
NSTA Sustainability Statement 
 
 
The National Science Teachers Association has committed to help educate its members about the 
issues related to sustainability and to increase the number and type of the organization’s own 
sustainability practices. 
 
For members: 
 
The theme of the 2008 NSTA conference in Portland, Oregon, was “Sustainable Science” – with 
dozens of sessions focusing on that topic. Such sessions are becoming a feature at all our 
conferences. For instance, there was a one-day strand at the 2009 national conference in New 
Orleans dedicated to sustainability. 
 
NSTA conducts a national competition for students in which they develop projects and ideas 
related to sustainability. 
 
NSTA is actively pursuing a nationwide program to help students and their teachers better 
understand the science of buildings – to help raise awareness and knowledge about sustainable 
practices. 
 
Further, NSTA sends members suggestions about how they can attend the NSTA conference most 
sustainably. 
  
For the association: 
 
NSTA has been implementing several strategies for becoming more sustainable in its day-to-day 
practices. They include: 
 
A cross-divisional team helps employees reduce waste. 
 
When identifying meeting sites, the conference department considers the sustainability efforts of 
that city and its convention center. 
 
The conference committee from each city is encouraged to consider sustainability and associated 
topics as it develops its conference strands. 
 
Conference programs are printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink. 
 
Likewise, session evaluation documents are printed on recycled paper. 
 
Most of the association’s journal content, many book chapters, and nearly all other printed 
materials are also available electronically to members – much of it free of charge. 
 
Finally, NSTA is conducting a capital campaign for a LEED-certified headquarters building in 
Arlington, Virginia. One goal of the building’s design is to provide a model and catalyst for 
teachers and students nationwide to better understand sustainability through the science of 
buildings.  
 
This Sustainability Statement, dated 3/13/2009, is an evolving document and will be expanded and 
revised as NSTA’s knowledge and experience in this area grow over time. 


