Steve Solo-
mon said. “Tickets to the first day of the 
BNP Paribas Open, at Indian Wells Tennis 
Garden, were also included.”

Already looking ahead, Solomon  noted, 
“In 2016, the tournament will start on 

 Sunday, March 6th. We expect to be able 
to offer a minimum of three matches per 
team. Hopefully, we can achieve this goal 
and make it the template for the 2016 and 
future events.”

From the Grass Court showcase, Steve 
and Abby smoothly segued into the hard 
court championship.

“With a very competitive field, there 
were a number of upsets,” Solomon said. 
Arthur Lee defeated three seeds, including 
top seed, Christofer Bennett before being 
forced to retire in the second set against 
the eventual winner Paul Wulf in the semifi-
nals. Wulf faced Toby Crabel in the final and 
survived a tough three setter, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3.

“In the doubles, Len Woffard and Wulf, 
the top rated team in the country, was up-
set in the semifinals, 7-5, 2-6, 6-4, by Sal 
Castillo and Mel Colizo. Tom Smith and 
Bennett defeated Castillo and Colizo for 
the trophy, 6-4, 6-3.

As part of the tournament tradition, in 
addition to USTA honors, those who ap-
peared in the finals were well rewarded. 
“The winners and finalists, including the 

Dave and Diane Willauer with  
Colleen Burns Keenan and Don Keenan

Brent and Mai Ichikawa-Abel with Penne and  
Jamil Atcha and Jennifer and John Lyons

Tony Crabel and Paul Wulf
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and Miles Seemann 
were the Mother/Son 
winners, 6-1, 7-5 over 
Dina and Parker Mc-
Bride. John and Hannah 
Holladay slipped past 
Jerry and Becky Morse-
Karzen, 6-7, 7-5, 6-2 for 
the Father (60)/Daugh-
ter title. William White 
and Stephanie Tolosa 
were resolute as they downed Herm 
Ahlers and Krista O’Connor, 6-3, 5-7, 
6-2 in the Father (70 Super Senior)/
Daughter trophy round. Ralph and 
Alissa Finerman brought the compe-
tition to a close, downing Enver Meh-
med basich and Susan Wright, 7-6, 6-0 
for Father (80 Ultra Senior)/Daugh-
ter honors.

“The Saturday night banquet in 
the Springs’ dining room, overlook-
ing the golf course with views of the 
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National Father/Daughter & Mother/Son’s New Home
Mark Winters

Steve and Abby Solomon teamed with 
Sheryl Herschman to stage the Ten-

nis Channel National Father/Daughter and 
Mother/Son Senior, Super & Ultra Senior 
Hard Court Championships. Moving from 
the Barnes Tennis Center in San Diego to 
the Springs Country Club, in Rancho Mi-
rage, the tournament, held May 8-10, has 
found a luxurious new home.

“Pleasantly surprising cool days and clear 
skies set the stage for exceptional play in 
all age divisions,” Tournament Director, 
Hersch man, said. “The competition was 
outstanding, yet friendly, which was a plus 
for all. There were many young children 
present, which really added to the family 
atmosphere of the event. The Settles family 
had three generations of players taking part.  

The dilemma was trying to choose a match 
to watch because there were so many for-
mer national champions on the courts 
most of the days.”

Gerrit and Shene Disbergen defeated 
Bruce and Sabrina Man-Son-Hing, 6-0, 6-4 
in the Father/Daughter final. Lisa  Naumu 

Gerrit and Shene Disbergen with Sabrina  
and Bruce Man-Son-Hing

Lisa Naumu and Miles Seemann with  
Parker and Dina McBride

Hannah and John Holladay Jerry and Becky Morse-Karzen

Christian Settles with his grandfather,  
Elliott Rose and his mother, Kathy Settles

William White and Stephanie Tolosa with  
Krista O’Connor and Herm Ahlers

Enver Mehmedbasich and Susan Wright with  
Alissa and Ralph Finerman

Steve Solomon and Sheryl Herschman

back draw, received high quality luggage 
from the ASAKs company, and/or Maui 
Jim sunglasses,” Solomon said. “In addition, 
participants received a special long sleeve 
performance shirt, a Tennis Channel hat 
and other gifts.”

As is the case with the championships 
they stage, the Solomons, “looking to help 
these worthwhile charities,” matched up 
to $1,000 in donations for the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation and the 
United Service Organizations Inc. (USO).

In conclusion, Solomon offered, “Fortu-
nately, we keep improving and that is evi-
denced by the increased participation and 
great reviews that both the tournaments 
continue to earn.”

 mountains in the distance, was spec-
tacular,” Herschman pointed out. “A 
great menu, with delicious food, and 
a staff that defined friendly, made the 
gathering memorable.”

In addition to the Gold, Silver and 
Bronze balls, the winners and fi-
nalists received, respectively, Asics 
shoes and a large Tennis Channel 
tournament travel bag. Special crys-
tal balls were given to the Consola-
tion winners.
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time, we had meals together.
“The competition was good, but not as 

good as it would have been had all the sec-
tions been adequately informed and fielded 
their best teams. Southern California def-
initely had the strongest team and won.”

Hady Fleming, captain of the Women’s 
8.0 team, noted, “I just barely had six play-
ers, and the matches were tough and they 

a field of 16 participants.
Michael Chang captained the Men’s 40 

Tony Trabert team to eleventh place in a 
field of 18 teams.

In 2016, the ITF Young Seniors World 
Championships will take place in Croatia 
in May. Anyone interested in learning how 
to be chosen for a team should review the 
 selection guidelines or send inquiries to 
ustaranking@usta.com
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Southern Californians Lead US ITF Effort
Carolyn Nichols

National Invitational 65s Showings
Mark Winters

Six Southern Californians, selected 
by the USTA, represented the US in 

the International Tennis Federation (ITF) 
Young Seniors World Championships in 
Antalya, Turkey, between March 16th and 
21st. The tournament, the senior equiva-
lent of the Davis/Fed Cup competitions, 
was played on red clay.

Tracie Currie and Debbie Spence- Nasim 
were members of the bronze medal  winning  

The section was well represented at 
the National 65s Invitational in Sur-

prise, Arizona as five of the captains from 
the Coachella Valley teams detailed. Judy 
Louie, who led the Women’s 9.0 squad, 
said, “The tournament site was adequate, 
though warm-up courts were a problem. 
The tournament desk was organized well 
and the people staffing it were very friend-
ly. The Tee-shirts handed out, and the 
medals awarded were nice. One neg-
ative was that there was only one of-
ficial for  twenty-six courts.

“The team camaraderie was great 
because we lucked out and found a 
five bedroom house where most of 
our team stayed (and there was a pool 
table). It was flexible, but most of the 

Women’s 40 Young Cup team.  Spence- 
Nasim won the deciding point to clinch the 
victory in the fourteen-country event.

Gee Gee Garvin captained the Women’s 
35 Suzanne Lenglen Cup team that finished 
sixth of the 14 nations.

Ross Duncan was the playing captain, and 
Marcio Pepe was a member of the Men’s 
35 Italia Cup team that was seventh out of 

were long. It was a nice facility, and we lost 
on Saturday. But, most important, it was 
quite an experience, and we all had a lot 
of fun.”

Barb Bulifant, the captain, was playing in 
her fourth Super-Senior 7.0 tournament 
on the national level. “The only difference 
this time was there was no team party on 
Thursday night, but lunch was provided 

for two days which they didn’t 
at the Nationals. The captains 
didn’t receive gifts, but they 
gave the whole team some nice 
Tee-shirts.

“There were four teams in 
our division and we came up on 
top, but because we lost to the 
team below us, they went on 

The sponsor support was impressive.

Julie Gerken, working with her two-year old 
son, Evan, is getting ready for Mother/Son 

competitions in the future.

Tracie Currie Debbie Spence-Nasim

Gee Gee Garvin
Photo Carolyn Nichols

Ross Duncan
Photo Carolyn Nichols

Marcio Pepe Michael Chang

Herschman added, “The tournament 
was well organized thanks to a team of vol-
unteers who focused on making everything 
run smoothly. A great deal of attention was 
paid to every detail, including presenting 
flowers to all the female competitors on 
Mother’s Day. Several players commented 
that it was the best tournament they ever 
had attended. In 2016, our goal is to strive 
to make the tournament the premier fam-
ily event in the country.”

Women’s 8.0 Team
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to the semifinals. We had the same num-
ber of wins and losses as they did, and we 
had nineteen more games and two more 
sets, but because we lost to them 2-1 in 
the head-to-head they went on. Everyone 
on the team was upset by this.”

Bulifant continued, “We had fun team 
dinners on our own and before we went to 
the tournament we had two lessons from 
our favorite pro in the desert.

 “All the USTA regions except the 
 Caribbean were represented in the Wom-
en’s 7.0 competition, and all the teams we 
played gave us gifts.”

Al Sturges was the proud captain of the 
Sun City-Palm Desert Men’s 6.0 team. 
“Since those on the team are active ten-
nis players and play every day, we managed 
to carve out one day a week to practice as 
a team leading up to the tournament,” he 
said. “I managed to put together a diverse 
group of players and mold them into a win-
ning team. The players’ wives got along well 
and formed an informal routing section 
during the tournament.

“We also employed the services of a 
USPTA Tennis Professional, Frank  Sberno 

to coach the team before the tournament.
“However, since this was not a fully sanc-

tioned USTA tournament, there were only 
a few Court Monitors, and they were not 
up to the task of enforcing rules and reg-
ulations. In one instance that I recall, the 
Court Monitor was not completely knowl-
edgeable on the rules for the Coman Tie 
Break procedures.

“Competing in a 65 division was a chal-
lenge for players who are well into their 
70’s and 80’s. Still, we lost the final in a Tie 
Break.”

Vicky Parkerson led the local Wom-
en’s 6.0 team. “My teams always 
have fun at these events,” she 
said. “There was not much we 
could do other than watch oth-
ers play since we did not want to 
leave the property. The date of  
the event was difficult. We had to 
pay higher prices for hotels be-
cause we were competing with 
the Kansas City Royals and Texas 
Rangers, and NASCAR and a horse 

show that took place on the same weekend. 
We tried to make reservations for dinner 
two nights and the restaurants told us there 
was nothing for a week so we ordered in.

 “My team, who are all way past the 65 
range, worked hard and they played well in 
the heat. They just missed being champions 
when they lost a tight Tie Break. The com-
petition was tough. The winners of our di-
vision told us that they had won the title 
when it was the 60’s five years in a row. 
As far as preparation, the ladies practiced 
together daily and took lessons  together 

from the time they found out we were go-
ing. They never stopped, and I am very 
proud of them.

“Patty Wolcott lost her son, who was a 
fireman, in an accident and she dedicated 
all her training and play to him. She took 
his picture with her to the tournament and 
said she feels that he is now proud of how 
she played. She did not lose a match during 
the tournament.

“The ladies want a 65 team again. I have 
had other players from other teams ask to 
be on our team when I was at the desk at 
the BNP Senior Cup. They are willing. I’m 
the one who has reservations.”

Southern Californians, with a few tweaks 
such as more Court Monitors, ease in find-
ing local hotels and the like, look forward 
to participating again.

Barb Bulifant admitted, “We are encour-
aging more teams to play Super- Senior 65s.” 
Al Sturges said, “Yes, we will be back. We 
are going for the Gold.” Judy Louie conclud-
ed, “The overall experience was very good. 
If there is a 65 Women’s 9.0 team support-
ed by the USTA, I would definitely partici-
pate on the SoCal team next year.”

Women’s 6.0 Team

Men’s 6.0 Team

Four Playing La Baule

Tina Karwasky
Photo Carolyn Nichols

Ros Nideffer Mike Fedderly Carolyn Nichols

The International Tennis Federation Seniors World Team Championships, involving players between the ages of 50-60, took place 
in La Baule, France, June 8-13. A number of Southern Californians will be representing the US in the Davis and Fed Cup-like 

competitions.
Ros Nideffer played for the Women’s 50 Bueno Cup team. Mike Fedderly was a member of the Men’s 55 Austria Cup squad. Tina 

Karwasky and Carolyn Nichols were Women’s 60 Marble Cup competitors.
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pit of my stomach be-
cause I wanted to win so  
badly.”

Having moved into 
very exclusive company 
with her latest triumph, 
Karwasky admitted, “I 
felt none of that when 
I won my second gold 
ball. It was a ‘been there, 
done that’, business as 
usual sort of thing. I had 
already felt all of the 
anxiety and I was over it 
(or so I thought).”

She played national 
championships for some 
time, but didn’t claim the  
ultimate honor until she was thirty-nine 
years old. “I have kept count of the gold 
balls, and must say that number one- 
hundred didn’t just happen,” Karwasky ad-
mitted. “I really have worked for each one, 
and I have never made the assumption that 
I was going to win. Everyone I play is gun-
ning for me.”

The legendary Dodo 
Chaney earned an un-
fathomable three hun-
dred ninety-one gold 
balls during her illus-
trious career, and Bob 
Sherman collected one 
hundred  twenty-five 
during his years of na-
tional play. So Kar-
wasky still has a way 
to go…

“I really enjoy com-
peting and always work 
hard,” she said. “I stay 
in shape and try to im-
prove my game. I plan 
to keep playing and will 

not worry about the number of gold balls I 
have, now that I have one hundred.”

(In May, Karwasky gritted out number 
one hundred and one taking her fourth 
consecutive Women’s 60 Hard Court 
Championships, this time edging Carolyn 
Nichols 3-6, 7-6, 7-5 in three-hours and 
twelve minutes.)
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Tina Karwasky
Photo Jan Cochran

Number 100
Mark Winters

Those who have played national tour-
naments know that it is a special ex-

perience. The setting is more august, the 
competition stiffer and the feeling unique. 
At the end, there is one winner (and of 
course, two in doubles), and that individual 
realizes an accomplishment that, for most, 
is only a dream – A Gold Ball.

This spring, Tina Karwasky defeated 
Wendy McColskey, 6-0, 6-3 in the Na-
tional Women’s 60 Clay Court singles fi-
nal for her ninety-ninth national title. She 
then teamed with Jan Kirkland-Cochran to 
down Sherri Bronson and Katherine Foulk  
6-0, 7-6 for her hundredth gold ball. 

“I won my first at the Women’s 35 sin-
gles at the Merion Cricket Club against 
Barbara Jordan,” Karwasky recalled. “I re-
member thinking that she won the Aus-
tralian Open, in 1979 over Sharon Walsh, 
and I was winning. On my first match point,  
my racquet felt like it weighed a ton be-
cause I was about to win my first gold 
ball. My hands were sweating so much I  
couldn’t hold on to my racquet. Talk about 
pressure. There was a huge knot in the 

MEN’S 45
Kevin Quinn d. Albert Altuna 
6-4, 6-2

MEN’S 30
Brian Matek (Pictured)  
d. Jacob Jensen 
6-4, 6-2

MEN’S 40
Ramsey Gerber (Pictured) 
d. Billy Casas 
2-6, 6-2, 6-2

MEN’S 50
Rob Horsch d. Jason Guillen 
3-6, 7-6, 6-2

MEN’S 50 DOUBLES
Gary Salazar/Doug Mathews d. Horsch/ 
Ron Schmeltzer 
6-3, 4-6, 7-6

MEN’S 55 DOUBLES
Nick Schleif/Ken Landis d. Glenn Teixeira/Swan 
4-6, 6-4, 6-4

MEN’S 55
Bill Moss d. Barry Swan 
6-2, 6-0

129th Southern California Senior Sectional Championships
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MEN’S 60
Toby Crabel d. Emmanuel Acholonu 
6-0, 6-1

MEN’S 60 DOUBLES
Duane Hale/Greg Washington d. Phil Hubbard 
(pictured)/Vincent Brown 
6-3, 6-4

MEN’S 65
Bill Matthews d. Haig Bedrossian 
4-6, 6-4, Retired

MEN’S 65 DOUBLES
Tom Bozarth/Gary Doi d. Ron Moore and Paul Mullis 
6-4, 6-4

MEN’S 70
Jack Metalsky (Pictured) d.  
David Dollins  
Default

MEN’S 75
Lloyd Goldwater d. Bob Jones 
6-2, 6-2

MEN’S 80 DOUBLES
Chuck Nelson/Nielson d. Jack McGinty/Rich Haskell 
7-6, 7-6

MEN’S 80
Saul Snyder d. Dennis Nielson 
6-1, 7-6

MEN’S 85
John Bennett d. Lew Stephenson 
6-1, 6-0

HUSBAND & WIFE
Angie and Jason Cook d. Maria and Curt Cochran 
2-6, 6-4, 6-1

WOMEN’S 70
Janice Tom (Pictured) d. Barbara Pflanz 
6-1, 6-0

FATHER & SON
Ramsey and Jack Gerber d. Cor and 
Rohan Lageweg 
6-2, 6-4



www.scta.usta.com

7

In Memoriam
LaRhonda Amos

Delores Simmons worked with  LaRhonda 
Amos for years. When the community ten-
nis activist passed away in late February a 
tremendous void was created.

“LaRhonda had a gift of reaching out and 
sharing with all of us,” Simmons said. “She 
took us on paths, and gently pushed us to 
learn, because she had knowledge and we 
had to catch up to get on the same page. 
She fulfilled our needs with her creativity 
…whether it was on Facebook, creating 
articles, flyers or banners, all to meet the 
needs of the occasion.

 “She had such a great respect for coach 
Pete Brown so being on the Board of the 
Pete Brown Scholarship Fund, her former 
coach was a perfect match. She wanted to 
convey his influence and love of the game 
and humanity. He influenced those on the 
Board.

“LaRhonda had her Community Tennis 
Newsletter, but she went further helping 
other long time tennis organizations. She 
had a willingness and ability to share her 
skills. She did not dwell on her own per-
sonal story and physical limitations. The 
tennis community was the beneficiary of 
her vision. She loved us, and we will con-
tinue our love for her.

“She was a special lady.”

Jack Darrah

Jack Darrah, who had a dual section im-
pact on the game in both Southern and 
Northern California, passed away on the 
last day of March, at the age of 83, in Palm 
Desert. As Jim Nelson, a member of the 
Southern California Tennis Association 
Board of Directors, remembered, “Jack 
was originally from Northern Califor-
nia. He attended Cal and graduated from 
San Jose State, and played tennis at both 
schools. After college, he became a high 

school teacher.”
Years ago, Darrah, as he always did, can-

didly explained to Ian Jaquiss of the Los An-
geles Times in his story “Mover and Shaker: 
Passion for Tennis Spurs Darrah to Bring 
Major Senior Tournament to His Westlake 
Club” that he taught math and coached golf 
at Orinda High School. He didn’t mince 
words, which was a trait that those who 
knew him appreciated, admitting that he 
had little golf background, but he knew how 
to coach and he got his charges to practice.

The result was a conference champion-
ship that led to the position he wanted – 
to coach tennis. As he explained to Jaquiss, 
“Once I became tennis coach I was in an 
element where I could teach the kids what 
to do and how to train.”

Had Open Tennis been as strong as it 
is now when it came to providing finan-
cial gain, Darrah would have been on the 
tour. But, in his day, he realized that scrap-
ing by would not work. So he transferred 
his energy and effort to coaching. His abili-
ty to help players improve was clearly seen 
during the five years he served as captain 
of the Junior Davis Cup (JDC) team. He 
cherished his time, 1966-’68 then 1970-
’71, with the JDC. In 1969, he took a year 
away from the responsibility of developing 
future US Davis Cup stars to marry Joan, 
who was his star.

Nelson remembered, “After leaving high 
school teaching, Jack managed the Califor-
nia Tennis Club in San Francisco for sever-
al years before becoming the Manager and 
Tennis Director of the Moraga Tennis Club 
in the East Bay.”

In 1979, the Darrahs moved to Southern 
California. “He became the owner of the 
Westlake Tennis & Swim Club, in West-
lake Village, where he staged the National 
Men’s 50 & 55 Hard Court Championships 

for some time,” Nelson said. “He sold the 
club in 1998, and the Darrahs moved to 
Palm Desert, where they lived and they be-
longed to the Palm Valley Country Club.

 “Jack played college tennis and won 
many senior titles beginning in the Men’s 
35 up to the 55s. He was also ranked na-
tionally in the top ten, in both singles and 
doubles, a number of times.”

As Nelson brought out, there was a 
good deal more to his commitment and 
love of the game. “Jack was a former mem-
ber of the Southern California and North-
ern California Boards of Directors. He was 
on the SCTA Executive Committee, and 
chaired several important committees over 
the years.

 “Jack and I, along with Joan and my wife, 
Barbara, were good friends. We had din-
ner together a couple of times a month, 
played golf and the occasional tennis game. 
He was talented, bright and dedicated in 
whatever endeavor he undertook. His vol-
unteer work was extensive. Jack was a man 
of the highest integrity. His was a life worth 
living…”

 (Thanks to Jack Darrah, the Westlake 
Tennis & Swim Club was the SCTA Mem-
ber Organization of the Year in 1987, and 
he received the organization’s Service 
Award in 1994.)

Horst Ritter

Horst Ritter, the 
classy teaching pro-
fessional, who was 
a USC All-Amer-
ican, passed away 
on April 30th. Pri-
or to becoming an 
outstanding senior 
competitor, he and 
Dick Leach were 
one of the most for- 
midable teams on 
the circuit. As an 
instructor, he was 
as personable as he 
was knowledgeable.  
He focused on providing students with a 
better understanding of the game, which, 
in time, improved their playing skills,  
but more important, made them better 
individuals. He was a stylish gentleman 
who will be remembered as a very special  
individual.

LaRhonda Amos with Marty Woods

 Jack Darrah, Jim Nelson, Bill Ulmer and 
George Gill on New Year’s Eve in 2013

Photo Jim Nelson Collection

Horst Ritter
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Not To Be Missed – September 20th 

On Sunday evening, September 20th, at the renowned Riviera Country 

Club, the Southern California Tennis Association will hold a Hall of 

Fame induction dinner gala. An impressive group of former players and tennis 

industry standouts, including Wayne and Kathy Bryan, Jerry and Jeanie Buss, 

William (Bill) Rombeau, Brian Teacher and Pam Teeguarden, will join the 

seventy-six individuals who have become members of this very exclusive club. 

For details about a not to be missed event and reservations, contact  Martha 

Katsufrakis at (310) 208-3838 Ext. 238 or e-mail marthak@scta.usta.com


