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ARTICLE III: PLAYER ON-SITE OFFENCES 
 

A.  GENERAL 

 

Every player shall, during all matches and at all times while within the precincts of 

the site of a Grand Slam Tournament, conduct himself in a professional manner. The 

provisions hereinafter set forth shall apply to each player’s conduct while within the 

precincts of each such site. 

 

B.  PUNCTUALITY 

 

Matches shall follow each other without delay in accordance with the announced 

order of play. The order of play shall be posted at a highly visible place in a general 

players’ area as designated by the Referee. 

 

The Referee shall designate an Official Clock for the event. Matches shall be called 

in accordance with the order of play using all available and reasonable means. 

Players shall be ready to play when their matches are called. 

 

1.  Any player not ready to walk-on court when their match is called may be 

fined up to $ 10,000 . 

 

2.  Any player not ready to play within fifteen (15) minutes after his match is 

called may be fined up to an additional $ 10,000 and shall be defaulted unless 

the Referee in his sole discretion, after consideration of all relevant 

circumstances, elects not to declare a default. 

 

C.  DRESS AND EQUIPMENT 

 

Every player shall dress and present himself for play in a professional manner. Clean 

and customarily acceptable tennis attire shall be worn as determined by each 

respective Grand Slam Tournament. Any exceptions to this standard must be 

submitted by manufacturers to the Director, Grand Slam Board, prior to a Grand 

Slam Tournament, for approval. 

 

1. Unacceptable Attire 

Sweatshirts, gym shorts, dress shirts, T-shirts or any other inappropriate attire 

shall not be worn during a match (including the warm-up). 

 

a.  Shoes 

Players are required to wear tennis shoes generally accepted as proper 

tennis attire. Shoes shall not cause damage to the court other than what 

is expected during the normal course of a match or practice. Damage 

to a court may be considered as physical or visible, which may include 

a shoe that leaves marks beyond what it considered acceptable. The 

Referee has the authority to determine that a shoe does not meet these 

criteria and may order the player to change. 
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i. Grass Court Shoes 

At Wimbledon no grass courts shoes other than those with 

rubber soles, without heels, ribs, studs or coverings, shall be 

worn by players. 

 

Special grass court shoes will not be used without the express 

approval of the GSB; such shoes will not be approved unless 

they comply with the following specifications: 

 

1. The pimples or studs on the base of the sole should be 

vertical from the outsole and shall have maximum top 

diameter of three (3) millimetres and a minimum top 

diameter of two (2) millimetres. The maximum height of the 

pimples or studs shall be two (2) millimetres, from the base 

of the shoe. The hardness of any pimple shall be between 55 

and 60 based on a shore “A” scale. The number of pimples 

per square inch shall be no less than 15 and no more than 

28. 

2. No pimples or studs may be visible when the shoe is placed 

on a flat horizontal surface and viewed vertically. The 

foxing/sidewall around the toes must be smooth and may 

only be contoured in the medial forefoot and medial toe area 

but only within the following restrictions. The contoured 

area may begin in the transition area between outsole and 

sidewall but can only extend to a maximum of 1.5 

centimetre up the sidewall as measured from the base of the 

outsole. The contoured area must be smooth (not textured or 

undulating) but can be stepped with no more than five (5) 

steps each no more than one (1) millimeter in depth.  

3. Forefoot and heal areas may be separated but there should 

be no more than a two (2) millimetres step in the outsole of 

the shoe. 

4. No manufacturer’s identification is to be used on the base of 

the outsole. 

 

See Appendix B for example specification sheet. 

 

Players desiring approval of special grass court shoes should 

submit a sample shoe to the GSB at least ninety (90) days in 

advance of Wimbledon. 

 

ii.  Clay Court Shoes 

Players are required to wear tennis shoes generally accepted for 

play on clay courts. The Referee has the authority to determine 

that a tennis shoe’s sole does not conform to such customs and 

standards and can prohibit its use at Roland Garros. 
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Grass court shoes shall not be worn during a match at Roland 

Garros. 

 

b.  White Clothing and Footwear 

Including the warm-up period, players at Wimbledon must be dressed 

almost entirely in white.  

 

2. Identification 

No identification shall be permitted on a player or on a player’s clothing, 

products or equipment on court before, during and after a match or at any 

press conference or tournament ceremony, except as follows below. The GSB 

and Referee reserve the right to interpret the following rules so as to give 

effect to the intent and purposes of these Grand Slam Rules. 

 

a.  Shirt, Sweater or Jacket 

i. Sleeves. One (1) commercial (non-manufacturer’s) 

identification for each sleeve, neither of which exceeds three (3) 

square inches (19.5 sq.cm), plus one (1) manufacturer’s 

identification on each sleeve neither of which exceeds eight (8) 

square inches (52 sq.cm) shall be permitted. If written 

identification is used within this eight (8) square inches (52 

sq.cm) area on either or both sleeves, such written identification 

may not exceed four (4) square inches (26 sq.cm) per sleeve. 

 

ii. Sleeveless: The two (2) commercial (non manufacturer) 

identifications permitted on the sleeves above, neither of which 

shall exceed three (3) square inches (19.5 sq.cm), may be 

placed on the front of the garment. 

 

iii.  Front, Back and Collar. Total of two (2) manufacturer’s 

identifications, neither of which exceeds two (2) square inches 

(13 sq.cm) or one manufacturer’s identification, which does not 

exceed four (4) square inches (26 sq.cm) shall be permitted. 

 

b. Shorts/Skirts 

Two (2) manufacturer’s identifications, neither of which exceeds two 

(2) square inches (13 sq.cm) or one manufacturer’s identification 

which does not exceed four (4) square inches (26 sq.cm) shall be 

permitted. On compression shorts, one (1) manufacturer’s 

identification not to exceed two (2) square inches (13 sq.cm) and 

which shall be in addition to the manufacturer’s identifications on 

shorts shall be permitted. 

Note: A dress for the purposes of permissible identification shall be 

treated as a combination of a skirt and a shirt (dividing dress at waist). 
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c.  Socks/Shoes 

Manufacturer’s identifications on each sock and on each shoe shall be 

permitted. The identifications on the sock(s) on each foot shall be 

limited to a maximum of two (2) square inches (13 sq.cm). 

 

d. Racquet 

Manufacturer’s identifications on racquet and strings shall be 

permitted. 

 

e. Hat, Headband or Wristband 

One (1) manufacturer’s identification, which may include writing as 

part of the identification, not to exceed two (2) square inches (13 

sq.cm) shall be permitted. 

 

f.  Tennis Equipment Manufacturer’s Bag, Other Equipment or   

  Paraphernalia 

Tennis equipment manufacturer’s identifications on each item plus 

two (2) separate commercial identifications on one (1) tennis 

equipment manufacturer’s bag, neither of which commercial 

identifications exceeds four (4) square inches (26 sq.cm), shall be 

permitted. 

 

g.  Drink Containers 

Each Grand Slam Tournament will provide drink containers for all 

participants to use. No other drink containers will be allowed unless 

approved by the Referee. 

 

 h. Sport and Day Chairs (Wheelchair Events) 

Standard manufacturer’s identifications on the tyres plus a maximum 

of two (2) manufacturer’s identifications, neither of which exceeds 

three (3) square inches (19.5 sq.cm), on each wheel and four (4) 

manufacturer’s identifications, neither of which exceeds 3 square 

inches (19.5 sq.cm), on the back of the wheelchair plus two 

commercial identifications on one (1) chair, neither of which exceeds 

three (3) square inches (19.5 sq.cm) shall be permitted. 

 

i.  Another Tennis, Sport or Entertainment Event 

h.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary hereinabove set forth the 

identification by use of the name, emblem, logo, trademark, symbol or 

other description of any tennis circuit, series of tennis events, tennis 

exhibition, tennis tournament, any other sport or entertainment event is 

prohibited on all dress or equipment, unless otherwise approved by the 

GSB. 
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j. General 

In the event the utilisation of any of the foregoing permitted 

commercial identifications would violate any governmental regulation 

with respect to television, then the same shall be prohibited. 

 

For the purposes of this Rule, the manufacturer means the 

manufacturer of the clothing or equipment in question.  

In addition, the size limitation shall be ascertained by determining the 

area of the actual patch or other addition to a player’s clothing without 

regard to the colour of the same. In determining area, depending on the 

shape of the patch or other addition, a circle, triangle or rectangle shall 

be drawn around the same and the size of the patch for the purpose of 

this Rule shall be the area within the circumference of the circle or the 

perimeter of the triangle or rectangle as the case may be.  

 

3. Warm-up Clothing 

Players may wear warm-up clothing during the warm-up and during a match 

provided it complies with the foregoing provisions and provided further that 

the players obtain approval of the Referee prior to wearing warm-up clothing 

during a match. 

 

4. Change/Taping 

Any player who violates this Section may be ordered by the Chair Umpire, 

Grand Slam Supervisor or Referee to change his attire or equipment 

immediately. No taping over of such attire shall be allowed. Failure of a 

player to comply with such order may result in immediate default. 

 

5. Fines 

Any player who violates this Section and is not defaulted shall be subject to 

the following fines: 

 

a.  Unacceptable Attire 

Violation of the provisions with respect to Unacceptable Attire shall 

result in a fine of up to $20,000. 

 

b.  Manufacturer’s Identification 

Violation of the provisions with respect to manufacturer’s 

identifications shall result in a fine of up to $20,000. 

 

c.  Commercial Identification 

Violation of the provisions with respect to commercial identifications 

shall result in a fine of up to $20,000. 

 

d.  Another Tennis Event 

Violation of the provisions with respect to the identification of 

Another Tennis Event shall result in a fine of up to $20,000. 

 




