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School’s out so let the games begin! Hard to 
believe we’re already heading into the summer 

months, and with it comes plenty of time for 
tennis. We’ve certainly had a “QuickStart” to the 
year with our new format being introduced across 
the country and on national television.

May was very successful here in the 
Missouri Valley with eight Tennis Block Parties, 
Recreational Coaches Workshops and our first 
QuickStart Tennis Workshop in 
St. Louis. We have even more 
workshops scheduled in June 
and throughout the summer.

Now is prime time USTA 
Jr. Team Tennis season. Check 
out our Website for the latest 
information on junior teams 
forming in your area. It’s great fun to have boys 
and girls playing together and cheering each 
other on in friendly competition. Jr. Team Tennis 
provides competition by age and skill level so 
everyone has a great time, plays hard and enjoys 
the game right from the start. We need parents 
and tennis enthusiasts to be the coach or the team 
organizer and, of course, team cheerleader! 

Summertime is also a great opportunity to 
contribute to the success of our many events 
and programs. We rely on YOU, the passionate 

tennis player and fan to lead us in our mission to 
“promote and develop the growth of tennis.”  We 
want our Community Tennis Associations to be 
the leaders in their tennis communities and be the 
training ground for the district and section leaders 
of the future. We want our parks and recreation 
programs to promote beginner tennis programs 
and work with the local community to keep tennis 
relevant. We need our Adult League coordinators 

to seek out new players for the 
largest competitive tennis league 
in the country. The USTA has 
many programs to get involved 
in and our program successes 
directly relate to our enthusiastic 
players and volunteers!

This issue of CrossCourt 
highlights the enthusiasm surrounding our game. 
From St. Louis native Lance Vodicka traveling 
the world playing tennis (page 3), to the plight of 
Greensburg, Kansas, a year after an F5 tornado 
tore through their rural community (page 5). 
Our summer is off to a fantastic start with our 
Tennis Block Parties and with World TeamTennis 
beginning July 3. 

Here’s to a productive summer of health and a 
sport for life. See you at the courts!

We’re all Tennis Enthusiasts!

A St. Louis native travels the world
on a tennis dream

Cover Story - Greensburg, Kansas, is still 
standing one year after a devastating storm

Getting to Know: Steve Gerdes

Preview of 2008 World TeamTennis Season......7
Recap of Tennis Month......8
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Photo credit (left): Greg Henshall of FEMA
Cover Photos courtesy of Greg Henshal of FEMA and Kim McMurry

ActivAte Your Profile

Activating and 
maintaining your own USTA 
member profile will allow 
the USTA to communicate 
more relevant information in 
a timely manner. We will be 
able to keep you informed of 
upcoming benefits, events 
and promotions. Plus, you 
will be able to access all of 
the new and exciting online 
members-only benefits.

Call 1-800-990-8782 or 
go online to usta.com and 
update your profile today!
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Best Yearbook Yet!
Just a note to tell you all at 

headquarters that this year’s 
Yearbook is the best ever--great job 
to all involved! I love my ad in The 
CrossCourt Section---alongside the 
Sheryl Crow story---I would think and 
hope people will see her story and glue 
their eyes at the adjoining page! 

Jack Eggmann
St. Louis

Great Job!
Nicely done. Lots more to read and the 

color is great.

Kevin Tee, Advantage Sports Coatings
Kansas City, Mo.








Le
tte

rs 
to 

the
 E

dit
or

Corrections to the 2008 USTA Missouri Valley Yearbook

On page 4, Scott Hanover’s address was listed incorrectly. It should be 8500 N. Winfield Ave., Kansas City, MO, 64153; page 21, Nelson Elliott’s name was 
misspelled; page 41, the photo in the upper right-hand corner of the page should be attributed to Dean Richardville; page 45, the 9.0 mixed doubles photo 
should have listed Bryan Dick as the team captain; page 50, the 2.5 women’s league team is from Tulsa.

If you missed it...
If you joined the USTA after February 29, 
2008, and did not receive a Yearbook, send 
your request to yearbook@movalley.usta.com. 
Please note, we mailed one yearbook to every 
organizational member and one per household, 
not one to every member whose membership 
was current as of February 29, 2008.

Gr      w The Game You Love
With The New QuickStart Tennis Format.
Go to

Or to find out more, visit quickstarttennis.com

growingtennis.com to register your program today!

CrossCourt welcomes your comments and suggestions. 
If you’d like to see your comments in a future issue, 

e-mail crosscourt@movalley.usta.com.
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What a journey this tennis life has 
created for me… physically, 
mentally, technically, spiritually, 

emotionally... you name it.  
In May 2007, I shifted my focus from 

teaching tennis 
in St. Louis 
to playing the 
sport full-time 
as a professional 
player out on 
the ATP Tour, 
beginning with 
an event in 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
It was my dream 
for many years as 
a kid to do this and 
enough things finally 
fell into place for it to 
happen.  A fundraiser 
held in April 2007, at 
the Frontenac Racquet 
Club in St. Louis, was 
the catalyst for making 
the decision to play full-time. Many 
supporters and sponsors helped raise over 
$10,000 towards my efforts to start me off.   

In the time since turning pro, tennis has 
taken me on a journey across the globe and 
helped me see sights I might never have seen, 
all while competing against some of the best 
players in the world. I have competed in over 
40 events since last year, putting my skills to 
the test while learning much about the world 
I never knew.

The toughest thing about being 
out here on the Tour is the need to 
constantly adapt to new surroundings, 
food, and atmospheres on a weekly 
basis. Just as you get used to a place 
and settle in, it is time to uproot and 
move on to the next city. Also, the 
importance of dealing with defeat 
every week in both singles and 

doubles is not 
easy to take, and 
after a while it 
gets tough. That 
is where faith, 
hard work, 
and a positive 
attitude all 
come into play. But 
I wouldn’t trade this 
experience I’ve gained 
for the world. In fact, 
I’ll even tell you a few 
of them. 

In June of last 
year, tennis took me 
to Southeast Asia 
for three weeks in 
Thailand. What an 
experience it was 

to play under the Thai Mountains in 
Chiang Mai, where I got to the finals of the 
doubles event with Ikaika Jobe, a former 
college teammate of mine at St. Louis 
University. Soon after, I went to China for a 
week to play at a Chinese Olympic training 
facility in Shenzhen before returning back 
home. 

I didn’t stay home long, and by July I was 
already back overseas, this time in the hot, 
equatorial temperatures of India for almost 
three weeks. I played at an unforgettable 

site the first week as the 
conditions were definitely one of a kind in 
Chennai. I slid over to the capital city of 
Delhi for my next stop, where I got sick at the 
Indian Davis Cup national facility which was 
tough to recover from. My last week in India 
took me to a rural village tennis academy 
in northern India, in the region known as 
Punjab. India was absolutely amazing. I just 
could’ve done without getting sick!

I stayed on the road in the late summer 
and fall, going to Europe which included a 
trip back near my family’s roots in Slovakia. 
While there, I played at a place only 25 
miles away from where my Grandpa lived 
as a youngster. My travels also took me to 
the western parts of Romania, in the region 
known as Transylvania. I actually had a bat 
fly in my hotel room at three in the morning, 
which was sort of funny and scary at the 
same time. I needed a chance to cool off after 
playing in extreme heat a few weeks in a row, 
so I headed north to Finland for a memorable 
week playing tennis amidst the towering 

The Amazing Tennis Race
Lance Vodicka File

Age: 25 
Hometown: St. Louis 
College: St. Louis University (2004) 
Career High ATP Tour Ranking: No. 728 (singles)

Lance Vodicka is a 25-year old native of St. Louis who has been playing 
tennis since he was five years old on his family’s backyard court. A former 
USTA Missouri Valley junior player, Vodicka also attended high school in 
St. Louis and played tennis at St. Louis University.   
 
In May 2007, after playing pro tennis off and on, Vodicka decided to take a 
shot at going pro at tennis full-time with the help of his friends, family and 
other supporters and sponsors.

by Lance Vodicka
Guest Writer

St. Louisan Lance Vodicka has seen the 
sights and sounds of the world in the 
last year, all while giving it a go as a 

professional tennis player. 

all photos courtesy of Lance Vodicka 

With my doubles partner Danny Bryan out in Hawaii after a victory in the featured night doubles match.

Standing on the very court 

that my Grandpa grew up on 

as a youngster in Slovakia.
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forest of evergreens and pristine lakes.
Next up was Italy and a tournament under the intimidating presence of Mt. 

Vesuvius, the volcano that completely covered the Roman cities of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum with lava in 79 A.D. I saw the Roman Colosseum along my way, but 
again, not much time to stop and see all the sights. Plus, entering as many as six 
events through the International Tennis Federation (ITF) computer for a given week 
in several countries with only two-weeks notice can be a real adventure. The ITF 
lets you enter 1-6 on priority basis of where you would like to play. Some weeks 
I’d get my first choice for the main draw. Others I’d get fourth, fifth or sixth choice 
for main draw.  You’re never quite sure where the journey will take you next.

I also went to Sardinia on the Mediterranean Sea and saw France, then came 
back across the pond to play an event in Los Cabos, Mexico, and a couple more in 
the States in Baton Rouge and Louisville. I had one long break from late November 
to early January. That is the tennis off-season, when no tournaments are scheduled. 
However, this past year my family suffered the loss of my grandfather, and it was a 
tough time instead of a break. 

I started 2008 off back on the road renewed and reinvigorated, starting with 
tournaments in Hawaii, South Florida and Texas. I had my best results yet in 
singles, reaching the semifinals in Oahu, where I gained my first ATP points! 
I took the long flight over to New 
Zealand and played 
amongst a backdrop 
of incredible beauty 
and greenery. I stayed 
in the Pacific Rim, 
playing in Australia 
before hitting Japan 
along the way. While 
in Japan, I played at 
the base of Mt. Fuji, 
which was one of my 
best moments so far. 

I’ve been back 
in the States for a 
little while for events 
this spring and early 
summer, but I’ll be 
on the road again to 
wherever this tennis 
road leads me. 

This past year has cost over $45,000 in expenses not to mention the opportunity 
cost of all the work hours at my old tennis teaching job in St. Louis. I plan to 
continue on with this journey, as I have come too far to just stop at this point. I 
have no commitments back home that prevent me from giving it my all to tennis. It 
takes so long to get out of the qualifying rounds of ITF Futures events, and I have 
achieved that goal at this point, so I have to make the most of that opportunity 
while I can.

I also believe this is what I should be doing at this point in my life. All of 
the time I’ve invested into tennis from early on as a child and all of the time my 
parents and coaches have invested over the years all continue to motivate me to 
pursue tennis at the highest levels possible. Personally I want to go through the 
process, to persevere through all of the defeats, and to run the race to the end with 
my tennis. I do not want to give up when the going gets tough. 

Many coaches, facilities, clubs, supporters, donors, families on the road that 
have housed me, my parents and the rest of my family have all contributed in many 
ways to make this possible. They are all part of my team.  Without their generosity, 
support, and encouragement much of this journey would not have taken place.

In Punjab, India with the academy 

kids after a doubles victory.

Editor’s Note: For more information on Lance’s journey,  
please contact him at LanceVodicka@aol.com.

The USTA Pro Circuit will be making a 
handful of stops in the USTA Missouri Valley 
between June and October 2008.

With three women’s events Wichita, Kan. 
(June 23-29), St. Joseph, Mo. (July 28-August 
3), and St. Louis (Oct. 13-19), and three men’s 
events Joplin, Mo. (July 14-20), Godfrey, Ill. 
(July 21-27), and Tulsa, Okla. (Sept. 8-14) on 
the USTA Pro 
Circuit calendar, 
Missouri Valley 
tennis fans 
should be able 
to locate a hot 
match within 
driving distance, 
as well as 
take part in many of the special Community 
Involvement Days planned at these events.  

For more information on USTA Pro Circuit 
events, visit missourivalley.usta.com.

Professional Tennis

For the third straight year, the Plaza Tennis 
Center will again play host to the USTA National 
Husband & Wife Hard Court Championships. 

The mixed-doubles tournament comprised 
solely of married couples will be played July 11-13 
in Kansas City. The entry fee is $70 per team.  

Junior and Marissa Brown of Olathe, Kan., 
claimed the title last year, defeating B.J. and 
Heather Flemming (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) 4-6, 6-3, 
6-4.

The entry deadline for this event is Friday, 
July 4. Entry information is available by going to 
TennisLink and using tournament ID # 404307108.

“The players who come to visit Kansas City 
will enjoy the tennis as well as the immediate 
surrounding amenities,” said Plaza Tennis Center 
General Manager Scott Hanover. “It is a perfect 
venue for newlywed couples as well as longtime 
partners.”

For more information on the Husband & Wife 
Hard Court Championships contact Tournament 
Director Scott Hanover at (816) 784-5100 or via 
e-mail at Scott_Hanover@kcmo.org.

Marissa and Junior Brown kiss after winning the gold ball at last year’s National 
Husband and Wife Championship.

Put Your Love on the Line
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Tornadoes and their incredible destruction are 
almost synonymous with life in Kansas, and were 
long before The Wizard of Oz ever made them 
the unofficial mascot of the state. These weather 
beasts are just a regular part of life in Kansas, 
leaving residents with that always on-guard 
feeling and looking over their shoulders to the 
skies, fearful of those dark and puffy clouds.

One year ago on May 4, 2007, that edgy feeling turned into 
an all-too-real nightmare for the 1,500 residents of Greensburg, 
Kansas, a sleepy, rural town 
located in the southwestern part 
of the state. That night just after 
9:30 p.m., one of the largest 
tornadoes ever recorded at 
1.7 miles wide in its destructive 
swath, dropped down in the 
dark on Greensburg and 
literally blew away the entire 
city with its powerful 205-plus 
mph winds. 

Almost nothing was left in the 
storm’s wake. Aerial photos of 
the aftermath showed the city 
and everything in it had been 
95 percent destroyed, and 
rendered it something that more 
closely resembled post-nuclear 
Hiroshima. 

CITY OF PITY
Greensburg garnered national headlines and sympathy in the 

days that ensued due to the sheer depth of devastation, as well 
as the 11 people who perished that night. President George W. 
Bush visited soon after to see the town and returned on the one-
year anniversary to give the commencement address to the Class 
of 2008. 

The town was declared a federal disaster area almost 
immediately, and relief organizations like the Red Cross and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) soon became 
temporary tenants of the ravaged city. Professional sports 
teams in Kansas City as well as other groups locally, statewide, 
nationally and across the globe pledged assistance to help ease 
Greensburg’s plight. 

Prior to the tornado, the town hadn’t been known for much 
other than being the site of the world’s largest hand-dug well. 
Afterward, the name “Greensburg” became the standard bearer 
for cataclysmic tornado damage. Still, the city’s residents began 
clearing the nearly 400 million tons of debris the storm caused, 
repairing the city quietly, humbly, and as quick as they could. They 
vowed not to be broken. 

Kim McMurry was one of the lucky ones. Like many teachers 
in small towns, McMurry wears many hats, serving as the head 
girls’ tennis coach and as the Greensburg High School forensics 
team coach. That night she was over 150 miles away with 27 
Greensburg High School students and sponsors preparing for the 
1A State Forensics Tournament in Salina, Kan. McMurry wasn’t a 
witness to the horror of the tornado, but she and many members 
of her tennis team and their families are still suffering from 
the lingering effects of the storm’s destruction, which has made 
resuming life as they knew it a difficult process. 

“Every one of my tennis girls 
and their families lost everything 
that night… their homes, their 
cars, their clothes, their tennis 
stuff, you name it,” said McMurry. 
“It was just such a chaotic scene 
to come back to. When we got 
back in, we were all trying to 
figure out where streets were, 
things were so messed up you 
absolutely had no idea. Whole 
blocks had been moved or blown 
apart so there was no sense of 
direction. Nothing was where it 
was supposed to be.” 

Kasha Charlton’s mother and 
father were both thrown from 
their home and broke their necks 
from the ferocity of the winds 
that night, gusts that snapped 

trees in half, and made power lines into toothpicks. Charlton, a 
senior who graduated from GHS on May 4, spent most of the 
summer of 2007 tending to her mom and dad, and assumed the 
role of head of the household since her parents were in and out of 
hospitals most of those months recovering. 

Upon returning to her home a couple of days after the storm, 
the only thing Charlton could identify was the plumbing under 
the sink. Like many kids in Greensburg, she had to grow up far 
faster and take on more responsibility than she could have ever 
imagined. 

“I feel like I’ve actually matured a lot faster than I maybe 
should have,” Charlton said. “There was more stress and more stuff 
to adjust to in every way.” 

Sara McVay, another recent graduate and tennis team member, 
had a similar story. Though she was lucky none of her family was 
harmed, her house was completely wiped out. No pictures, no 
clothes, no compact discs, no favorite perfume, and least of all, no 
tennis racquets or equipment. 

“Right after (the tornado) we had to live in several different 
places,” said McVay. “There was a lot of moving and being in the 

by Jeff Sikes

till
tandingSA small Kansas community’s girls’ 

tennis team devastated by one of 

the worst tornadoes on record was 

left broken, but not defeated

photo courtesy of Kim McMurry.
Dustin Perry of Prince Racquet Sports donated Prince shoes, clothing and racquets to the 
GHS tennis team after the storm left them without anything.
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car –just trying to survive. Everything was temporary, and even 
now a lot of girls are just getting back into a real home instead 
of a (FEMA) trailer. Everything was really very different this year. 
I think everyone here just wants to resume life and try to be as 
normal as possible.”

NORMAL AGAIN
Normal is still hard to come by because the rebuilding effort 

is far from complete, including the school’s four tennis courts. The 
GHS courts were completely destroyed, but should begin to be 
rebuilt this summer on the new campus site, and could possibly be 
ready for the coming school year. 

Luckily, the school had the use of the city’s two courts, which 
were remarkably, one of the few things left virtually unharmed by 
the tornado. Those courts actually served as FEMA’s command post 
for relief operations shortly after the storm since it was one of the 
few places free of debris and not covered in mud.

While Coach McMurry had no equipment, she at least had a 
place for her team to play. After school let out last year and once 
everything had settled to a quiet roar, McMurry set about the task 
of seeing who might still want to play on the team for the fall of 
2007. She found the answer to be a resounding ‘yes’ from almost 
every single girl. 

Still, the girls were lacking in clothes and equipment. Prince 
Racquet Sports’ Dustin Perry, who handles much of the USTA 
Missouri Valley region for the racquet manufacturer, also came to 

the school’s rescue in early summer, and donated Prince clothing, 
racquets, shoes and other items to the team. 

“I wanted to do this for the town and the girls to get them back 
up and playing tennis as soon as possible,” said Perry. 

Help came in many forms, including a sophomore from Lenexa, 
Kan., Sarah Snodgrass, who came to visit the girls’ team and help 
out as part of her Christian Stewardship Project for the year. The 
USTA has been in constant contact with Greensburg as well since 
the tornado, offering assistance. These donations of generosity 

and time are things the girls will not forget, and one that helped 
them become a team again. 

“When we all got together and I showed them the uniforms 
and all the racquets that Prince had sent us, it was like Christmas 
morning,” said McMurry. “A lot 
of people have been a part 
of seeing us through, which 
is just so amazing. When we 
started practice again when 
school started, we were just 
so happy to be there, just 
to concentrate for a couple 
of hours on something else 
besides cleaning up and 
rebuilding. Tennis seemed 
pretty easy after everything 
we all went through.”  

REAL VICTORY
Greensburg is a small 1A 

school in a primarily rural 
area of Kansas. With just 89 
total students, it’s one of the 
smaller high schools in the 
state. It’s a football-volleyball 
school, with no boys’ tennis 
team and no middle school 
feeder program for girls’ 
tennis, so McMurry’s job as 
coach is usually a tough one. 

“When the girls step out on 
the court with me, I’m usually 
getting them fresh to the 
sport,” said McMurry. “We 
almost always have to teach them how to play from the start. It’s 
not easy, but it’s always fun.”

The 2007 fall season promised to be one of rebuilding anyway 
for McMurry even before the tornado, since McVay was going to 
be the team’s lone returning varsity starter. One other senior-to-be 
relocated out of the district to one nearby in the summer because 
of the tornado, and many of McMurry’s returning players were 
young and inexperienced. Half of her 2007 squad had never 
even picked up a racquet before August of last year. 

The GHS girls still finished last fall’s season with an almost 
.500 team record, below their usual finish but an incredible 
accomplishment given all that had transpired. Wins and losses, 
however, weren’t the measure of this group. Simply being on the 
court again to compete as Greensburg High was where the real 
victory occurred. A tight-knit team before, the GHS girls became 
even tighter this year.

“It was nice to see that the storm hadn’t broken the kids, 
because most of these girls took on a lot of responsibilities that 
surely weighed on them,” said McMurry. “Their attitudes were 
always great. I really had no expectations in terms of winning. 
We had a lot of fun as a team, though. We were goofy all year 
long. The girls didn’t care about all that had happened. They just 
wanted to play.”  

  

till
tanding

Greensburg, Kansas is back -- 
and its best days are ahead. 
-President George W. Bush, 

Commencement Speech on May 4, 2008
“ “

photo courtesy of Kim McMurry.
Senior Sara McVay joined her 18 classmates in 
graduating on May 4, 2008.

photo courtesy of The Wichita Eagle.
Kasha Charlton, a member of the girl’s tennis team looks for her family with President 
Bush at their graduation ceremony on May 4, 2008. It was also the one-year anniversary 
of the tornado that ripped through their town.

Editor’s Note: The city of Greensburg is still undergoing a massive 
rebuilding effort that consumes much of the city, even a year later. You may 
help out the Greensburg girls’ tennis team by contacting head coach Kim 
McMurry at (620) 723-2164 or kmcmurry@usd422.org. 
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World TeamTennis begins it’s 33rd season this July and 
brings a host of all-star talent to the ten franchises across 
the country. The Missouri Valley boasts three franchises 
which will feature matches with stars Andy Roddick, 

Anna Kournikova and the Bryan Brothers. Also at stake 
is “The Show-Me Cup,” won the last two seasons by the 
Springfield Lasers.

USTA members, if you buy one 
Lasers ticket package - you’ll get 
one free! This discount offer is 
good for all home matches! 

Visit springfieldlasers.com to up-
to-date information on the Lasers. 
You can also call (417) 864-1339. July 22 is the USTA 
Member Appreciation Night. 

Andy Roddick will play for 
the Aces on July 12 and Anna 
Kournikova will play on July 18. 

USTA members receive a $10 
discount on July 20 when the US Davis Cup champions 
Bob & Mike Bryan play against the Aces! Get up-to-date 
information at stlouisaces.com or call (314) 647-2237(ACES). 
July 20 is the USTA Member Appreciation Night.

Visit WTT.com to stay up on all the action this summer!

Come See the Pros Play this Summer

featuring 4 top 5 players in the world

2008 home schedule
July 6 Sunday  Springfield 

with tamarine tanasugarn

July 9 Wednesday Sacramento 

with elena likhovtesva

July 11   Friday  St. Louis 

July 14 Monday  Boston 

with jan michael gambill

July 15   Tuesday  NY Buzz 

with gabriela navratilova  

July 19   Saturday  Washington 

with justin gimelstob

(Bryan Brothers play for the Explorers)

July 23   Wednesday Newport Beach 

with ramon delgado

the ticket in town...

All matches begin at 7:05 p.m. at
M&I Bank stadium at barney allis plaza

13th & Wyandotte

for tickets, call 816.513.5630 
or

www.kcexplorers.com
ask about our great hotel packages

Mike & Bob Bryan
#1 men’s Doubles Team

rennae stubbs &
kveta peschke

#5 women’s 
doubles team

dusan vemic

james auckland

coach 
brent haygarth

players subject to change

2008 USTA League Section Championships Schedule
The USTA Missouri Valley will play host to the USTA League 

Section Championships over four weekends this summer as 
more than 2,000 players compete for section championships. 
The winners from these four weekends will advance to the 
national championsips to be contested later in 2008 across the 
country. Last year was one of the most sucessful years on record 
for the Missouri Valley. The men’s senior 4.0 and 4.5 teams 
from Heart of America as well as the 8.0 and 9.0 mixed doubles 

teams from Heart of America and Oklahoma all claimed national 
championships! 

In addition, the open women’s team from Heart of America 
placed second. Third place finishers were the 5.0 men’s team from 
Heart of America, 4.5 senior women from Iowa and the 3.0 and 
4.0 women from Heart of America. The 2.5 women’s team from 
Oklahoma placed fourth at nationals.

2008 Section championShip Schedule

Oklahoma City - Aug. 14-17
4.5, 3.5, 2.5 Adults | 3.0, 4.0 Seniors                     

Oklahoma City - Aug. 28-31
5.0, 4.0, 3.0 Adults | 3.5, 4.5 Seniors                      

St. Louis - Sept. 11-14
Super Senior / Senior Mixed  

Springfield - Sept. 25-28
Adult Mixed DoublesScott Seindecuse of St. Peters, Mo., lunges after a 

ball at the 2007 league championships. 

USTA members receive a 
$10.00 discount on grandstand 
seats for matches on July 6 and 
23, which are also USTA Member 
Appreciation Nights. Visit the 
Explorers online at www.kcexplorers.com

Please see the USTA member 
discounts for each team below!



Tennis is a sport that attracts 
players of all ages, backgrounds, 
and abilities. 

Dwight Davis, namesake of the 
Forest Park courts in St. Louis is 
one of the main subjects of the 
book. He had a seminal influence 
on tennis being 
made available to all 
people through the 
use of public parks. 
He declared that the 
masses should have the 
same access to parks as 
their richer counterparts. 
Parks were meant to be 
used and enjoyed. 

Arthur Ashe plays a 
prominent role in this 
tome as well. He spent his senior year 
of high school in St. Louis and credited 
the teaching he received at the local 
armory with his rise in competitive 
tennis. 

St. Louis natives have played a large 
roll in the growth of tennis in general. 
The Buchholz family was one of the 
driving forces behind local tennis and 

tournaments that drew international 
acclaim. A native, Ed Serrano, 
invented the ball machine and the 
first stringing machine.

A more accurate title for this 
may be, “The Roots and Influence 
of St. Louis Tennis,” but it was an 

entertaining look 
at the history and 
background of 
the many people 
who laid the 
groundwork for 
tennis as we know 
it today. People 
often don’t stop to 
think of those who 
have gone before 

who have made it possible for us to enjoy 
certain activities today. One could learn a 
lot from spending an enjoyable couple of 
hours dipping into history. 
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Tennis Block Parties Celebrate Tennis Month
May is Tennis Month! 
All across the Missouri Valley, people of all ages were 

introduced to the game of tennis, the sport of a lifetime, 
through the USTA’s Tennis Block Party. 

There were over 200 events in the month of May 
throughout the country and eight in the Missouri Valley 
alone. These events are held free of charge and are 
a way for Community Tennis Associations, Parks & 
Recreation Associations and other tennis enthusiasts 
to promote the game and their programming for the 

upcoming year to the community.
Many of the Block Parties featured the new format for 

kids 10 and under: QuickStart Tennis. 
Events were held in Lawrence, Kan., Independence, 

Mo., Kansas City, Mo., Rolla, Mo., Wichita, Kan., 
Edmond, Okla., Moline, Ill., and Omaha, Neb.

Parties can be held anytime during the year as a way 
to promote and introduce people to tennis. 

A young Ken Flach practicing in the 1980’s (upper left), a young 
Arthur Ashe with his fellow Armory teammates in 1960 (upper 
right), and Jack Eggmann with Billy Jean King (above).

The Roots of Tennis is a book written 
by Jack Eggmann, a resident of St. Louis. 
This book was reviewed by members of 

the Missouri Valley Editorial Staff. 
For more information on the book, 
visit www.therootsoftennis.com.

Iowa and Oklahoma proclaimed “May is Tennis Month,” 
joining other mayors and governors from the section.Volunteer Jane Hines (Omaha, Neb.) leads youngsters around the tennis courts at the Gifford Park 

Block Party. The event drew nearly 100 youth to the local park.
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Getting to Know... Our Friend At Court... 
Steve Gerdes

Steve Gerdes’ contributions 
to the sport of tennis have 
given him a well-earned 
national reputation. He’s had 
his hands in the game in some 
shape or fashion for the last 47 
years, including starting as an 
official with the USTA at the 
tender age of 14! 

Gerdes is probably best 
known for being the longtime 
editor of the yearly Friend at 
Court, the USTA’s handbook 
of tennis rules and regulations, 
a job he has been closely 
involved with for more than 

25 years. But he also serves as the General Counsel for the USTA 
Missouri Valley and as tournament referee to numerous tournaments 
in his hometown of Omaha, Neb., including the Boys and Girls 12’s 
National Open held there each summer. 

Steve has three children - Chris, Paul and Tiffany - and lives in 
Omaha with his wife, Emiko Unno. Gerdes’ father Louis, is a Class of 
2000 USTA Missouri Valley Hall of Famer.

CrossCourt posed a few questions to Gerdes to get the scoop on 
his background and life in tennis.  
 
CrossCourt: How’d you get into tennis? 
Steve Gerdes:  I’ve been playing since I was about eight years old. I 
first started doing work with the USTA Missouri Valley when I was 
14, so I also started pretty early with my involvement with helping the 
USTA. I served as their representative on the Junior Tennis Council 
while I was playing. I also had an early interest in officiating. I started 
officiating my first professional matches at 14. Can you imagine that 
scene today, someone of that age on the ATP Tour?  
 

CC: Your role with 
Friend at Court – 
how did that come 
about?   
SG: The Friend 
at Court goes 
back at least to 
the late 1950’s, 
early 1960’s. I first 
became aware of 
it in about 1966. 
At that point it was 
a very thin book 
that was a guide 
for tennis officials 
and that’s all it 
was. I became good 

friends with Jack Stahr who started a lot of what came about with 
Friend at Court. 

Later, I was on several committees that had a lot to do with the 
rules and officials, and I became the primary coordinator for it. I’ve 
been involved in the editing of that book since 1982. The purpose of 
the book has really expanded over time.  
 
CC: Has there ever been a rule that has stumped you or been 
almost too confusing to put to words? 
SG: There are tons of times when you can’t make it fair to everyone, 
and it can be a struggle. Fairness is an interesting concept and always 
something in the eyes of the beholder, even though it might not appear 
to be. We all put different values on different principles. How much 
rest there is between matches is an example, maybe seeding a junior 
tournament manually or doing it computerized with an auto-seeding 
in place. There are different results with each, and some people’s 

version of objective is different from others. The USTA is often faced 
with making decisions that determine what principles are the most 
important. 
 
CC: I know you have an interesting job working as an attorney, but 
a different kind of one. Tell us a little about that. 
SG: I am a trial attorney, and about two-thirds of the work I do is for 
clients who have suffered from traumatic brain injury. I came out of law 
school (University of Nebraska-Lincoln) with much more of a business 
background, but the first job I had was with a personal injury lawyer. 
The more I looked at it, the more I saw it as an area of the law where I 
could make a significant impact. It’s a very fulfilling job. 
  
CC: What do you enjoy most about volunteering?  
SG: Let me try and answer it a little bit differently. As a player, I have 
participated in plenty of tournaments that have been that have been 
extremely well run as well as those that have been terribly run. A large 
part of my work over the years has been designed to try and do all sorts 
of things that make the events that the USTA Missouri Valley or USTA 
runs be well-run events for the players. Putting all sorts of systems in 
place that allow others to have fun and understand this sport is what I 
enjoy most.  
 
CC: You have a special court you learned to play the game on?  
SG: My father built 
a clay court in our 
backyard. The first 
year it was literally a 
clay court. It was the 
natural clay material, 
and we did that to let 
the surface stabilize. 
Then we came in and 
put down a surface of 
about 2-3 inches of 
limestone, instead of 
Har-Tru. I grew up 
playing much of my tennis on clay courts. I’m one of the few people 
who grew up on clay and was a serve-and-volley player. Because of the 
size of the lot, not as much running room…15 feet instead of 22….it 
taught you that you needed to get in to win points.  

CC: Playing tennis is better than…. (why?)  
SG: Serving as a referee of a tournament. The why to that is obvious, 
because you’re getting to move around and hit a tennis ball.  
 
CC: What’s your favorite non-tennis activity?  
SG: Right now, the thing that takes up much of my time besides 
tennis is that I serve as the Rotary Youth Exchange Officer for Eastern 
Nebraska and Western Iowa. I have about 25 kids that I am responsible 
for. They keep me busy, but I really enjoy giving back and working 
with youth. 

CC: What’s your best-ever tennis memory? 
SG: One of my fun memories is again when I was 14, my father and 
I played at the National Father and Son Tournament in Germantown, 
Pennsylvania. Maybe I was 15. This was the year that Bobby Riggs had 
his amateur status reinstated so he could play events like this, and my 
father and I actually played Bobby and his son Larry. They chose our 
match to be the first one up on the Stadium Court. Bobby wasn’t taking 
the match too seriously to start off with, probably not thinking a person 
of my age could do much. So we warm up and get ready and things are 
going along, and we can see Bobby is still being a little casual. Well, 
we start to play and I start the match off serving. My first two serves 
are aces. So at that point Bobby realized he might have to play a little 
harder. Bobby spent the next two hours taunting me and trying to throw 
me off my game. My father and I didn’t win, but it was a lot of fun. 

photo courtesy of Steve Gerdes.
Gerdes can usually be seen at events in Omaha serving 
as the tournament referee. 

photo courtesy of Steve Gerdes.
Gerdes and his son Paul (left), at the US Open.
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Good as Gold… aGain!
Jack Sock, the 15-year old 
Lincoln, Neb., native recently 
claimed The Easter Bowl, USTA 
Spring National Championships, 
held at Rancho Las Palmas 

Country Club in Rancho Mirage, Calif. 
The victory was Sock’s 12th national 
championship gold ball overall (five 
singles, seven doubles). He was 
also recently profiled in the Sports 
Illustrated “Faces in the Crowd” 
segment.

irish EyEs… still smilinG
Bettendorf High (Iowa) junior 
Chrissie McGaffigan has her 
college decision ironed out, the 
next choice might be what sport 

she’s going to play. McGaffigan 
verbally accepted a tennis scholarship from Notre Dame but 
could still decide to play golf with or without a scholarship. She 

is a two-time Iowa Class 2A tennis state 
champion. (Visit our Website to see a 
complete collegiate players list.)

FormEr Junior ContinuEs to shinE
The 2007 Female Junior Player of the 
Year, Cameron Hubbs (Omaha, Neb.) 
recently broke a 10-year record of 
most wins in a season at Ohio State 

University. Hubbs has a 36-7 record in 
singles and a 28-11 total record in doubles 
on the season, as of May 14. She has also 
been named the Big 10 Player of the Week 
once this season.  

QuiCkstart tEnnis Workshop
The USTA Missouri Valley’s first 
ever dedicated QuickStart Tennis 
Workshop was held Friday, April 3 
at Creve Coeur Racquet Club in St. 

Louis. Thirty-six coaches and instructors 
from the St. Louis area attended the 
three-hour interactive workshop that 
went over the methodology of the new 
QuickStart Tennis format. To learn more 
about the QuickStart Tennis format, visit 
quickstarttennis.com.

top 50 tEnnis WElComE CEntEr
The Plaza Tennis Center in Kansas City, Mo. was recently 
named as one of the “Top 50 Tennis Welcome Centers of 
2007,” a distinction recognized by the Tennis Industry 
Association, U.S. Tennis Association and the trade 
magazine Racquet Sports Industry as leading the charge in 

the growth of the sport by providing well-rounded programs to 
new and current players of all ages and abilities.
 
tEnnis on Campus

Five section collegiate co-ed club teams represented their 
colleges and the USTA Missouri Valley at the USTA National 
Tennis on Campus Championships presented by Tennis 
Warehouse. This was the largest ever section delegation to 
compete at the national championships. Section champions 

University of Oklahoma, along with University of Nebraska, Iowa 
State University, Washington University and St. Louis University 
were a part of the 64-team event held April 17-19 at Cary Tennis 
Park in Cary, N.C. The section championship was held in early 
spring at the Westwood Tennis Center in Norman, Okla.

WashinGton univErsity Claims a national Championship
The Division III Bears of Washington University claimed their 
first National Championship in tennis defeating Emory, 
the 2003 and 2006 team national champion. The national 
championship is the third for the St. Louis-based university 
in the 2007-08 school year (volleyball, men’s basketball).

Help us preserve the history of the 
USTA Missouri Valley by recycling your 
old yearbooks.

Have you or a child played junior 
tennis in the Missouri Valley? Did you 
play USTA Missouri Valley League 
Tennis or tournaments? Are you a USTA 
Missouri Valley organization member?

We are looking for past issues of the  
Missouri Valley Yearbook. Whether it’s 
1947 or 1997, we want them. We’re only 
looking for Missouri Valley Yearbooks, 
not USTA Yearbooks!

We’re especially looking for yearbooks 
printed prior to 2000. We will reimburse 

your postage (media mail rate and/or up 
to a maximum of $5.00 total) for every 
yearbook shipment sent to us.

Dig through those drawers, closets 
or scrap books and pull out those old 
yearbooks or other USTA memorabilia 
you want to share. Your donation is an 
investment in the history of tennis in our 
five-state area.

Mail to:
USTA Missouri Valley
c/o Yearbook History

8676 West 96th Street, Suite 100
Overland Park, KS 66212

Jack Sock

Cameron Hubbs

The University of Oklahoma celebrates their Missouri Valley crown.



June 20-23
BG10-18 Segment II Sweet 16
Plaza Tennis Center | Kansas City, Mo.
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
St. Louis

June 23-29
USTA $10,000 Challenger (Women)
Wichita, Kan. | Wichita State University

June 27-30
BG 10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Genesis Tennis and Health Club | Wichita, Kan.

June 28-July 2
USTA National Open (BG 12)
Koch Tennis Center  |  Omaha, Neb. 

July 4-7
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
LaFortune Tennis Complex | Tulsa, Okla.
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Edwardsville, Ill.

July 6-11
St. Louis Junior Tennis Championships
Triple A Racquet Club | St. Louis

July 11-13
USTA National Husband & Wife Hard 
Court Championships
Plaza Tennis Center | Kansas City, Mo.

July 11-13
USTA Missouri Valley 5’s and Open 
Outdoor Section Championships (Adult)
Oklahoma City Tennis Center | Oklahoma City

July 14-20
USTA $10,000 Challenger (Men)
Millennium Tennis Club | Joplin, Mo.

July 18-21
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Westwood Tennis Center | Norman, Okla.
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Iowa City, Iowa
BG14 Segment II 14’s Team Event
Riverside Tennis Center | Wichita, Kan.

July 21-27
USTA $10,000 Challenger (men)
Lewis and Clark Community College | Godfrey, Ill.

July 28-August 5
USTA $10,000 Challenger (women)
St. Joseph Swim and Tennis Club | St. Joseph, Mo.

July 29-August 1
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Plaza Tennis Center | Kansas City, Mo.

August 2-5
BG10-18 Segment II Outdoor Futures
Westwood Tennis Center | Norman, Okla.

August 7-10
USTA Missouri Valley Jr. Team Tennis 
Championships
Plaza Tennis Center | Kansas City, Mo.

August 8-11
BG10-18 Segment II Summer Section 
Championship
LaFortune Tennis Complex | Tulsa, Okla.

August 14-17
USTA Missouri Valley League Section 
Championship - 4.5,3.5,2.5 Adults; 3.0, 
4.0 Seniors
Oklahoma City Tennis Center and other venues

August 15-22
USTA National Indoor ROHO Gateway 
Classic (wheelchair)
Creve Coeur Racquet Club | St. Louis

August 23-26
Tennis Teachers Conference
Grand Hyatt Hotel | New York

August 25-September 7
US Open
USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center
New York

August 28-31
USTA Missouri Valley League Section 
Championship - 5.0, 4.0, 3.0 Adults; 3.5, 
4.5 Seniors
Oklahoma City Tennis Center and other venues

Calendar of Events
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Overland Park, Kansas 66216
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