
 Conduct of Players 

Both players and spectators/parents are expected to maintain a high 

degree of sportsmanship at all times.  

 

        Players must know and adhere to the official rules of the USTA 

and Code and Guidelines of the Southwest Section under whose 

sanction all players are participating.  

 

 Players may not accept any coaching during the process of a 

match.  

 

 At no time may players communicate in any way with parents, 

friends, coaches or spectators. Any player who receives coaching 

during the process of a match is subject to the USTA Point Penalty 

System.  

 

Unsportsmanlike Conduct Includes: 

 

1.  Abusive display or temper  7.  Racket throwing or banging 

2.  Loud or abusive language  8.  Hitting the ball in anger 

3.  Swearing      9.  “Gamesmanship” or stalling 

4.  Obscene language or gestures  10.  Cheating 

5.  Disrespectful, disruptive or  11. Taunting 

      intimidating gestures 

6.  Disrespect toward a tournament official 

      

Violations of sportsmanship rules in Friend at Court will result in: 

 

1.  Enforcement of the Point Penalty System; 

2.  Potential disqualification by the Tournament Referee or his/her 

designee; 

3.  The names of players receiving point penalties will be sent to the 

Section office immediately following the tournament in which the 

violations occurred. 

 

Courtesy should be extended to: 

 

1.  Your opponent; 

2.  Your assigned official; 

3.  Tournament officials; 

4.  Spectators 

 

 



     Conduct of Parents, Friends, Coaches and Spectators 

 

Parents, Friends, Coaches and Spectators are not permitted to: 

 

 1.  Be on the court at any time. 

 

2.  Volunteer advice on line calls, scoring or the conduct of a 

match except during the official rest period allowed between the 

second and third sets, excluding’ 18’s where play is continuous. 

 

3.  Coach, talk to players, sit or stand near a court in such a 

manner as to provide a distraction to any of the players on the 

court.  

 

4.  Cheer or clap in any way other than the applauding of good 

play.  No cheering or clapping for unforced errors will be 

tolerated. 

 

 The Tournament Referee, after following Southwest procedures, 

may at his/her discretion default any participant whose parents, 

friends or coaches interfere with the match in any way.   

 

SPECTATORS/PARENTS are not allowed to get involved in a match 

in any manner. Spectators/parents telling a player to go get an 

umpire, or to stop play while they themselves look for an official is 

considered coaching and is not allowed. Parents may go to the 

tournament desk to inform the director of what they perceive a 

problem to be, and the director will then decide if official intervention 

is warranted. Parents have the right and the option to withdraw their 

child at any time for disciplinary reasons.   

 

PLAYERS/SPECTATORS/PARENTS should also understand that 

their own misconduct is subject to the USTA POINT PENALTY 

SYSTEM   


