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Parent/Guardian Financial Timeline and Dates

Junior Year

To Do:

•  Take a look at your financial situation, and be sure you’re on the right track to pay 
for college.

•  Talk to your child about the schools he or she is considering. Ask why those schools 
appeal to your child, and help him or her clarify goals and priorities.

•  Attend college fairs with your child, but don’t take over the conversation with the 
college representatives. Just listen, and let your child do the talking.

•  Take your child to visit college campuses, preferably when classes are in session.

 – In addition, it’s recommended to attend local collegiate matches.

•  Make sure your child is looking into or already has applied for scholarships.

•  Ask your employer whether scholarships are available for employees’ children.

To Explore:

• Get in-depth information on the federal student aid programs.

•  Learn about student and parent loans in Your Federal Student Loans: Learn the 
Basics and Manage Your Debt.

• Find out how the federal student aid application process works.

senior Year

To Do:

• Work with your child on filling out the FAFSA.

To Explore:

•  Make sure your child’s personal information is safe when he or she applies for 
financial aid. For tips, read “Student Aid and Identity Theft.”

•  Read IRS Publication 970, Tax Benefits for Education to see how you might benefit 
from federal income tax credits for education expenses.

• Understand the benefits of federal student loans.

•  Help your child learn about the responsibilities involved in accepting a student loan 
by reviewing Your Federal Student Loans: Learn the Basics and Manage Your Debt 
with him or her.

•  Look at communication from schools to which your child sent FAFSA information. If 
a school has offered Direct PLUS Loans, the Direct Loan Basics for Parents brochure 
might be useful to you.

For more information, visit www.studentaid.gov.


