
OAHU DISTRICT TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
 

Order of Serving and Receiving 
 
 

According to the ITF Rules of Tennis, the coin toss/racquet spin at the beginning of the match 
determines which team serves and receives first. This order of serving and receiving for singles and 
doubles matches continues through all subsequent games/sets, unless a tie-break game is played in 
a set.   
 
Doubles Matches.  The order of serving and receiving between doubles partners may be altered at 
the beginning of each set, including the Match Tie-Break.   
 

Order of Serving. The team due to serve in the first game of each set shall decide which player 
shall serve for that game. Similarly, before the second game starts, their opponents shall decide 
which player shall serve for that game. The partner of the player who served in the first game shall 
serve in the third game and the partner of the player who served in the second game shall serve in 
the fourth game. This rotation shall continue until the end of the set.  
 
Order of Receiving. The team due to receive in the first game of a set shall decide which player 
shall receive the first point in the game. Similarly, before the second game starts, their opponents 
shall decide which player shall receive the first point of that game.  The player who was the 
receiver’s partner for the first point of the game shall receive the second point and this rotation 
shall continue until the end of the set. 

  
Tie-Break Game.  If a tie-break game (first to 7, win by 2) is played at 6-all in a set, the player whose 
turn it is to serve, shall serve the first point of the tie-break game. 

The order of serving and receiving between doubles partners cannot be altered in the tie-break 
game.  If it is Carol's turn to serve, then Carol must serve the first point. If it is Carol's turn to 
receive, then Carol must receive the first point. 

  
In the first game of the next set following the tie-break game, the team that served first in the tie-
break game shall be the receivers. 

  
Match Tie-Break or Full Third Set. For the Match Tie-Break (first to 10, win by 2) or a full third set, the 
order of serving continues from the second set if the second set did not end in a tie-break game.  If a 
tie-break game was played in the second set, then the team that served the first point in the tie-break 
game would be the receivers in the Match Tie-break, or full third set. 
  
Examples of the order of serve by teams: 
  
1.  No tie-break game played in First Set: 
  

Team B wins the toss and elects to serve the first game.  Team A will serve the second game.  
The service order will alternate between the teams for the remainder of the set.   

 
Team A player is the server of the last game of first set.   
 
Therefore, Team B will serve the first game of the second set. 
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2.  Tie-break game played at 6-all in First Set: 
  

This is a continuation of the order of serve established in the first game of the set.  The 
player whose turn it is to serve will serve the first point of the tie-break game (first to 7, win by 2). 

  
Team A served the last game of the first set that resulted in a set score of 6-all.  In the tie-break 
game, the Team B player whose turn it is to serve will serve the first point in the tie-break game.   
 
Therefore, Team A will serve the first game of the second set. 

 
3.  No tie-break game played in Second Set: 
  

Team A served the last game in the second set resulting in a match score of one set  all.   
 
Therefore, Team B will serve the first point in the Match Tie-Break (first to 10, win by 2), or 
the full third set. 

  
4. Tie-break game played at 6-all in Second Set: 
  

Team A served the last game of the second set, resulting in a set score of 6-all.  In the tie-break 
game, the Team B player whose turn it is to serve will serve the first point in the tie-break game 
(first to 7, win by 2). 
 
Therefore, Team A will serve the first point in the Match Tie-Break (first to 10, win by 2), or 
the full third set. 


