
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Coach of the Year 

Bartosz Jozwiak  
 

Facility of the Year  

Glenview Tennis Club 
 

Junior Player of the Year - Female 

Brienne Minor 
 

Junior Player of the Year - Male 

Gianni Ross 
 

League Player of the Year - Female  

Mary Ann Sharpe 
 

League Player of the Year - Male 

Peter Ketcham 
 

Lifetime Achievement  

Scott Suloway 
 

Organization of the Year  

The ACE Project 
 

Tennis Official of the Year  

Janice Lumpkin 
 

Tournament Director of the Year 

Paul MacDonald & Alex Shusis 

Nancy Hoekstra, Wally Piekarski, Jack Sharpe  
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Thank you for 30+ years of dedication and 
passion for your players and the  

game of tennis! 
 

From all your McFetridge League Players. 

 

2014 Lifetime Achievement-  
 Billie Jean King Award Winner                    

Scott Suloway 

 

The proceeds from our Annual “Evening of Champions” as well as any  
contributions you wish to make will benefit the many  

junior tennis programs supported by the  
Chicago District Tennis Association & Chicago Tennis Patrons. 

Your generosity allows us to continue supporting community 
youth tennis programs and high potential  

junior tennis players and programs.    

Trudy Brahin Family 
CrossCourt News 
Paul Dean Family 
Midtown Athletic Clubs 
Tom Patterson Family 
Alan G. Schwartz Family 

Mary Seelig Family 
Helen Shockley Family 
John Shostrom Family 
Mel Timmons Family 
Jon Vegosen Family 
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USTA/Midwest Section 

2015 Program 

Mel Timmons Family 

Good Heart Work Smart  
Foundation 



 

Christine M. Smith (President) 
David Martin (Vice President) 

Dorothy Paige (Secretary) 
Julie Roth (Treasurer) 

Chicago Tennis Patrons is the fund raising arm of the Chicago District  
Tennis Association.  
 As a separate not-for-profit tax-exempt corporation, the CTP may  
       accept tax-deductible contributions. 
 The CTP is a 100% volunteer organization whose primary focus is  
       helping kids in the greater Chicago area through the sport of tennis. 
 Our programs are funded by contributions from generous individuals 

and organizations. 
 Virtually all (approximately 96%) of the funds contributed by our      

sponsors are re-invested in the youth programs and the scholarships we 
support. 

Marco Amaro 
Susan Byrne 

Lisa Culp 
Don Edwards 
John Griffin 
Bill Higgins 

Donald Kempster 

John M. O’Driscoll 
Tom Patterson 

Bob Raidt 
Mark Revermann 

Julia Steele 
Jose Villarete 

Jim Zagel 

Who We Are 
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Paul MacDonald 
 one of the 2014 Tournament Directors of the Year 

Janice Lumpkin 
2014 Official of the Year 

Jack Sharpe 
2015 Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame Inductee 

 
And to All Award Winners &  

Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame Inductees 
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Our mission is to positively impact the lives of kids in the greater Chicago 
area by providing access to tennis programs that help kids develop a 
healthy, active lifestyle while learning values and life skills necessary to be 
successful in life and a positive contributor in their communities. 
 
The youth programs we support provide a safe and positive environment 
that helps kids by: 
 encouraging a healthy / active lifestyle   
 promoting values, such as confidence, sportsmanship and respect 
 teaching life skills, such as leadership, responsibility and managing 

emotions 
 developing athletic skills that open opportunities for scholarships ... and 

a lifetime of fun 
 creating social opportunities that result in a broad network of lifetime 

friendships 
 exposing kids to diversity which provides them with a broader life      

perspective 
 engaging parents to become involved with their kids & their local     

communities 

Mission & Values 

The Chicago Tennis Patrons offers grants and scholarships to support 
tennis programs for children who might otherwise not have the opportunity 
to develop their talents and potential. 
 
 Our programs provide all children regardless of income, race, gender or 

ability the opportunity develop athletic and social skills in a safe and 
positive environment. 

 Grants and scholarships are also provided to support high performance 
tennis programs and individual junior tennis players who have shown 
promise and potential. 

What We Do 

2015 Program 



 

T he Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame was created by the Chicago Tennis  

Patrons, Inc. on August 23, 2004.  The purpose is to honor Chicago 

area tennis players who have contributed to the game as a player, coach, 

administrator, or in another manner that has benefited the game. 

 

The foundation of the Chicago Tennis Hall of Fame, and the men and 

women to be so honored, are the following who have been inducted since 

the inception date.  They are as follows: 

2004 Marion Baird 

2004 George E. Barnes 

2004 Gene Buwick 

2004 Joseph E. Carrico 

2004 Patricia Freebody 

2004 Grant Golden 

2004 Seymour Greenberg 

2004 Andrea Jaeger 

2004 George M. Lott, Jr. 

2004 Frank Parker 

2004 Marty Reissen 

2004 Helen Shockley 

2004 James C. Stewart 

2005 Alan G. Schwartz 

2006 Billie Jean King 

2006 Jay Kramer 

2008 Katrina Adams 

2009 George J. Jennings, Jr. 

2009 Melvin E. Timmons 

2010 Janet French 

2010 Dave Muir 

2010 Mary Seelig 

2011 Thomas Patterson 

2011 Chris Scott 

2012 Billy Martin 

2012 John & Tolly Shostrom 

2013 Stephen H. Butzlaff 

2014 Sylvia Gothard 

2014 Jon Vegosen 
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2200 East Devon, Des Plaines, IL 

Past Hall of Fame Inductees 
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Nancy Hoekstra 

2015 Hall of Fame Inductee 

 

A 
n educator and advocate for people 

with special needs, Nancy Hoekstra 

has been active with the USTA and 

Special Olympics since 1988.  She works 

tirelessly creating adaptive programming, 

coaching from the local to the international 

level, serving as Special Olympics Tennis 

Technical Delegate at both the National 

Games and World Games, as well as serving as a member of the Special 

Olympics Global Sport Resource Team for Tennis.  Hoekstra has served on 

the USTA’s National Adaptive Committee, as Vice-Chair of the USTA Mid-

west Adaptive Committee, and was a member the CDTA Board.  In 2004-

2006, Hoekstra was the Tournament Director of the USTA Midwest Re-

gional Adaptive Tennis Tournament.  Since its inception in 2000, she has 

played a pivotal role in the growth of the SONA National Tennis Champion-

ships, presented by PTR, and continues to serve as Competition Director.   A 

PTR and USPTA member, Hoekstra specialized in teaching tennis to ath-

letes with special needs at the Homewood Flossmoor Racquet and Fitness 

Club.  Her athletes trained weekly and competed at local, state, national and 

international competitions.  Many received Sportsmanship recognition, as 

well as medals for their tennis skills and ability.  In addition to training ath-

letes, Hoekstra has presented Adaptive Coaches clinics, USTA adaptive 

workshops, USTA Adaptive Fun Days, as well as conducted presentations to 

coaches from around the world at the PTR International Tennis Symposium.  

She and Kirk Anderson collaborated on the 2012 Special Olympics Tennis 

Coaches Guidebook and levels for progressive learning for adaptive tennis. 

The 2015 Special Olympics World Games marks the seventh World Games 

for Hoekstra.  Beginning as an Assistant Tennis Coach in 1991, over the 

years her role has grown with progressive levels of responsibilities from 

Head Coach, Clinician, Official, Division Coordinator to TEAM USA Sport 

Manager for Tennis and Assistant Technical Delegate.  More than 175 coun-

tries participate in the World Games with 150 athletes playing Tennis. No 

stranger to accolades, in 2007, Hoekstra received the CDTA Vegosen Fam-

ily Award - Coach of the Year and the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District 

Service Award.  In 2008, she was presented the Special Olympics Illinois 

Hero Award.  PTR named Hoekstra its international Humanitarian of the 

Year in 2011, and in 2013, she received the CDTA Official Of the Year 

Award. Hoekstra is thankful for the opportunity to help athletes develop 

their tennis talents, to provide them with officiated tournament experiences, 

to have their abilities outshine their disabilities, and to see tennis as a power-

ful tool for impacting lives. 



 

2015 Hall of Fame Inductee 
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Walter (Wally) 

Piekarski 

W ally was born in Chicago on March 

22, 1929 and grew up in the Back-of

-the-Yards neighborhood where he was al-

ways involved in some type of sport.  He 

attended Tilden Technical H.S. where he 

scored a record 91 points in one basketball 

game.  Wally attended the University of Mississippi on a 

basketball scholarship before serving in the US Army 

from 1951-1953 during the Korean War.  After returning 

from service, he finished his educations at the University 

of Illinois at Navy Pier.  Wally began his career with the 

Chicago Park District in 1956.  As a physical instructor at 

Promontory Point and Gage Park, he taught and ran a va-

riety of programs for the neighborhood youth.  In 1968, he 

was promoted to City-Wide Tennis Director which in-

volved managing the city’s 700 or so courts.  Wally 

brought tennis and tennis lessons to every corner of the 

city.  He ran the City-Wide Tennis Championship Tourna-

ment, as well as many other tournaments and special 

events.  Wally traveled with the Chicago winners to the 

National Public Park Championships every year and 

hosted the National Tournament in 1969 and 1976.  He 

was instrumental in trying to improve the condition of the 

courts throughout the city and in the opening of new ten-

nis facilities.  Wally and his wife, Anne, have been mar-

ried for 54 years.  They have 6 children, 5 grandchildren 

and 4 great-grandchildren.  Wally now spends his time 

enjoying his family. 
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Jack Sharpe 
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2015 Hall of Fame Inductee 

J ack, a Head Master Profes-

s ional  and  nat ional ly-

recognized tennis coach, has been 

teaching tennis for the past 40+ 

years, the last 12 years at the 

Hinsdale Racquet Club.  He has 

served on a number of USTA 

Midwest Section Boards.  During 

the 2014 ASICS Easter Bowl Na-

tional Tournament in Indian Wells, California, 

Jack was presented with a Team USA Coaching 

Legend Award for a lifetime of tennis coaching 

and mentoring to up-and-coming juniors, college 

players, pro athletes and tennis professionals.  He 

is also the recipient of the Midwest USPTA Coach 

of the Year Award.  Jack has coached many 

ranked state, national, ATP and WTA players, 

some of whom have made it to the top 100 in the 

world.  He is an expert in the finite skills of com-

petitive tennis. Jack Sharpe’s junior players have 

amassed over sixty (60) USTA gold balls alone, as 

well as dozens of silver and bronze balls for na-

tional and sectional success in singles and doubles.  

Recruited to ACC, SEC, Big Ten, PAC 12 and 

other conferences to play collegiate tennis, over 

100 of his players have enjoyed distinguished indi-

vidual collegiate careers and contributed to dozens 

of conference and national team championships. 
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2014 Lifetime Achievement 

The Billie Jean King Award recognizes an 

individual who has contributed to the overall 

game of tennis in a very special way, or over 

the span of many years.  

Billie Jean King Award 

Scott Suloway 

S cott Suloway has become synonymous with McFetridge 

Sports Center in Chicago.  He has touched the lives of so 

many tennis players for almost 40 years that he’s recognized 

wherever he goes.  As a matter of fact, when Scott was hospital-

ized for a fall in Palm Springs California last year, one of his visi-

tors was an anesthesiologist whose wife was one of Scott's stu-

dents. 

In 1976, Scott became part of McFetridge’s first tennis staff as an 

instructor.  By the late 70’s, the adult leagues and Junior Devel-

opment were formed and in ’81, the USTA tournaments. He cred-

its much of the programs success to the strong camaraderie the 

staff had.  

Scott comes from a very supportive family as well.  He has an 

older brother, John, and a younger sister, Patti.  Scott picked up a 

racquet when he was in 8th grade in the mid 60’s.  He never took 

lessons and is really self-taught.  He said the best teacher is the 

wall.  He spent his spare time watching people play at the park or 

on TV and learned from them. 

He played tennis for a year at Ritz Central H.S.  When he com-

peted in USTA tournaments, he knew he was meant to teach. 

Scott's life has been tennis at McFetridge. He mainly talks about 

tournaments and the kids he teaches, but he is also passionate 

about adults playing. He cares about them enjoying their sport 

and wants to make it the best for them.  Asked about retiring, he 

says “Just like Federer, when it’s time, it’s time.” 
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Congratulations  
Gianni Ross 

on being named  
2014 Junior Player of the Year. 

 

Your Score Family,  
Coach Robbye & Friends  

are so very proud! 
 

You are a wonderful example  
of hard work paying off! 

 
Score Tennis & Fitness  
is very happy for you!! 

Thank you  
Chicago Tennis Patrons 

For Awarding Us  

2014 Organization  

of the Year  

& For Your Continued 

Support! 

To get involved, please visit: 

www.activechildrenexcel.org 

  

You were my very first coach, 

& you built the fundamentals 

of my tennis game.  I owe you 

a lot for my tennis success. 

Thank you for your  

humbleness, encouragement, 

and tennis drive. 

You've dedicated your life to 

the game.  You deserve this 

award and much more! 
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The Chicago Tennis Umpires wish  to thank the 
Chicago Tennis Patrons for their support of the 

junior tennis programs. 
 

Congratulations to Janice Lumpkin, winner of 
the “Tennis Official of the Year” award. 

 

The Midtown Award is presented to an outstanding tennis facility 

that has supported & promoted the overall growth of the game. 

This award is sponsored by Midtown Athletic Clubs. 

Midtown Award 

Glenview  

Tennis Club 

11 

2014 Facility of the Year 

T he Glenview Tennis club is a nationally recognized park dis-

trict facility that is committed to growing, supporting, and 

enriching the game of tennis.  The club features eight indoor 

courts, four outdoor courts, a new fitness area, locker rooms, sau-

nas, and lounge areas. 

GTC’s junior program exemplifies the successes a facility can at-

tain from utilizing all aspects of the USTA’s programs; the club 

has been utilizing the Quickstart/Ten & under Tennis initiative 

since 2009.  GTC currently has over 170 players in its’ Red Ball 8 

& under program.  The four outdoor courts feature blended 36’ & 

60’ lines and this past June the club hosted a USTA Ten & under 

Workshop. 

In 2014 GTC hosted both the Boys’ and Girls’ CDTA Super Ex-

cellence program.  As a public facility GTC is unique to have two 

USTA High Performance Coaches (Ben Ashford & Mark Bey) on 

staff. This past year GTC coaches led both the Girls’ 18s and Coed 

14s’ CDTA District Cup teams and six players from our class of 

2014 are competing for NCAA Division I universities. 

GTC’s adult in-house leagues feature more than 250 players and 

the club sponsors seven GSTL teams, seven Shoreline League 

teams, five North Shore League teams, and hosts several USTA 

teams each season. 

As a demonstration to its commitment to grow the game GTC 

hosts a Junior tennis fundraiser each November and makes courts 

available at a reduced rate to several area schools. 



 

The Helen Shockley Memorial Award is presented to an 

outstanding girl in any junior division for the highest 

standards of tennis accomplishments, character, conduct, 

sportsmanship & demeanor. Helen Shockley was a fine 

player who contributed much to tennis in Chicago, in-

cluding her invention of the “feed-in” consolation. 

Helen Shockley Memorial Award 

Brienne Minor 
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2014 Junior Player of the Year 

Brienne Minor has been an accomplished tennis player since a 

very early age, playing at all levels of competition.  She is a 

two-time Chicago District Champion winning the Chicago 

Qualifier for the second time in 2014.  In 2014, Brienne played 

the top singles and doubles position on the USTA Midwest 

Section Marian Wood Baird Cup Championship Team and also 

played on the Finalist Fed Cup Midwest Team. Brienne is a 3-

time Midwest Indoor Closed Champion including this year’s 

Girls 18 and under champion. Nationally in 2014, Brienne won 

one Singles and two Doubles National Selection Tournament 

Titles. She also brought home the Doubles Bronze ball in the 

National Hard court Championships. Brienne’s 2014 Illinois 

High School Season was memorable.  She was an undefeated 

IHSA State Champion, with a 34-0 record, dropping only one 

set the entire season in the finals.  She won the Highland Park 

Sectional, was East Suburban Catholic Conference #1 Singles 

Champion and Conference Player of the Year, made 1st Team 

All-State and All-Conference and was Carmel High School 

Most Valuable Player. Brienne was voted the Trib-Local Player 

of the Month in November. So far in her Junior Tennis career, 

Brienne titles include 1 International, 20 National, 7 Sectional 

and 15 District level Championships. In the 18 and under divi-

sions, Brienne is currently ranked #1 in the Chicago District, 

#1 in Midwest and #17 nationally.   Brienne has two sisters 

who played Division I tennis: Kristina (Illinois) and Jasmine 

(Georgia Tech/Oregon). Brienne has herself signed a National 

Letter of Intent to play at the University of Michigan starting in 

the Fall of 2015. 
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The Kevie Schwartz Memorial Award recognizes an 

outstanding boy in any junior division for the highest 

standards of tennis accomplishments, character, con-

duct, sportsmanship and demeanor. Kevie Schwartz 

founded Tennis Corporation of America (TCA) and 

built the Midtown Tennis Club. 

Kevie Schwartz Memorial Award 

Gianni Ross 
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2014 Junior Player of the Year 

I  guess you might say I was destined to play tennis. Before I or my brother picked up 

a racket, my father named each of us after a famous tennis player. My father loved 

to play the game and recognized the many benefits it provides. He hoped that some-

how our names would magically transform us into at least fans of the sport but possi-

bly players as well. To insure this would happen, he had us swatting dangling mobiles 

with miniature rackets while we were literally lying in our cribs. This progressed to 

hitting tennis balls in the alleys near our home in Chicago when we were still too small 

to play on an actual court. I lived in the city until I was about 4 years old until my fam-

ily moved to Burr Ridge, IL.  In doing so, we accidentally landed in a hotbed for ten-

nis. The Score Tennis Club and the Hinsdale Racket Club all were within a few miles 

from our home. With each club, came many experienced teaching pros as well as a 

number of talented juniors who were eager to learn the game. This combination of 

excellent instruction and high level junior competition served to constantly push my 

game to new highs. It was at the Hinsdale Racquet Club that I was first introduced to 

the Tennis Guru, Jack Sharpe, who has been the single greatest influence on my tennis 

development. I began taking lessons from Jack when I was 5 years of age and to this 

day, I rely on his expertise. Although I still am a student of Sharpe, the last 3 years I 

have been training with a former touring pro and an All American College tennis 

player, Robbye Poole of Score Tennis Club.  He has been refining my game to bring 

me to the next level and is most responsible for the success I’ve had in tennis recently. 

Some of my tennis highlights would include winning the Boy’s 12s Nike International 

Tournament; representing the United States in the 2013 Junior World Team Tennis  

Championships and the 2014 Junior Davis Cup.  And in August 2014, my doubles 

partner, John McNally and I won the Boys 16’s Doubles Championship in Kalamazoo, 

Michigan which gained us entry into the main draw of the 2014 Junior US Open Dou-

bles held in Flushing Meadows, New York.  This was an unbelievable thrill for both of 

us to be playing on the very same courts alongside the likes of Djokovic and Federer. 

In all, my accomplishments in tennis can be directly traced to the efforts of these 

coaches and I can’t say thank you enough for what they have given to me. I am also 

certainly glad that I have been able to fulfill my father’s wish, otherwise, how else 

could I explain why my name, Gianni Mac, is so similar to the one and only John 

“Johnny Mac” McEnroe. 



 

Trudy Brahin Memorial Award 

Mary Ann Sharpe 

The Trudy Brahin Memorial Award is presented to an 

active and talented female league player in USTA 

Tennis or local club leagues. The award is based on 

participation, attitude and sportsmanship. Trudy 

Brahin played both league and tournament tennis in 

the Chicago District and is honored with a memorial 

fund established in 1992 by her family and friends. 
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2014 League Player of the Year 

M ary Ann has been an active player in USTA 

League Tennis since 2011, starting as a 2.5 

and working herself up to a 3.5 rating.  She played 

on a total of 19 teams in 2014, 14 Chicago and 5 

Northern Illinois teams in the Early Fall, Winter 

and Summer seasons.  Her teams include 4.0 

Women 18+, 4.0 Women 18+, 3.5 Women 18+, 

7.0, 7.5 and 8.0 18+, 8.0 Mixed 40+, Combo 7.5 

and Tri-Level.  Mary Ann played a total of 77 

matches – she recorded 56 wins and 21 losses.  In 

addition, Mary Ann finds time to play on the River 

Trails Friday and Saturday Chicago land Indoor 

Tennis Association travel teams, and drills either 

with the teams or in a private group twice a week.  

Both on and off the court, Mary Ann displays a 

pleasant attitude and personality, as she is a great 

ambassador for the sport of tennis.  Tennis has be-

come her life and she finds the time to play all this 

tennis while working as a nurse at Lutheran Gen-

eral Hospital. 

 

The Mary Seelig award is presented to a tournament director who demonstrates a con-

sistently high level of expertise in hosting tournaments and an enthusiasm for all aspects 

of the game. This award honors Mary Seelig for her many years of supporting, directing 

and teaching the finer points of running a tournament. 

2014 Tournament Director of the Year 

Mary Seelig Award 

Alex Shusis &  

Paul MacDonald 
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Alex Shusis, USPTA Elite Professional, Schaumburg Tennis Plus 

 A lex is Head Tennis Professional at Schaumburg Tennis Plus.   Previously Alex 

was the 10 & Under Tennis Coordinator and Junior Programs Coordinator at Schaum-

burg Tennis Plus. He leads the 10 & Under Tennis Program and all Junior Programs as 

well as coaches players in the Schaumburg Tennis Plus Academy.  Prior to Schaumburg 

Tennis Plus Alex attended Illinois State University where he graduated with a degree in 

History and Social Studies Education. While at Illinois State University Alex founded 

the club tennis team sponsored by the USTA in 2008.  By 2011 the club tennis team 

grew from 12 members to over 60 members and qualified for two National tourna-

ments.  In 2010 the tennis club was named Most Improved Sports Club by the Illinois 

State University Recreation Department.  Also, in 2009 Alex studied in England where 

he played on the University of Leicester tennis team. 

 

Paul MacDonald. USTPA Master Professional, Schaumburg Tennis Plus  

Member of the Midwest USPTA Hall of Fame,  

P aul is Director of Tennis at Schaumburg Tennis Plus where he teaches all ages and 

levels from Tots to Seniors and from beginners to Nationally Ranked Juniors and 

Collegiate players.  Paul is currently on the CDTA Board of Directors, is Chairman of 

the CDTA Junior High Performance Committee, Chairman of the USTA Midwest Jun-

ior Tennis Pathway Committee, Coach of the USTA Midwest Boys 18s Team at the 

National Team Championship and a Member of the National Junior Competition Com-

mittee. 

 

2014 Tournaments at Schaumburg Tennis Plus-The club hosted; Six, 10 and Under 

Tennis, Orange Ball Earned Advancement Tournaments, One, 10 and Under Tennis, 

Green Ball Earned Advancement Tournament, Four Junior Level 5 tournaments, the 

USTA Midwest Level 1 Indoor Closed Championship, Girls 12s and the USTA Mid-

west Level 1 Fall Closed Championship, Boys 10s. Schaumburg Tennis Plus piloted 

two sportsmanship initiatives in 2014.  The first initiative asked players to read and if 

they agreed to sign the USTA Junior Player Promise.  The second initiative was to have 

players fill out a Sportsmanship Evaluation of their opponent after every match. 



 

Vegosen Family Award 

Bartosz Jozwiak  

2014 Coach of the Year 

The Vegosen Family Award recognizes a teaching 
professional/coach who contributes to tennis in 
the community and the District by promoting and 
developing programs and players. This Award is 
sponsored by the Jon Vegosen Family. 
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B artek Jozwiak closed out his college career 

at DePaul University with 79-53 singles 

mark and went 76-54 in doubles. He was named 

to the 2008, 2010, 2011 BIG EAST All-

Academic Team and earned ITA Scholar Ath-

lete honors in 2011. Prior to DePaul, he reached 

Polish U18 ranking of 11. and became Polish co

-champion in U18 doubles. Bartek won four 

International Tennis Federation (ITF) doubles 

titles while reaching ITF ranking of 560. In ad-

dition to his collegiate and pre-collegiate re-

sults, Bartek participated in numerous ITF 

men's futures events. He currently holds a 2014 

USTA Midwest Champion title in mixed dou-

bles which enabled him the opportunity to com-

pete at the US National Playoffs for a spot in 

the US Open Mixed Doubles main draw. Bartek 

dedicates a great part of his time to non-for-

profit tennis related organizations such as Chi-

cago Polish Tennis Association and Time4Ten-

nis, while being one of the most recognized ten-

nis pros at Five Seasons in Northbrook IL. 

 

Shostrom Family Award 

Peter Ketcham 
 

The Shostrom Family Award is presented to an active 

and talented male league player in USTA Tennis or 

local club leagues. The award is based on participation, 

attitude and sportsmanship. John Shostrom was a City 

and IHSA Champion and Division III coach. 
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2014 League Player of the Year 

P eter Ketcham developed the passion for tennis 

as an adult. He has played the sport for just 

over ten years and has captained and played on 

USTA teams in both Michigan and Illinois since 

2006. Highlights during that time include two sec-

tional appearances in Indianapolis and being able 

to progress my ability in the sport from a beginner 

to obtaining 4.0 player status in 2014. During 

2014, Peter captained and co-captained 12 USTA 

teams out of River Trails and Forest View, includ-

ing 7.0, 7.5, and 8.0 mixed teams and a 4.0 men's 

team. Besides captaining and playing, Peter enjoys 

watching live tennis and has attended the Western 

& Southern and BNP Paribas Opens and the local 

challenger event in Winnetka. He also enjoys dis-

cussing tennis strategy and the latest equipment 

trends in the sport. 



 

The CrossCourt News Award is presented to an aggressive, well organize 

community based local tennis organization in the District. It honors a group 

who has supported and promoted the overall growth of the game, especially 

at a grass roots level. The award is sponsored by the CrossCourt News. 

CrossCourt News Award 

The ACE Project 

2014 Organization of the Year 
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T he first tennis camp in Dolton/Riverdale School District started 

as a local initiative in 2012. By March 2013, The ACE Project 

was founded.  Since then, The ACE Project has facilitated year-round, 

free tennis programming for children living in disadvantaged commu-

nities.  Due to its popularity, we facilitate four seasons of tennis—

Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer—on a weekly or biweekly basis.  

We primarily serve students at School District #148 Dolton/Riverdale 

where we have facilitated programs at Lincoln School, Park School, 

and Washington School.  At Washington alone, approximately 300 

students have already been introduced to tennis.  This past summer, 

we facilitated a tennis camp for Riverdale Park District as a way to 

reach the broader community as well as older age groups.  To expand 

children’s experiences and showcase the possibilities that tennis offers 

its players, The ACE Project’s players participated in the Chicago 

District Playday at Homewood Flossmoor and the AC Nielsen Pro 

Tennis Tournament.  The ACE Project’s mission is to “promote youth 

development in children ages 5-18 through building social and emo-

tional skills, athletic ability, and education fortitude.”  Presently, we 

provide local tennis programming, but hope to develop comprehen-

sive after school programming (e.g., mentoring, tutoring, etc.) in the 

near future.  The ACE Project’s success hinges on the support from 

the Dolton/Riverdale community.  Dedicated parents, teachers, volun-

teers, and leaders understand the benefit of having our programs, es-

pecially since access to this sport would otherwise not be available in 

this community.  All tennis coaches receive training from a USTA 

National trainer for on-court activities as well as supervision from a 

school social worker to implement our life skills curriculum, which is 

unique to The ACE Project.  Our curriculum focuses on a “word of 

the day” that is threaded throughout their on-court activities and off-

court success in the classroom and at home.   To get involved, please 

visit: www.activechildrenexcel.org. 
 

The Tennis Official of the Year Award honors an 

active and highly rated tennis official working Dis-

trict, Sectional or National events. This award is 

sponsored by Tom Patterson.  

Chicago Tennis Patrons Award 

Janice Lumpkin 

2014 Tennis Official of the Year 
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J anice's career as a USTA certified Tennis Official, Roving, Line, Chair, 

and Referee spans 20 years.  Her officiating work this past year encom-

passed a wide variety of junior tennis tournaments, adult events, college 

duals, intercollegiate regionals, State of Illinois Special Olympics tennis, 

Natl/International Wheelchair competition, professional tennis line work 

for Men’s Legends & Powershare Tours and women’s Pro Exhibition 

match. 

She always is thoroughly prepared, and  always tries to be cooperative with 

and support the tournament staff to ensure a properly administered, quality 

tournament experience for all.  Janice has always served as a knowledge-

able, effective resource and communicator of the rules, regulations, and 

venue guidelines to clubs, players, parents, coaches and fellow officials.  

She maintains a professional and courteous attitude so as to encourage the 

highest level of sportsmanship.  She assures play is fair, respectful, properly 

conducted and thus satisfying for participants and staff alike in the least 

intrusion manner possible. 

She served as Chief Umpire/Referee for numerous district, sectional, and 

national level junior tournaments, including MW Level 1 Ten & Under 

events, Midwest Designated & Opens for Boys & Girls age divisions 12 – 

18, the Chicago Qualifier B&G 14’s, served as Chief Umpire/Referee for 

Walt Herrick Memorial Pro Men’s tournament, Crystal Lake, IL and for the 

10th year oversaw the John Mansueto Memorial Pro Men’s event at East 

Bank Club, Chicago.  She served as Chief Umpire/Referee of the Illinois 

Girls & Boys State High School Championships, Chief Umpire/Referee of 

CCIW Div III Men/Wms Conference Championships, Chair Umpire for the 

Illinois State Special Olympics Tennis Tournament,  worked as line umpire 

for Pro Legends events at United Center featuring Pete Sampras, Ivan 

Lendl, John McEnroe, Jim Courier, and a Pro Exhibition match between 

Taylor Townsend & Jelena Jankovic. 

Janice considers it an honor and privilege to work with, and take part in, so 

many tennis events – She has a passion for the game of tennis, for sports-

manship, and for aiding others (players, parents, coaches and event hosts 

alike) to create positive memories of their tournament experience. 


