A Message from Pamela S. Skarda, 
Executive Director of the Sustainable Business Network of Washington:

At the end of last week, the Downtown DC Business Improvement District released its Downtown Leadership Paper:  "Greening Downtown DC: Strategies for Protecting the Planet, People and Profit".  A groundbreaking civic report, the report addresses the BID's commitment to greening Downtown Washington through a holistic sustainable approach. The Leadership Paper highlights its partnership with SB NOW's Green Business and Certification Program.  As part of SB NOW's Green Business and Certification Pilot program, the Downtown DC BID is the first entity in DC to participate in the first phase of the pilot.  SB NOW anticipates that the Downtown DC BID will be certified as a Green Business by the beginning of September.

I encourage you to read the full Leadership Paper which can be found on the Internet at:

http://www.downtowndc.org/_files/docs/leadershipgreening.pdf. 
Below is an Executive Summary:

Downtown Washington, DC, has emerged as an influential leader in many aspects of urban revitalization and is now poised to become one of the nation’s most environmentally sustainable places. Several factors are behind this trend, including rising energy costs creating immediate demand for greater energy efficiency and new technology to control costs.

DC government has embraced sustainability as concerns about global warming proliferate and as tenants demand sustainable office buildings to counter negative environmental effects. The result is a need to create a business model that embraces the triple bottom line, a way of doing business that protects the planet, people, and profit.

With the areas health, vibrancy and sustainability a priority, the Downtown DC Business Improvement District (BID) has embraced a holistic approach to help guide and accelerate efforts to make the Downtown BID more competitive and attractive to investors, businesses, employees, residents and visitors.
The Downtown DC BID has launched a new imitative, "Greening Downtown DC, a comprehensive set of programs and services where the Downtown DC BID services as a facilitator and catalyst by forming partnerships to undertake research, establish measures, communicate information and convene training sessions.

The Downtown DC BID targets four interrelated areas:

1) Greening new and existing buildings;

2) Educating Tenants on Green Best Practices;

3) Improving Public Spaces;

4) Enhancing Transportation Options

Focusing on the triple bottom line of environmental protection, social responsibility and economic viability makes perfect sense:  it is not only the right thing to do, but it pays dividends--from healthy work places that foster employee productivity to green collar jobs that create new employment opportunities, to green buildings that achieve above-market rents.

Several factors are driving Downtown stakeholders to adopt green and sustainable practices that have already begun to position Washington, DC, to become one of the world’s most sustainable cities.  The paper focuses on Downtown BID partnerships and programs that support the city’s commitment to sustainability and help property owners, businesses, residents and visitors become more effective environmental stewards of the Downtown and, thus, the planet.
