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THE SALVATION ARMY EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA AND DELAWARE DIVISION 

 SURPASSES 2 MILLION MEALS SERVED SINCE GLOBAL PANDEMIC BEGAN 

 

The nonprofit credits community partners for helping it meet  
unprecedented needs caused by COVID-19 

 
PHILADELPHIA (May 1, 2020) —The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware 

Division today announced it has distributed more than two million meals since the COVID-19 

global pandemic began in this area. With the help of community partners such as individual 

donors, foundations, corporations, and local and state municipalities the nonprofit has been able 

to meet unprecedented needs caused by COVID-19. 

 

With more than 26.5 million Americans joining the unemployment rolls in recent weeks, The 

Salvation Army has seen a substantial increase in new clients coming for food – people who 
have never needed assistance from The Army before. As more and more people struggle to put 
food on the table due to financial hardships, community partners such as The Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, Operation BBQ Relief, The GIANT Company, The ACME Foundation, Wawa, 
Herr’s, Philabundance, Sysco, PECO, numerous individuals, food banks and foundations have 

stepped up to help by donating urgently needed funds and food supplies. 
 
“We are so grateful for all of the support we’ve received. We sounded the alarm and our 

community partners are still responding,” noted Lt. Col. Larry Ashcraft, Divisional Commander, 
The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware Division. “There is no quarantine from 

hunger. Despite the challenges, we will continue our mission of meeting human needs without 
discrimination. Our clients need us now more than ever.” 
 

Those who want to help The Salvation Army carry on its mission can donate via credit card to its 
online Virtual Food Pantry at pendel.salvationarmy.org. All donations are tracked by ZIP code 

and used to purchase and distribute food in the community where the donations originate. 
 
“On Tuesday, May 5th, we’re joining with the world  in #GivingTuesdayNow, a global day of 

giving intended to create a worldwide wave of generosity for COVID-19 relief,” said Lt. Col. 
Ashcraft. “All contributions that day will go directly to our online Virtual Food Pantry so we can 

continue feeding those who are hungry and hurting in Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. Many 
of them, unfortunately, are facing hunger for the first time in their lives.” 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
https://pendel.salvationarmy.org/
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Since the health crisis began last month, volunteers, staff and officers from The Salvation Army 
Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware Division have logged more than 56,000 hours serving on the 
frontlines.  Emotional and Spiritual staff have listened to and spent time and prayed with more 

than 16,000 people. They’ve handed out nearly 3,500 Bibles.  They’ve done all of  this while 
wearing gloves, masks and practicing social distancing -- the new norm. 

 
“We’re used to giving hugs, shaking hands, getting up close and personal with people who are 
struggling,” Lt. Col. Ashcraft explained. “We have had to adjust our protocol, as needed, in order 

to protect our clients and our personnel.  This crippling pandemic may have changed the way we 
serve but it hasn’t stopped us from serving. I’m very proud of the work we’ve been able to do, 

especially when it comes to feeding increasing numbers of individuals, seniors and families. Two 
million meals served is quite a feat, one that’s a direct result of collaborating with community 
partners. Neighbors helping neighbors. Spreading hope in the midst of the storm.” 

 
If you do not want to donate by credit card to the Virtual Food Pantry, you can donate by check 

by mailing your contribution to The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania & Delaware 
Divisional Headquarters, 701 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19123.  
 

All corporate gift offers should be submitted to Stephen Brown at 
stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org. 

 
Food distribution pictures from across PA and DE are available at 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16OqW7IgRS0ZWUJVmaayrtNu4QPgyzbx4. 

(Hold control button and click to access link.) 
 

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human 
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, 
safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming 
from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, 
economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community 
centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, 
recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, 
activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. 

mailto:stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16OqW7IgRS0ZWUJVmaayrtNu4QPgyzbx4
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For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

About the Virtual Food Pantry: 
Due to unprecedented needs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, The Salvation Army of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware Division created the Virtual Food Pantry on April 6, 2020 to help 

ensure that children, seniors, and people in your community have enough to eat during the health 
crisis. COVID-19 has closed schools and community centers, creating a gap in meals for 
children. Working families who live paycheck to paycheck are experiencing unprecedented 

hardships, with little or no income to support themselves or their loved ones. There is no 
quarantine from hunger.  

# # # 

http://www.salvationarmypa.org/

