
Preserving the past, promoting the future of tennis.

 Cynthia Borgen of Sioux Falls and Aberdeen native Theresa Bell Ward will be inducted into the 
2016 SD Tennis Hall of Fame Sunday, July 24.  The induction ceremony is at noon at the McKennan Park 
tennis complex in Sioux Falls during the Asfora/Clayton SD Adult Open tennis tournament.

 Borgen, a two time state champion out of  Washington High, played in the era before high school 
tennis was offered for girls.  She won back to back women’s singles and doubles  titles at the SD Closed 
as a teenager in the late 1950’s.

 Theresa learned her game on the Aberdeen courts and really made her mark as a University of 
Minnesota Golden Gopher.  She played in the Big Ten three years and was a top doubles winner with 26 
wins in 1980-1981.

 The 2016 SD Tennis Achievement Award goes to Doug Sims of Madison and Becky Blue of Brandon. 
Sims promoted community tennis and coached Madison Bulldog tennis for four decades.  Blue could 
be called the “Godmother” of tennis in Brandon, serving in every capacity that promoted  community 
tennis, highlighted by the construction of  an eight-court tennis complex in 2008. 

 The induction ceremony is preceded with a 10:30 brunch and reception at McKennan Park, 
hosted by longtime sponsor Dave Thompson and Spezia Restaurant.  All tennis enthusiasts are invited.  
Championships for the 2016 Asfora/Clayton SD Adult Open will follow the induction ceremony.  
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1991  Lefty Johnson
1991  Marion “Buck” Shane
1992  Don Grebin
1992  Phil Trautner
1993  Dave Weber
1993  John Simko
1994  Libby Rogers
1994  C.C. Lee
1994  Doug Smith
1995  Warren L. Opheim
1995  Bill Clayton
1995  Sally Clayton
1995  Robert “Jolly” Carlson
1996  Ross Fenn
1996  Jim Holwerda
1996  Lu Holwerda
1997  Carol Stewart
1997  Jim Van Gerpen
1997  Gerald Sayler
1998  Chris Dummermuth

1998  Marty Johnson
1999  Mike Trueblood
1999  John Barton
1999  Horace Barton
2000  Jamie Volin
2000 Terry Nielsen
2001  Pam Gefke
2001  Don Barnes
2002  Joan Griffin
2002  Sherwood Hatch
2003  Mary Thompson
2003  Craig Sandvig
2004  Carol Sandvig
2004  Tom Weber
2005  Randy Stolpe
2005  Mignonne Schwebach
2006  Billy Clayton
2006  Tom Clayton
2007  Karen Wakey Obert
2007  Mike Trautner

2008  Nancy Rost
2008  James “Skip” Spensley
2009 Fred Fischer
2009 Phyllis Hunter
2009 Daryl Paluch
2010 Mike Hoeger
2010 Karen Bernard Heege
2010 Larry Cantine
2011 Jeff Nelson
2011 Linda Kopriva McClanahan
2012 Nancy Driggs Hougland
2012 Dick Hahn
2013 Pat Rost
2013 Anne Craney Olson
2014 Terry Jordre
2014 Bob Fishback
2015 Randy Kochenderfer
2015 Tom Line
2016 Cynthia Borgen
2016 Theresa Bell Ward

SOUTH DAKOTA TENNIS
HALL OF FAME

SD Tennis Hall of Famers in attendance celebrate with 2015 inductees Kristi Quinn (representing 
brother Randy Kochenderfer) and Tom Line.

2015 Hall of Fame honorees Kristi Quinn (sister of Randy Kochenderfer) and Tom Line.
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TENNIS HALL OF FAME 2016
Theresa Bell Ward

By Doug Smith

Coming on the heels of the tennis legacy built by the Hub City boys 
during The Aberdeen Era in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, as a young 
neophyte Theresa Bell had a lot to live up to if she were to make her own 
mark in Aberdeen tennis.

She took her first lessons at age 11 through the Aberdeen Racquet 
Club’s alliance with the local YMCA and made her competitive debut 
in the C.C. Lee Open that summer, winning her first-ever tournament 
match.  One year later she made her first road trip to play in the South 
Dakota Closed in Brookings.  Still only 12, she had to play in the 14’s 
because of her October birth date (erstwhile known as a “bad birthday.”) 
Though still a relative novice, she won her first match there, which 
spurred her enthusiasm and determination to excel at the game.  A fast 
study as well as a preternaturally fierce competitor, her rise after that 
was positively meteoric: just one year later she entered the Northern 
Section’s singles rankings for the very first time—at the lofty position of 
#4.  Theresa Bell was “on the map!”

Having already spent two years in the 14’s, Theresa was preparing 
to “age up” to the 16’s when the USTA suddenly changed the birthday 
cut-off from January 1 to October 1.  As a surprised beneficiary of the 
new rule, Theresa enjoyed the rare opportunity to play in the same age 
division for three straight years.  Taking full advantage of this windfall, she finished her third season in the 14’s 
ranked #2 in the Section.  Upon moving up to the 16’s the next year, she finished with rankings of  #3 in singles 
and #1 in doubles (with St. Paul’s Lisa Tesar).  Two years later, in the 18’s, Theresa earned another #1 ranking in 
doubles (this time with former Sioux Falls standout Kari Sandvig). 

 During her high school career at Aberdeen Roncalli, 
Theresa anchored the #1 position for all four years and capped 
her senior season with a State Championship in doubles (with her 
sister, Maria) plus a runner-up finish in singles to the legendary 
Nancy Rost.  Boosted by that experience, Theresa was eager to 
play Division I college tennis, so she headed to Tucson where she 
played for the University of Arizona in 1978.  After her freshman 
year, however, she elected to return closer to her roots and played 
her remaining three years 
at Minnesota for the 
Gophers, reuniting with 
former doubles partner 
Kari Sandvig and finishing 
her senior season as a team 

Captain.    
 Demonstrating that one success often leads to another, with a 

liberal arts degree in hand Theresa parlayed her successful tennis career 
into a successful career in business as she signed on with Merrill Lynch 
and in three decades of service has been one of their star performers: 
for the last ten years she has been recognized as one of Barron’s Top 10 
Financial Advisors in Minnesota and one of the Top 100 Women in the 
U.S.

During her early years after college, Theresa continued to play 
tennis in USTA leagues on 5.0-level teams which advanced to Nationals.  
Eventually, however, the combination of working full-time while also 
raising two youngsters took its toll on her competitive opportunities, 
limiting her tennis activity to family recreational affairs.  While Theresa’s 
parents also played tennis, they and her brothers were first and foremost 
accomplished golfers, so it was almost inevitable that she too might one 

Theresa Ward family

Theresa, golf champion

Teenager Theresa with father  
Gordon Bell
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day catch the golf “bug”—and indeed she finally did.  
Improving quickly, she soon added golf to her sporting 
repertoire.  True to her athletic nature, she improved 
rapidly, is currently a 5-handicapper, and has twice won 
the Women’s Championship at the Interlachen Country 
Club.  This past winter she even scored her second hole-
in-one.  A tireless worker, she served as a volunteer for 
the Solheim Cup (the women’s equivalent of the Ryder 
Cup) when it was held at Interlachen in 2002, and she 
co-chaired the corporate hospitality for the Women’s 
U.S. Open held there in 2008.

Theresa and husband Lyle Ward, an attorney who 
has recently retired, live in Edina, Minnesota.  Their 
two children, both Phi Beta Kappas, are now grown and 

out of college.  Son Jack, also a 5-handicap golfer, graduated from the University of Wisconsin and recently 
joined Theresa’s wealth management practice.  Daughter Caroline, a recent graduate of Claremont McKenna 
College in California, followed in her mother’s footsteps by choosing tennis as her sport, and her credentials 
impress:  finalist in the Minnesota state high school championship four years ago,  #1 singles player for 
Claremont McKenna and recipient of the school’s Scholar-Athlete award, and four-time doubles finalist at the 
Division III National Championships.  Armed with composite degrees in economics, accounting and literature, 
upon graduating Caroline promptly secured a position in Minneapolis as a credit analyst in the investment 
department of Traveler’s Insurance.   Clearly, in athletics, academics and career paths the Bell/Ward apples 
didn’t fall very far from the family tree. 

Theresa says, “Tennis has taught me patience, humility, and the art of losing gracefully as well as how 
to compete and be comfortable in my male-dominated business career.”  She remains busy with her work 
in wealth management, and she is definitely not one to “let any grass grow under her feet.”  Even though her 
tennis outings are less frequent nowadays, she long ago made her mark in Aberdeen tennis, and until the Hub 
City produces anyone better Theresa Bell Ward will continue to reign, historically, as Aberdeen’s best female 
tennis player ever!

Cynthia Borgen
By Brad Green

Merriam-Webster defines pioneer as “a person 
or group that originates or helps open up a new 
line of thought or activity or a new method or 
technical development.”

Cynthia Borgen would fit this definition “to a 
T” in terms of women’s tennis in South Dakota.

The 1957 Washington High School graduate 
was among the first female tennis players in the 
state as she played the game years before Title IX 
was passed, allowing girls to participate in athletics.

Hildegarde Cynthia Borgen was born January 
3, 1940 in Waseca, Minnesota. She moved with her 
family to Sioux Falls when she was two years old. 

The Borgen family lived on 4th Avenue near 
McKennan Park, which would become a favorite 
place for young Cynthia. 

“I lived across the street from McKennan 
Park,” Cynthia said. “That’s why I started playing tennis. If I could get away fast after we ate a meal, I 
didn’t have to do the dishes. That’s how the whole thing started.”

She spoke fondly of the late Don Grebin, a fellow South Dakota Tennis Hall of Famer, who was 
among her early tennis instructors.

“He made it fun for these little kids that were never going to be tennis players,” Cynthia said. 
“He made it fun for them so they kept coming back to the courts and playing.” 

She attended Longfellow Grade School for kindergarten through eighth grades before moving 
onto Washington High School in the fall of 1953.

University of Minnesota Women’s Tennis Team, 
early 1980’s

Cynthia Borgen with some of her tennis trophies 
from the 1950’s
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As a teenager, Cynthia became a member of the 
Sioux Falls Tennis Club, later serving as volunteer 
secretary. The group would play in tournaments in 
town and around the region in places like Fargo and 
Grand Forks, North Dakota during the summers.

When she was 13, she defeated Patty 
Stringham 6-3, 6-0 to win the city championship. 

A year later in 1954, Cynthia won four titles at 
the city tournament when she captured the girls’ 
singles, junior women’s singles, girls’ doubles and 
junior women’s doubles. That same year, Cynthia 
defeated Carol Kleespies 3-6, 7-5 and 6-1 to earn the 
South Dakota Open junior women’s singles crown.

While she did not play sports for the Warriors, 
she supported the football and basketball teams as 
a cheerleader. Cynthia recalled the tryout process.

“They had you come out alone,” she said. “One person on the stage and do a cheer, and off you 
go, and out comes another person. Then they vote.”

1957 was a big year for Cynthia. She graduated from 
Washington in the spring as the valedictorian of her class of 489.  
That summer, she won her second straight women’s singles City 
Championship as she defeated Barb Borst 6-1, 7-5. Borgen teamed 
with Borst as they claimed the crowns in championship women’s 
doubles and junior women’s doubles. Cynthia added her fourth 
title as she teamed with fellow Warrior John Simko to defeat Joan 
Griffin and Grebin to win the mixed doubles title.

That fall, she moved to Evanston, Illinois to attend 
Northwestern University.

Cynthia won the South Dakota Closed Women’s singles title in 
1957 and 1958. 

She shared thoughts of two players from Brookings whom she 
admired while playing the game.

“He (Buck Shane) was so nice,” she said. “I really looked up to 
Buck Shane and Lefty Johnson.”

Cynthia graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in History 
from Northwestern in 1961 and also earned a teaching certificate in secondary education. One 
summer, she took a criminal psychology class at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Cynthia taught 4th grade in Chicago, Illinois before moving home to Sioux Falls. She substitute 
taught and worked in retail at Akers’ Gift Store and at Catherine’s Store for Women. Cynthia played 
in tennis tournaments in the 1960’s and 1970’s. She taught the game for the YWCA, Augustana 
College and the Parks Department. 

Peggy Merrow of Sioux Falls has been Cynthia’s best friend and confidant for over 50 years. The 
two grew up together and remain extremely close today.

“We had so much fun,” Merrow said. “We lived half-a-
block apart. It was a wonderful time.” 

Cynthia is the daughter of Alfred Borgen Sr. and Lorinda 
Borgen. She has an older sister Mary, who is 87, and an older 
brother Alfred (Al) Jr., who is 81. Her younger sister Julie 
passed away in 2010. One of Cynthia’s ardent supporters was 
her namesake and Aunt Hildy. 

Today, at age 76, Cynthia still lives in Sioux Falls and 
remains a fan of the game that she played long ago.

“I like (Roger) Federer,” she said with a smile. “He’s a 
gentleman, he’s kind and he’s nice. Chris Evert was truly a 
champion and a special lady.”

On behalf of the South Dakota Tennis Hall of Fame 
selection committee, we proudly welcome Cynthia 
Borgen into our ranks as a member of the Class of 2016. 
Congratulations to Cynthia!

Cynthia Borgen with friend from childhood, 
Peggy Merrow

1957, Cynthia Borgen, left, with 
Pam Gefke and Joan Griffin, all 

now in the SD Tennis Hall of Fame

Cynthia, right, defeated Joan Griffin, 
left, in the SD Open, late 1950’s
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2015 South Dakota
Tennis Achievement Award

Becky Blue
By Dick Hahn

Community…the word that describes what is 
best about tennis in Brandon, SD. And when you think 
Brandon Tennis, the name Becky Blue surely surfaces first.

The Brandon Tennis Association (BTA) was formed 
in 2006.  Becky Blue has been its President, leader and 
driving force from the beginning.

Becky’s introduction to tennis was a curious 
one.  She graduated from Hurley, SD High School but 
her only recall of tennis in those days was a single town 
tennis court across the street from her grandmother’s 
house.  Little did she know that her passion for the sport 
would start on her own concrete driveway of all things, 
when her oldest son Ian was about ten years old and took 
a liking to the game.  The Blue driveway in the Brandon 
area was long enough, so Becky realized she could 

improvise with a few “tennis lines.”  Before long neighbor kids took an interest and a few college kids came out 
to offer some instruction.

The BTA has won many awards along the way including…
• 2007 Northern Section Organization Member of the 

Year
• 2008 Brandon Business of the Year (from the Chamber 

of Commerce)
• 2008 Community Tennis Association of the Year for the 

entire USTA.  BTA was recognized for this award on 
the big screen at Arthur Ashe Stadium during the 2009 
US Open.

A new facility was completed in 2008 that includes eight 
courts and an equipment/concession building.  The fundraising 
was a community effort between the BTA, the schools, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the City and the USTA.

The BTA has an active program with 150 local kids in 
summer lessons.  The teachers are current or former Brandon 
High School players.  This is a way of the older players giving back 
and helping the next generation of younger players.  They also host the Brandon Junior Open each July.  The 
tourney draws approximately 100 junior players from the region.  The Junior Team Tennis Area Playoffs are held 
in Brandon, and when the South Dakota High School State Championships are held in the eastern side of the 
state, Brandon serves as a host site.  Local volunteers make these and other events happen.

A number of fun events are held in Brandon each 
summer including mixers scheduled around the major 
tournaments and fun themed events.  One of the favorites 
is the “Big Apple Open” held during the US Open.  The 
winners get a homemade apple pie baked earlier that day 
by Becky.

Becky and husband Dr. Dan Blue both finished 
at  Augustana College in 1981.  She was a graduate 
registered nurse, while Dan was off to medical school at 
the University of SD. 

Now married 35 years, she and Dan have a lot to be 
proud of as parents.  Ian is now 28, a software applications 
developer (married to Paige, in the music industry) and 
lives in Nashville, TN. Julia (24) is a medical student at 
Des Moines University and  and Elliot (22) starts medical 

Tennis “court” in Blue driveway. Becky’s children 
Mason (3rd from left), Julia (3rd from right), 

Elliot (2nd from right)

Becky, middle, with past summer 
instructors, L to R, Braden Roegiers, 

Chandler Harstad, Marie Schmitz,  
Mason Blue

2011 Brandon Jr. Open volunteers, 
L to R, Tracie Rohlf, Chris Dummermuth,  

Mark Schlekeway, Christine Nickels, 
Becky Blue, Lisa Peterson
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school at USD in August. Mason (17) will be a senior 
at Brandon Valley High School and played #2 singles 
and #1 doubles for the Lynx.  His siblings are all past 
Brandon Valley tennis players, and then Augustana 
University graduates.

Becky credits former Brandon Valley tennis 
coach Mark Schlekeway with planting the idea of a 
CTA (Community Tennis Association) for the Brandon 
community. With friend Tracie Rohlf and others, the rest 
is history as the future of Brandon tennis had officially 
begun.

In 2010, Becky’s efforts were recognized on the 
regional level, as she was honored with the USTA 
Northern Wolfenson/Ratner Community Service Award 
for her outstanding fieldwork in recreational tennis.

Becky is quick to point out that the success of tennis in Brandon is due to a group effort.  While that is 
true, every successful group needs a good leader.  Becky is that person.  Her vision, commitment and good 
nature have made Brandon tennis what it is today…a wonderful tennis community!.

Doug Sims
By Jeff Nelson

Doug’s introduction to competitive tennis came 
when he was a student at Sioux Falls College (now 
University of SF). Randy Stolpe, a varsity basketball 
teammate, asked Doug to fill in on the tennis team for an 
injured player.  Doug remembers Randy telling him all he 
had to do was “get the ball over the net.”  That sounded 
easy enough to Doug, so he welcomed the opportunity to 
play.  The match ended quickly, and despite being – in his 
own word -“destroyed,” he was intrigued with the sport.  
He decided he would learn how to play.

A few months later, a man in his 50’s challenged 
him in singles. That shouldn’t be too tough, he 
thought. As you are probably guessing, that match, 
like his first, was not pretty. Still, even after being 
“destroyed again,” Doug was hooked on the game 
and sought ways to get more involved in tennis.

Shortly after his move to Madison, SD in 1975, Doug reached out to Norm Johnson, the boys 
high school tennis coach.  Doug wanted to see what it would take to coach tennis.  Two years later, 
Doug succeeded Norm -- it was the beginning of a four-decade long journey with the Bulldogs and 
two different stretches with the Lady Bulldogs.   

Halfway through Doug’s tenure as coach, he set his sights on growing the game beyond the 
high school program. In concert with the grass-roots initiative led by the United State Tennis 
Association (USTA), he rallied a number of local tennis enthusiasts to form a Community Tennis 
Association (CTA). Soon after, he helped the CTA partner with the city, school board and high 
school booster club to add four new courts at the high school.  The resulting 8-court complex was 
large enough for tournament play, so Doug established the Madison Tennis Tournament, which he 
directed for the next 10 years.  Next on the agenda was adding a summer Park & Recreation Tennis 
Program and forming teams to participate in the National Junior Tennis League (NJTL).  

Madison was enjoying its own tennis boom.  The Madison CTA was a model for other smaller 
communities and was named Tennis Town of the year in 1999 for the USTA’s Northern Section. A 
year later, it was recognized as the Northern Section Organization of the Year for achieving a level of 
service to the community by which all member organizations can strive to achieve. 

Doug is quick to credit other leaders in the community, like his longtime friend on and off the 
court, Jerry Johnson.  Together at the helm, they made tennis part of the fabric of their community.  

The growth of tennis in Madison, coupled with Doug’s desire to perfect his craft by seeking 
out new drills, stroke techniques, and best coaching practices, paid dividends for the high school 
programs.  The 2006 season was special for Doug and the Bulldogs.  The team’s 6th place finish was 

Brandon Valley Tennis Campers

Doug Sims, middle, at SD State High School 
Tennis Tournament
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its highest ever in the state tournament, and Doug 
was given the SDHSAA Boy’s Tennis Coach of the Year 
Award. Rarely was the award given to a coach whose 
team had not won the tournament. Doug humbly 
credited his players for the success, “It’s because of 
this team’s hard work and accomplishments that I’m 
receiving this award. I’m very grateful that the other 
coaches recognized how well our guys played.” 

In 2007, when the South Dakota High School 
Activities Association (SDHSAA) introduced a new 
Team Sportsmanship Award, it was only fitting that 
Doug’s Bulldogs were the first recipients.

The award was established “to promote integrity 
and sportsmanship in the game of tennis…given to the 
team which, through actions both on and off the court, 

has demonstrated fairness, respect, honesty, unselfishness, and responsibility.”  Teaching and modeling 
these values was at the core of Doug’s coaching philosophy; it was what he feels sports should really be 
about.  His teams were nominated every year thereafter and repeated as honorees in 2014.

On behalf of the town of Madison, the hundreds of players you coached and your extended 
tennis family across South Dakota, thank you, Doug, for your many years of selfless service and 
sharing your love of the game with us! 

Coach Sims with his Madison Bulldogs team

Want to Nominate a Future Hall of Famer?
Contact Selection committee chairman Jim Van Gerpen at: 

3000 W. Ralph Rogers Rd, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

     or email at jim@knowinggodsf.org

The Selection committee meets annually in February. Candidates are considered in three 
categories: tennis players, coaches or contributors for distinguished involvement in South 
Dakota tennis. Highest consideration is given those ages 50 and over who have excelled at 
a very high level in their respective category. Nominations must be in writing and include 
supporting biographical information.

South Dakota Tennis Hall of Fame Endowment
A major gift from Tom Weber and his mother Lucile in 2000 es-
tablished the SD Tennis Hall of Fame Endowment with the Sioux 
Falls Community Area Foundation. Interest from the endowment 
annually provides ongoing financial support of the Hall of Fame 
recognition program.
Tom hopes other tennis enthusiasts will remember the Endowment 
in their estate planning, or consider gifts in memory or honor of 
friends and family. Today’s fund balance is over $52,377.
To contribute to the tax deductible fund, mail contributions to: Sioux 
Falls Area Community Foundation (c/o SD Tennis Hall of Fame En-
dowment)300 N Phillips Ave. #102, Sioux Falls SD 57104-6035.

Call Terry Nielsen (605-359-0935) or Jamie Volin (605-335-1693) 
for further information.Tom Weber

Go to www.sdtennishall.comPROOF



SAVE THE DATE
Nov. 5-6, 2016 at Huether Family Match Pointe

The first indoor SD Closed was held Oct 2015, under the direction of Dick Hahn.  
Net proceeds benefit the SD Tennis Hall of Fame and its programs.  Further 

details for the 2016 tournament are available from Dick at: dickhahn@kw.com

2015 SD Closed Champions
Men’s Open Singles...Jared Hofer (Sioux Falls)
Men’s 50 & Over Singles… George Ekeren (Sioux Falls)
Women’s Open Singles...Sidney Brower (Sioux Falls)
Men’s Open Doubles...George Ekeren (Sioux Falls), Kyle Jordre (Aberdeen)
Men’s 8.0 Doubles...Terry Olson (Sioux Falls), Chad Pesicka (Sioux Falls)
Women’s 8.0 Doubles...Carol Lazenby (Mitchell), Betty McNeil (Mitchell)
Women’s 7.0 Doubles...Suzie Bunkers (Sioux Falls), Oluwatobi Odeleye (Brookings)
Mixed Open Doubles...Josh Brower (Sioux Falls), Sidney Brower (Sioux Falls)
Mixed 8.0 Doubles...Dan Merchant (Brookings), Oluwatobi Odeleye (Brookings)
Mixed 7.0 Doubles...Peter Anderson (Brookings), Brianna Lind (Brookings)

A total of 52 players competed in the 2015 event.  They were from Aberdeen, Baltic, 
Brookings, Harrisburg, Milbank, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, Spearfish and Watertown.  A 
social event is included with the registration and the tournament is expected to grow 
in popularity each year.  These are South Dakota’s adult tennis champions (tourney 
previously held in Brookings, SD)!

Huether Family Match Pointe Tennis Center
Home of the new SD Tennis Hall of Fame Showcase

Presented by Fishback Financial Corporation

In addition to the marker 
at the McKennan Park 
tennis complex in Sioux 
Falls, the SD Tennis Hall of 
Fame has a new focal point.  
Incorporating the Hall of 
Fame website, the interactive 
42 inch LCD  digital touch 
video screen enables viewers 
to take a walk through the 
history of SD tennis, featuring 
Hall of Famers as well as 
other award winners and 
photos from past years. 

The display was made 
possible by a gift from 
Fishback Financial 
Corporation, in honor of 2014 
inductee Robert Fishback.
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South Dakota Tennis Achievement Award
This award was started in 1997 by the SD Tennis Hall of Fame steering committee–to recognize tennis achievements by 
families, individuals, tennis teams or tennis communities. Its purpose is to inspire future growth of tennis by looking back 
in state tennis history, recognizing distinguished levels of contributions that impacted the sport in South Dakota. Nomi-
nations for future awards should be submitted to the SD Tennis Hall of Fame committee.

2007 – Dr. Wilson and Rose Asfora
2008 – Mitchell Tennis Association
2009 – Lincoln High School,
 1971 Boys Tennis
2010 – Ed Hunstad
2010 – Brandon Tennis Association
2011 –  Jeff Bloomberg
2012 –  Gordon Bell Family
2012 –  Judy Rezatto
2013 –  Reid Hans
2014 – Gayle Klein
2014 – Tim Mulhair
2015 – Kari and Paul Richardson Family
2016 – Becky Blue
2016 – Doug Sims

1997 – Dr. Verlynne and Suzanne Volin Family
1998 – Wes and Betty Sandvig Family
1999 – Dave Thompson, Sioux Falls
2000 – Ron Wood, Rapid City
2000 – John Egan, Sioux Falls
2001 – The Weber Family  

(R.H., Lucile, Dave and Tom)
2002 – Aberdeen Racquet Club - 1960s-1970s era
2003 – Founders, Westward Ho Racquet Club
2004 – Joe and Minnie Paluch Family, 

Rapid City Club
2005 – Burt Elliott, Aberdeen
2005 – Hank Hulst, Huron
2006 – SD Tennis Umpires, with leaders 

Gene Heller and Darrell Gomarko

Help create a legacy!
Honor a family member or friend!!

• Need a gift idea for family and friends?
• Starting estate planning or updating 

your will?
Consider including the SD Tennis Hall of Fame annual fund or 
the SD Tennis Hall of Fame Endowment (through the Sioux Falls 
Area Community Foundation) as a beneficiary. Several gifts have 
been given in memory or honor of players or friends of tennis. For 
information, contact Jamie Volin, co-chair SD Tennis Hall of Fame, 
1509 S. Minesota Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105 (605) 335-1693. Your 
gifts will help preserve history and promote tennis in South Dakota.

(We have 501(c)3 tax status as non-profit, so 
all gifts are tax-deductible)

WELCOME TO THE 2016
ASFORA/CLAYTON

SOUTH DAKOTA OPEN
Once again, this years tourney gets a dual boost of 
sponsorship, both from the long-standing Asfora 
family, and since 2012, the Clayton family.  Tom 
Clayton said their part in the event recognizes his late 
mother Sally, plus father Bill’s love for tennis.

Dr. Wilson and Rose came aboard with their support 
in year 2000 as lead tourney sponsors.  Anything that 
supports wellness and family events always gets a 
boost from the Asfora family.  The Clayton name is 
synonymous with tennis, as the athletic  family has 
the fondest of memories of tennis at McKennan Park, 
just a few houses from their family home.  Everyone 
played….father Bill and mother Sally, with children 
Billy, Tom, Stuart, Kiki and Bobby.

Thanks again to the Asfora and Clayton family from 
players and volunteer tournament staff, headed by 
director Erin Elshami.  

Becky Blue Doug Sims

Our thanks to ,
hosts of the Sunday Brunch.
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Fenn Cup
Fenn Cup Champions
1990 Travis Rich Karen Bernard
1991 Ryan Skanse Nancy Rost
1992 Mike Garcia Nancy Hougland
1993 Mike Garcia Greta Pederson
1994 Paul Pridmore Tammy Wang
1995 Travis Rich Nancy Hougland
1996 Travis Rich Nancy Hougland
1997 Travis Rich Pam Ponwith
1998 Travis Rich Marne Wheaton
1999 Bryce Barnard Chris Dummermuth
2000 Bryce  Barnard Katie Chiu
2001 Travis Rich Su Oertel
2002 Akshay Rao Liz Donohue
2003 Felipe Montenegro Megan McCarthy
2004 Anthony Perkins Olivia Villanueva
2005 Anthony Perkins Olivia Villanueva
2006 Bryce Barnard Olivia Villanueva
2007 Alex Clayton Emily Gaster
2008 Alex Clayton Courtney Clayton 
2009 Alex Clayton Whitney Paluch
2010 Tony Larson Mary Clayton
2011 Billy Paluch Veronika Leszayova
2012 Billy Paluch Whitney Paluch
2013 Anis Ghorbel Veronika Phillippova
2014 Hamish Weerasinghe Heather Nobler
2015 Benjamin Mullis Ruth Seaborne

SOUTH DAKOTA 
TENNIS HALL OF FAME

The Hall of Fame preserves the history and 
heritage of tennis in South Dakota. Its hope is to 
use the inspiration of the past to inspire future 
growth and development of tennis. Honored are 
athletes, coaches and others for distinguished 
involvement with tennis. Either on the court, or 
alongside it, those honored in the Hall of Fame 
have enriched tennis by their presence.

The South Dakota Tennis Hall of Fame Patrons 
was started in 1994. Its purpose is to provide 
ongoing yearly financial support for this special 
honor, which began in 1991. Tax deductible 
contributions, payable to: SFTA/SD Tennis Hall 
of Fame, can be sent to: SD Tennis Hall of Fame 
Office: 4809 W. 41st St., Sioux Falls, SD 57106.
The Ross Fenn Memorial Cup was started at the 1990 
SD Adult Open tennis tournament, by the steering 
committee of the SD Tennis Hall of Fame.

Honored in Ross’ name with a special award are the 
men’s and women’s singles champions of each SD 
Open. Ross is remembered as a fine tennis player 
and sportsman, a long-time tournament director 
and leader in area tennis organizations. He served as 
president of the Northwestern Tennis Association, 
was a certified USTA umpire and one of the founders 
of Youth for Tennis, Inc. He was inducted into 
the Tennis Hall of Fame in 1996. His involvement 
inspired others to promote tennis in South Dakota.

SD/Northern Section Tennis Highlights 2015-16
Looking back at the 2015 SD Asfora/Clayton SD Adult Open/ National Public Parks Championships….thanks 

to Presenting sponsors Wilson and Rose Asfora, Bill, Tom and Anna Clayton and family;  court sponsors First Premier 
Bank, CORE Orthopedics of Avera Medical Group, Luxury Auto Mall of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls Ford/Lincoln, Lydia 
Healy/ Hegg Realtors, Sanford Health, Weisser Distributing, Citi, O’Gorman Knights.  Player party sponsored by Lloyd 
Properties, Hilton Garden Inn;  Athletic Trainers provided by Avera Sports Institute, Match Point Sponsor Avera and 
Grand Slam Sponsor Great Western Bank.  Tournament Contributors:  Sprint, Avera Sports Institute, Woods Fuller 
Schultz & Smith P.C., Sioux Falls Tennis Association, SF Convention and Visitors Bureau, Huether Family Match Pointe, 
Volin’s Racquet and Soccer, Washington Pavilion, Spezia-Bracco-Starz, Great Plains Zoo and Culver’s.

Congratulations to current SD Tennis Hall of Famers Doug Smith and Craig Sandvig.  Both were inducted into the 
St. Louis Tennis Hall of Fame in 2016.

Congratulations to Tony Simons, Madison SD native and former SD Tennis HOF committee volunteer.  Tony was 
the top player on the 1977 tennis team from Dakota State Uni versity recently taken into the DSU Athletic Hall of Fame.

Among the 2015 Award winners for the Northern Section/ USTA were:  Family of the Year:  the Larry Cantine 
family of Milbank, SD.  Way to go Larry, Loretta, Kevin, Greg and Scott!

Native Minnesotan John Mueller was inducted posthumously into the 2015 Northern Section HOF.  A longtime 
friend and past college tennis opponent of Jamie Volin, John worked tirelessly for the section as a tennis historian.  His 
research assisted the SD Tennis HOF.

The USTA Northern Section celebrated National Volunteer Week April 2016 by honoring those who had been 
nominated by their communities for giving so much to the game of tennis.  Included in the 13 so honored were:  
Dick Hahn and Becky Blue of Brandon, SD;  The Cantine family of Milbank…including Larry Cantine, known as “Mr. 
Milbank Tennis”;  Liz Hamburg of Rapid City, serving her second year as First VP of the USTA Northern Section;  Chad 
Larson for leading growth of tennis in Mitchell, SD,  and Richard Hicks of Spearfish, SD. (Hicks died Feb 28th at age 81, 
but served the Spearfish Tennis Association for many years.) 

Congratulations  to our neighbors to the north, as North Dakota has started its own Tennis Hall of Fame.  Initial 
inductees last year were Jerry Caulfield of Fargo and Jerry Lyon of Minot. 
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“Don Grebin Love Serving Tennis Award”
Started in 2001 by the SD Tennis Hall of Fame, this award is an annual grant program to benefit SD 

tennis. Past recipients are:

2001 Sioux Falls Area Multi-Cultural Center, racquets program

2002  Madison Junior Tennis Association

2003  Pierre Tennis Association, in memory of Phil Trautner

2004  Milbank Junior Tennis program

2005  Mitchell Tennis Association

2006  Yankton Tennis Association

2007  Watertown Tennis Association

2008  Spearfish Tennis Association

2009  Huether Tennis Center, Augustana College campus

2010  Sioux Falls Tennis Assn., marketing area indoor tennis center

2011  Jessie Daw, Aberdeen junior tennis program

2011-2016  Spirit of Max Award for high school tennis

The Spirit of Max Award is presented by the SD Tennis Hall of Fame and is dedicated in memory of Max 

Beeners.  Max was a courageous student and tennis player at Sioux Falls Roosevelt who died in June 1999 

after a lengthy battle with cancer.  In addition to tennis, Max was a leader in school, the community and 

his church.  With a sense of humor and a big smile, Max kept his faith and met his goal of graduating from 

high school before his death.  In honor of Max, the Spirit of Max Award is given annually to a deserving boy 

and girl tennis player after their respective prep state tournaments.  The award is based on the following 

criteria and voted on by coaches at the state tournaments:

1. Nominee must be a senior

2. Academic achievement as determined by class rank and a minimum 3.5 grade average

3. Tennis achievement and sportsmanship as well as non-tennis extracurricular

4. Character:  able to interact in a positive fashion with students and adults, displaying self-discipline, high 

ethics and respectful behavior  and a positive role model for young people.

Winners since the award started are:

Previous Girls Winners (Fall)

2000 Alisha Dahlsted, Brookings

2001 Liz Donohue, SF O’Gorman

2002 Katie Chiu, SF Lincoln

2003 Kyna Williams, Yankton

2004 Jill Suurmeyer, Aberdeen Central

2005 Karmyn Hettinger, Mitchell

2006 Whitney Paluch, RC Stevens

2007 Lorena Reichert, RC Central

2008 Gabbie Kachena, Yankton

2009 Theresa Petrasko, SF O’Gorman

2010 Shealyn Bakke, Watertown

2011 Allie Lahren, SF Lincoln

2012 Abby Seigenthaler, SF Roosevelt

2013 Eileen Leong, Pierre T.F. Riggs

2014 Kristen Hanson, Aberdeen Central

2015 Madison Fenske, St. Thomas More

Previous Boys Winners (Spring)

2001 Ryan Elwood, Yankton

2002 Andrew Krueger, SF Lincoln

2003 Pete Sveen, Aberdeen Central

2004 Braden Bradfield, SF O’Gorman

2005 Matt Townsend, SF O’Gorman

2006 Ryan Barber, RC Central

2007 Jerry Bollinger, Pierre T.F. Riggs

2008 Luke Lynass, Sturgis Brown

2009 JD Carrells, Aberdeen Roncalli

2010 Kevin Rance, SF O’Gorman

2011 Tyler Osterloo, Mitchell

2012 Michael Nicholas, Huron

2013 Jonah Snyder, SF Lincoln

2014 Jacob Leighton, Madison

2015 Billy Trevillyan, Brandon Valley

2016 Alex Hegg, Mitchell
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