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DIANNE MILLER COURAGE IN TENNIS AWARD
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The USTA Southwest Section will honor, in those rare instances when very special circumstances warrant such an award, a person for participation in tennis activities and growing the game in distinctive ways after overcoming extraordinary life changing experiences.  

This award is named after Dianne Miller (on left in picture), who successfully battled Acute Liver Disease.  The situation that she dealt with would have left any normal person defeated. While she was facing death, she put as much dedication into battling her disease as she put into her tennis matches. She received a liver transplant, and was a spectator at a tennis match the first weekend following the procedure. She had a tennis racquet back in her hand three months later.  

She went on to win several Gold Medals in the Transplant Olympic Games and competes in other such events around the world.  She has become an influential role model and spokesperson for the Donors Network Association as well as continuing her passionate advocacy for the sport of tennis…in her home of Tucson and around the world.  

PURPOSE:  This unique award will only be given in the most exceptional of circumstances, to honor an individual who has continued to play, coach, teach, and/or volunteer for the sport of tennis…supporting their local tennis community as well as CTA and/or the USTA SWS…after overcoming adversity and/or unique difficulties in their personal life that are extremely out of the ordinary.  

CRITERIA:  In addition to those descriptors already articulated in the introductory paragraph and purpose, other traits to be considered:

1. Dedicated and determined in the pursuit of their life dreams, including tennis

2. Current USTA Member

3. Optimistic and hopeful, overcoming setbacks (beyond normal athletic injuries)

4. Demonstrated strong character and will

5. Hard working

6. Their good spirit serves as a beacon of hope for others to emulate

Note:  It is not anticipated that this award would necessarily be given annually, but saved for issuance in only very special occasions; thus, CTA’s need only submit nominations when they have identified a truly astonishing candidate.
MUST USE ATTACHED FORM BELOW TO NOMINATE
– Please submit to your CTA Awards Chair Contact
USTA SWS DIANNE MILLER COURAGE IN TENNIS AWARD
NOMINEE_____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

PHONE________________________________________________________________

USTA NUMBER___________________________ EXP. DATE____________________

CHARTERED USTA CTA _________________________________________________

DATE______________________

PERSON FILING NOMINATION____________________________________________

PHONE____________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PERSONAL CHALLENGE ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PERSONAL TRIUMPH ______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________
ABILITY TO INSPIRE AND MOTIVATE_______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IMPACT ON COMMUNITY________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INVOLVEMENT WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ASSOCIATION WITH USTA NATIONAL, SECTION, CHARTERED CTA ____________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


SPECIFIC REASONS NOMINEE DESERVES THIS AWARD______________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE ADD ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ___________________________ ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
