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May 8, 2020 

  
 

THE SALVATION ARMY RECEIVES GRANT FROM MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOUNDATION TO HELP 

PENNSYLVANIANS IN THE REGION DURING COVID-19 GLOBAL PANDEMIC  

 
The grant awards funding to Norristown, Pottstown and Montgomery County Service Extension Salvation 

Army locations to provide crucial food for those in need   

 

PHILADELPHIA (May 8, 2020) —The Salvation Army Pottstown and Norristown Corps Community 

Centers, and the Montgomery County Service Extension units are pleased to announce they will split a 

$4,000 grant to help feed those in need as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The funds will serve 

county residents facing unprecedented financial hardships during the health crisis.  

The MontCoPA COVID-19 Response Fund was recently established by the Montgomery County 
Foundation, Inc. and its funding partners to provide grants to nonprofit organizations with a successful 
track record of serving vulnerable populations in Montgomery County.  Targeted populations include 
seniors, people with disabilities, those who are experiencing homelessness, or are economically 
disadvantaged and are experiencing challenges due to COVID-19.  
 
“We are so grateful for this emergency funding,” said Major David Irwin, Corps Commanding Officer at 
The Salvation Army Norristown Corps Community Center.  “We are serving nearly twice as many people 
at our weekly food distribution now than we were before COVID-19. We are even delivering to seniors 
who can’t get out. In the last two weeks, using gloves, masks, and social distancing, we delivered over 
12,000 meals just to seniors. Donations like this help us fill the food boxes and meet the needs of  those 
we serve in the community.” 
 
Since the unprecedented crisis began, The Salvation Army has served over 50,000 meals to people who 
desperately need it in the county and distributed more than 2.5 million meals across The Salvation 
Army’s Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware Division.  A disproportionate number of those impacted are 
lower-income individuals or families or those experiencing homelessness. 
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“We know people are struggling. We don’t want them to have to choose between paying a bill or 
putting food on their table. Sometimes we have to go out to the supermarket and purchase food to give 
to those who come to our Pottstown Corps Community Center,” said Major Lawrence Shurtleff, who 
oversees operations there. “We don’t always get everything our clients need from the food banks and 
other sources. This money will help us purchase what the food boxes that we distribute might be 
missing.” 
 
“The assistance safety net in Montgomery County has seven of our service extension units,” said David 
Burgmayer, Director, The Salvation Army Service Extension Department. “Between our Norristown and 
Pottstown Corps Community Centers and our Service Extension units, The Salvation Army is positioned 
to respond to needs in every zip code in the county. This money will help us make sure we respond to 
the needs of Montgomery County residents who desperately need food.” 

The Salvation Army is actively seeking partnerships with corporations, foundations, and community 
partners to help meet the growing demand for food.  

To donate from a distance, go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry at salvationarmypa.org.  
All donations for the Virtual Food Pantry will be directed to the ZIP code in which the donation 
originates. All corporate gift offers should be submitted to Stephen Brown at 
stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org. 

 

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human  
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, 
safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming 
from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, 
economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community 
centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, 
recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, 
activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org. 

About the Montgomery County Foundation, Inc.: 
The Montgomery County Foundation, Inc. connects donors to the most important charitable causes, 
enabling donors to fulf ill their philanthropic vision, at the same time providing critical funding to nonprofits 
to serve their mission. The Foundation plays an important role as a catalyst for community solutions 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
https://pendel.salvationarmy.org/
mailto:stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org
http://www.salvationarmypa.org/
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through convenings, educational programming, and f iscal sponsorships for civic groups and new 

nonprof its. The Foundation is proud to serve as a resource for donors, charitable non-prof it agencies and 
the public in general through our unique knowledge and deep understanding of  community issues and 
needs. For more information, please visit www.mcfoundationinc.org. 
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