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USTA Texas Staff
512-443-1334 Office

Executive Director
Ken McAllister x201 KMcAllister@texas.usta.com
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Rhonda Lindsey x204 RLindsey@texas.usta.com

Office Manager/Awards Coordinator
Pam Jaeger x216 PJaeger@texas.usta.com

Controller, Executive Director Tennis & Education Foundation
Larry Eichenbaum x222 LEichenbaum@texas.usta.com

Director of Community Development
Mike Carter x207 MCarter@texas.usta.com

Assistant Director of Community Development
Kristi Hotz x219 KHotz@texas.usta.com

Junior Team Tennis Coordinator
Eric Clay x212 EClay@texas.usta.com

Collegiate, Adaptive and Wheelchair Tennis Coordinator
Todd Carlson x208 TCarlson@texas.usta.com

MP/NJTL/Adult Programs Coordinator
Marcos Valdez x218 Valdez@texas.usta.com

School, After School and Beginner Programs
Katy Rogers X215  KRogers@texas.usta.com

Tennis Service Representative-North Central Region
Laura Gilbert   LGilbert@texas.usta.com

Tennis Service Representative-Northwest Region
Amanda Shaw  AShaw@texas.usta.com

Tennis Service Representative-Southeast Region
Cindy Benzon  CBenzon@texas.usta.com

Tennis Service Representative-Border/South Texas Region
Rene Garcia  Garcia@texas.usta.com

Tennis Service Representative-Northeast Region
Robyn Readicker  Readicker@texas.usta.com

Director of Competitive Tennis
Steve Cobb x210 SCobb@texas.usta.com

Adult & Senior Competitive Coordinator
Nancy Perkins x217  NPerkins@texas.usta.com

Section League Coordinator
Tosha Smith x231 TSmith@texas.usta.com

Junior Competitive Coordinator
Melissa Chambers x220 MChambers@texas.usta.com

Junior Competitive Coordinator
Paige Schumacher x211  PSchumacher@texas.usta.com

Junior Competitive Coordinator
Chad Loup x209 CLoup@texas.usta.com

NTRP/Assistant League Coordinator
Todd Reed x232  TReed@texas.usta.com

Director of Marketing
Stephanie Arena x206 SArena@texas.usta.com

Communications Manager
Granger Huntress x202  GHuntress@texas.usta.com 
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The President’s 
advantage
By RoBeRt RuBel
President, UstA texAs

Diversity and 
Inclusion

The USTA national board recently adopt-
ed the following definitions on diversity 
and inclusion. Diversity and Inclusion is 

a strategic priority for the USTA and one of our 
core values. Diversity allows us to touch “all of 
America” and Inclusion allows “all of America” 
to touch us. 

Diversity – the collective mixture of our human and 
organizational assets characterized by our similarities and 
differences.

Inclusion – leveraging the power of diversity in a respect-
ful environment that encourages all to participate and 
contribute to further the USTA mission.

What does this mean to you and me? I think it’s a common-sense 
approach to doing the right thing. I do want to compliment the USTA 
on finding a chief diversity officer, Kevin Clayton, who is clear in explain-
ing what diversity is and more importantly, why it makes sense for our 
organization.  

I also believe it took a couple of Texans to help move us in this direction. 
Lee Hamilton, Chair of the USTA Diversity committee, and Punam Kersten, 
a committee member represented us well in this process. What else does 
this mean? It means that each section has a better-defined road map on 
what we can do as a section to help make the USTA plan a success. 

I am asking Lee and Punam to help the Texas section make this happen. 
More precisely, the section’s Diversity committee will examine how well 
all of the section’s committees are doing toward this goal.

From leadership development to officials to management, I would like 
our organization to look like Texas. But, more importantly, I would like all 
of Texas to be part of our section.

You will be hearing more about this during the USTA Texas annual 
meeting in February and at the USTA diversity summit following the 
annual USTA meeting in Dallas, on March 22.

I would like to add this is the first step before asking each Community 
Tennis Association to adopt a diversity and inclusion strategy. I believe 
CTAs will see the benefits and that it makes sense. Once again, the 
strength and success of our CTAs determine the strength and success of 
our section and the USTA.  

Thank you for continuing to grow tennis in Texas.

Presented by:

texastennishotels.com

Administrative Department

Community Development Department

Competitive Department

Marketing Department

             Ext.               E-mail
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Kenny Mc’s 
corner
By Ken McallisteR
execUtive director, UstA texAs

Presented by:

Community Tennis Associations, Parents, and 
Junior Team Tennis
Exactly two years ago, I wrote the article below. Since then, the USTA and tennis partners all over America have 
decided to prioritize Junior Team Tennis(JTT) and ride the wave of Quick Start Tennis for the 6-10 year olds. By 
chance, this fits perfectly into the next stage of Texas’ CTA Expansion Plan to place JTT under the oversight of our 
CTA’s. If you believe all youngsters should have the opportunity to play tennis, please read the article below.

Kenny Mc’s Corner 
March, 2008

Parents and Junior Team Tennis

After tournaments and leagues, Junior Team Tennis is our signature program. Frankly, it should be our signature program. 
Even though tennis is the fastest growing traditional sport in the United States over the past five years (now 7 years) according to
the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association’s figures, we are still obviously smaller than baseball, football, soccer, and basket-

ball, among others. Other than soccer (futbol in most countries), we are older than those sports. After all, Henry VIII played tennis, and 
modern tennis started earlier than 1881 when the USTA (USNLTA) was founded. 

There are two obvious differences in opportunity for tennis and the other sports in this country. The first is that public and private 
school systems underwrite the costs of equipment and training for the “major” sports at a higher level than tennis is usually afforded. 
The second is the existence of Little League, Pop Warner, youth soccer, and youth basketball. All of us can help improve the first situation 
by advocating for the improvement of school tennis opportunity in our own community’s schools. This article is addressing the second 
difference.

Our tennis professional partners have been smart enough to support the Junior Team Tennis program in Texas because they under-
stand the significance of getting to young players sooner. Because of our Texas pros, Junior Team Tennis in Texas is the fourth largest 
among the USTA Sections. However, their reach within a community is usually limited by their own time, facilities, and resources. The 
obvious advantage of the sports programs of the other sports is the parent and community involvement. Imagine what we could 
accomplish if tennis were among the youth sports where all of those participants were exposed to tennis along with the other sports. 
We would certainly get a more significant share of good athletes than we currently get. Imagine also what a great increase in activity this 
would bring to our coaches and professionals. The key is that this will not happen without the parents doing the same thing they do in 
the other traditional sports.

For this very reason, the USTA and the Texas Section have been offering Recreational Coaches Workshops for several years. (Since then 
we now have Quick Start Tennis that parents can teach.)It is a resource for parents and other interested tennis folks to learn the funda-
mentals of teaching tennis. As we build this base of teachers, we will have the personnel to do the coaching of these Junior Team Tennis 
youngsters just as it happens in Little League. 

Getting this started in your community is the most difficult part. A definite help will happen soon as the CTA (Community Tennis 
Association) Expansion Plan in Texas matures. This plan, in its second year (now in its 4th year), is designed to give added resources and 
strength to your CTA’s all over Texas. With this leadership of local players, parents, coaches, and professionals, both advocacy for tennis 
and the strengthening of Junior Team Tennis as part of youth sports can happen. It is the sport for a lifetime and healthy for all. Besides 
that, it is wonderful fun! For more details on Junior Team Tennis and the other supporting programs, log on to our web site at www.
texas.usta.com. 

We hope you can see that this is about the only way we can significantly meet our mission: “To Promote and Develop the Growth of 
Tennis in Texas”.

For comments or questions about how you can get involved, contact me at kmcallister@texas.usta.com. 
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2010 Community 
Development Workshop 
I Have a Dream...

www.texas.usta.com                    23

The 2010 Community Development Workshop 
encouraged attendees to continue to expand 
tennis in Texas, with the theme being “I have 
a dream… and a RACQUET!” It was also the 
largest USTA Texas Community Development 
Workshop to date

Day One

Lunch & Opening Session

Mike Carter, USTA Texas Community Development Director, 
gave opening remarks at the workshop regarding the guest 

speakers and explaining the weekend’s theme. He also asked groups 
formed during the opening session to formulate a marketing plan 
for tennis in their area, and encouraged them to dream big.

After Mike’s opening remarks, Kevin Clayton, Chief Diversity 
Office of USTA National, elaborated on the importance of integrat-
ing diversity and inclusion into the fabric of USTA. With a new defi-
nition, and support of the Board of Directors and Executive Staff 
at USTA, diversity and inclusion is an integral part of reaching our 
mission of growing the sport of tennis.

The Brazos Valley Tennis Association of Bryan-College Station 
Revitalized Superstar Community Tennis Association

Northeast Texas Tennis Coalition 
CTA Expansion Plan Star

Vickie Jennings of Houston 
Jr. Team Tennis Coordinator of the Year

Cynthia Planas of Mansfield 
Jr. Team Tennis Rookie Coordinator of the Year

Texas State University Tennis Club 
Tennis on Campus Club of the Year

Matt McCleary of Alvarado 
No-Cut Coach of the Year

Cotton Creek Club of Fort Worth 
QuickStart Tennis Facility of the Year

Giammalva Racquet Club Staff of Spring 
QuickStart Program of the Year

Houston Tennis Association 
USTA Texas NJTL of the Year

Stephen Salazar of Midland 
NJTL Coach of the Year

Fort Worth Parks & Community Service 
New NJTL Chapter of the Year

Ona Lee Johnson of Amarillo 
Whataburger Volunteer of the Year

Chuck Roper of Jacksonville 
Whataburger P.E. Specialist of the Year

    USTA Texas  
Community Tennis Award Winners
2009

Kevin Clayton
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The second guest speaker, Gary Avischious, Founder and Head 
Coach of Coachingschool.org, talked about coaching kids. While 
his information crosses all sports, he has spent a great deal of time 
working with PTR and USTA instructors over the last two years. 
During his session, Gary provided specific insight to coaching kids 
for the USTA’s Recreational Coaches Workshops, Train the Trainer 
Enrichments and QuickStart.

After Gary Avischious spoke, the workshop split into two groups 
– Youth Programs, and CTAs & Tennis Development.

Youth Programs Section
In the Diversity Breakout Session, Kevin Clayton and Marcos 

Valdez discussed the changing demographics of Texas. These were 
used to facilitate a discussion on how Texas Tennis must embrace 
the changing demographics within the state.

Two National Junior Tennis and Learning participants from Dallas 
Tennis Association NJTL spoke at the NJTL Breakout Session. John 
Wilson IV, 12, and Jacob Kim, 10, were National Winners in the Arthur 
Ashe Essay Contest. These two young men spoke about the inspira-
tion behind their essay, their favorite part of Winners’ Weekend in New 
York City, and offered advice to future essay contest participants.

Katy Rogers, Schools and QuickStart Coordinator for USTA Texas 
led two Breakout Sessions on Saturday. She utilized the Schools 
session as an opportunity to explain how the USTA approaches a 
school district and the procedures we utilize to ensure that every-
thing follows the proper protocol according to USTA National. 
Katy strongly encouraged the participants to serve as advocates 
for the Schools Program. Her focus was to help the attendees 
realize that USTA Texas needs tennis-specific organizations, like 
theirs, to participate and collaborate with our efforts to transition 
students from the in-school component to an after-school pro-
gram. She also introduced the new Adopt-a-School handbook that 
can be used by youth tennis advocates, including Jr. Team Tennis 
Commissioners, NJTL Chapter Leaders, CTA program organizers, 
tennis professionals, and volunteers. These materials include Steps 
for Adopting a School, Talking Points for Decision Makers, Program 
Start-Up Guides, and access to the USTA Schools Curriculum and 
equipment discounts. 

The QuickStart breakout session began with a brief overview of 
the six specifications that make-up the format for 10 and under 
youth. Katy quickly transitioned, with the help of the TSR’s, into 
what the Section has planned for 2010 with the tournament series 
and the inclusion of QST into Junior Team Tennis.

Junior Team Tennis had near perfect attendance for the all of the 
Junior Team Tennis Coordinators across the state. The coordinators 

meet annually during the Community Development Workshop to 
learn the latest and greatest information regarding USTA Texas Junior 
Team Tennis and what makes it so special. During the time attendees 
had an opportunity to share best practices with their peers from 
other communities in Texas. In addition to learning about the Junior 
Team Tennis enhancements for 2010 the Junior Team Tennis coordi-
nators were able to attend a great deal more of the community devel-
opment workshop; with the goal being to be better able to reach out 
and partner with other community tennis leaders.

CTAs & Tennis Development Section
During the CTAs & Tennis Development Breakout sessions, Bob 

Harris, author of Association Management 101 Online©; creator of 
the Association Self-Auditing Process© and co-author of “Building 
an Association Management Company,” spoke to CTAs about 
obtaining non-profit status. He also discussed strategic planning 
with the CTAs to maximize their potential.

Kristi Hotz, USTA Texas Assistant Director of Community 
Development, then updated workshop attendees on USTA Texas 

Brazos Valley Tennis Association

Giammalva Racquet Club

Vickie Jennings – Houston JTT
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initiatives and status, and informed CTAs of how they could 
obtain funding. 

Granger Huntress, Communications Manager for the section, 
reminded attendees of the various tools online that are available 
for their use. The CTA Toolkit was created over the past year and a 
half by the Communication and Marketing departments and com-
mittees to assist the CTA’s in their marketing and public relations 
efforts. The CTA Toolkit is only the beginning and we welcome any 
ideas or requests you may have.

To find the CTA Toolkit online, go to www.texas.usta.com, then roll-
over “Community Tennis Associations” on the left and an option for 
the Toolkit will appear. If you have any suggestions or requests, please 
send those directly to Granger Huntress (ghuntress@texas.usta.com).

Courtside Consulting
After the Breakout Sessions, the workshop held Courtside 

Consulting with a few workshop guests who had been particularly 
successful in certain areas. During this time, workshop guests signed 
up to meet with the consultants in a smaller group to learn from 

their successes and ask them questions. Workshop guests wanting 
to learn about public facilities spoke with Jim McNeil about fundrais-
ing and with Laura Gilbert about assistance. Other guests spoke with 
Sammy Giammalva about his successes with the QuickStart program 
or with Adrienne Lacy about starting an NJTL program.

Awards Banquet
Day one of the workshop ended with an awards banquet, with 

Master of Ceremonies and USTA Texas Executive Director Ken 
McAllister honoring USTA Texas award winners for their outstanding 
achievements in 2009. Ken began the awards banquet by honoring 
the USTA Texas TSR Dream Team – Laura Gilbert, Amanda Shaw, 
Cindy Benzon, Robyn Readicker, and Rene Garcia – for taking their 
responsibility and mantra “How can I help you?” to a new level.

The award for Revitalized Superstar CTA went to Brazos Valley 
Tennis Association. This award was given to Brazos Valley for revital-
izing their CTA with a new website, creating a new JTT, and increas-
ing their number of USTA league players by a whopping 33 percent!

The award for CTA Expansion Plan Star went to the Northeast 
Texas Coalition Tennis Association, the only Coalition CTA in Texas, 
for their support of all CTAs within the Northeast district of the Texas 
Section.

Vickie Jennings was recognized as Junior Team Tennis Coordinator 
of the Year for expanding the Houston JTT League by thirty three 
percent, and for revitalizing the Regional Playoff tournament for the 
Houston area so more kids could enjoy a JTT tournament.

Cindy Planas was honored as JTT Rookie Coordinator of the Year. 
She started as a JTT coordinator in the summer with 60 participants 
and had increased that number to 170 by the end of the fall season. 
She marketed JTT by reaching out to local schools, attending junior 
tournaments, and promoting the benefits of JTT to tennis facilities.

Texas State Tennis Club earned the Tennis on Campus Club of the 
Year award, as they became the first university to host a Run/Roll 
event, as well as the first group to give 100 percent of the proceeds 
to the Texas Tennis and Education Foundation.

Matt McCleary, from Alvarado ISD was honored as the “No-Cut” 
Coach of the Year for his willingness to allow every child the oppor-
tunity to participate on his High School tennis team and for the pro-
found difference he is making in the lives of so many children.

Cotton Creek Club was awarded the QuickStart Tennis Facility 
of the Year. In addition to conducting USTA tournaments, Cotton 
Creek was the first facility in Texas to build 12 permanent 36-foot 
QuickStart tennis courts in 2008 and in 2009 went one step fur-
ther and expanded by adding 60-foot courts for the 9 and 10 year 
olds. Cotton Creek has conducted six trainings and clinics for well 
over 350 participants. 

Cindy Planas – JTT Rookie Coordinator of the Year

Texas State Tennis Club Matt McCleary – “No Cut” Coach of the Year

m
a

r
c

h
/
a

p
r
il 

2
0

1
0



26        TennisLife magazine          APRIL 2010

The QuickStart Program of the Year went to the Giammalva 
Racquet Club Staff, which includes, Sammy Giammalva, Matt 
Snyder, and George Rivers. In 2009 alone, they have attracted 
over 100 new players to the great game of tennis by embracing 
the QuickStart Format. But, more importantly, 85 percent of those 
young children have continued to participate and enjoy tennis 
with many of them advancing into the regular junior programs 
offered by this incredible staff.

USTA Texas NJTL of the Year honors went to Houston Tennis 
Association, who worked with schools in several districts to grow 
NJTL by 18 percent. They also designed a reading rally modeled 
after the NJTL Regional Rally, emphasizing education and thrill-
ing parents.

Stephen Salazar was honored as NJTL Coach of the Year for 
expanding his program 20 percent, adding a QuickStart pro-
gram for families, as well as serving as a counselor at the NJTL 
Leadership Camp in Austin.

Fort Worth Parks & Community Service earned the New NJTL 
Chapter of the Year award. In previous years, Fort Worth had been 
unsuccessful in implementing tennis programming, but this year 
Fort Worth Parks and Community services started an NJTL pro-
gram with over 2000 participants! They are also currently working 
to have a QuickStart court installed at their community center.

To help commemorate the legacy of humanitarian and tennis 
great Arthur Ashe, USTA/NJTL sponsors an annual essay and art 
contest in his memory. Ten national winners are selected out 
of over 3500 submissions. Two participants of the Dallas Tennis 
Association NJTL were awarded the top national prize for their 
essay submissions, which were on display at the workshop reg-
istration. Jacob Kim of Dallas won the Boys 10 & Under division, 

while John Wilson IV of Red Oak took top honors for the Boys 12 
& Under division.

Ona Lee Johnson was honored as Whataburger Volunteer of the 
Year for her service as USTA Texas Volunteer on the Adult Recreation 
and Leagues Committees, and is Chairperson of the Community 
Development Committee. She also increased the Amarillo Area 
Tennis Association from 923 to 1200 members this year.

The final award of the night went to Chuck Roper from East 
Side Elementary School in Jacksonville ISD. Mr. Roper unfortu-
nately could not be with us at the banquet; however, Sam Hopkins, 
with the Jacksonville Tennis Association, accepted the award on 
his behalf. Chuck Roper was honored as the Whataburger P.E. 
Specialist of the Year for absolutely devoting himself to introducing 
the joy of tennis to over 350 young children. Mr. Roper understands 
the importance of providing children with the complete participa-
tion pathway. He not only offers the in-school component, but this 
spring he is developing the first elementary tennis team in the area! 
It is truly evident that he is inspired by watching his children learn, 
but more importantly grow to enjoy such an incredible sport. 

Cotten Creek Club

Ona Lee Johnson –Whataburger Volunteer of the YearNJTL of the Year – Houston Tennis Association

Stephen Salazar – NJTL Coach of the Year
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Day Two
Day two of the workshop began with “Breakfast with the 

Experts,” where workshop attendees were invited to visit with 
the guest speakers and with any USTA Texas Staff Members. After 
breakfast, Stephanie Arena, Mardy Ayers, and Grant Chambers 
shared some information about CTA Sponsorship Tools with the 
workshop guests.

Superman & Cheerleading Lunatics
30 by 2010 (30 million players) is a huge deal for the USTA, but 

the “Cheerleaders of Tennis” didn’t have a clue. They just know that 
tennis rocks and there is no life outside of the game. 

The USTA had sent new uniforms for the Cheerleaders of Tennis 
to make things right after an unfortunate incident at the US Open 
last year (Amanda took a tumble over the railing at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium trying to catch Serena’s autographed ball after her match, 
causing her to fall from the upper deck – about 1275 feet – but, 
thankfully, the champagne fountain in the president’s box broke 
her fall). Unfortunately, no one on the squad could figure out the 
message on the new sweaters. 

Thank goodness for Superman on such occasions. Just when 
you thought the Cheerleaders of Tennis were doomed, Superman 
flew in (texting and “chatting” the entire way) to save the day and 
arranged the cheerleaders so that their sweaters spelled out the 
most awesome cheer – “30 M BY 2010.”

QuickStart Demonstration
The QuickStart session on Sunday was a joint effort by Laura 

Gilbert, Katy Rogers, Gary Avischious, Steve Cobb, and Mike Carter. 
This interactive session was unique to all other QST training ses-
sions because the focus was squarely on providing the attendees 
firsthand experience in how to effectively run a QST Team based 
tennis tournament. Throughout the tournament, we took several 
“coaching moments” by having Gary provide special insight into 
the world of coaching kids.

The 2010 Community Development Workshop emphasized that 
we all have tennis dreams. With the continued effort and assistance 
of workshop participants, hopefully many of us can realize those 
dreams in 2010!

Arthur Ashe winners Jacob Kim and John Wilson IVFort Worth - New NJTL Chapter of the Year

Robert Rubel
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USTA Serves – Foundation for Academics. Character. 
Excellence., the philanthropic and charitable entity of the 
USTA, has announced that under its “Aces for Kids” umbrel-

la, it has awarded 24 year-end grants, for a total of $297,325. Among 
the organizations honored was the Houston Tennis Association 
Inc./NJT, with a $20,000 grant. The number of program grants 
awarded in 2009 was 37, for a total amount of $549,325. Combined 
with scholarship awards, USTA Serves distributed nearly $1 million 
in 2009.

USTA Serves awards grants to programs that successfully com-
bine tennis and education and help children pursue their goals and 
highest dreams by succeeding in school and becoming respon-
sible citizens.

Aces for Kids is a national initiative of USTA Serves. It strives to 
promote healthy lifestyles by combating childhood/adult obesity 
by providing disadvantaged, at-risk children the opportunity to 
learn to play tennis and improve their academic skills in a structured 
format. At Aces for Kids program sites, children between the ages of 
5-18 learn about healthy nutrition and lifestyles, responsible citizen-

ship, study skills, and computer literacy; interact with a mentor and 
other students; attend college preparatory sessions; and learn to 
play tennis in a team format.

The Houston Tennis Association (HTA) NJTL has taken a more 
active role in supporting tennis in and out of schools. A major 
initiative launched by the USTA and Harris County Department of 
Education Coalition for After School Enrichment is ensuring that 
tennis is part of established after-school programs. HTA NJTL also 
works closely with the USTA/Texas Section to support tennis during 
physical education classes and after school. The USTA Serves grant 
will help fund the organization’s “Serving Up a Pathway to Success”, 
a strategic approach to building an educational pathway to compli-
ment the tennis pathway that will impact at least 325 students.

“These programs are impacting the future of thousands of chil-
dren, helping them to develop a healthy mentality and vital life 
skills that they will carry into adulthood,” said Karen Martin-Eliezer, 
Chief Executive, USTA Serves. “We are grateful for the generous sup-
port of the many corporations and individual donors that empower 
USTA Serves to distribute these life-changing funds.”

HTA awarded USTA Serves grant

Taylor Named Kraft Honoree

The USTA announced Bev 
Taylor of Houston was select-
ed as a 2010 USTA Eve F. Kraft 

Community Service Award recipi-
ent. She was honored along with 
Helen Petersen of Indianapolis, Ind. 
during the annual USTA Community 
Tennis Development Workshop 
held January 22-24, 2010 in San 
Diego, Calif. 

The USTA bestows the Eve F. Kraft 
Community Service Award upon 
individuals who perpetuate Kraft’s 
selfless mission to bring the game 
of tennis to everyone who wants 
to play. Eve F. Kraft was a tennis 
pioneer whose ability to touch peo-
ple’s lives exceeded the boundaries 
of the tennis court. As a teacher, 
coach, author, USTA staff member 
and volunteer, Kraft was a lifelong 
champion of recreational tennis in 
the United States until her death in 
1999. She introduced thousands of 
young people to the game of ten-
nis, particularly in disadvantaged 
communities.

Since its beginnings in 1990, Bev 
Taylor has worked with the Houston Tennis Association (HTA) to 
promote the National Junior Tennis & Learning (NJTL) as part of the 
expansion of the Community Tennis Association. She has overseen 
a successful partnership with the Houston Parks and Recreation 
Department, resulting in free youth programs that include ten-
nis fundamentals and educational components that develop life 
skills. With Taylor’s guidance, educational programs were added to 
tennis classes where students learned to express themselves and 
develop creative abilities through art, writing and reading projects. 

An after-school enrichment pro-
gram including tennis was also 
launched in 45 schools.

Taylor’s uncanny ability to 
raise money for scholarships and 
programs has been at the center 
of her contributions to the HTA. 
She has worked tirelessly to raise 
funds for college scholarships 
for young people participating 
in NJTL programs in the public 
parks, personally raising more 
than $1 million. Taylor served as 
the coordinator for volunteers 
from 1990-1994 for a WTA event, 
providing 400 volunteers each 
year to the event in return for a 
$4,000 annual donation to the 
HTA. From 1995-2000 she was 
the volunteer executive director 
for the Linda Lorelle Scholarship 
Fund where she organized ten-
nis charity events to provide col-
lege scholarship money to low-
income, multicultural youth. 
During her tenure, more than 
$872,000 was awarded. Taylor 
recently hosted a party to launch 

a new fundraising and expansion program for HTA/NJTL and suc-
cessfully raised $10,000 to get the ball rolling. The goal is to help 
fund a state-of-the-art tennis facility for the City of Houston and 
expand the educational component of HTA/NJTL.

“Bev Taylor’s tenacious efforts to provide free tennis and edu-
cational opportunities for low-income, multicultural youth truly 
exemplify the spirit of the Eve Kraft Award,” said Kurt Kamperman, 
Chief Executive, Community Tennis, USTA. “We honor Bev’s decades 
of dedication to tennis and her community with this award.”

Bev Taylor
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SUMMeR TeAM COACHeS

USTA junior summer team events are approaching with 
opportunities for USTA Texas tennis professionals to serve 
as team coaches! The USTA Texas will recruit coaches 

for the USTA Boys and Girls 12 Zonals, 14 Zonals, 16 Zonals, 16 
Intersectionals, USTA B18s National Team Championships and 
USTA G18s National Team Championships. We will also recruit a 
team for the 2010 World Team Tennis Junior Nationals. USTA Texas 
coaches will be expected to organize the players and participate in 
other duties appropriate for the events. USTA Texas will pay travel 
expenses to and from the event, lodging at the designated hotel 
(or dormitory), food, and a stipend per each coaching day.

If you are interested in serving as a  
Team Texas Coach in 2010:
•  A new, updated application must be completed each year, even if 

you have submitted an application before.
•  Complete the enclosed response form and personal information 

form. Indicate your preference for the events by prioritizing your 
first, second, and third choices on the response form.

•  Return the forms no later than April 5, 2010. Responding will not 
guarantee selection to an event. All responses will be considered.

•  Selections will be made by the USTA Texas Executive Director, 

Chairman of the Junior Tennis Council, Chairman of the Coaches’ 
Commission, and Director of Competitive Tennis. Some who have 
served previously may not be selected for 2010, in order to give 
others a chance to participate.

•  All selected coaches will be notified by April 16, 2010.

Requirements for Team Texas Coaches:
•  Must be a current USTA member!
•  Must be able to arrive a day early for the event to attend all meet-

ings and seminars required. Must be able to remain for the dura-
tion of the event. PLEASE do not apply if you cannot stay for the 
entire event!

•  Must follow the rules, philosophy, and responsibilities required by 
USTA Texas during the national event.

•  Must complete the Response Form and USTA Texas Coach 
Application and return by deadline.

•  Must agree to a standard background check.
•  Must be a USPTA/PTR Certified Professional.

Coach Joey Rive rallies his team.

If you have questions, please download the  
application forms on the website or contact  

Chad Loup in the USTA Texas Office at:  
Cloup@texas.usta.com
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General 
News

ex-Trinity All-American part of NFL flyover

Marine Capt. Jeff Mueller, a 
former Trinity University 
men’s tennis All-American, 

conducted a jet fighter flyover 
Sunday, prior to the AFC Divisional 
game between the San Diego 
Chargers and New York Jets.

Capt. Mueller, a 2000 Trinity gradu-
ate, flew the F/A-18 (Dash 4 aircraft 
– No. 4 in the flight) over Qualcomm 
Stadium before the game.

He was an All-America tennis play-
er at Trinity in 1999 (as well as the 
SCAC Player of the Year), and was 
team captain of the Tigers’ NCAA 
Division III Championship squad in 
2000. Capt. Mueller was also elect-
ed the Southern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference Men’s Tennis Player of 
the Year, in 1999.

Capt. Mueller is assigned to Marine 
Corps Air Station Miramar.
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The USTA Texas Section 
announced that Arlington 
Tennis Center will host the 

US Open National Playoffs USTA 
Texas Qualifying Tournament, 
June 21-26. Earlier today, the USTA 
announced the launch of the US 
Open National Playoffs, which 
will expand the footprint of the 
US Open and provide the oppor-
tunity for all players 14 years of age 
and older to earn a wild card into the 
2010 US Open Qualifying Tournament.

The US Open National Playoffs begins with 16 sectional qualify-
ing tournaments held throughout the country from April through 
June. The men’s and women’s champions from each of the sectional 
qualifying tournaments advance to the US Open National Playoffs – 
Men’s and Women’s Championships, which will be held in conjunc-
tion with Olympus US Open Series tournaments this summer. 

“The US Open National Playoffs makes the US Open ‘open,’ where 
one woman and one man will earn a wild card into the US Open 
Qualifying Tournament and a chance to advance to the main draw,” 
said Lucy Garvin, Chairman of the Board and President, USTA. “The 
fact that the US Open National Playoffs are supported by qualify-
ing tournaments run by our sections makes this event even more 
unique, extending the reach of the US Open across the country.”

With the goal of connecting more people to the US Open and 
expanding the tournament’s reach to communities throughout the 
United States, players will compete in sectional qualifying tourna-

ments hosted by 16 of the 17 USTA Sections nationwide.
“The US Open National Playoffs is the local opportunity for a 

Texas player to give it your best shot to go to New York,” says USTA 
Texas Executive Director Ken McAllister. “Who knows what player 
may hit a hot streak and go all the way? I can’t wait to see and hear 
the stories that will most certainly come out of this event!”

The entry fee for each of the sectional qualifying tournaments is 
$125. All players competing must have a current USTA membership 
valid through August 30, 2010. Competitors can enter any of the 
16 sectional qualifying tournaments, but they can only enter and 
compete in one sectional qualifying tournament. Each sectional 
qualifying tournament is limited to 256 players, and players will not 
be seeded by any means. Participants can be of any playing level, 
from aspiring novice to seasoned professional, giving everyone an 
equal opportunity to advance. 

“While professionals are eligible to play, we expect the draws to 
be filled with top junior players, collegians, teaching professionals 
and even recreational players who will now have a chance to play 
themselves into the US Open for the first time,” said Jim Curley, 
Chief Professional Tournaments Officer & US Open Tournament 
Director.

Entry information and a schedule of US Open National Playoffs 
Sectional Qualifying Tournaments are available online at www.
usopen.org. Registration begins February 1 for some events and 
March 1 for the US Open National Playoffs USTA Texas Qualifying 
Tournament.Tournament rules and eligibility can be found by click-
ing here.

The US Open Qualifying Tournament will be held August 24-27 at 
the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in Flushing, N.Y.
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By Steve Cobb
Director of Competitive Tennis
USTA Texas

I recently enjoyed a unique 
experience in some relative-
ly uncharted waters: Tennis 

Literature. By sheer coinci-
dence, I found myself reading 
two detailed, compelling and 
sometimes controversial mem-
oirs – from two of American 
Tennis’ greatest icons.

Like everyone else, I was 
eager to read all the salacious 
details of Agassi’s “Open”. It 
fell into my hands by way of a 
friend, who offered it up the 
day she finished it. It just so 
happens, that on that very 
day, I received from the The 
Tennis Bookshop in England 
my signed copy of Gardnar 
Mulloy’s latest auto-biogra-
phy, “As It Was”. Bob Larson’s 
Daily Tennis News-Variety 
ran a piece a few weeks prior 
offering signed copies from a 
British dealer for a very attrac-
tive price. Having had the dis-
tinct pleasure of meeting the 
legend a few years earlier, I 
happily ponied up the forty 
bucks. I spent the next three or 
four days going back and forth 
from one to the other, becom-
ing increasingly aware of the 
interesting comparison this simultaneous reading was providing.

The similarities were both unexpected and refreshing. To begin 
with, both men were incredible champions with pedigrees a mile 
long. They both offered detailed inside information and unparal-
leled access. Both Agassi and Mulloy recount the specifics of many 
of history’s most amazing matches, and the relevant circumstances 
surrounding them, both historical and cultural.

Controversy? Plenty. Mulloy actually opines there may have 
been some match fixing involved in the great “Battle of the Sexes” 
between Mr. Riggs and Ms. King – to eventually earn Riggs a big-
ger payday. Mulloy offers continual anti-war rhetoric, with personal 
accounts from WWII to support his feelings, right through to “Mr. 
Bush’s war on Iraq”. Also, he takes some opportunities to expound 
on the virtues of vegetarianism

Agassi on the other hand, takes on his father from about every 
angle imaginable; as a father, a coach, a family leader, and an 
advisor. He lambasts tennis academy life and his experience at 
Nick Bolletieri’s in particular. Though he eventually softens on 
Nick, it’s hard to imagine any parent who has read “Open” actu-
ally sending their child into such an experience. His much publi-
cized admission of drug use continues the controversy, and his 

reference to “tanking” a 
few matches certainly will 
raise the ire of fellow pros 
and fans alike.

Each man has one major 
cause that he has dedicat-
ed his life to: Andre has his 
school in Las Vegas and 
Gardnar has his Pet Rescue 
program and facility in 
Miami.

The similarities con-
tinue with each man‘s 
involvement with soci-
ety’s upper crust. They 
recount dinners, drinks, 
dates, and diversions with 
actors and actresses, Kings 
and Queens, Dukes and 
Duchesses, and assorted 
world figures, all while 
visiting and competing 
in beautiful and exotic 
locales.

However, there are 
also some notable differ-
ences in the two books. 
Obviously, the eras they 
describe are quite dispa-
rate. I recall Mulloy‘s ref-
erence to “cell phones 
weren’t even invented, 
and pot was something 
you cook in”. Also vastly 
different is where each 
man is in his life. Andre, 
a tennis retiree at 38 has 
a huge portion of his life 

ahead of him. Though I believe Mr. Mulloy will probably make it to 
125, at 96 he is certainly further down the road.

Mr. Mulloy’s offering is really a compilation of vignettes, which 
sometimes leads to repetition. These include many amazing 
accounts of a bonafide war hero. Mr. Agassi’s story, however, is 
more a stream of consciousness chronology where he pours out 
what’s in his head and in his heart. This includes the continued 
assertion that he “hated tennis.” Mulloy, on the other hand, adores 
most things about the sport, and credits tennis with giving him the 
wonderful life he has enjoyed.

Another key difference is the historical value of Mr. Mulloy’s 
photographs. These images alone, Mulloy’s story-telling notwith-
standing, present an archival jewel virtually unmatched when it 
comes to the era he represents. Even though he is no longer in 
the public eye like his much younger counterpart, he is no less a 
World Champion, and no less an iconic historical figure in the lore 
of tennis.

The Big Difference? One book is on every bestseller list you’ve 
ever heard of for multiple weeks, and the other you probably didn’t 
know exists. I hope, in some small way, I may have changed that. 
They are both a wonderful read. 

A Tale of Two Stories: Agassi’s Open vs. Mulloy’s As It Was
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Sportsworld 
UK
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eXPeRIeNCe WIMBLeDON 2010

The ‘home of tennis’ just got closer...  USTA Texas has teamed up with Sportsworld 
in the UK (www.sportsworld.co.uk) to make the dream of going to Wimbledon 
a reality for their members and tennis fans.

Established in 1980, Sportsworld is the officially appointed overseas tour 
and hospitality agent for Wimbledon with a proven record of delivering 
memorable experiences for discerning clients worldwide. USTA Texas 
members can benefit from access to a wide range of specially designed 
packages to the world’s most famous tennis tournament.  As a sponsor 
of USTA Texas, Sportsworld will also be making contributions towards 
future tennis development programmes across the state.

These official Wimbledon packages start at just £560 per person and 
range from 1 up to 5 nights’ duration at 3, 4 or 5 star hotels in central 
London including premium all-day seats on the major showcourts.  With 
over 50 direct flights from Dallas-Fort Worth and Houston alone arriving 
into London each week, Texan tennis fans now have every opportunity to 
watch history being made on the hallowed lawns of the All England Club.

Visit www.purewimbledon.com, phone Toll 
Free +1 866 790 3473 or e-mail info@purewim-
bledon.com to learn more about Sportsworld’s 
special Wimbledon packages and support 
USTA Texas along the way.
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Challenger of Dallas 
Back-to-Back Champion
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Ryan Sweeting Repeats as Challenger of Dallas Champion
 

For the first time in its 12-year history, the Challenger of Dallas has a back-to-back champion: 22-year-old Ryan Sweeting. The 6’5 
righty defeated Aussie Carsten Ball, who hadn’t dropped a set in four straight matches. Sweeting was in a 0-3 hole early in the first 
set, but seemed to find his game immediately, and cruised to a 6-4, 6-2 win to protect his 80 ATP ranking points.

The 2010 Challenger raised over $25,000 for 6 charities: Dallas Tennis Association, Dallas LIFE, Special Care & Career Services, Shoe Bank, 
Maureen Connolly Brinker and Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 

The live web cast for the 2010 tournament, courtesy of www.frontrowtennis.com, was our biggest ever, with viewers from all seven 
continents and 87 total countries. 

The Challenger web cast had over 3,000 viewer registrations, and received terrific feedback for its clarity and knowledgeable com-
mentators. Thank you to the Bernon Family Foundation, Brinkmann, Eagle Retirement and all the other fantastic sponsors and tennis fans 
who helped make the 2010 Challenger the best ever.

Over 225 juniors from the Dallas/Ft. Worth are  were treated to several tennis clinics conducted by ATP Tennis  
professionals during the Challenger of Dallas.  The clinics were  presented by Shanon and Scott Line and Rebounce,  

a company that can  re-pressurize dead tennis balls.

From Left to  Right: Vasek Pospisil & Adil Shamas din of Canada,  
Jay Pink of  Pink’s Western Wear, Scott Lipsky & David Martin of  
USA try on some of  Pink’s Cowboy hats before the Challenger of 

Dallas finals.  Lipsky  & Martin won 7-6(7), 6-3.

Ryan Sweeting became the first  
repeat singles champion in the 

Challneger of Dallas’ 12 year  history.
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