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New 2020 Adult League Rules 
The Adult League Committee of CDTA has revised the rules for league play for the 2020 season. The 
following overview provides an explanation of the changes in 2 categories: Rules for Match Play and 
Rules for Team Management. All players and captains should review the full rules document at the start 
of each season. Current rules can be found on the CDTA website. Guiding principles behind the revision 
to the rules were CDTA’s interest in: 
 

• Fostering a culture of competition, fun, and sportsmanship 
• Responding to player/captain concerns about the 2018 Rules 
• Simplifying rules where possible to minimize confusion 
• Ensuring CDTA has the ability to easily enforce rules 

New 2020 Adult League Rules – Match Play 
1.Clarification of non-player involvement 
- No spectator has a part in a match 
- Players should follow a basic principle in tennis as stated in Principle 1 of The Code: Courtesy is expected. Tennis is 
a game that requires courtesy and collaboration 

- Players on-court should resolve all differences together based on the guidelines from The Code. Please read items 
#5-21 on Making Calls 

- Captains, club coordinators and coaches are spectators and cannot intervene in a match 

2.Simplification of Timed Match Procedures 
Matches should be played to completion. The Timed match procedure should be used only if the facility has a 2-
hour limitation: 
 

- At 15 minutes to the end of the match, any second set game in-progress will be completed using no-ad scoring 
- Following completion of that game, if a team has a one-game margin, the set is complete 
- If the set score is tied, start a 7-point set tiebreak to determine the 2nd set winner 
- If the conclusion of the set tiebreak results in one set each, start a 10-point tiebreak to determine the winner 

 

- At 5 minutes to the end of the match, the team that is ahead in score wins the match.  If the score is tied, play a 
deciding point to determine the winner 

 

- If a match tiebreak is in progress at 15 minutes to the end of the match, continue play until 5 min. to the end of 
the match time at which point the team that is ahead wins the match. If the score is tied, play a deciding point to 
determine the winner 

3.Clarification of the official clock 
- Prior to going to the court, the official clock at the Home team facility must be designated by the home captain 
- It is the responsibility of both captains to communicate to their players which clock is the official time if more than 
one is visible from the court 

- Players cannot use their personal cell phones as an official clock 
4.Update on deciding factors for determining the winner of a standings tie 

1) Individual Matches. Winner of the most individual matches in the entire competition 
2) Head-to-Head. Winner of the head-to-head match (moved from position 4 to 2) 
3) Sets. Loser of the fewest number of sets 
4) Games. Loser of the fewest number of games  
5) A method to be determined by the Championships Committee 
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New 2020 Adult League Rules – Team Management 
CDTA looks forward to collaborating with captains and players to ensure that we have a culture where 
tennis players enjoy competitive tennis and have fun. Pease share your feedback with us at any time. 

1.Eligibility: Removal of the requirement that 50% of league players be at the NTRP level of the league  
- The minimum number of players required to make up a team must still be at the league NTRP level according to 

the national rules 
- The previous rule was difficult to monitor/enforce and required a lot of work by the DLC 

2.Eligibility: The minimum number of players in a team must be met by the start date of the season as 
reflected on TennisLink 
- Example: If the League start date for an 18&O 4.0 team is May 1, all teams in that league must have eight 4.0-
rated players on May 1 to be eligible to compete 
- If the minimum number of players is not met, the captain must request a waiver via the DLC, and the ALC will 
determine whether to grant or deny the waiver 
3.Deadline: Reinforcement of the team application deadline shown on the CDTA website  
- Acceptance of a team after the deadline is subject to acceptance by the DLC 
- The DLC is empowered to make the decision to facilitate the inclusion of an optimal number of teams in the 
league 
- Formerly, the rules stated that late applications were “subject to acceptance by CDTA” 
4.Team defaults: Strengthening of the requirements regarding Team defaults 
- The defaulting team is responsible for all fees assessed by the facility due to notification after the 48 hours default 
notification deadline. Until fees are paid, each individual on the team roster and captains are ineligible to 
participate in current season, future season USTA League matches or League championships in CDTA 
- Last minute team defaults can cause problems for clubs and host facilities; CDTA strives to minimize these 
problems and will monitor team defaults closely 
5.Clarification of severe weather policies 
- Player safety is a priority 
- Captains will decide if it is safe to travel when a severe warning was issued by National Weather Service 
- If one of the Captains decide it is not safe for the team to travel, the match will be re-scheduled at the earliest 
time convenient for both Captains  

 


