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BY JOYCE DRESLIN

A subcommittee of the USTA’s National Junior Competition

Committee studied over 2,000 tournament directors, narrowing the list

down to those prominent ones who not only run national events, but

also tournaments for their section, district, state and local

communities. At the end of the process, the committee selected only

five to be named as their first class of “Blue Ribbon” Tournament

Directors. And two of the five were from Texas!

Robert Dunivan of Deer Park and Sheryl Osborn of Arlington

were among the five cited as the best of the best.  In recognition of

their hard work and dedication, they were treated to a trip to New York

City and a day at the US Open.

The award came as a complete surprise to both Robert and

Sheryl. There was no nomination process, no interview, and no inkling

that such an award was even being planned until the honorees

received the congratulations letter at the end of July.  

“The tournament directors chosen were thoroughly vetted and are

truly recognized as the best and the brightest,” said Ellen Ehlers, the

USTA Junior Comp Subcommittee Sanction and Schedule

Coordinator. “They really care about every aspect of the tournaments

they run, and at the end of the day, the goal is

for everyone who steps foot on the tournament

grounds, whether it’s a player, parent or coach,

to walk away feeling that this tournament was

well run and met all of their expectations.

These directors continuously exceed

expectations.”

Osborn stated that the best part of being

honored is feeling that the selection was totally

objective rather than subjective. 

“I’m just a grandma from Texas who runs

some tournaments!” said Osborn, who has

never served on a national committee and has

had no previous exposure to those who were

charged with choosing the award winners.

Annually, she runs 16 tournaments, four of

which are national events. 

“I guess I just did a good job within the

limited resources I have,” she concluded.

Dunivan, on the other hand, had long

served on the USTA National Rules and

Regulations Committee, and has been in the

tournament-running business since the 1970s. Each year he puts on

nine major events, including three nationals.  In addition, he does

numerous UIL school events, including the regional and state meets. 

He was more comfortable and familiar with the New York and US

Open scene, having been many times before. This was Sheryl’s first

trip to both. While there, they participated in a round-table discussion

with subcommittee members to share their experiences, best ideas

and advice on recruiting and mentoring new tournament directors. 

“Communication between tournament directors is an important

resource to have and use,” Dunivan said. “There is always so much to

learn no matter how long you have been running tournaments.”

The next time you run into a tournament where the director is

either Robert or Sheryl, you’ll know you are being served by someone

the USTA has determined sets the blue ribbon standard for

tournament play.  

USTA Texas salutes them and is Texas proud to have the best of

the best.

TEXAS SECTION
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Two Texans Selected as USTA’s Best Tournament Directors

Sheryl Osborn

Robert Dunivan

Best Tournament Directors Robert
Dunivan and Sheryl Osborn were
recognized by the USTA with a trip
to NYC and the US Open
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Corpus Christi Awarded $25,000 for Facility Facelift
USTA Texas helped to provide matching grants to the Corpus Christi

Tennis Association with $25,000 for support of the HEB Tennis Center.

They received a $3 million city bond to provide a facelift to the Al Kruse

and HEB Tennis Centers. 

Burleson to Resurface 12 Middle School Courts
Burleson ISD earned $8,000 in matching grants to resurface the

tennis courts at Kerr Middle School. USTA

Texas support allowed the ISD to resurface

12 courts between two middle schools (Kerr

and Hughes).  Kerr is the main hub for

tennis in Burleson. Congrats to Burleson

and their community support.

Mobile of the Month #TXTennisMobile
Vanessa Reese submitted an amazing

picture from her mobile device, capturing

her husband Marcus at the exact time the

ball made contact with his racquet! To

submit your tennis “Mobile of the Month,”

USTA TEXAS NEWS & NOTES
forward it to info@texas.usta.com. #TXTennisMobile

#MyTennisMyGame
How did you find yourself in the game? Share your story and you

could be featured online! www.usta.com/found

Native American and Alaskan Month Nominations 
USTA Texas would like you to

share your stories on Texas Native

American and Alaskans who have

influenced you in tennis and how

tennis has influenced you in

November. These stories can be

about how local pros and coaches

like Dwayne Begay, contributed to the community with tennis, or how

tennis has had a big impact in the community. Nominate at

http://forms.usta.com/texas/TXhistorymonth/index.html



Mixed Doubles 8.0 Results 
San Antonio defeated Valley 3-0 to win

the 2015 Texas 8.0 Mixed Doubles Section

Championship. The team, which plays out of

the Oak Hill Country Club, is captained by

Pam Felton. The team includes Melanie

Bishop, Bryan Poss, Chris Wilcox, Ariel

Navarro, Joseph M. Johann, Susan J.

Rogers, Wendy O’Kane, Omar Gonzalez,

Paula Moczygemba, Jesus Aranda, Holly

Hayes, Joseph Bradley Williams, Bradford J.

Anderson, Zdenka Edgar and Adam C.

Ewing.

Mixed Doubles 9.0 Results
SETX defeated San Antonio 2-1 to win

the 2015 Texas 9.0 Mixed Doubles Section

Championship. Playing out of the Beaumont

Municipal Tennis

Center, the team is

captained by Craig

Fox. The team

includes Tara

Shelander, Kaltrina

Harbuzi, Jorge A.

Lopez, Tanya Roberts, Daniel Duplechin,

Jacob C. Vernon and Tyler D. Cobb. 

Mixed Doubles 10.0 Results
Dallas went undefeated over Houston

and Austin to win the 2015 Texas 10.0 Mixed

Doubles Section Championship. Playing out

of the Oak Creek Tennis Center in Carrollton,

Texas, the team is captained by Kelly

Pearson. The team includes Justin Y.

Huffman, Henry Juan Gonzales, Christopher

Bartholomew Culley, Brian D. Cass, Julie

Jacqueline Gibson, Cynthia Trower Johnson,

Ana M. Castano-Mears, Andrie Meirin, Marc

Rossouw, Manami Kuroda, Joshua

Mckinney, Ruth Brown, Philip J. Farmer and

Cameron R. Nash.

TEXAS SECTION 
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Houston Men’s 3.5 Tennis Team 
Wins National Championship

The men’s tennis team from Houston

representing USTA Texas captured the

national title at the USTA League Adult 18 &

Over 3.5 National Championships held at the

Rancho Las Palmas Resort in Rancho

Mirage, Calif.

The Houston team defeated a team from

Southern California 3-2 in the championship

match.

Houston, playing out of the Homer Ford

Tennis Center is co-captained by Jason

Freeman and

Michael

Tran. The

team

includes

Aleksandar

Bajic, Martin

Brandstaedter, Zach Burgess, Stegan Caster,

Rodrigo Chiquini, Pin Chiu, Connor Ha, Lyle

Manning, Ivan Muller-Sierra, Luis Narvaez,

Chris Reese, Juan Rodriguez, Eric Schultz,

Richard Shadrach, Kevin Shock, Victor Tan,

Stewart White and Greg Wiley.

Plano Men’s 4.0 Tennis Team
Crowned National Champions

The men’s tennis team from Plano,

Texas, representing USTA Texas captured

the national title at the USTA League Adult

18 & Over 4.0 National Championships held

at the Rancho Las Palmas Resort in Rancho

Mirage, Calif.

The Plano team defeated a team from

Phoenix, Ariz., 5-0 in the Championship

match.  Earlier in the day, the Plano team

defeated a team from Fountain Valley, Calif.,

3-2 in the semifinals. They advanced this far

by winning their round-robin flight.

The team is captained by Tony Le and

features Ajay Krishnamoorthy, Ryan DelaPaz,

Victor Tran, Jorge Aguilar, Carlos Aguilar,

Shawn Arcaria, Steve Kemp, William Scott,

Stephen Bennett, Jose Aguilar, Hai Nguyen,

Jack Kemp, Andrew Alarid, Matthew Lenz,

and Tim Newman, and plays at the High

Point Park Tennis Center.

Dallas, NETX, San Antonio and SETX
Win 2015 Mixed Doubles 18 &
Over Sectional Titles

The 2015 USTA League Texas 18 & Over

Mixed Doubles Sectional Championships for

6.0, 7.0, 8.0, 9.0 and 10.0 divisions was held

in Tyler, Texas from Oct. 2-4. Teams from

Dallas, NETX, San Antonio and SETX took

home sectional titles and will represent Texas

at the USTA League National Championships.

Mixed Doubles 6.0 Results
NETX squeaked by SETX, Austin, San

Angelo, Amarillo and Dallas to win the 2015

Texas 6.0 Mixed Doubles Section Champi-

onship with a 4-1 record. The team is

captained by Crissy Forrest and consists of

Lauren Madden, Jennifer Pond Solomon,

Patricia Dailey, James Neal Solomon, Rob

Dailey, Veena Ramachandrappa Reddy,

Paulo Pliego, Travis Wilcox, Daniel Bradley

Utpadel,

Ben

Harclerode,

Brenda

Diane

Thomas,

Shawn D.

Kielman,

Mani Pazhana, Tricia R. Courtright, Debra

Richardson, Matthew Harmon and Candace

Rose Couch.

Mixed Doubles 7.0 Results
San Antonio defeated Houston 2-1 to

win the 2015 Texas 7.0 Mixed Doubles

Section Championship. Playing out of the

Club at Sonterra, the team is captained by

Shawn Connolly and includes Martha Fields,

Santiago Bou, Natalie Pfeiffer, Daniel Coffey,

Courtney N. Connolly, PJ Pfeiffer, Michael L.

Woolard, Shiela Rae Rohweder, Linda Lee

Walsdorf, Jeremy Carr, Jennifer Rogers,

Michelle Lynn Gonzalez, Estephania Ruiz,

Angel Gonzalez and Eileen Joy Lash.
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The 2015 USTA Texas League 55 & Over

Sectional Championship was held Sept. 25-

27 in Beaumont, Texas at the Beaumont

Municipal Tennis Center and at Lamar

University. USTA Texas crowned seven new

champions in a wet and rain-filled weekend

of exceptional play. The winners will advance

to the USTA League National Champi-

onships.

55 & Over Women’s 6.0 

San Antonio out-paced Fort Worth and

NETX with a 3-1 overall record to take the

2015 Texas

League 55 &

Over 6.0

Ladies title.

The San

Antonio team

playing out of

NEISD Blossom Tennis Center was captained

by Rosemary G. Vernor and co-captained by

Bev Williams and included Lucy Leo,

Margaret Taylor, Karin Shaw, Ruby M. Culp,

Patricia Metts, Martha Winfrey Stevenson,

Myrtha Horton and Gail Wilson Dillard.

55 & Over Women’s 7.0

Austin defeated Fort Worth 2-1 to win the

2015 Texas League 55 & Over 7.0 Ladies title.

The Austin

team playing

out of the

Lakeway

World of

Tennis

Country Club

is captained by Sherry Lynn Johnson and

includes Lily Davis, Karen M. Winborn, Betsy

June Blair, Nadine Higgins, Stacy L. Spencer,

Charlene Lowe, Rhonda Jackson West,

Deborah M. Zonana, Hazel M. Norton, Helen

Russell, Catherine A. Young, Cari J. Oliver, Liz

Stringer, Amanda J. Jensen, Lori Hanish and

Deborah Klufa Terry.  

55 & Over Men’s 7.0

Houston defeated Dallas 3-0 to win the

2015 Texas League 55 & Over 7.0 Men’s title.

The Houston

team playing

out of the

Missouri City

Recreation

and Tennis

Center in

Missouri City, Texas was captained by Tony

De Santis and includes Miles Marks, Mike

Barbour, Augustine Ouseph, Nasir Walji,

Gene H. Saylors, Francois Hindlet, David C.

Wang, Emmitt E Bryan and Yulim Tey.      

55 & Over Women’s 8.0 – Results

Austin defeated Fort Worth 2-1 to win

the 2015 Texas League 55 & Over 8.0 Ladies

title. The

Austin team

playing out of

the

Georgetown

Tennis

Center is

captained by Jan Pierpoint and co-captained

by Linda Warner. The team includes

Rosemarie G. Smith, Carol J. Welder, Cheryl

Ann Bicknell, Sandy Arico, Vicki S. Rogers,

Jane Ann Honeycutt, Diane S. Shapiro,

Brenda M. Latta, Mary Anne Clement, Karen

Shields and Ruth Ryan.

55 & Over Men’s 8.0

North Houston (NOHO) defeated Fort

Worth 3-0 to win the 2015 Texas League 55

& Over 8.0 Men’s title. The NOHO team

playing out of

The

Woodlands

Parks &

Recreation in

The

Woodlands,

Texas is captained by Phil Kerig and co-

captained by Andre Fainier Beridon. The

team includes George Orchard, Bruce A.

Eaton, Eddie A Janek, Elpidio S. Hizon, Ron

Travis, Ray C. Prizler, Robert S. Zlotnik, Scott

Stafford, Aubrey Frazier, Gary A. Hirshey,

Jorge Lei, Michael Spearman and David N.

Lipshutz.   

55 & Over Women’s 9.0

NOHO (North Houston) outlasted Dallas

by going 4-0 to win the 2015 Texas League

55 & Over 9.0 Ladies title. The NOHO team,

playing out of

the

Woodlands

Park and

Recreation

Department

in The

Woodlands is captained by Hannah Cluiss

and includes Rox Ann Schanzenbach, Lisa

Boettcher Caledonia, Kathy Anderson,

Melinda L. Herrick, Sheri A. Lingnau,

Michelle Marin and Terri Thyssen.

55 & Over Men’s 9.0

Houston edged out San Antonio and

Dallas to win the 2015 Texas League 55 &

Over 9.0 Men’s title. Jimmy O. Kilshaw

captains the

Houston

team playing

out of

Memorial

Park Tennis

Center. The

team

includes Joe Schornick, Jim W. Hamilton,

Walter M. Fortenberry, W. Leake, Tom Caine,

Louie C. Aro, Rick Wertz, Michael J. Moss,

Thomas A. Courson, Tim Roehrick, John

Berryhill and Craig Richardson.

Austin, Houston, North Houston Win 55 & Over Sectional Titles



Teams from Austin, Dallas and San

Antonio were crowned champions at the

USTA Texas 40 & Over League Sectional held

in San Antonio from Sept. 18-20. All of the

winners will advance and represent Texas at

the USTA League 40 & Over National

Championships. Congrats to all the partic-

ipants and thanks to the wonderful facilities

in San Antonio that hosted the sectional:

McFarlin Tennis Center, Blossom Tennis

Center, Sonterra Country Club, Alamo

Heights and San Antonio College.

3.0 Women’s

Dallas went undefeated with a 5-0

record outpacing San Antonio to win the

2015 USTA

Texas 40 &

Over 3.0 Ladies

League

Sectional. The

Dallas team

playing out of

the Stonebridge Country Club in McKinney

and is captained by Dawn Groskopf. The

team includes Cheryl A. Christopherson,

Leah Bedgood, Emily Law Chapman, Diane

Yvonne Zaia, Amy Smith, Colleen M. Trayner,

Beth Cromwell, Sharon L Smith, Cristine

Giacchino, Deborah Kaye Schlang, Laura

Lakey, Sally J. Wilson, Rafael V. Smith, Susan

Bridget Harris, Melinda Cantu, Stephanie

Anne Pesano, Theresa Cina Lane and Kelly

Calkins Roberts.

3.0 Men’s

The Dallas 3.0 men’s team from the High

Point Park Tennis Center in Plano won the

2015 USTA

Texas 40 & Over

3.0 Men’s

League

Sectional. The

team is

captained by

Robert Bender and includes Mark G. Rieth,

Richard Mattock, Gelvin Zuniega Bolongaita,

Tom Tran, Tom Rockwell, Chris Martin, Bill

Koons, Terry Lucas, Bo McNurlen, Philip

Korenman, James Kawahigashi, Dennis R.

Rosini, Mark Rollins and Tom Kienzlen.

3.5 Women’s

Dallas defeated Austin 3-2 to win the

2015 USTA Texas 40 & Over 3.5 Women’s

League Sectional. The Dallas team captained

by Lynn Hord is from the High Point Tennis

Park Center in

Plano. The team

includes Sharon

B. Jameson,

Adrianne L.

Ramirez, Jenny

Garden, Kathy

Albers, Elizabeth S. Vice, Jacqui Trujillo

Chappell, Jill Milliner, Sue Lopez, Michelle W.

Messina-Packer, Shawn Marie Davis, Caryn

Dula, Jeanna Marie Dwyer, Robin Lynn

Bates, Elizabeth Oxford, Teal Scott, Mary-

Ellen Schuttenhelm, Jo Ann Moldenhauer,

Regan Anne Ebert, Heather Nicole Stevens,

Keri Denise Jordan, Peggy Albachiara, Anna

Morway and Courtney Chalmers Howard.

3.5 Men’s

Wild San Antonio defeated San Antonio

3-2 to win the 2015 USTA Texas 40 & Over

3.5 Men’s League

Sectional. R.

Mason Spencer

captains the team

playing out of the

Alamo Heights

Tennis Center.

The team includes G. Richard. Galloway,

Carlos Alonso, Jason Allen Grewe, Vic

Quintanilla, Lee Galon, Bruce T. Thompson,

Charles L. Wedge, Jason Liu, Eduardo Ruiz,

Jake Perales, Michael L. Key, Bret Linsacum,

Craig Pollman, Thomas Walthall, Carlos

Campos, Dino Garcia and Juan L. Montoya. 

4.0 Women’s

Austin defeated Dallas 4-1 to win the

2015 USTA Texas 40 & Over 4.0 Women’s

League

Sectional. The

team is

captained by

Christi

Blackley and

plays out of

the Williamson County Tennis Center in

Leander. The team includes Katie Sung,

Jennifer Leigh Semler, Vickie Wright, Carol

Ann Rima, Rhona Hsu, Allyson A. Tinker,

Kristin Spencer, Melanie Brent, Lauren Van

Ackeren, Aruna C. Bernier, Melissa Anne

Baum, Kathy H. Bobo, Brooke L. Evans and

Melissa McAdams.

4.0 Men’s

Dallas defeated North Houston (NOHO)

3-2 to win the 2015 USTA Texas 40 and Over

4.0 Men’s League Sectional. The Dallas team

plays out of

Fretz Tennis

Center and

includes

Shawn

Anthony

Arcaria, Tom Phillip Schindler, Mike Fincher,

Stephen W. Bennett, Keith Clark, Bud

Thames, Doug Voss, Jerry T. Palacioz, Mike

Zackary, Ryan DelaPaz, Ron Corcoran, Kevin

James McNamee, Stephen Graham, Mike

Pearson, Tim R. Newman, Tony Le, Bill

Stetzer, Jacques Mbede, Scott Faris, Andras

Bocsardi and Mark Sweeney.

4.5+ Women’s

Dallas outpaced Austin to win the 2015

USTA Texas 40 and Over 4.5+ Ladies League

Sectional

with a perfect

5-0 record.

Playing out

of the

Brookhaven

Country

Club, the team includes Teri Ware, Krista L.

Carlson, Julie Salomon, Holly E. Kerr, Dena

Coe, Joni Wolfe, Blair C. Mulleady, Anne Belli

Perez, Franchel Krueger, Lynne M. Cook,

Stahr S. Flentge-Freedle, Kimberly Erin

DeWitt, Lynh Pham and Mercedes

Fernandez.

4.5+ Men’s

Austin defeated San Angelo 3-2 to win

the 2015 USTA Texas 40 and Over 4.5+

Men’s League

Sectional. The

team is

captained by

Darrell Breeden

and plays at the

South Austin Tennis Center. The team

includes Juan Dekruyff, Stephen Creel, Jeff

Lim, Michael P. Dillon, Steven Gilmer, Robert

B Gonzalez, Edward D. Brady, Douglas B.

Harrison, Michael James Caskey, Michael

Paul Friedman, Danny Dobbs, Darrel Solanik,

Charlie Johnson, Robert T. Grisamore, Tom

Suhler, Keith Briscoe, Lytton Allen and John

R. Hernandez.
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Austin, Dallas, San Antonio Wins 40 & Over Texas League Titles
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BY JORDAN KASPRZYNSKI

In the heart of the Texas Panhandle lies

a city called Amarillo, a Tex-Mex area with

friendly people and breathtaking views only

seen in the Texas panhandle. The USTA

Texas tennis community in Amarillo is a big

and friendly environment, with around 500

members. The organization contains a strong

core of members who keep the organization

running smoothly. One group of exceptional

people in this area is Carlos and Claudia

Aragon and their family. They have dedicated

their time and abilities to better tennis.

Carlos was born in Tucumcari, New

Mexico and represented Tascosa High

School in the boys’ doubles tournament.

Carlos graduated with a degree in chemistry

and teaches 10th grade at Caprock. Born in

Mexico, Claudia and her family moved to

Amarillo when she was 11 years old. She

attended Caprock where she played tennis.

Graduating with a degree in education from

West Texas A&M, Claudia teaches Spanish

and recently graduated from Lamar

University with a masters in counseling. 

The family tennis tradition began when

Carlos returned from the military and was

catching up with friends and he saw Claudia

playing with her friends from church. 

“It’s my life. That’s the one thing that’s

never been buried in my life. No matter

where I’ve been I can always find a court to

play on,” said Carlos.

Married for 25 years, the Aragon family

now includes twins Ellie and Tessa and

youngest Maggie. Ellie and Tessa are

freshman at Tascosa. Both are involved in

Junior Team Tennis, where they played and

helped younger students with their skills.

During middle school, they were also

involved in orchestra until they had to

choose between orchestra and playing for

the high school junior varsity team. Tennis

won without discussion. The twins are also

involved at their church’s organization,

Leadership Teens of Christ. Ellie and Tessa

also volunteer to help children in school and

church with Spanish, a language they fluently

speak.

The younger Maggie is popular within

the community for being the cheerleader for

the family at all their tennis events. Although

she has physically and mentally disabilities, it

doesn’t stop her from cheering her family at

every tennis event she can attend.

“I want them to learn to be good with

people, how to fight for what you want,” said

Carlos when asked what he wants his

children to learn from tennis. 

Robbie Ritter, longtime friend of the

Aragons, admires the family for constantly

loving and including Maggie in everything. 

“They work hard and are dedicated and

love their children,” said Ritter.

Despite their busy schedules, the

Aragon family are avid volunteers for USTA

Texas. Carlos and Claudia were both

coaches for two JTT teams for over four

years. Their duties as JTT coaches include

practice, tournament prep and picking up or

dropping off students if necessary. Should

any of the teams they are involved with go to

state or out-of-town events, they turn it into

a trip for the whole family to enjoy. 

Now that their girls are in varsity high

school tennis, Carlos is the assistant coach

for the high school tennis teams, and the

parents have become members of the

booster club. Tessa and Ellie were involved in

JTT teams and are USTA junior players,

having made it to sectionals on several

occasions. 

Amarillo Tennis Association Executive

Director Ona Lee Johnson can trust the

Aragon family to assist her in any way

possible. 

“They are the leaders and the doers. I

always ask them to do something and they

will,” said Lee Johnson. 

USTA members like the Aragon family

are a huge factor to the development and

success of the USTA in Amarillo. It is with

support from families like the Aragons that

the USTA in Amarillo can grow to better

foster tennis players of all levels.

Amarillo Family Affair: The Aragon Family



BY VERONICA NICHOLLS

Each year thousands of

National Junior Tennis and

Learning participants put pen

to paper to express their

knowledge, feelings and

experiences in the Arthur Ashe

Essay Contest. This year over

1,000 kids from USTA Texas

submitted essays for their

chance to win big.

Mikayla Smith from the

Dallas Tennis Association won

a trip to New York City as the

national winner to attend the

Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day

program.

Answering the question,

“Who is a local NJTL hero in your community that resembles what Mr.

Pasarell did through NJTL?” participants were able to draw from their

knowledge of NJTL Co-Founder Charlie Pasarell when reflecting on

the heroes in their NJTL communities.

Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day presented by Hess is the largest single day,

grassroots tennis and entertainment event in the world, with chart-

topping performers, celebrities and some of the best tennis players in

the game coming together to celebrate the life and values of tennis

legend and humanitarian Arthur Ashe.

For more information on the Arthur Ashe Kids’ Day go to

www.arthurashekidsday.com/

Listed below are the 10 USTA Texas winners and they are the

Texas nominees for the national contest winner to attend the Arthur

Ashe Kids’ Day in New York on Aug. 29.

10U Girl: Samantha Zwiwrlein from the Dallas Tennis Association

wrote about her Coach E. who made her feel welcomed and excited

to be in the program.

10U Boy: Leo Li from the Dallas Tennis Association wrote,

“Coach James is just like Mr. Pasarell, the best coach, and is the main

reason why I love tennis so much.”

12U Girl: Kennedy Busick from the Dallas Tennis Association

wrote about Carol Reed, who’s a natural leader using her gift to bless

children participating in NJTL.

12U Boy: Christopher Turner from the Dallas Tennis Association

also wrote about Coach Carol and how she’s been like another mom

to him.

14U Girl: Titania Price from Tennis Success in Corpus Christi

wrote about how her coach Ronald Elizando and herself have both

come from rough neighborhoods and used the love of tennis to help

overcome struggles.

14U Boy: Brady Brazda from the Houston Tennis Association

likened coach Henry Washington to a superhearo, writing "Instead of

wearing a cape, he wears many hats!"

16U Girl: Jessica Santos from the Dallas Tennis Association

wrote about how Coach Frank Charles and his welcoming nature,

always inviting kids to join the NJTL program and singing its praises.

16U Boy: Nicholas Thomas from the Houston Tennis

Association attributed many of his successes to Uncle Charles “Mick”

saying, “Without his help it would have seemed daunting and

unattainable.”

18U Girl: Mikayla Smith from the Dallas Tennis Association

wrote about her coach Bert Cole. Coach Bert has taught her to give

back to the community and set her goals high and aim even higher. 

18U Boy: Jinjie Ling from the Zina Garrison Academy in Houston

recognized his coach, John Wilkerson, and how his efforts in reaching

out to struggling youth should be equally important to the pros we see

on TV.
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Vive tu Vida: Hispanic Family Event Promotes
Physical Activity 
BY LAN AU

Vive tu Vida Get Up! Get Moving! is a

yearly Hispanic family event that promotes

staying active physically along with healthy

lifestyles across the nation. Vive tu Vida

was held in Dallas at Kiest Park early in

September.

The event provides health screenings,

delicious healthy foods and drinks and

several fun activities. Among the nonstop

Zumba, rock climbing and other activities,

there were pop-up tennis nets ready for children and adults to

participate and hit regardless if they knew how to play. 

USTA Texas was one of the several sponsors present at Vive tu

Vida, promoting healthy lifestyles in the Hispanic community. Bert

Cole, the Dallas Tennis Association NTJL Director, Veronica Nicholls,

the USTA Texas Diversity and Inclusion/ NJTL Coordinator and five to

10 volunteers including parents from the local tennis program Dallas

Tennis and Education Academy were all working the USTA Texas

booth. 

The tennis volunteers worked the pop-up nets playing and facili-

tating tennis for all those who were interested in hitting, while the

directors spoke out to several families, informing them of the available

tennis programs and opportunities. Programs such as USTA Texas

Hot Shots, a school-based tennis activity are supported locally by

Dallas’s NTJL chapters and Kiest Park also has a free tennis program

that is offered on Saturday afternoons to juniors of all skill levels. 

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., the popup nets were bustling with children

ecstatic to play tennis. Some kids remained at the nets for extensive

periods of time or came back to play some more. Even adults joined in

on the fun, bonding with their children and family over tennis. 

USTA Texas appreciated seeing the smiles on the faces of the

children and adults from this community event enjoying the sport. 

A mom was overheard saying that she was going to take her child

on to the free noon lessons at the park after finishing up with Vive tu

Vida. 

There was a great turnout of families interested in getting

themselves or their children active in tennis from Vive tu Vida. USTA

Texas looks forward to finding more tennis players and connecting

them with the current tennis community as they have done through

Vive tu Vida.  

Texas Ashe Essay Contest Winners for 2015
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“Whew!” As we are winding down USTA

Texas leagues for this year, along with all of

the Texas Sectional Championships, we are

also preparing for the 2016 league season.

In light of these preparations, I wanted to

make you aware of a new rule change.  

In previous years of the Adult 40 and

Over 4.5+ league, a team was allowed to

have up to two (2) 5.0 players on its roster;

however, for the 2016 USTA Texas league

season, a new rule will allow a team to have

up to three (3) 5.0 players on the roster.

Because some cities begin the 2016 league

season in the fall as an early start to league,

some of you may already be aware of this

rule change.  It is important to remember that

each team is still only allowed to play two of

its 5.0 players in any given team match,

assuming your league is using the format of

two (2) lines of singles and three (3) lines

doubles. In addition, the 5.0 players must

play in the line one (1) position in either

singles or doubles. 

On another note, the 2016 USTA Texas

Section Championship Schedule will be

coming out in the next few weeks. Once it is

available the schedule will be posted on the

USTA Texas website. I also wanted to let you

know, the 2015 Year-End Ratings will be out

tosha’s touch
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on or about Dec. 1.  Once the ratings are out,

you will be able to find a link listed on our

USTA Texas website at

www.texas.usta.com.   

For those of you with questions about

the Year-End Ratings, please take a look at

the “Frequently Asked Questions” page that

will be listed on our website. In addition to

answering common questions, the page will

provide a link to the ratings. Again, we

encourage you to refer to the FAQs on the

USTA Texas website, as they may answer

many of the questions you have. 

Finally, I want to give a big THANK YOU!

to all of the league captains across the state.

We truly appreciate the time and effort you

volunteer to the game of tennis and the

USTA Texas leagues.  I know how much time

is spent organizing and coordinating your

team players and matches, particularly the

make-up matches, and I wanted to let you

know that we appreciate all of your effort and

energy because each of you help make the

USTA Texas league program successful.  

I also want to send out a big THANK

YOU to all of the many volunteers who

helped with the leagues throughout the year.

We cannot run our Texas Sectional Champi-

onships and make them a success without

our wonderful volunteers, who help us make

it happen. Thank you all for giving back to

the game of tennis; it is recognized and truly

appreciated!   
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Ask a Better Question

Stephen Covey, author of the bestselling book 7 Habits of Highly

Effective People, has a wonderful thought about the goals, challenges

and obstacles that arise in our lives. He says that how we view the

problem, is the problem. Without going into great detail, what he’s

basically saying is that our perspective on the situation often doesn’t

fully represent the true picture and thus our options for solutions are

not as abundant as possible. I think that is precisely accurate and I

would like to add an additional point to consider, which parallels his

theme often the questions we ask are equally as limiting to us. 

As we head into 2016, I am personally challenging myself to “Ask

a Better Question.” We all recognize that our sport is evolving and

van’s advantage

By Van Barry
USTA TEXAS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PRESENTED BY

how we deliver tennis to our multitude of consumers must also evolve.

Part of the challenge may be that we may view current challenges and

future innovations through a past lens or perspective. To the point of

asking a better question; if we ask empowering questions, we’ll get

empowering answers. By the same token, if we ask a limiting question

we’ll find a limiting answer will surface. I’ve previously stated that for

the sport of tennis to be impactful in as many lives as possible we

must create innovative programs, services and products that engage

the diverse needs of our users.

I suggest one method of doing so is to ask highly creative,

innovative and compelling questions about how we grow the sport,

about how we conduct our day-to-day business, about how we run

our existing programs, about how we develop better players … and

on and on. For example, instead of asking “how can we grow under

30 league players by 10 percent next year,” I might ask “how can we

double under 30 league over the next 3 years.” This serves two

purposes; first, by thinking in terms of three years, it gives a longer

perspective to developing a solution and structure that works.

Secondly, by seeking to double participation, it will take our thought

process in an entirely different direction than we might otherwise find.

It would force us to foster and consider a much broader scope of

ideas.

I hope you will continue to challenge and ask more powerful

questions about our sport and where together, we can all take tennis

in the next 5 years. I would love to hear your thoughts.

As always, your questions, comments and observations are

welcomed at vbarry@texas.usta.com
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Another thing that occurred to me throughout the process was what

a great scheme of communications and terrific structure that has

evolved out of our Community Tennis Associations. The USTA and USTA

Texas expend substantial resources, but none of it would be worth much

without the aid of our grassroots providers and local assistance from the

CTAs. From a section perspective, its obvious success requires

teamwork at all levels of the USTA: national, sectional and local. Superior

communication up and down the ladder is key to our continued long-

term success and crucial to our mission of growing the game. 

This is my final president’s message of 2015. I’d like to give a

hearty thanks to the USTA Texas and CTA staff and all our sectional

and local volunteers for their contributions to growing the game of

tennis in Texas. Wishing everyone happy holidays and a safe and

prosperous new year!

As we near the close of another tennis calendar year, I’d like to

reflect upon 2015 and USTA Texas. 

I’ve been involved as a volunteer with USTA Texas for more than

15 years. During that time, I’ve grown to know many other volunteers

and staff members and feel as if I have pretty respectable working

knowledge of the day-to-day operations at USTA Texas and tennis in

general in Texas.  

At the USTA national semiannual meeting in New York this past

September, I was asked to meet with the national board of directors

and provide an account of the state of Texas tennis. With the help of

the USTA Texas staff, we crafted a report detailing our organization

and a road map of how we plan to grow the game in Texas.

From the days leading up to the presentation and all during, I

realized what a great and established support system we have in

Texas. Our strategic

partnerships are strong. Our

tennis pathways for youths

and adults are continuing to

develop and I believe are

some of the best in the entire

USTA. I was very proud to

report to the board that we

have a tremendous organi-

zation of professional and

talented staffers and

accomplished volunteers who

work together as a team. 

PResIdent’s message
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A Great and Established Support System in Texas


