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MIKE HAYNES WINS USTA TEXAS RANDY SNOW 
WHEELCHAIR TENNIS SERVICE AWARD  

 
  
AUSTIN, Texas – The 2016 USTA awards banquet began with the honoring of Mike Haynes of 
Austin, Texas who received the 2015 USTA Texas Randy Snow Wheelchair Tennis Service 
Award. This award goes to a volunteer, wheelchair player, teaching professional or coach who 
has over time demonstrated excellence in promoting, advancing and improving the state of 
wheelchair tennis in his/her USTA Texas community.  

Mike began playing tennis in junior high, but while attending the University of Texas, Mike was 
tragically injured by a gunshot wound. Despite his shocking experience, he never lost his 
passion for tennis, and began playing wheelchair tennis a few years later. In 1999, he was voted 
Most improved Wheelchair Tennis Player in the Nation and was later positioned to make the 
Paralympic team.  

But Mike was not just an athlete, he has dedicated himself to the sport for over 43 years and he 
continues to make a difference by coaching and directing tournaments in the Austin area. He 
was a driving force behind the efforts to bring wheelchair tennis to Austin, and in 1990, he 
formed the Austin Wheelchair Tennis Association.  
 
Additionally, Mike served on the Board of the National Foundation for Wheelchair Tennis, the 
National USTA Wheelchair Tennis Committee, and the USTA Texas Wheelchair Tennis 
Committee where he has been a volunteer for over 15 years. 
 
Mike had the honor of working alongside wheelchair tennis legend Randy Snow, and is grateful 
for the doors that he opened for himself and the rest of the wheelchair tennis community. Now, 
Mike spends much of his time on the court teaching people with disabilities, but his greatest joy 
is teaching tennis to his three young children. 
 
The entire awards banquet can be viewed at the USTA Texas YouTube page. 
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USTA Texas 
Located in Austin, USTA Texas is a not-for-profit volunteer organization with over 52,500 individual members and over 600 
organizational members. Since 1895, USTA Texas have been one of the 17 sections of the United States Tennis Association, the 
governing body of tennis in America. USTA Texas is the third largest of the sections and features a Pathway of tennis programs for 
beginning, recreational and competitive juniors, adults and seniors. With hundreds of volunteers, USTA Texas is devoted to 
promoting and developing the growth of tennis in Texas. For more information about USTA Texas go to www.texas.usta.com, “like” 
the official USTA Texas Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ustatexas or follow us on Twitter @USTATexas. 
 
For more information, contact: Derick Hackett, Communications Manager, USTA Texas (512) 443-1334 ext. 202; 
dhackett@texas.usta.com.  Press release written by Pippa Horn, USTA Texas spring intern.	  	  
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CUTLINE:	  (L	  to	  R):	  Joyce	  Dreslin,	  USTA	  Texas	  awards	  committee	  chair,	  Mike	  Haynes,	  Randy	  Snow	  
Wheelchair	  Tennis	  Service	  Award	  winner	  and	  USTA	  Texas	  president	  Frank	  Kelly.	  	  Photo	  by	  Pippa	  Horn	  /	  
USTA	  Texas.	  
	  
	  


