
 

 

 

Since its inception in 2003, supporting its vision and mission, the U.S. Partnership for Education for Sustainable 
Development (The Partnership), continues to convene people, catalyze initiatives and communicate successes, 
precedents and resources across all sectors of society. With more than 400 partner organizations and participants from 
a diverse range of sectors; The Partnership is continuing its work to foster a society in which education for sustainable 
development is embedded to achieve the “triple bottom line” of healthy environments, thriving economies and just 
societies. Updates on a few of the activities during 2010-2011 from the Partnership’s sector teams including; K-12 and 
Teacher Education, Higher Education, Youth, Communities, and Corporate, are listed below. Visit 
www.uspartnership.org for more information on The Partnership, its sector teams and useful resources.  
 
K-12 and Teacher Education Sector Highlights 
 
K-12 National Associations Network for Sustainability  
This newly formed network is based on years of collaboration on educating for a sustainable future with mainstream K-
12 associations.  See the announcement and the founding members (including the National Science Teachers 
Association and the National Council of Social Studies) at  http://www.uspartnership.org/main/show_passage/83  
 
Infusing Green Standards into States’ Career Clusters 
The intent of this project, funded by the U.S. Dept of Ed and intended for the State Directors of Career and Technical 
Education,  is to integrate green and sustainability knowledge and skills statements  into the standards for career 
clusters, recognized nationally. Technical working groups have been identified for the following career clusters: 

 Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 

 Architecture and Construction 

 Information Technology 

 Manufacturing 

 Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

 Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
The Subject Matter Experts across these groups are Debra Rowe, President of the U.S. Partnership and Sue Gentile, 
member of the K-12 and Teacher Education sector.  
 
Colleges of Teacher Education Special Interest Group 
The American Association of Colleges of Teacher Education has created, with the Partnership’s leadership, a special 
interest group in sustainability education.  
 
Higher Education Sector Highlights 
 
ACTE and AACC to Cosponsor Green Job Training and Education Webinars 
The Association for Career and Technical Education (ACTE) and the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) 
will be cosponsoring webinars this year to help educators be more effective at green and sustainability job training. 
These webinars will address educating existing students new to the green job arena, and will also address the up-skilling 
of both existing workers and employers. The intent of re-training incumbent workers and employers is to expand the 
sustainability practices and products of businesses, while improving profits.  
 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) for a Sustainable Future 
11 academic disciplinary associations, including the professional faculty associations for Chemistry, Biology, Physics, 
Engineering, Math, Technology, Geo-Science, Computer Science and Psychology, are working together on integrating 
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sustainability into curricula.  They have identified six projects for this STEM initiative, which is supported by a FIPSE grant 
from the Department of Education. For more information, see 
http://www.aacu.org/pkal/disciplinarysocietypartnerships/mobilizing/planningmeeting.cfm  The projects include:  

 Multiple Disciplinary Association Sustainability Statement. Associations will create a joint statement, to be 
adopted across all disciplinary societies, to support Education For Sustainable Development (ESD). Through 
creating this statement, the associations hope to engage more faculty to include sustainability in STEM 
introductory courses and majors. 

 Audience Research. Associations will identify what language is most effective in to engage professors in 
Education For Sustainable Development (ESD). This research will focus on those professors that do not already 
understand the importance of ESD. 

 Professional Development Workshops. Multiple associations will work together to identify case studies 
(particularly related to water, food and energy) that incorporate the contributions that multiple disciplines can 
make to the  solutions. This will allow one case study to incorporate multi-discipline solutions that can be used 
in a variety of courses, and engage a wide variety of faculty and students. Online workshops, offered by each 
association, may be offered as well. 

 Resource Collection. This will be a collection of the best resources on Educating For Sustainability (EFS) with a 
focus on critical problem solving and how to involve students in the solution. These resources will be listed on a 
website and will also be compiled into a toolkit, white paper, and other useful documents. 

 Integrating Sustainability into Text Books. This project will involve creating a system for editors and authors to 
obtain faculty reviewers in multiple disciplines to integrate sustainability content and concepts into textbooks. In 
addition, guidelines will be created for authors and editors to enable them to integrate sustainability into text 
books more effectively. 

 Policy. This group will identify those involved in the policy arena in each disciplinary association, and encourage 
them to create a system for following policy that relates to Education for Sustainable Development and to real 
world Sustainable Development as well. This system will also address an alert or notification system on these 
policy changes to members, so faculty, students, and governmental relations offices throughout higher 
education can respond quickly and effectively, and help move society toward the triple bottom line of 
sustainability.   

 
Corporate Sector Highlights 
 
iCreate-Sustainability 
A new website which will bring together representatives from business and academia to discuss and identify the 
sustainability skills, knowledge and attitude needed of graduates to be a valuable asset to businesses and to move 
society as a whole toward sustainability. McGraw-Hill Foundation is the creator of this website. 
 
Youth Sector Highlight 
 
Green Collar Futures 
This is an organization to develop new green collar apprenticeships for New Jersey’s young adults in transition. A 10-
month curriculum in green collar job training, sustainable living and leadership development is provided with a 
combination of the AmeriCorps tradition of service learning and outdoor experiential education and local living.  
 
GCF’s plan is to invest in future change agents to increase sustainability in the operations and curricula of New Jersey 
schools and outdoor education centers, empower young, urban and suburban leaders with models for sustainable living 
and green enterprise, and to launch new green businesses, such as community gardens, green builders and landscapers, 
and energy auditors.  
 
2010 ESIP Conference 
With a team of college and graduate students, as well as other young professionals, Doug Cohen attended the 2010 
Annual Winter Federation of ESIP Conference to share youth experiences, particularly the meeting and interviewing 
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scientists and officials from organizations such as NASA, with other young students. The team’s idea was to see if they 
could enhance student participation in ESIP by documenting and sharing their interactions with the people they met at 
the conference.  
 
The USP Youth Movement in New Mexico has a campaign, “Activate New Mexico.” (www.activatenewmexico.org) 
Working in several cities to introduce sustainability literacy and youth leadership, this campaign fits in with the 
communities sector, where community sustainability is being brought to life in different cities through literacy and 
leadership. Representatives from different sectors are brought together. Three main cities participating are Santa Fe, 
Albuquerque and Las Cruces. At a private home in Las Cruces, a reception was convened where the decade was 
introduced and where the university, the Senator’s Office (Tom Udall), the city sustainability officer, the green chamber 
of commerce, student groups and regional environmental groups were represented. This is representative of how the 
campaign works by bringing multiple sectors together by both telling them what the decade is about, and also helping 
them become players. Leaders need more coordination in identifying what each player is doing. This one event 
convened, communicated and catalyzed a plan for higher coordination in Las Cruces. The group is now working with the 
student sustainability group agricultural students for sustainability (OASIS) at New Mexico State University (NMSU). 
 
One outcome: PBS interview of group 
 
Portland State University and University of Oregon 
Two universities in Oregon are highly active with the USP national youth program. Portland State University (PSU) has a 
student sustainability office as well as a graduate school of education with a sustainability leadership focus. We are now 
partnering with them to bring leadership development to on-campus and community-led sustainability initiatives. The 
Universities contracted with Doug Cohen to work on this as a service of the partnership and getting the knowledge and 
scope of our K-12 and higher ed resources.   
 
A community of practice (COP) was started which is a learning community consisting of a group of people with a 
specialty field in common. In each setting, the university is the host, but there are community organizations, and 
sustainability leaders at the top, not just students. The COP was presented in both Portland and Eugene (during national 
education week for the partnership). As a result of the Eugene meeting, a COP for sustainability leadership was 
launched. The University of Oregon is contracting and supporting this movement. Doug is on a continuous cycle to speak 
twice a year, and coach community sustainability leaders in between the sessions. With a local team in Portland,  the 
COP produced a series of local events, “Regional Innovation Forum” which was a two day conference in which the 
community colleges and universities all participated. The RIF forum was in 2008 and has led to this ongoing initiative.  
 
At PSU, Doug has been mentoring Angela Hamilton and working with AASHE. He has a project to bring a state-wide, 
multi-university sustainability coordination to identify what students are doing all over the state. At the end of February, 
there will be a meeting of the council. Judy Walton has proposed we write up a mid-decade summary of the progress of 
the USP and AASHE collaboration including how the movement is growing and evolving.  
 
Similar efforts are underway at NMSU Las Cruces where the coordinator of the sustainability council is there as a 
sponsor. 
 
Innovation Youth Development 
Doug Cohen has been asked to participate in the Innovation Youth Development ceremony in New York in April where 
there will be awards and recognition. The Ceremony hosts the International Association for Human Value (IIHV) 
 
One group participating is Envirolution. This group teaches energy auditing in several parts of the country, including New 
York and Reno, NV. They have young people participating in the Win-Win campaign. They have also formed a multi-
school collaboration for environmental education in Nevada. It is a youth-founded and youth-led organization.  
 
Climate Literacy Network - CLN (NASA) 
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National Youth Initiatives has been a member of CLN for three years. It has led to pilot media teams at an earth science 
conference with Earth Science Information Partners (ESIP). In this, Doug has brought youth-led media teams to interview 
scientist about climate change, as well as to develop a module with leadership components focused on strategic 
communication.  
 
The demonstration of this module is moving in other places and they are still talking to NASA about a larger program. 
The progress so far has already produced interviews at a training conference, which led to a training module through 
communication with NASA. The media literacy module is being implemented into a Florida literacy program with NASA, 
and has been funded by EPA, NOAA, and NSF.  
 
Haiti International 
The Sustainable Haiti Coalition, which is a partnership collaboration for sustainable solutions for Haiti, has developed an 
idea of Voluntourism. The Haiti plan is to create a mountain bike voluntourism program.  As Haiti recovers and rebuilds 
its society, there will be a network of mountain bike trails. The International Mountain Bike Association and Travelcology 
are partners.  The program proposed is a social enterprise in which Haitians will start small businesses to build bike 
trails, to provide maintenance and bike repair and to run bed and breakfasts, and  should promote economic 
development in Haiti.  
 
Institute for Sustainable Enterprise: Graduate Certificate Program in Managing Sustainability 
For the second consecutive year, Farleigh Dickinson University’s ISE offers a graduate certificate program to address 
state-of-the-art sustainability practices relevant to critical business areas. With a strong focus on developing leadership 
skills for sustainability, action topics, include global issues relating to sustainability, competitiveness, operations and 
supply chain issues, sustainability branding and marketing, sustainability metrics, management across boundaries, and 
project negotiation and change management.  (See more about business schools with sustainability curricula and what 
business students and alumni are doing at www.netimpact.org and on the academic resources page of www.aashe.org ) 
 
Community Sector Highlight 
 
Sustainable Morristown 
In 2007, Morristown business leaders, residents and stakeholders began the discussion on making Morristown a 
sustainable community and began the process of creating an action plan to bring sustainability recognition and activity 
to the front of Morristown’s strategic thinking and community development.  
 
With funding from the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation in 2008, and the leadership of the Morristown Partnership, the 
Step Ahead Morristown campaign was launched to lead a two-year endeavor to bring Morristown into a leadership 
position within the sustainable community arena.  
 
Recognized as the principal edge of business driven momentum for whole community transformation around 
sustainability, and specific to the Partnership’s dedication to introduce sustainable management practices to business 
constituents, a collaboration with the Institute for Sustainable Enterprise at Farleigh Dickinson University began.  
 
In a comprehensive community visioning exercise, the town participated in, and was awarded the American Institute of 
Architect’s (AIA-SDAT) nationally acclaimed Sustainable Design Assessment Team program in which more than 500 
Morristown stakeholders participated.  
 
This year, the Morristown government became a key player in the sustainability efforts driven by the community. A 
sustainability office was created to continue the work around the AIA-SDAT program and the Sustainable Jersey 
certification process.  
 
The Sustainable Morristown coalition is comprised of the town, Morristown Partnership, FDU’s Institute for Sustainable 
Enterprise and the Inspired Futures Campaign.  
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