
 

 

 
 

2014 US Open Tennis Championships 
Extreme Weather Policy 

 
The 2014 US Open Tennis Championships has implemented an Extreme Weather Policy for all 
singles matches (main draw and qualifying).  This policy is based on: 2014 Official Grand Slam 
Rule Book; 2014 ITF Junior Circuit Regulations; 2014 ITF Wheelchair Tennis Handbook; and 
available medical guidelines.  Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) measurements will be taken 
daily at approximately 10:30am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, following any rain delay, in the evening, and at 
the discretion of the Tournament Referee and Director, Player Medical Services. 

 
1. For Junior Singles matches: 
 

A. When the WBGT is 28 degrees Celsius or greater at the beginning of a match, 
(which is defined as the time when warm-up begins), a 10-minute break will be 
allowed between the second and third sets if either player requests such a break.  
If both players decline a 10-minute break, then play shall be continuous.  
Appropriate medical timeouts for heat-related illness are allowed. 

 
 In the event of a 10-minute or greater suspension of play, the WBGT reading 

following the suspension will override any previous readings before the same 
match, and the rule implementation regarding a 10-minute break will be based on 
the reading after the suspension of play.  However, if one set has been 
completed before the suspension of play, the 10-minute break will no longer be 
available. 

 
B. For evening matches, rain delay matches, and for extreme circumstances, this 

policy will be implemented at the discretion of the Tournament Referee and 
Director, Player Medical Services.  Otherwise, the WBGT at the beginning of a 
match will determine the Extreme Weather Policy for the duration of that 
particular match. 

 
C. In addition, the Tournament Referee, in consultation with the Director, Player 

Medical Services, will decide when play should be postponed or suspended 
because of extreme weather conditions. 

 
2. For Wheelchair Singles matches: 
 

A. When the WBGT is 28 degrees Celsius or greater at the beginning of the match 
(which is defined as the time when warm-up begins), a 15-minute break will be 
allowed between the second and third sets if either player requests such a break.  
The 15-minute break does not include the time taken to reach and return from 
the place of rest on site.  If both players decline a 15-minute break, then play 
shall be continuous.  Appropriate medical timeouts for heat-related illness are 
allowed. 

 
 In the event of a 15-minute or greater suspension of play, the WBGT reading 

following the suspension will override any previous readings before the same 
match, and the rule implementation regarding a 15-minute break will be based on 



 

the reading after the suspension of play.  However, if one set has been 
completed before the suspension of play, the 15-minute break will no longer be 
available. 

 
B. For evening matches, rain delay matches, and for extreme circumstances, this 

policy will be implemented at the discretion of the Tournament Referee and 
Director, Player Medical Services.  Otherwise, the WBGT at the beginning of the 
match will determine the Extreme Weather Policy for the duration of that 
particular match. 

 
C. In addition, the Tournament Referee, in consultation with the Director, Player   

Medical Services, will decide when play should be postponed because of 
extreme weather conditions. 

 
3. For Women’s Open Singles and Women’s Collegiate Singles matches: 

 
A. When the WBGT is 30.1 degrees Celsius or greater at the beginning of a match, 

(which is defined as the time when warm-up begins), a 10-minute break will be 
allowed between the second and third sets if either player requests such a break.  
If both players decline a 10-minute break, then play shall be continuous.  
Appropriate medical timeouts for heat-related illness are allowed. 

 
 In the event of a 10-minute or greater suspension of play, the WBGT reading 

following the suspension will override any previous readings before the same 
match, and the rule implementation regarding a 10-minute break will be based on 
the reading after the suspension of play.  However, if one set has been 
completed before the suspension of play, the 10-minute break will no longer be 
available. 

 
B. For evening matches, rain delay matches, and for extreme circumstances, this 

policy will be implemented at the discretion of the Tournament Referee and 
Director, Player Medical Services.  Otherwise, the WBGT at the beginning of a 
match will determine the Extreme Weather Policy for the duration of that 
particular match. 

 
C. In addition, the Tournament Referee, in consultation with the Director, Player 

Medical Services, will decide when play should be postponed or suspended 
because of extreme weather conditions. 

 
4. For Men’s Singles and Men’s Collegiate Singles matches: 
 

A. When the WBGT is 30.1 degrees Celsius or greater the Tournament Referee or 
Director, Player Medical Services, in conjunction with the ATP World Tour 
athletic trainers, will notify the players.  The breaks in play as outlined in the 2014 
Grand Slam Rule Book shall govern play.  Appropriate medical timeouts for heat-
related illness are allowed 

 
B. In addition, the Tournament Referee, in consultation with the Director, Player 

Medical Services, will decide when play should be postponed or suspended 
because of extreme weather conditions. 

 
5. Lightning 
 

The Tournament Referee has the authority to suspend play when lightning is in the area.  
Play shall resume when the likelihood of a lightning strike has passed. 

 


