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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 
October 18, 2015 
 
USTA Wyoming Board of Directors 
 
Dear Members of the Board and WY USTA Members, 
 
Wow, what a year! During the past twelve months, we have been making tennis dreams 
become reality. 
 
Let's review just a few things that we have done in 2015: 
 
The first major accomplishment I want to bring to your attention is our participation in 
the Governor's Council on Physical Fitness Day. We planned and executed an 
introduction to tennis for third graders in Cheyenne’s Laramie County School District  as 
well as third and fourth graders in Natrona County School District. These events put 
tennis racquets into the hand of thousands of kids.  Well over 2,500 youth attended these 
two events! 
 
Right on the heels of the Governor's Fitness Days, we hosted play days in the same 
Communities to further promote tennis and we gave away ~200 free tennis racquets. 
 
The second major accomplishment are the two ongoing Sectional Level V Tournaments 
we host in Wyoming. Josh Cossitt plans and hosts the Level 5 Tournament in Cheyenne. 
Dave Boon plans and runs the Tournament in Laramie.  These are the highest level 
tournaments that have ever been held in Wyoming.  In the last two years over 300 junior 
tennis players have come to Wyoming from all six Intermountain Districts (CO, WY, UT, 
ID, NV and MT) to compete against our players.  What a great opportunity for our junior 
players.   
 
The third outstanding accomplishment is the numerous tennis training days we have 
planned and executed. We have provided both USTA Schools and National 10 and Under 
Workshops as well as the first ever PTR 11-17 Certification Workshop resulting in over 
100 individuals getting the latest in teaching education. 
 
These accomplishments, coupled with our record setting year of PlayDays throughout 
Wyoming shows that tennis growth in youth programs is very storng! 
 
Keep up the great work in your communities and we’ll see you on the courts real soon.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
Stephanie Soler, PharmD 
President USTA WY 
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ITA WY District Representative Report 
 

 

 As a rookie representative to the Intermountain Board, 2015 has certainly been a learning 

experience.   It is abundantly clear that the Intermountain Section Board of Directors, along with 

Sectional staff and all the District Executive Directors, are rock solid with respect to their 

commitment to assist and support the smaller districts to grow the game of tennis and spread this 

wonderful sport to all corners of the Section. 

 

 Our previous District Delegate, Angela Emery, laid much of the groundwork for forming 

the Small District Task Force to identify the unique factors and challenges, along with ideas for 

both Wyoming and Montana.  I participated on that task force, primarily gathering information, 

before serving as District Delegate and have continued on the SDTF this past year.  Our Board has 

had the opportunity to review and discuss the report.  For me,  some of the key points of that report 

are the development  and training of local tennis champions, implementation of a full pathway 

from U10 to JTT to high school tennis participation, and hopefully participation in USTA 

tournaments and leagues as adults.   ITA is not in a position to fund this, however several ideas for 

private grants have been suggested.   I urge our entire BOD to re-read that report, mull some of the 

ideas over and to continue brainstorming ideas. There are many ways that we can help ourselves to 

increase funding and to improve programming in our strong communities and to implement tennis 

programming in under-served areas.  I should also note that Section staff are fully in support of 

separating the ED and District League Coordinator positions.  This is something that would free 

our ED to implement more programming across our state. 

 

 The Section has also formed two other task forces:  the first for reviewing and updating the 

Section by-laws; the second for reviewing insurance for directors and  officers.  The deductibles 

for this insurance, which protects our board and staff, from lawsuits, has risen dramatically.  To the 

best of my knowledge, the Wyoming Tennis Association has never been involved in any litigation 

of this nature.  I will keep our Board apprised of pertinent developments at the Section level. In the 

meantime, the Districts have been advised to keep our reserve accounts healthy.  

 

 My deepest thanks go out to Angela Emery for her service as our District Delegate.  She 

has risen to the leadership of ITA and now serves as the Section delegate to the USTA Board. She 

has built a strong, unified organization focused on growing the game of tennis.   The ITA stands 

out among the 17 USTA Sections for positive growth and is gaining recognition for the schools 

and PE programs, which our own Dave Boon has championed in Wyoming.    It is my honor to 

serve as Wyoming’s representative to the ITA Board, and I look forward to the coming year with 

many wonderful tennis happenings in Wyoming and throughout the Section.  

 

Julie Francis 

WY Representative on the ITA Board 
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USTA Wyoming – ED Report 
 

2015 was again, a record breaker for tennis in Wyoming.  We had many firsts for Wyoming tennis 

and some of our highest participation levels ever, this year.  Here are just a few highlights that you 

will read about in more detail in the following Annual Report: 

 

 Most PlayDays ever in Wyoming! 

 TEAM WY – the first ever in Wyoming! 

 UWYO NJYL Chapter continues to ROCK! 

 Sheridan Junior Tennis Tournament is back!   

 10 and Under training, training and more training 

 2  USTA Sectional Level V Tournaments in Wyoming 

 Fantastic things going on with WY Special Olympics! 

 UWYO club Tennis Team is winning both on and off the court!  

 First ever, Governors Council on Physical Fitness & Sport – Fitness Day (~2,600 kids) 

 

My THANKS goes out to all the individuals, Schools, Parks and Recreation, Boys and Girls 

Clubs, and Community Tennis Associations (Alpine Tennis Association, Casper Community 

Tennis Association, Cheyenne Tennis Association, Cody Tennis Association, Sheridan Tennis 

Association, and Sweetwater County Tennis Association), that have contributed to the tennis 

success in Wyoming this year.  Your help and leadership in getting our 10 and Under PlayDays 

and Kids Tennis Clubs up and running made this a very successful year for 10 and under tennis in 

Wyoming.  You helped establish many firsts in WY this year – many, many thanks!   

 

To the Tournament Directors who ran our many adult and junior events – many, many thanks to 

Josh Cossett, Chad Lace, Ken Yamada, Julie Francis, Lorna Brooks, Timmy Lew, and Tim 

Schoessler.  Thanks to all the Adult and Junior players that supported WY tournaments in 2015.   

 

To the League Team Captains new and returning – thanks for stepping up to lead your league 

teams – we hope you enjoy your Captain Shirt/Blouse – and we will be holding a drawing at our 

Annual Meetings to see which Team Captain wins the $200 Tennis Warehouse Gift Card.   To all 

the League Players that played our Leagues (Adults 18+, Adult 40+, Adult 55+ and Mixed 

Doubles), your participation in these events is GREATLY appreciated.  A special thanks goes out 

to the new league players that joined in on the league FUN this year. 

 

Thanks to all the Junior Tennis players who participated in tournaments this year!  You are 

playing a game that you can play for a lifetime – KEEP IT UP!  I cannot thank the juniors without 

a SPECIAL THANKS going out to all the Parents who get their children to these events!   

 

The following Annual Report will give additional information about many of the exciting things 

that are going on in Wyoming Tennis.  Check out the USTA WY website at 

www.wyoming.usta.com for all the latest news and fast links to register for tournaments.   Please 

call or email if I can be of any assistance in helping you grow the game of tennis in your 

community.  See you soon!   

 

Dave Boon, USTA WY Executive Director 

http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
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USTA WY MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
We have been striving to reach that 1,000 USTA membership level for a number of years – and we 

are not there yet.  Increasing adult membership results in more players participating in USTA 

events, including leagues, tournaments and Tri-Level PlayDays.  Increasing junior membership 

also results in increased participation in tournaments.  But most important – we can pass on a 

passion for a game (tennis) that they can play their entire lives.  They stay healthy, improve team 

building and communication by playing on teams (highs school, JTT, leagues as adults), and they 

can make friends and have FUN!   

 

Please help us increase our membership!  Here are our current membership numbers compared to 

December membership over the past seven years.   

 
USTA Members 2015 2014 2013  2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 

         

Juniors 314 186 245 231 246 233 208 194 

Adults 503 508 567 596 605 572 576 574 

Unknowns 1 0 3 2 3 3 5 4 

         

Total  Individual USTA 

Members 

818 694 815 829 854 808 789 772 

         

Org Members 24 24 28 28 76 54 24 22 

         

Total WY  

USTA Members 

842 718 843 860 920 862 813 794 

 

 

USTA Membership nationwide is down – but -- the Intermountain Section is currently second in 

the US behind Northern California in the smallest decrease with the total loss at 13 members out of 

~39,300.  Wyoming had positive growth in membership of the Districts in the Intermountain 

section with 17.87% .  Here is how the rest of the Districts did: 

 

 Wyoming +17.9% Colorado  + 0.67 Nevada  +0.05  Idaho  +0.39 

 

 Montana - 15.9% Utah  - 1.74%   

 

DON’T FORGET:  renew your membership and bring someone new into the game of tennis in 

2016 and help us reach our goal of 1,000 members!   

 

We need your community elementary schools to renew their USTA Organizational 

memberships or join if they are not members yet.  The 10 and Under Tennis is a major priority for 

USTA and USTA WY!  Also make sure the high schools that have varsity tennis teams are 

also USTA Members.   
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WY LEAGUE  REPORT 

 

  League 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

        

Cheyenne Men’s 3.5  -- -- 8 -- -- -- -- 

USTA Spring MXD 42 49 26 36 42 15 12 

USTA Adult 18+ 126 156 175 190 235 193 208 

USTA 40+  - Senior (past) 139 96 139 106 84 95 64 

USTA 55+ - Super SR’s (past) 61 88 76 43 39 33 39 

ITA Fall MXD 32 63 61 41 33 26 37 

Tri-Level and PD’s   55 31 42 -- -- -- 

Cheyenne Winter EKOLU 37 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Cheyenne Spring EKOLU 31 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

UWYO Club EKOLU 18 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Total 484 507 516 458 433 362 360 

 

WY USTA League  2015 2014 2013 2012 

 Unique Players 294 296 323 308 

 Participation 484 507 516 458 

 

2015 New League Initiatives 
 

Over the 2015 Winter Indoor season we initiated an EKOLU League in Cheyenne in partnership with 

the Frontier Park Indoor Tennis and the Cheyenne Tennis Association.  Team consisted of a minimum 

of four female and four male players.  Team matches consisted of a men’s doubles match, a women’s 

doubles match and 2 mixed doubles matches.  This is a great format for other communities – give it a 

try!  We also initiated a UWYO EKOLU League with the Club Tennis Players with many new players 

and new or renewed USTA memberships.    

 

WY USTA League Event, NTRP Level, and Advancements 

 

Division Division Format WY NTRP Levels 

Participating  

Sectional 

Advancement 

Adult 18+ 2 singles, 3 doubles M 3.5, 4.0, 4.5 

W 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 

M 3.5, 4.0, 4.5 

W 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, 

Adult 40+ 2 singles, 3 doubles W 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 

M 3.5, 4.0 

W 3.0, 3.5, 4.0 

M 3.5, 4.0 

Adults 55+ 3 doubles M/W  7.0, 8.0 6.0, 7.0, 8.0 

Spring MXD 3 doubles 7.0, 8.0 7.0, 8.0 

Fall MXD 3 doubles 7.5, 8.5 7.5, 8.5 
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2015 USTA WY ADULT TOURNAMENT PARTICIPATION 
 

Date Tournament 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Feb  WAC Adult Championships -- 55 -- -- -- -- 

April  High Plains Doubles Championships 56 55 71 55 74 -- 

May  Jackson Hole Open -- Can 51 51 39 60 

June  CCC Adult NTRP Doubles Day 42 36 24 26 40 -- 

  UWYO – Alpine Adult Tennis Champs 98 79 88 76 98* 95* 

  Cheyenne City NTRP Championships -- 27 39 52 -- -- 

July  Wyoming Open -- 38 29 37 56 42 

  Cody Independence Day Adult Champs 33 28 37 43 47 52 

Aug  Wyoming Governors Cup 88 82 127 127 130 116 

Nov  Cheyenne “Pete Cook” Thanksgiving  109 71 103 98 106 100 

Dec  UWYO Winter Adult NTRP Classic 86 70 67 54 -- -- 

  512 541 636 619 590 465 

 

 

2015 USTA WY JUNIOR TOURNAMENT PARTICIPATION 
 

Date Tournament 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Mar 
 
 WY JR Indoor Tennis Championships -- 43 Can 12 24 

May  Sweetwater JR Challenger #1 0 -- 14 Can Can 

 PODER 10 Under Futures  -- -- -- -- 

June  Taco John’s JR Governors Cup (14’s – 18’s) 12 38 45 28 39 

 CCC JR Singles Day -- -- -- 19 -- 

 Alpine - UWYO Junior Championships 13 11 21 33 -- 

 Cheyenne P&R JR Challenger #1 (8’s – 18’s) 22 -- -- -- -- 

July  Cody Independence Day Juniors 20 19 22 36 29 

 ITA WY District Cup (Level V) 84 109 -- -- -- 

 NE Wyoming JR Tennis Challenger 20 -- Can 26 -- 

  WY Junior Open -- 12 Can Can 38 

  Cheyenne P&R 10 and Under -- 14 17 20 -- 

  Cheyenne P&R Junior Championships -- 20 20 -- -- 

 Torrington JR -- -- -- 19 29 

  Sweetwater JR Challenger #2 0 19 11 -- -- 

Aug Taco John JR Gov Cup Novice (10 – 12’s) 0 -- -- -- -- 

 Cheyenne P&R JR Challenger #2 (8’s – 18’s) 0 -- -- -- -- 

 Sweetwater JR Challenger #3 0 -- -- -- -- 

Oct  WY JR Indoor Championships -- Can 23 25 12 

Nov  Teton Pines JR Indoor Championships -- 5 42 46 24 

 UWYO-Alpine Jr Championships -- -- 30 50 -- 

 ITA – WY District Cup Indoor (Level V) 66 63 -- -- -- 

Dec  Frontier Park Christmas JR Championships 35 42 39 54 31 

  272 395 284 368 226 
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10 Under Dashboard Results for 2015 

 
USTA tracks certain key parameters for USTA 10 and under programs (Dashboard) to see how we 

are doing toward achieving both our District and Sectional Goals.  We have more participation to 

post in the various categories prior to the end of 2015, but here are the 10 Under Dashboard 

through December 2015: 

 

Category 2015 
Actual 

2015  
Goals 

2014 
Actual 

Registered 10 U Org and Facilities  7 6 5 

# School PE Programs  50 79 

# Kids Tennis Clubs 29 27 35 

# Play Days   104 37 22 

# JTT (10 U)  0 20 0 

# JTT (12-18) 0 20 0 

# Tour (10 U) 15 35 25 

# Tour (11 – 18) 249 300 -- 

High School PlayDays 4 2 -- 

Coaching Education  3 2 5 
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PlayDays -  We started PlayDays (PD’s) in WY in 2012.  PD’s are informal FUN match play 

format for kids 10 and Under, although some communities may run PlayDays as FUN festivals.  

The key idea is to get younger players out to participate in tennis activities.  Older kids can also be 

a part of PD’s so you can schedule them for middle school and high school players as well – get all 

the kids into the game!  Starting in 2012, through October 2015, we have had PD’s in these 

communities in Wyoming: 

 

Cheyenne     Casper   

Laramie     Wheatland  

Jackson     Rock Springs 

Sheridan    Worland 

Chugwater    Wheatland 

Ethete (Wyoming Indian Elementary School)  

F.E Warren Air Force Base – Boys and Girls Club 

 

One of the more exciting PlayDay partnerships we 

have is with Wyoming Special Olympics.  They have 

been very interested in getting their athletes involved 

in tennis and in 2015 scheduled ten (10) WY Special 

Olympic Young Athletes PlayDays for youth 7 and under.  Go WY Special Olympics!   

 

Kids Tennis Clubs –  Kids Tennis Clubs are popping up throughout WY.  Here are just a few of the 

after-school, Kids Tennis Clubs that are happening in schools this year in WY! 

  

 Casper 

 Laramie 

 Cheyenne  

 Wheatland  

 Torrington 

 Green River and Rock Springs 

 WY Indian Elementary School (Ethete) 

 Jackson Elementary School – Teton P&R  

 F.E. Warren Air Force Base – Boys and Girls Club 

 

WY Special Olympics got in on the FUN in 2015 and 

established Kids Tennis Clubs in five communities for their 

athletes.   

 

 

USTA WY has funding to support Kids Tennis Clubs in your community. 

Contact us to get a Kids Tennis Club up and running in your community in 2016. 
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Wyoming Governors’ Council on Physical Fitness and Sports 

 
After two years of hard work, Ken Yamada finally got approval for USTA WY to participate in the 

2015 Wyoming Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports, Health – Fitness Day.  In 

Cheyenne, all Laramie County School District 3
rd

 graders, that’s ~1,000 kiddo’s, were bussed to 

the Taco John Event Center over a two day period (May 5 – 6
th

) to participate in the “Fitness Day.”  

What a GREAT opportunity to introduce all the 3
rd

 graders to tennis.   

 

That was ~ 80 students every 20 minute rotation 

over the two days – WOW!  With the help of the 

Cheyenne Tennis Association and some great 

volunteers including Marty Altenbern, Sue 

Cappozela, Jan Delorey, Jesse Chavez, Kaleigh 

True, Ruth Arnold, Amber True, Luke Macy and 

Kathy Plowman they pulled it off.  On court 

activities included Avalanche Volleys and Koosh 

Ball Toss.  It was a BLAST and a great way to 

introduce tennis to a lot of youth over a short 

period of time.  The Fitness Day was followed by 

a PlayDay at the newly constructed 36’ courts at Martin Luther King Junior Park which was a 

collaboration of the Cheyenne Tennis association and USTA WY.  Nearly 100 free racquets were 

given out to all the youth that attended.  More FUN!   

 

With the door open, another USTA WY Board member, Stephanie Soler took the initiative to host 

a Fitness Day on May 6
th

 in Casper at the Casper Event Center.  This time, Natrona County School 

District would send all the 3
rd

 and 4
th

 graders, a total of ~1,600 kiddo’s to us  over a ~5 hour 

period.  Prior to starting and while the students were waiting in the stands of the event center we 

blasted 144 foam balls into the stands.  What a BLAST!   

 

Now, time to hit the courts. So with ~150’ of Koosh 

Ball Short Courts and three volunteers we took on the 

challenge of introducing ~1,600 youth to tennis in ~ 8 

minute rotations.  It was FUN, it was FAST, it was 

CRAZY, it was FANTASTIC!   

 

Again, following the lead of Cheyenne we hosted a 

PlayDay at the Wyoming Athletic Club that weekend 

to spend more time on the courts with the students 

and to give away up to another 100 free racquets.   

 

Thanks to Ken Yamada and Stephanie Soler for all 

the hard work in getting this event on the books.  We 

introduced tennis to ~ 2,600 3
rd

 and 4
th

 graders in 

Cheyenne and Casper in only two days.   

 

Next up – doing it in your community in 2016.  Give us a call! 
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Youth Player Development – USTA WY continues to invest in both our players and our 

coaches.  As an example, Ben Vigneri of Casper has been to several Regional Training Centers in 

Las Vegas and is also attending an Early Development Center in Boulder Colorado.  At these RTC 

and EDC camps, Ben spends the weekend hitting with top 

players his age from CO, WY, NV, ID, MT and UT, and 

being coached by USTA’s High Performance coaches.    

Congratulations Ben – and another first for WY Junior 

Tennis!   

 

Ben, on right, was the winner of the Boys 10 Singles and 

Under at the 2014 ITA –WY District Cup Level V Indoor 

Championships.  That support by ITA and National Coaches 

that run the RTC has certainly benefited Ben!  Many, many 

thanks to ITA, USTA National and our own member of the 

Intermountain’s  Coaches Commission and Wyoming’s 

USTA High Performance Coach, Josh Cossitt ! 
 

Josh Cossitt has been certified by USTA as a High Performance Coach and in 2015 along with 

USTA WY Executive Director, Dave Boon, development and conducted the first ever, TEAM WY 

Training in Wyoming.     

 

TEAM WY 
 

Under the leadership of Josh Cossit, our first ever TEAM WY training took place May 20 - 

21st, in Cheyenne, and was a great success.  We had 19 players total including 5 of our #1 ranked 

players (B’s 12, B 18’s, G 14’s, G 16’s and G 18’s.  We had many other WY ranked players in 

attendance too: 

  

G 16’s  # 3, #4 and #5  G 18’s  #2, #3, #6, and #7  B 14’s #2 and  #4 

  

We had players from Cheyenne (13), Casper (4), 

Carpenter and Rawlins. This was our first event and was 

open to any junior that wanted to attend.  We also had 

many up and coming 10 and Under kiddo’s as well from 

Cheyenne and Casper.  I was really impressed with our 

four (4) younger 7 – 9 year old players that attended from 

Cheyenne and Casper.  What a GREAT group of 

Wyoming junior tennis players! 

  

One of the great “lessons learned” by all the older players 

was that they can learn from any player and how important, and FUN, it can be to hit with some of 

the younger players.  When all the players voted on who was the most inspirational player or the 

player that motivated them the most during the TEAM WY training the top vote getter was Ben 

Vigneri (he got the 2014 US Open hat prize) – remember Ben is only 10 years old. There was a tie 

for 2
nd

 place votes between Grace Dereemer and get this, Robert Vigneri (Ben’s 8 year old 

brother).  That is right, Robert won the respect of every player that attended and during our FUN 
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Junior Development Core Values 

“supersized” games on Saturday (Deep Desperation, Wipe Out, Star Catcher) played with 

“orange” balls, Robert played with, and against, high school players that were twice his age and 

height, and Robert hit many of the winning shots.   

 

The players were on court for a total of 12 hours in two days 

(10 – 6:00 on Saturday and from 10 – 1:00 on Sunday).  All 

the players learned a TON, improved their game, became 

much more aware of what they need to do to continue that 

improvement (tennis, physical, mental and emotional), and 

were extremely grateful for this opportunity.  The older 

players learned how important it is for our WY player 

development to hit with the younger kiddo’s and that it can 

be fun too.  The younger kids told the older kids how grateful 

they were that they had taken the time to hit some with them 

and how great it was for them to play with older and better 

players.  Respect and gratitude all around! 

  

We plan on holding several TEAM WY trainings each year.  

If you would like to host one in your community give us a call.  By the way -- Josh volunteered all 

of his time (12 hours) and is very grateful for our investment in his USTA Player Development and 

High Performance training over the past ~2 years.   

  

GREAT things are happening in WY Tennis and TEAM WY is just one of those! 

 

USTA Schools Programs 
 

We continue to work closely with school districts throughout WY to offer USTA School training 

so that every child has the opportunity to play tennis in their community.  The new USTA School 

Curriculum combined with the 10 and Under Tennis equipment has created a win:win for teachers 

and students.  Tennis can be played in any school gym in WY regardless of the weather outside.  

In Wyoming, more than 20,000 students in elementary school now get tennis as part of their 

PE classes during the 2015/16 school year!  Our goal is to reach over 40,000 per year in 

Wyoming.   

 

Did you know that tennis improves academic outcome and has other positive results too! 

 

Tennis – More than Just a Sport – A report "USTA Serves Special Report, More Than a 

Sport: Tennis, Education and Health," found some very interesting outcomes data when they 

compared tennis players to non-athletes and participants in many other sports.   "The evidence 

shows that tennis participation is clearly linked with educational achievement, health and social 

involvement among U.S. adolescents," said Don Sabo, Ph.D., principal investigator.  

 

When compared to other sports (contact and non-contact, and non-participation in sports), tennis 

players are more likely to get better grades, put more time into studying, have higher expectations 

for college, have lower expulsion and suspension rates and are less likely to use alcohol, tobacco 

and marijuana.   

http://www.wyoming.usta.com/news/7_core_values_of_tennis/
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West Elementary in Wheatland (~3,500 total town population) – We lost Dan Sherrill (PE 

Teacher), at West Elementary, when he moved to South Dakota this year.  Prior to Dan leaving, he 

created a “Kids Tennis Club” at this Title 1 elementary school and matches are played 4 times 

each week in the mornings prior to school starting – DEDICATED Kids!  In March they hosted 

March Madness – no not a basketball tournament but a school wide tennis tournament with 

qualifying matches to create the Sweet 16 Tennis Championships.”    Another first in WY!  

Dan’s work is now listed on the USTA Website as a Best Practice for Schools.  Another first 

for Wyoming!   

 

We have lost Dan with his move to South Dakota, but because of Dan’s leadership Jodi Fitzwater 

has picked up where Dan left off and will be conducting similar programs in Wheatland at Libby 

Elementary in 2015 that will include PlayDays, Kids Tennis Club and soon, Junior Team Tennis. 

A first for WY!    
 

Just a quick update.  Dan’s daughter, Abby who learned to play tennis in the gym at West 

Elementary school in Wheatland WY just took 1
st
 place at #4 Singles in the Rapid City SD Middle 

School Tennis Championships.  Abby is tearing it up in the Northern Section but learned to play 

tennis in Wheatland WY.  Go Abby Go!   

 

For more positive outcome from tennis for your children, 

just flip to the next page and read on! 
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WY Indian Elementary – USTA WY assisted 

Wyoming Indian Elementary School in receiving a grant 

from USTA Serves back in 2012  They are having a new 

school built which will allow the continued success of 

tennis programming on the Wind River Indian 

Reservation.  This was the only grant awarded by USTA 

to a reservation school in the US.   

A first in WY and the US!     
 

The PE classes now reach all ~350 students.  The Kids 

Tennis Club had 55 kids sign up and is off and running.  

The kids had never been exposed to tennis before – and 

they are having a BLAST!  As a result of the efforts at WIES we are now reaching out to the other 

three other elementary schools on the Wind River Indian Reservations including Ft. Washakie 

Elementary (357 students),  Arapahoe Elementary (326 students) and St. Stephens Mission 

(224 students) to implement tennis in their PE programs and to develop Kids Tennis Clubs at their 

sites.  We just met with the Ft. Washakie School PE teachers and will be providing them with an 

equipment grant to implement tennis at their school in the spring of 2016.  We hope to get tennis in 

the remaining two schools by early 2016 school year.  When fully implemented that will provide 

tennis programming (PE and KTC’s) to  ~1,200 Native American 10 and under students each 

year!   
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Tennis Wheelchair  – We own a “Quickie Match Point” Tennis Wheelchair which is 

available as a “loaner” chair for anyone taking lessons, playing recreational matches or USTA 

Sanctioned events (leagues and tournaments).  It is housed at the University of Wyoming Varsity 

Indoor Tennis Center.  If you know of someone that would like to try out the USTA WY 

Wheelchair have them contact Dave Boon   Another first for WY – PLEASE help us get the 

word out about our Tennis Wheelchair! 

 

USTA National 10 Under and Schools Training  
 

We continue to offer trainings for 

PE teachers, parks and recreation 

staff, teaching pro’s, high school 

students, and community 

volunteers.  In 2015, we 

completed the following 

trainings: 

 

 Two (2) USTA National 

10 Under Workshops  

 

 Several coaching sessions 

for WY Special Olympic 

Coaches 

 

 WY APHERD Conference – the annual state conference for Wyoming PE teachers 

 

Professional Tennis Registry – 11 – 17 Year Old Certification Workshop  
 

An eclectic group of Tennis Professionals, Coaches and Instructors converged at the Cheyenne 

Country Club Tennis Complex on August 9 to participate Wyoming’s first ever PTR Workshop 

devoted exclusively to coaching the 11 to 17 aged group. The cool cloudy weather was 

overshadowed by the energy and knowledge of Clinician Brian Parkkonen. 

 

A total of 18 participants from the states of 

Wyoming, Colorado and Nebraska were in 

attendance.  Participants included NCAA Div I 

coaches, high school varsity and JV coaches, 

teachers, PTR teaching pro’s, parks and 

recreation instructors, and some up and coming 

high school players that want to pursue careers 

as teaching professionals.  The entire event was 

conducted on-court with non-stop drills and 

games, some of which were planned and 

produced by the participants themselves.   

http://www.wyoming.usta.com/news/ptr_coaches_training/
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One of the youngest participants, Chase Anderson, who is still in High School said:  “I really 

learned a lot today, and for me, I had a great time, it was fun.”   PTR should be applauded for 

putting together their 11 to 17 programming; they are not only making the game better for the 

attendees, they are making Tennis better for all in Wyoming, said Ken Yamada,  PTR Pro and 

Director of Tennis, Cheyenne Country Club and host of the PTR Training. 

 

Courts for 10 and Under Players  
 

Blended Lines – Blended lines are 36’ and 60’ court lines that are put on existing 78’ courts.  This 

allows players (10 and under) to have the right size court for their size.   

 

It’s This Easy!  Northridge Elementary School in Rock 

Springs became the first facility in WY to put down 

permanent 36’ court lines in their playground.  They 

simply asked the school district to put down 36’ court lines 

in their playground – it’s that easy!  Contact USTA WY to 

get the drawings so you can get 36’ courts painted by your 

school district at your elementary schools!  We also have 

grant money to help get those blended lines on tennis courts 

and school playgrounds.  Give us a call! 

 

National Junior Tennis and Learning (NJTL)  
 
What is NJTL?  The National Junior Tennis and Education (NJTL) was established by tennis 

legend Arthur Ashe.  Today, over 500 NJTL Chapters serve more than 225,000 youth each year 

through tennis and education.  The UWYO NJTL Chapter was started in 2014 and continues to 

provide USTA NJTL Programs, including tennis, Arthur Ashe Essay Contest, and the A.C.E. 

Curriculum.  A first in WY! 

 

The UWYO NJTL Chapter has 

been busily working with Laramie 

youth and WY Special Olympics 

on the courts during the last year. 

In 2015, UWYO NJTL under the 

direction of Annie Bergman,  ran 

8 PlayDays in Wyoming, some in 

collaboration with UW coaches 

and the UW Tennis Club, and 3 

Special Olympics PlayDays where 

the athletes got more individual 

attention. They collaborated with 

the UW Tennis Club to coach 

Special Olympics athletes in 

September and October to get a team ready for Area and State Games. One of our athletes placed 

first at the Area Games in Cheyenne, and all of the athletes received Gold at the State Games in 

Casper.  
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Their PlayDays continue to be popular, and they have some very promising elementary age players 

enjoying the skills, and games. Some of the youth have graduated up out of the 36’ and 60’ courts 

and will be very eligible players on the Laramie High School tennis teams. Alpine Tennis 

Association has purchasing full-sized lightweight racquets for the middle school kids to borrow 

when they don’t have their own equipment.  

 

The additional help for coaching youth from 

the UW Tennis Club has been super. Several 

of the Club members have attended youth 

coaching workshops and are able to lead 

activities. UW Tennis Club president, Sean 

Feehan, has been invaluable as a coach and 

in drumming up volunteers to help with 

PlayDays and Special Olympics. Sean is now 

a board member of Alpine Tennis 

Association.  

 

Lea Bergman has helped coach at almost 

every Play Day and Special Olympics event, 

and is well received by the young players as 

well as the middle school players who want more coaching/challenging play on the court. 

 

In October, UWYO NJTL initiated afterschool activities once a week on Wednesdays that fits in 

nicely with the Alpine Tennis clinics coached by UW on the other weekdays. Their dedicated 

volunteers are UW Tennis Club members and high school student, Lea Bergman. 

 

Working closely with Teton Science School, they have 

not only integrated the USTA A.C.E. curriculum for 

mathematics and literacy but are now offering STEAM 

(science, technology, engineering, art, math) and First 

Serve Life Skills (another USTA curriculum) during the 

first 30-45 minutes followed by skills drills, games, and 

match play on the courts for 45-60 minutes. The 

activities are student-directed, some reflecting 

individual identities, and some based on team-building. 

USTA WY has provided funding again in 2015 to cover 

court time, equipment, and snacks for our events.  A 

special thanks to Ewa Szatkowska for making it easy to share equipment and for coordinating the 

use of the Indoor Tennis Facility, and to Alpine Tennis Association for ongoing collaboration.   

 

This is a GREAT example of how communities can work together to grow the game of tennis and 

provide other support (academics, literacy, STEAM and First Serve Life Skills).  

 

Annie Bergman was selected to receive the USTA Community Tennis Development 

Workshop scholarship and will be traveling to San Diego for this nationwide conference.  
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The CTDW includes session, networking and information on how to grow the programs, grant 

writing, community inclusion, and many other topics that will further support the youth in 

Laramie.  UWYO NJTL looks forward to continuing their collaboration with Alpine Tennis 

Association, UWYO Varsity Tennis, and the UW Tennis Club in sponsoring events for youth in 

Laramie.   

 

The UWYO Club Tennis Team  

 
The UWYO Club Tennis team is doing some great things.  You read about how they are helping 

out with the UWYL NJTL Tennis and Education and how they have been helping with WY 

Special Olympics.  But you might ask, how are they doing on the tennis court themselves?  

 

USTA WY help with a “Tournament Entry Scholarship” 

so the UWYO Club Tennis Team could go to Salt Lake 

City and complete in the Intermountain Tennis on Campus 

Sectional Championships.  We funded two (2) teams – 

Brown and Gold.   

 

Team Brown members include:  Jessica Wegener, 

Austin Fermelia, Meghan Neville, Zac Hall, Chris Cook, 

Sam Hill, and Pat Schum.   

 

Team Gold members:  Gigi Ruskowsky, Sean Feehan 

(UWYO Club President), Maddie Mackie, Alan Alexeyev, 

Katie Stewart, Will Rich, and Ethan Lynn 

 

How did they do against the other colleges and university 

teams?  The Gold Team took 2nd place in the silver 

Bracket and the Brown Team took 1st place in the 

bronze division.   

 

“Our regional tournament in Salt Lake City this past 

weekend went great!  We all had a great experience and 

couldn't have afforded to go without your help. Thank you so much for the USTA WY financial 

assistance,”  Sean Feehan (President, UWYO Club Tennis Team).   

 

If you want more information contact Sean Feehan (President - UWYO Club Tennis) at 

sfeehan1@uwyo.edu .   Get out and help support these Young Gun's!   

 

AWESOME job UWYO Club Teams Brown and Gold! 

 

mailto:sfeehan1@uwyo.edu
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MILITARY OUTREACH 
 

NJTL Chapter at F.E Warren Air Force Base 

 
One of the really exciting NJTL Chapters in WY is located 

on an active military base – F.E. Warren Air Force Base in 

Cheyenne.  The NJTL chapter is located at the Youth 

Center which is a Boys and Girls Club.  We started this 

program ~ 4 years ago and it was the first NJTL Chapter 

in the US on a military base – and it’s the 1
st
 NJTL on a 

military base in WY! 

 

The Boys and Girls Club located at F.E. Warren AFB is a 

registered Kids Tennis Club and they conduct several 

PlayDays for their youth each year.  The BGC has a full 

gym with a full 78’ tennis court lined on their gym floor 

which makes it very easy to set up 4 – 36’ courts for match 

play during PlayDays. They continue to run tennis and the 

USTA A.C.E. mathematics and literacy curriculum.   

 

Here is Some Wyoming History You Probably Didn’t Know:  F.E. Warren Air Force Base, 

located in Cheyenne Wyoming, is the home of the 90
th

 Missile Wing and Headquarters, 20
th

 Air 

Force, of Air Force Global Strike Command.  Originally founded as Fort Russell in the 1860’s, the 

War Department ordered the post be rebuilt to serve eight infantry companies in 1885. The Army 

built red brick buildings and planted thousands of trees. The last expansion of the base took place 

in the early 20th century when large barracks along Randall Avenue were constructed. Many of the 

early brick buildings were stables that housed nearly 20,000 horses and mules. From 1885 to 1930, 

more than 220 brick buildings were erected and all remain in use today.  

The base also has three outdoor tennis courts, and a Boys and Girls Club with a tennis court in 

their gym.  Great things are happening on F.E Warren Air Force Base! 

 

What a great combination of USTA programming 

USTA youth tennis -- NJTL‘s  -- ACE --  Family Military Outreach ! 
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Something Very Special!  
 

WY Special Olympics – USTA WY has a great new partnership with 

WY Special Olympics to provide training to the coaches and tennis 

opportunities for their athletes.  In 2013,  was the first time in WY that 

tennis was part of the WY Special Olympics.  Working closely with 

WY Special Olympics headquarters in Casper, we were able to further 

expand tennis throughout Wyoming and again hosted the 2015 Fall 

Games in Casper at the Wyoming Athletic club in 

Casper.        A special thanks to Eric Nokes and the 

WAC for use of their courts for this very important 

event!   In 2015, the WY Special Olympics expanded 

their program to the Youth Athletes (under 7 years) with 

10 PlayDays and 5 Kids Tennis Clubs throughout 

Wyoming.   

Another first for USTA WY and a first for WY 

Special Olympics!  

 

We also provided scholarships to any Special Olympic Coach to attend the USTA 10 Under 

Workshops.  Four attended the Workshop in Jackson in 2014, and the WY Special Olympics 

hosted a 10 Under Workshop in Casper in October 2015 with 40+ participants.  In addition, we are 

working two (2) additional initiatives with WY Special Olympics:   

 Young Athlete Program – this is the Special Olympics 7 and under program which fits 

very well with USTA’s 10 and under initiative.  Most (~80%) of the Special Olympics 

programs in WY are in collaboration with public schools. 

 

 Unified Tennis – this is a program in which a Special Olympian plays with an adult or 

high school player.  Similar to one-up one-down in wheelchair tennis.  We hope to have a 

“demonstration” event in the Spring in Casper or Laramie.  We really want our high school 

teams to take this on in WY in their local communities.  Call if you have any interest in 

getting your high school player or their high school team involved in the Unified Tennis 

Program. 
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Wyoming Youth Tennis Foundation (WYTF) Report 

 
The WYTF is the 501(c)(3) arm of the Wyoming Tennis Association.  Contributions and donations 

to WYTF can be used as a “charitable contribution.”  Your support of the WYTF goes to fund 

youth player scholarships and community based youth tennis programming.   

 

 Since 2008, the WYTF has funded over $20,000 in scholarships and/or programs grants. 

 

WYTF funding comes from – two sources:  tournaments and individual donors.  Tournament 

Directors and USTA Organizational Members that run USTA sanctioned tournaments in WY 

contribute $1/player to the WYTF fund.  These Tournament Director donors in 2015 included:  

Chad Lace (Cheyenne), Josh Cossitt (Cheyenne), Ken Yamada (Cheyenne), Cheyenne Tennis 

Association, Sweetwater Tennis Association (Phil Harder), Cody Tennis Association, Alpine 

Tennis Association,  and Julie Francis/Dean Clower (UWYO).   

 

Please consider making a donation to the Wyoming Youth Tennis Foundation (WYTF) to support 

one of three programs:  Schools Equipment Program, Junior Player Scholarships, and our 

Community Program Grants.   

 

 What can your donation purchase? 

 

 $10 1 – 10 Under  19” - 23” racquet 

 $25 2 – 10 Under racquets and three 4” Foam Balls 

 $100 1 -  18’ Portable Net 

 $250 2 -  18’ Portable Nets and 5- 19” – 23” racquets 

 $500 Complete Elementary School PE Tennis Setup 

   3  18’ Nets 

   20 Racquets 

   24  4” Foam Balls 

   

Scholarships – The WYTF supports individual players and provides tennis scholarships for up  

to $500 to help players offset the costs of playing competitive tennis.  Scholarships are used for travel 

expenses to tournaments, tournament entry fees, equipment and lessons.   

 

Community Program Grants – The WYTF also provides grants to communities for youth tennis 

programming.  Over the past two years these grants have gone to develop Junior Team Tennis and  

10 and Under Tennis Programs, as well as, to cover indoor court time for junior players.   

 

Consider making an investment in Wyoming’s young tennis players by making a donation to one, 

or all, of our three programs:  Schools Equipment, Player Scholarship and Community Program 

Grants.     

 

Want to make a difference in a child’s life?  Consider making a donation to the WYTF. 

 

“From what we get, we can make a living. 

What we give, however, makes a life.”  Arthur Ashe 

 



 22 

2015 Award Winners 

Awards Committee Report 
 

 

Thank you to those of you who took the time to nominate an individual or an organization for an 

award.   

 

 

The 2015 Award Winners are as follows: 

 

 Marie Robertson Lifetime Achievement Lee Gribovicz, Casper (now Arizona) 

  

 Volunteer of the Year   Emily Bates (Cheyenne) 

  

 Family of the Year    Dereemer (Cheyenne)  

  

 Organization of the Year   WY Special Olympics 

  

 Junior Players of the Year   Julie Fenn (Sheridan) 

       Rachel Phillips (Cheyenne) 

       Ben Vigneri (Casper) 

  

 10 and Under Promoter   Gov’s Council on Physical Fitness & Sports 

  

 Media      WY Tribune Eagle (Cheyenne) 

 

The Awards Committee had a tie for the Junior Players of the Year and wanted to recognize both 

graduating seniors, Julia and Rachel, for their outstanding accomplishments both on and off the 

court.   The committee also decided to reinstate the Boys and Girls Junior Player of the year 

Award.  We have so many outstanding junior players coming up that they wanted to be able to 

recognize the outstanding efforts of both the female and male players.   

 

The Awards Committee added a new category this year to recognize great things that are going on 

in communities around Wyoming that are being led by the high school tennis teams.  Teams that 

promote PlayDays, Kids Tennis Clubs, Junior Team Tennis and entry level 1-day junior 

tournaments.  We want the high school players out in the community working with younger 

children.  This year’s winner exemplifies that community outreach.   

 

High School Program of the Year    Torrington High School Tennis 

        Mary Perkins, Coach 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to all our 2015 award winners! 
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Marie Robertson Traveling Trophy 

Past Award Winners 

 
1993  Sheri Carlise   Devoted Leader 

 

1994  Ruth Verheil   Coach Plus 

 

1995  Suzanne Gulley  Outstanding Achiever 

 

1996  Ken Harmon   Selfless Inspiration 

 

1997  Dave Luebbe   Role Model Supreme 

 

1998  John Agin   President Unparalleled 

 

1999  Shane & Tanja Burns  Partners in Progress 

 

2000  Suzie Martin   Perennially Perfect 

 

2001  Julie Francis   Valued Pinch Hitter 

 

2002   Tammy Schiermeister  Grass Roots Promoter 

 

2003  Kathy Bummer  Impressive Proxy 

 

2004  Tammy Romero  Texas Tornado 

 

2005  Sue Capozella   Tireless Worker 

 

2006  Fritz & Sylvia Wasmuth Cody’s Star Couple 

 

2008  Lorna Brooks   Sheridan’s Tennis Sweetheart 

 

2009  Becky Fisher   WYOTA’s First Full-Time ED 

 

2010  Angela Emery   Delightful Delegate 

 

2011  Ken Yamada   Reliable Team Member 

 

2012  Bob Faurot    Youth Motivator 

 

2013  Bonnie Ward   Capable Advocate 

 

2014  Mary Jo Scott   Player Emeritus  

 

2015  Lee Gribovicz   The Guy Who Did it All 
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MARKETING AND OUTREACH REPORT 
 

USTA WY Website – Savings the BEST for last!  -- That’s right.  We have put in many hours 

on making our website very user friendly for our customers (USTA WY Membership).  PLEASE 

go to our website at www.wyoming.usta.com and check it out. Feedback from our customers was 

that it was very difficult for them to find information on the USTA National Website – solution – 

we have “quick links” to information that they need on our website.  For instance, to find a 

tournament and register for it takes seven (7) clicks of a mouse on the USTA National Website.  

For WY tournaments, the players can register with simply one click (a very special program 

feature) on our Home Page – check it out.  To get NTRP ratings on other players and teammates it 

would take a minimum of seven(7) clicks per person on the USTA National Website – but not at 

USTA WY, the info is just three (3) clicks away and you can get everyone in that NTRP level.   

Our League Schedule, News Articles, and many other things can be Recommended (Facebook), 

Send (Email), and Tweet, g+1 or even Pin it.    I don’t know what all this is – but – you can do it 

from the USTA WY Website at   

 

www.wyoming.usta.com 
 

We hope you appreciate these efforts (Website updates, E-Blast for league and tournament 

deadlines, etc)  –PLEASE  let us know how you would like to receive information on all the tennis 

happenings going on in WY, or send us your community’s tennis activities and we will post it on 

the USTA WY Website for all to enjoy!   

 

Tournament Listings    www.wyoming.usta.com  

 

League Deadlines and Info  www.wyoming.usta.com  

 

Scholarships and Grants   www.wyoming.usta.com  

 

Photo Galleries of Events   www.wyoming.usta.com  

 

News, Highlights and Happenings www.wyoming.usta.com 
 

 

Did you know that playing tennis has a wide range of health benefits ranging 

from physical, mental and emotional?  Take a quick look at the materials we 

handed out at the Wyoming High School Tennis Championships.  Pretty cool!   

http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
http://www.wyoming.usta.com/
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SPONSORSHIP THANKS 
 

We could not offer the programs (Leagues, Schools Training, 10 and Under Tennis, etc) without 

the support of sponsors.  A special thanks to all the  CTA’s , P&R Districts and especially our 

indoor tennis facilities (Wyoming Athletic Club, Frontier Parks Family Tennis Center, and the 

University of Wyoming Tennis) for helping us be a success.  One organization that supports all of 

our USTA WY Programming including:  tournaments, leagues, 10 Under PlayDays, USTA 10 

Under Workshop, and the ITA – WY District Indoor Cup is the UWYO Tennis.  A special thanks 

to the UWYO Varsity Tennis Program! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A special thanks to Dean, Maciej and Ewa and the entire UWYO  

Varsity Tennis Team for all your support in 2015!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again to all for helping make 2015 such a great year  

for Tennis in Wyoming! 
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