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PART 7—GLOSSARY

The Court
Advantage (Ad) Court: The advantage court refers to the service court

that is on a player’s side of net to the left of the center service line as a player
faces the net. The court is called the advantage or ad court because points in
which the score is “Advantage” are always served to this court.

Alley: The alley is the area between the singles sideline and the doubles
sideline.

Baselines: The baselines are the lines at the end of the court. The base-
lines are 78 feet apart. On a doubles court the baselines are 36 feet long. 

Center Marks: The center marks are the 2 inch wide marks that are placed
just inside each baseline and that mark the precise middle of the baselines. The
center marks line up with the center service line.

Center Service Line: The center service line is the line that divides the
service lines and the service courts in half. The line is 2 inches wide and 42
feet long.

Doubles Sidelines: The doubles sidelines are the two lines that define
the width of the court for doubles. The lines are 36 feet apart.

Court: The singles court is a rectangle 78 feet long by 27 feet wide. The
doubles court is a rectangle 78 feet long by 36 feet wide.

Deuce Court: The deuce court refers to the service court that is on a play-
er’s side of the net to the right of the center service line as a player faces the
net. The court is called the deuce court because points in which the score is
“Deuce” are always served to this court.

Net Posts: Two net posts are used to suspend the net that divides the
court. The net posts for doubles courts are 3 feet 6 inches high with their
centers located 3 feet outside the outer edge of the doubles sidelines.

Net Strap: The net strap is a strap that is placed over the net at the center
of the net to make sure that the height of the net at its center is 3 feet.

Permanent Fixtures: Permanent fixtures include any scoring device that
is attached to a net post, the areas of the net outside the singles sticks in a
singles match, the doubles posts in a singles match that is using singles
sticks, fences, backstops, curtains, seating areas, officials’ chairs, the ceiling,
and lights for the court. 

Playing area: The playing area is the area inside the fences or backstops.
Any designated seating or standing area is not part of the playing area.

Service Courts: The service courts consist of the area between the net
and the service lines. The service courts are bisected by the center service
line thereby forming two service courts on each side of the net.

Service Lines: The service lines are the two lines that are 27 feet long
and 21 feet from the net (& 18 feet from the baselines) that run from one
singles sideline to the other singles sideline.
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Singles Sidelines: The singles sidelines are the two lines that define the
width of the court for singles. The lines are 27 feet apart.

Singles Sticks: Singles sticks are sticks that are 3 feet six inches high
that substitute for singles posts in those courts that are equipped with
doubles net posts. The centers of the sticks are located 3 feet outside the
outer edge of the singles sidelines.

Tournaments
Adult Divisions. This group of divisions is comprised of the Professional,

Collegiate, Open, 25, and 30 divisions. The Open Mixed Doubles, 30 Mixed
Doubles, Father-Son Doubles, Mother-Daughter Doubles, Father-Daughter
Doubles, and Husband-Wife Doubles are also included. 

Amateur. A player is an amateur if the player does not receive and has not
received, directly or indirectly, pecuniary advantage by the playing, teaching,
demonstrating, or pursuit of the game of tennis except as specifically au-
thorized by USTA Regulation VIII.

Division. Division refers to one or two events in a tournament in which the
eligibility criteria are identical. For example, the Girls’ 16 Singles and Girls’ 16
Doubles are two events but only one division because their eligibility criteria
are identical.

Domicile. Domicile is a legal concept involving residence. It is defined as
that place where a person has that person’s true, fixed, and permanent home
or that person’s home for the indefinite future. A person can only have one
domicile at any one time. Eligibility for endorsement or for some closed
tournaments is often based on domicile.

Event. In the narrow sense, this term refers to one draw in a tournament.
For example, the Girls’ 16 Singles and Girls’ 16 Doubles are two separate
events within the same division—the Girls’ 16 division. Sometimes this term
is also used to refer to an entire tournament.

Junior Divisions. This group of divisions is comprised of the Boys’ and Girls’
12-and-under, 14-and under, 16-and-under, and 18-and-under divisions.

NTRP Divisions. These divisions are comprised of all the divisions in
which eligibility is based on NTRP rating. Note that NTRP divisions have age
and NTRP criteria.

Professional. All players who are not amateurs as defined by USTA Reg-
ulation VIII. are considered professionals.

Senior Divisions. This group of divisions is comprised of the 35 and older
divisions. The 40 Mixed Doubles, 50 Mixed Doubles, 60 Mixed Doubles,
Father (60 & Over)-Son Doubles, Father (70 &Over)-Son Doubles, Father (60
& Over)-Daughter Doubles, Father (70 & Over)-Daughter Doubles, Mother
(60 & Over)-Daughter Doubles, Mother (70 & Over)-Daughter Doubles, and
Grandparent-Grandchild Doubles are also included.

Tournament. Tournament refers to most forms of competition, including
but not limited to, tournaments, championships, team championships,
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matches, exhibitions, events, intersectionals, international competitions, and
zonals. It generally does not include USA League Tennis Programs and USA
Team Tennis (Youth). Most tournaments offer more than one event. Each
event has its own eligibility criteria.

USA League Tennis. This is a program for men and women in which teams
comprised of players with the same NTRP rating are established. USTA
membership is required. Players must reach 19 years of age during the cal-
endar year of the competition. Teams advance from local to district, sectional,
and national competition.

USA Team Tennis (Youth). This is a team competition for youth who are 18
years of age and under. USTA membership is not required. Players advance
from local to district, sectional, and national competition.

Wheelchair Divisions. This group of divisions is comprised of those divi-
sions limited to wheelchair tennis players.

Tournament Formats
Back draw. This term is commonly used to describe the consolation part of

a Feed-In Championship draw.
Compass Draw. This is a non-elimination format that is so named because

players advance in four to eight different directions depending upon when
they lose their first match and when they lose their subsequent matches. 

Consolation Draw. A consolation draw describes a group of different
types of draws in which losers in the main draw play an additional match or
matches against other players who have lost a match in the main draw.

Curtis Consolation. This format is a modified Feed-In Championship that is
often used when there is a shortage of time or courts. Round of 16 losers
and quarterfinal losers play a separate consolation or consolations instead of
being fed back into the back draw. It is common to play some of the back
draws through the semifinals only.

Feed-In Championship. This term refers to a special form of consolation
draw in which the losers from the main draw are fed back into another draw
against players who lost in earlier rounds of the tournament. This format is
very helpful when the Tournament Committee wants to determine an order of
finish through 8 or 12 places.

First Match Losers Consolation. This is a consolation draw in which the
losers in the first round and those second round losers who advanced to that
round by virtue of a bye or a Default are entered into the consolation draw.

First Round Losers Consolation. This is a consolation draw in which only
the losers in the first round are entered into the consolation draw.

Layered Consolation. This is a consolation format in which the losers in
each round are placed into their own consolation draw.

Main Draw. The main draw is that part of a draw in which the remaining
players have not yet lost a match.
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Non-elimination tournaments. This term describes a group of different
tournament formats in which players are never eliminated after they lose. The
best known example is the Compass Draw.

Round Robin. A round robin is a format in which a player plays every other
player in the draw. 

Single Elimination Format. In this tournament format, once you lose you
are out and do not get to play any additional matches.

Scoring Formats
Advantage Scoring. This is the traditional scoring system in which the

points are 15, 30, 40, Deuce, and Advantage.
Advantage Set. This is a set in which a Set Tiebreak is not played when

the score reaches 6-6. Advantage sets are no longer played under USTA
Regulations. Occasionally an advantage set ends up being played when the
players forget to play a Set Tiebreak at 6-6.

Match format. The match format refers to the scoring format used by a
tournament.

Match Tiebreak. In some tournaments a Match Tiebreak may be played in
lieu of the deciding final set. There are two forms: 7 points (first to 7 points
by a margin of 2) and 10 points (first to 10 by a margin of 2).

No-Ad Scoring. This is a scoring system that is the same as the traditional
system except that when the score reaches 40-40, only one additional point
is played to determine the winner of that game. In Mixed Doubles, a male
server serves this point to the male receiver, and the female player serves
this point to the female receiver. In all other events, the Receiver chooses the
side from which the Server must serve.

Pro Set. A Pro Set is a scoring system consisting of one set only. The most
common Pro Set is one in which the first player to eight games wins the
match. If the score reaches 8-8, a 7-point or 10-point Tiebreak  is played.

Set Tiebreak. The Set Tiebreak is the standard 7-point (first to 7 by a mar-
gin of 2) Tiebreak used to decide sets when the set score reaches 6-6.

Short Sets. This is a scoring system in which the first player to win four
games wins the set. If the score reaches 4-4, a 7-point Set Tiebreak is
played.

Standard Game. The standard game refers to games in which the tradi-
tional scoring of “Love,” “15,” “30,” “40,” “Deuce,” “Advantage,” and
“Game” is used. The standard game stands in contrast to the scoring for a
Tiebreak Game.

Tiebreak Game. The Tiebreak Game is the term used by the ITF for the 
7-point Set Tiebreak that is played when the game score reaches 6-all.

Tiebreak set. This is the normal type of set that is played under USTA
Regulations. A 7-point Set Tiebreak is played when the score reaches 6-6.
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The Draw
Abandoned match. An abandoned match refers to a match that was started,

but the Referee has decided not to complete the match.
Adult Decision. An Adult Decision occurs when a parent, coach, or other

adult responsible for a junior player decides that a junior player may not
start a match. When the Adult Decision is based on an injury, illness, or per-
sonal emergency, the match is treated as a Withdrawal or Walkover. If some
other reason is the sole basis for the Adult Decision, the match is treated as
a Default. An Adult Decision also occurs when when a parent, coach, or
other adult responsible for a match decides that a junior player may not fin-
ish a match. If the Adult Decision is based on an injury, illness, or personal
emergency, the match is treated as a Retirement. When some other factor is
the sole basis for the Adult Decision, the match is treated as a Default.

Alternate. An alternate is a player who did not make it into the draw but
requests that the tournament consider the player for entry into the draw if an
opening in the draw develops.

Block Seeding. Block seeding refers to the practice of taking the seeded
players and advancing them several rounds into the tournament. The un-
seeded players play matches to reach the round where the seeded players
have already been stationed. The purpose of this practice is to allow all the
unseeded players to play several matches before facing a seeded player.

Bye. When there are not enough players to put one player on each line,
byes are placed on the open lines. A player who receives a bye does not have
a first round match.

Default. A Default occurs when a player is eliminated from an event under
the Point Penalty System (which includes penalties for lateness) or refuses to
play for reasons other than injury, illness, or personal emergency. It is also
considered a Default when a junior player does not start a match because of
an Adult Decision. (Note that failure to finish a match because of an Adult
Decision is considered a Retirement.)

Disqualification. A Disqualification occurs when a player is removed from
an event because the player was ineligible for the event.

Group Seeding. If the Tournament Committee is unable to determine a
proper order of strength within a group of seeded players, the Committee
may group these players together and assign each of them the same seed
(for example, in the group 5-8, each player in the group would be assigned
the fifth seed).

Incomplete match. An incomplete match refers to a match that was started
but not completed. It is anticipated that the match will be completed.

On-site alternate. An on-site alternate is a player who was placed on the
alternate list and now is at the tournament site and available to play if a spot
in the draw opens up.

Retirement. A Retirement occurs when a player is unable to continue
playing a match or resume playing a suspended match because of injury,
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illness, or personal emergency. It is also treated as a Retirement when a
junior player does not finish a match because of an Adult Decision. A per-
son who retires from a match remains eligible for other matches including
consolations, place play-offs, and doubles.

Scheduling guidelines. These are USTA Regulations that assist the Referee
in determining how frequently matches should be scheduled and how many
matches should be scheduled per day. The USTA requires Referees to follow
these guidelines in its national championships and in tournaments on the Na-
tional Junior Tournament Schedule.

Seed. This term refers to a player who is given a preferential position in the
draw by virtue of the player’s record. The player is positioned in the draw so
that the player usually will not play another seed until at least the third round.
This player is more likely to receive a bye than players who are not seeded.

Seeding. Seeding refers to the process by which the Tournament Commit-
tee determines who it believes are the best players in the draw. These players
are listed in order of their seed on the draw sheet and are separated from
each other so that they do not meet in the early rounds.

Tournament format. The tournament format refers to the type of draw that
is used. Examples include single elimination, Feed-In Championship, and
Compass Draw.

Unplayed match. An unplayed match refers to a match that the Referee
decides will not be played for any reason other than a Withdrawal, Walkover,
Default, or Retirement.

Walkover. A Walkover occurs when a player, after completing a match in
an event and before (or during the warm-up for) the next match in the event,
decides not to play because of injury, illness, or personal emergency. A
Walkover also may occur because of tournament administrative error.

Withdrawal. A Withdrawal occurs when a player withdraws from an
event before competing in the event because of injury, illness, or personal
emergency. A Withdrawal also may occur because of tournament adminis-
trative error.

Match Terms
Bleeding Time-Out. A Bleeding Time-Out is a time-out of up to 15 minutes

that is allowed when a player is bleeding externally. The time is used to stop
the bleeding and to clean up the playing area.

Changeover. The changeover is the 90-second period after the end of
every odd game (other than the first game) of every set.

The Code. The Code is a summary of the procedures and unwritten rules
that custom dictates that players follow. USTA Regulation I.O. requires
players to follow The Code in all matches without officials.

Court. The Court technically refers only to the area bounded by the base-
lines and the singles sidelines in singles and the doubles sidelines in doubles.

Hindrance. A hindrance refers to a situation in which a player is hindered
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from making a shot by anything that is not within the player’s control other
than a permanent fixture or a spectator’s outcry.

Match Tiebreak. In some tournaments a Match Tiebreak may be played in
lieu of the deciding final set. There are two forms: 7 points (first to 7 points
by a margin of 2) and 10 points (first to 10 by a margin of 2).

Medical Time-Out. A Medical Time-Out consists of evaluation time as
determined by the Referee plus a maximum of three minutes to treat a med-
ical condition that is treatable. A player is not entitled to a Medical Time-Out if
the condition is not treatable.

Playing area. The playing area is the area inside the fences or backstops.
Any designated seating or standing area is not part of the playing area.

Point Penalty System. This is a system of penalties designed to deter un-
sportsmanlike behavior during matches. The first penalty results in loss of a
point; the second penalty results in loss of the game in progress, and the
third penalty results in a Default.

Question of fact. “Questions of fact” involve whether a specific event
happened. Examples include whether a ball is in; whether a ball touched a
player; whether a ball bounced twice; and whether a server’s foot touched the
baseline before the serve was struck. 

Question of law. “Questions of law” involve the application of the rules or
regulations to facts that have already been determined. Examples include
whether an act was a hindrance, whether a player should have been assessed
a code violation for misconduct, and the procedures for correcting errors in
serving order, serving and receiving position, and ends.

Rest period. The USTA Regulations require a rest period of 10 minutes after
the second set in a best of three tiebreak set match in all divisions except the
Boys’ and Girls’ 18 divisions and the adult divisions. USTA Regulations also
require a Referee to offer a player a rest of at least 30 minutes between match-
es. For most play in junior and adult divisions, a Referee is required to offer
players 60 minutes between matches. For most play in senior divisions, a Ref-
eree is required to offer players 90 minutes between matches. The rest pe-
riod requirements can be found in USTA Regulation I.T.

Set Break. The Set Break is the 2-minute break after the end of each set.
Set Tiebreak. When the score in a set reaches 6-6, the Set Tiebreak is

played. The first player to win 7 points by a margin of two wins the Set
Tiebreak and the set.

Toilet/Change of Attire Break. A player is allowed to take a Toilet/Change
of Attire Break when an official determines that there is a genuine need. The
player is allowed a reasonable period of of time.

Tournament area. The tournament area refers to the entire tennis facility or
center where tennis is played. It includes the area outside the fences sur-
rounding the courts and any clubhouse or similar building. 

National Junior Terms 
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Alternate. An alternate is a player who was not accepted in the draw but
who wants to be entered in the draw if a spot becomes available.

Bonus Points. Bonus Points are additional ranking points that are awarded
for wins over highly ranked players.

Endorsement. Endorsement refers to the process used by Sectional Associ-
ations to list their players in the order in which they want the players accepted
into tournaments such as the USTA National Championships, Intersectionals,
and Zonals.

Intersectionals. These are team tournaments held in the 16 and 18 age di-
visions. Teams compete against teams from the other Sectional Associations.
In the 18 divisions, these competitions are now known as the USTA Boys’ 18
Davis Cup Championships and the Girls’ 18 Fed Cup Championships.

National Championship Selection List. This is a list of the standings of the
top players that is used to determine which players are automatically se-
lected for the USTA National Championships.

National Junior Tournament Schedule. This schedule is published yearly
by the Youth Competition and Training Committee and lists all National
Rankings Tournaments other than the Sectional Ranking Tournaments.

National Ranking Tournaments. These are the tournaments that are
used for national rankings. A list of these tournaments is found in USTA
Regulation X.A.1. and in the National Junior Tournament Schedule.

National Standings List. This is a monthly standing list of junior players
in each age division used for selection of:

• some players into the USTA National Championships; 
• all players into the USTA National Opens; and
• all players into some of the tournaments on the National Junior Tour-

nament Schedule.
It is also used as a resource for Tournament Committees and Referees in

determining seeding.
On-site Alternate. An on-site alternate is a player not accepted in the draw

who has checked in at the tournament and has asked to be placed in the
draw if a spot becomes available.

Other tournaments on the National Junior Tournament Schedule. The
various USTA Junior National Championships are automatically on the
National Junior Tournament Schedule. The Youth Competition and Training
Committee places a number of additional top level junior tournaments on
the National Junior Tournament Schedule, which are known as Other Tour-
naments on the National Junior Tournament Schedule.

Points per round. Points per round are the ranking points that are award-
ed based on the round that a junior player reached in a National Ranking
Tournament.

Quota. Each Sectional Association is guaranteed a minimum number of
players who will be accepted into the USTA National Championships. This
number is the Sectional Association’s quota. It is based on the number of
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junior members residing in the Sectional Association. 
Ranking. Ranking is a static concept. It is a player’s “final” position at the

end of a ranking period. It does not change at the end of the specified period. 
Sectional Endorser. Each Sectional Association lists its players in the

order in which the Sectional Association has decided that the players should
receive entry into the USTA National Championships, Zonal Team Tourna-
ments, and Intersectional Tournaments. The person who prepares this list for
the Sectional Association is the Sectional Endorser.

Sectional Ranking Tournaments. Each Sectional Association is allowed to
designate 12 tournaments within its section that will count toward national
ranking.

Standing. Standing is a dynamic concept. It is a player’s position on a list
generated by the USTA ranking program at a certain point in time. It may
change from time to time.

Suspension Point System. This is a system under which junior players
are assessed points for unsportsmanlike behavior in tournaments on the
National Junior Tournament Schedule. A player who accumulates too many
points is suspended from national play.

USTA Junior National Championships. This term is used to collectively
describe the USTA National Championships, USTA National Opens, USTA
Boys’ 18 Davis Cup Championships, USTA Girls’ 18 Fed Cup Championships,
USTA Boys’ and Girls’ Intersectional Team Championships, USTA Boys’ and
Girls’ 16, 14, and 12 Zone Team Championships, and USTA Boys’ and Girls’
Interscholastic Championships (East/West).

USTA National Championships. These tournaments constitute the highest
level of USTA Junior National Championship held.

USTA National Opens. These tournaments constitute the second highest
level of USTA Junior National Championship held.

Wild card. A wild card entry into a USTA National Championship may be
granted to a player when extenuating circumstances prevent the player from
entering through the normal qualifying or endorsement procedure. Wild
cards also may be granted based on the recommendation of the national
coaching staff to a player who has demonstrated significant potential at the
national or international level.

Zonals. These are team competitions held in the 12, 14, and 16 age divisions
that are held in different regions or zones. Teams represent their Sectional
Associations.

Tournament Officials
Chair Umpire. The Chair Umpire is the official responsible for conducting one

match in accordance with the ITF Rules of Tennis and the USTA Regulations.
Chief Umpire. A Chief Umpire is an official responsible for hiring the

officials. In many tournaments, the Referee will delegate to the Chief Umpire
the responsibility for assigning, replacing, and reassigning officials.

Deputy Referee. A Deputy Referee is an official appointed by the Referee



or Tournament Committee to assist in the performance of the Referee’s du-
ties or to assume these duties when the Referee is absent. It is not unusual
for a Deputy Referee to assist in making the draw or to serve as the Referee
at a secondary site.

Line Umpire. A Line Umpire is an official responsible for calling all shots
directed to the lines assigned to the official.

Referee. The Referee is generally responsible for supervising all aspects of
play. The Referee is responsible for assuring that the competition is fair and
played under the ITF Rules of Tennis and the USTA Regulations.

Roving Umpire. A Roving Umpire is an official other than the Referee or
a Deputy Referee who exercises jurisdiction over more than one court.

Solo Chair Umpire. A Solo Chair Umpire is a Chair Umpire who handles a
match without the assistance of line umpires.

Tournament Appeals Committee. This committee is responsible for
deciding appeals of the Referee’s Disqualification or unilateral Default of a
player.

Tournament Chairperson. The Tournament Chairperson is the chairperson
of the Tournament Committee

Tournament Committee. The Tournament Committee is the committee that
is responsible for putting on the tournament on behalf of the organization that
holds the tournament sanction.

Tournament Director. The Tournament Director is the chief executive
officer for the Tournament Committee and is directly responsible for all
administrative details. Often the Tournament Director and the Tournament
Chairperson are the same person.

Sanctions
Form AA. This sanction form is used for tournaments that cannot be

sanctioned without the approval of the USTA. Applications for a sanction
are submitted through the Youth Competition and Training Committee, the
Adult/Senior Competition Committee, or the USA Wheelchair Tennis Com-
mittee. Applications for national championships, zonal team champi-
onships, intersectional championships, and NTRP Regional Championships
must be submitted on Form AA.

Form A. Tournaments in which admission is charged and gross proceeds
are expected to exceed $5,000 and tournaments that are paying prize money
or player expenses totaling more than $5,000 apply to their Sectional As-
sociation on Sanction Form A. (Form A is not used by those tournaments that
are required to submit Form AA.)

Form B. All tournaments, except those requiring Form AA or Form A,
submit their application for sanction to their Sectional Associations on
Sanction Form B. Most tournaments fall into this category.

National Adult and Senior Terms
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Category I USTA National Championships. These tournaments are those
USTA National Championships that are held on the designated surfaces
(grass, clay, hard, and indoor courts).

Category II USTA National Championships. These tournaments are
those USTA National Championships other than the designated surface
championships.

Current NTRP rating (computer rating). A rating generated by the USTA
NTRP computer rating system based on two or more matches.

NTRP. NTRP stands for National Tennis Rating Program. The system rates
players by ability levels ranging from 1.5 to 7.0

Self-rating. A self-rating is a rating by a player who is new to the NTRP
system. The player uses the NTRP guidelines to select the level of play that
the player believes best describes the player’s ability. 
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