
CDTA/USTA LEAGUE STRICTLY-TIMED MATCH PROCEDURE SUPPLEMENT 
 

Document Date: February 27, 2017. Below is a side-by-side summary comparison of the games and 

tiebreak point playing procedure for a strictly-timed match. The tiebreak completion procedure (right text 
box) is the same basic logic as the game completion procedure (left text box). 

Notes: 

The source for a.-e. above is the CDTA Rules and Procedures for UNTIMED, TIMED, and STRICTLY TIMED 
MATCH SCORING PROCEDURES. Item f. above is a clarification. The source for the below is Friend At 
Court, Appendix V. 

For a deciding point (no-ad game; tiebreak): 

 The original order of service continues. 

 The receiver(s) shall choose whether to receive the service from the right half or the left half of the 
court. In doubles, the players of the receiving team cannot change positions to receive this deciding 
point. The player/team who wins the deciding point wins the “game”. 

 In mixed doubles, the player of the same gender as the server shall receive the deciding point. The 
players of the receiving team cannot change positions to receive the deciding point. 

 In the beginning of a match tiebreak, as in the beginning of each set, in doubles, the order of 
serving and receiving within the team may be altered from that of the previous set. 

FAC Comment II.B-6 [excerpt]: If the players inadvertently play out the third set or any portion thereof 
{using games, including a set tiebreak game}, it will still count as only one set and one game. 

Any game in-progress at 15 minutes to the end of 
match time is completed using no-ad scoring. 
Following the completion of that game: 
 
a. If a team has a two-game margin, the set is 

complete and decided in favor of the leading 
team. 

b. If the set score is a margin of one game, one 
additional game is played using no-ad scoring. 

c. Following the completion of the one additional 
game, refer to a) above and d) below. 

d. If the set score is tied, a set tiebreak game is 
played to determine the set winner. 

e. If the conclusion of the set results in one set 
each, a match tiebreak is played to determine 
the match winner. 
 
 

f. If the conclusion of the set decides the 1st set 
and there are less than 15 and more than 5 
minutes of match time remaining, play a set 
tiebreak for the second set. If the tiebreak is in 
progress at and inside 5 minutes to the end of 
match time, see the right text box. 

 

Any tiebreak point in-progress at 5 minutes to the 
end of match time is completed. Following the 
completion of that point: 
 
a. If a team has a two-point margin, the tiebreak 

is complete and decided in favor of the 
leading team. 

b. If the tiebreak score is a margin of one point, 
one additional point is played. 

c. Following the completion of the one additional 
point, refer to a) above and d) below. 

d. If the tiebreak score is tied, a deciding point is 
played to determine the tiebreak winner. 

e. If the conclusion of the tiebreak results in one 
set each, a match tiebreak consisting of one 
deciding point is played to determine the 
match winner. 
 

f. If the conclusion of the tiebreak decides the 
1st set, the match is complete and the winner 
of the set is the match winner. 

 


