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A Message from the

Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer

Thanks in large part to our efforts in recent years to grow tennis and expand the
game’s reach across the country, it’s clear to say that the next few years will be
among the most exciting and complex the USTA has ever faced. Fortunately, our
organization is composed of a high-performing team of volunteers and staff whose
focus, discipline and dedication can enable us to overcome every challenge and
embrace the many opportunities before us. Working together, we have every reason to
believe we can continue to keep tennis vibrant, accessible and the sport of choice for
a lifetime of fun and fitness.

Whether you are supporting the success of a single strategy to promote and  develop
the growth of tennis, or you are devoting your time and energy to a variety of projects
and priorities, each initiative is important to the future of our sport. Everything we do is
interrelated, and the progress we make in each area of our organization depends on the
success we experience in the others. Increasing our share of the youth market…

developing a broad and inclusive Player Development program with greater outreach to private coaches and tennis
 academies…addressing the aging of our frequent player population…exploring new models of membership…removing
barriers so that tennis can reflect all of America… transforming the home of the US Open to ensure it remains a world-class
venue hosting a world-class event… All of our resources and human capital must come together like never before for us to
make these things  happen and maximize our potential for success.

In short, we must work together as a consummate team. Fortunately for us, we have started down this road already.
At all of our association meetings and throughout my travels across the country in recent years, I have seen firsthand how
everyone in our organization has been excavating, grading and paving the way for us to move forward as a cohesive unit
toward our desired destination. All of our volunteers and staff, fueled by a joint passion for our sport, possess a powerful
determination to reach our goals as only a high-performing team can—and must—do. I look ahead with great anticipation
this year to reinforcing our commitment to excellence as we continue on this important journey together. 

Gordon A. Smith
Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer


