
World Team Tennis: One Day Showdown Report 

 
Central Indiana’s first World Team Tennis: One Day Showdown was a smashing success.  Eighty seven 

players comprising fourteen teams gathered at Carmel High School on Saturday, May 2nd for a gorgeous 

day of weather and fabulous tennis competition.  The event offered a chance to make new friends, 

rekindle long-standing rivalries, and enjoy tennis’s best format for camaraderie and fun. 

Setting the tone for this memorable day, a special guest appearance by tournament host, Billy Jean Toby 

began the festivities!  In honor of World Team Tennis creator, District League Coordinator, Toby Gaynor, 

donned a wig and his best pair of glasses to mimic an iconic image of Billie Jean King from the ‘70s.  Billy 

Jean Toby proceeded to welcome the players to the event, thanking them for their participation and 

stopping to take a team photo with each group. 

 

Throughout the day amidst the striking of tennis balls, players could be heard openly laughing and 

having a fantastic time.  Aside from just tennis, the day featured several other activities.  A target 

challenge, where players needed to accurately place a serve in order to win a towel, was contested 

during each group’s first intermission period. This was followed by a magnificent spread of food from 

Indy Fresh.  The menu included salad, bread, pasta, meat balls, chicken, and home baked oatmeal 

chocolate chip cookies straight from Billy Jean Toby’s kitchen. 
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After the second round of play, a cornhole tournament was held.  Players vied for prizes from our 

wonderful sponsors: Sparkling Image Car Wash, Union Jack Pub in Broad Ripple, Biaggi’s Ristorante 

Italiano, and Bagger Dave’s.  In addition, thanks goes out to Elgin Water Care and Dunlop Sport.  Their 

respective donations of water and tennis balls greatly helped to reduce the cost of hosting the event.  In 

addition local clubs such as Carmel Racquet Club, Five Seasons Sport Club, and West Indy Racquet Club 

made a financial contribution in support of the tournament. 

 

When the dust settled, three teams earned their way to a National Qualifier.  One long-standing WTT 

participant is set to return in the form of Sherwin Bocade and his group at the 4.0 level.  Meanwhile 

teams led by Tiffany Pendl (3.5) and Jerry Bollinger (4.0) will be making their first trips to playoffs.  Both 

of these groups were new to the format and are an embodiment of Billie Jean’s spirit to boldly go forth 

into new ventures, dare to try what hasn’t been done, and to have fun while doing it. 

Match results, though, were not the emphasis of the day.  Growing a new opportunity for play, exposing 

players to the excitement of World Team Tennis, and showing that sports can both be competitive and 

enjoyable were the mission.  Based off the overwhelmingly positive feedback from the players, mission 

accomplished!  


