
 

 

 
  

 

 

FRESH START WOMEN’S OPEN 
 

RANCHO SANTA FE, CA * FEBRUARY 9-16, 2014 
Preview Notes as of Feb. 6, 2014 (rankings current as of Feb. 3) 

 
TOURNAMENT OVERVIEW 
Site:  Morgan Run Club and Resort  Qualifying Draw: Begins on Sunday, Feb. 9  
  Rancho Santa Fe, Calif.   Main Draw: Begins on Tuesday, Feb. 11 
Surface:  Hard / Outdoor     Prize Money: $25,000 
Web sites: morganrun.com     
  procircuit.usta.com    

 

Tournament Director:    Patrick Guion, (760) 219-6223, patrick.guion@ourclub.com  
      

Tournament Press Contact:  Same as above 
 

USTA Communications Contacts:  Amanda Korba, (914) 697-2219, korba@usta.com 
 

 

 USTA PRO CIRCUIT RETURNS TO RANCHO SANTA FE  
FOR FOURTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 

 
 

The Fresh Start Women’s Open returns to Rancho Santa Fe, Calif., for the fourth consecutive year. It 
is the fourth USTA Pro Circuit event on the 2014 women’s calendar and the first of two consecutive 
$25,000 hard-court events, preceding Surprise, Ariz. 

 
Featured players expected to compete in the main draw include:  
 
Julia Cohen, who qualified for the 2014 Australian Open and is the top-ranked American in Rancho 
Santa Fe. Cohen broke into the Top 100 of the WTA rankings in late July 2012 after advancing to her 
first WTA final in Baku, Azerbaijan, prior to playing in her first US Open main draw that August. She 
spent a majority of 2013 competing on the USTA Pro Circuit and overseas in ITF events. Cohen 
reached the singles quarterfinals or better at three USTA Pro Circuit events and won a doubles title at 
the $50,000 event in Osprey, Fla., in spring 2013. She is a veteran of all levels of competitive tennis, 
excelling as a junior and collegiate player and competing in USTA adult events and on the USTA Pro 
Circuit. As a collegian, Cohen earned All-America honors as a sophomore for the University of Miami 
(Fla.) after taking home the Intercollegiate Tennis Association Rookie of the Year award as a freshman 
for the University of Florida. In 2008, she won three USTA adult national championships and added 
another in 2009, all in doubles events with her parents. Cohen peaked at No. 4 in the ITF World Junior 
Rankings in 2007, when she reached the Australian Open girls’ doubles final. 
 
Standout junior Louisa Chirico, who outperformed every other American junior at the 2013 French 
Open, reaching the girls’ singles semifinals before falling to eventual champion Belinda Bencic in three 
sets. Chirico then reached the semifinals of the Wimbledon juniors, again losing to Bencic, and the 
quarterfinals of the junior US Open to finish the 2013 season ranked in the Top 10 of the ITF World 
Junior Rankings. In the pro ranks, Chirico reached the singles final of the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit 
event in Surprise, Ariz., in February 2013 as a qualifier. This year, she reached the final of the $25,000 
event in Port St. Lucie, Fla. In 2012, she teamed with Taylor Townsend to lead the U.S. to the Junior 
Fed Cup title in Barcelona, Spain, and she also joined Townsend as the only two American 16-year-
olds to rank in the WTA’s Top 500 in March 2012. Chirico won her first USTA Pro Circuit singles title in 
2012 at the $10,000 event in Sumter, S.C., and her first doubles title at the $50,000 event in Indian 
Harbour Beach, Fla., in 2013. She trains at the USTA Training Center-East at the USTA Billie Jean 
King National Tennis Center in Flushing, N.Y., home of the US Open. 



 

 

 
Samantha Crawford, who won the 2012 US Open girls’ singles title. Crawford also qualified for the 
main draw of the 2012 US Open and pushed Great Britain’s Laura Robson in the first round. At 6-foot-
2, Crawford’s big serve and aggressive baseline game helped her rise to No. 5 in the ITF World Junior 
Rankings in 2012. In 2013, she reached the singles semifinals at the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in 
Raleigh, N.C. She also owns two USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles. Crawford, who speaks Chinese, as 
her mother is from China, trains with the USTA Player Development program.  
 
2012 Rancho Santa Fe singles champion and former world No. 174 Julia Boserup, who returned to 
action in summer 2013 after missing the first half of the year due to injury. She is using a protected 
ranking this week in Rancho Santa Fe. Boserup won her first USTA Pro Circuit singles title in 2011 at 
the $25,000 event in Redding, Calif. She has competed in qualifying for the US Open and Australian 
Open.  As a junior player, she won the prestigious Orange Bowl in 2008, defeating U.S. Olympian 
Christina McHale.  
 
Chieh-Yu Hsu, an American born in Taiwan, who is a former University of Pennsylvania standout. She 
won the doubles title last year at the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Innisbrook, Fla., and has won 
four ITF singles titles worldwide, including championships in Taiwan and Turkey in 2011. In addition to 
competing on the USTA Pro Circuit, Hsu played at events in Australia, Japan, Mexico and Brazil last 
year.  
 
Sanaz Marand, who played for the University of North Carolina, where she received All-America 
honors and, in 2010, helped lead the Tar Heels to its first NCAA team semifinals. In 2013, she won her 
first USTA Pro Circuit singles title at the $25,000 event in El Paso, Texas. Overall, Marand has won five 
USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles, with three coming in 2012. As a junior player, she reached the doubles 
final at the 2006 Easter Bowl with Ashley Weinhold.  
 
Ashley Weinhold, who is now in her seventh year on the pro tour. In late 2013, Weinhold won her third 
career ITF/USTA Pro Circuit singles title at an ITF event in Mexico. She also won her ninth ITF/USTA 
Pro Circuit doubles title in 2013. Weinhold broke into the Top 200 in the world in 2011. Weinhold won 
the Girls’ 18s National Championships in 2007 and received a wild card into the main draw of the US 
Open that year, where she lost to then-world No. 4 Anna Chakvetadze.  
 
 
Many current WTA standouts have competed in Rancho Santa Fe. 
 
2012 singles runner-up Lauren Davis reached the third round of the 2014 Australian Open in her career-
best Grand Slam result. Davis was recently named to the U.S. Fed Cup Team for the first time in her career 
for the World Group First Round in Cleveland. She competed in all four Grand Slam events in 2013. Also in 
2013, she reached two WTA quarterfinals in Monterrey, Mexico, and Quebec City, Canada. Davis broke into 
the Top 100 for the first time in her career in 2012, qualifying for and reaching the second round of the 
French Open and advancing to the quarterfinals of Quebec City. Davis also ended the 2012 season strong 
on the USTA Pro Circuit, winning the $50,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Las Vegas, sponsored by music 
mogul Redfoo of LMFAO. Davis trains with the USTA Player Development Program in Boca Raton, Fla., and 
previously trained at the Chris Evert Academy in Boca Raton. 
 
2013 singles runner-up Nicole Gibbs won her second consecutive NCAA singles title in 2013 for Stanford 
University, becoming the fifth player in history—and the fourth from Stanford—to win back-to-back NCAA 
Division I women’s singles championships. Gibbs also helped lead Stanford to its 17th NCAA team title in 
2013. As a sophomore in 2012, she defeated teammate Mallory Burdette in the NCAA singles title match 
and then teamed with Burdette to win the NCAA doubles title. Following the collegiate season in 2013, 
Gibbs won the $50,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Yakima, Wash., and reached the quarterfinals or better at 
the last four USTA Pro Circuit events of the year. Gibbs received wild cards into the singles main draw of the 
US Open in 2012 and 2013.  
 



 

 

2013 singles champion Madison Brengle had a strong 2013 season on the USTA Pro Circuit in which she 
captured two singles titles and one doubles title. She also reached the quarterfinals or better at all five USTA 
Pro Circuit events she competed in following the 2013 US Open. At the beginning of 2014, she qualified for 
the WTA’s Australian Open tune-up event in Hobart, Australia. Brengle has played in the main draw at three 
of the four Grand Slam events, winning USTA wild-card playoffs to earn entry into the Australian Open 
(2007-08) and the French Open (2008), as well as competing in the US Open main draw in 2007. She has 
won five singles titles and five doubles titles in her career, all of which have come on the USTA Pro Circuit. 
This is her fifth appearance in Midland; she was a singles quarterfinalist in 2011 and 2012. 

 
 

Tournament Points and Prize Money for $25,000 Women’s Level 
 

 Winner Runner-Up Semifinalist Quarterfinalist Round 16 Round 32
Singles Prize Money $3,919 $2,091 $1,114 $654 $392 $228 
Singles WTA Ranking Points 50 30 18 9 5 1 
Doubles Prize Money (team) $1,437 $719 $359 $196 $131 -- 

 
 

PAST CHAMPIONS 
 
SINGLES 
Year   Champion      Runner-up 
2013  Madison Brengle (USA)   Nicole Gibbs (USA) 
2012  Julia Boserup (USA)    Lauren Davis (USA) 
2011  Michelle Larcher de Brito (POR)  Madison Brengle (USA) 
 
DOUBLES 
Year   Champion      
2013   Asia Muhammed (USA) – Allie Will (USA)      
2012  Maria Sanchez (USA) – Yasmin Schnack (USA) 
2011  Julie Ditty (USA) – Mervana Jugic-Salkic (BIH) 
 
 

 

About the USTA Pro Circuit 
With approximately 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from 
$10,000 to $100,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for aspiring 
tennis players and a frequent battleground for established professionals. Celebrating its 35th anniversary in 2014, 
the USTA launched its Pro Circuit to provide players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and 
it has since grown to become the largest developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering nearly $3 million in 
prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men and women from more than 70 countries competed in cities 
nationwide. Mardy Fish, Maria Sharapova, John Isner, Sloane Stephens, Sam Querrey, Li Na and Andy 
Murray are among today’s top stars who began their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit. The USTA Pro Circuit is 
world-class tennis administered on the local level and played on local tennis courts as part of the fabric of 
communities nationwide -- an opportunity for current and new fans to experience the excitement and intensity of 
the professional game in their neighborhood.  


