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A MESSAGE OF HOPE AMID THE PANDEMIC 

How one farmer's donation helped The Salvation Army Lancaster Corps  

 give solace and sustenance to seniors in need 

 

Lancaster, PA. (May 4, 2020) – At the end of the month, a time when there is often more need than 

money, a call came in to Major Lynette Reel from a local senior boarding home. "Major, we are out of 

potatoes. Do you have any potatoes for us?" The boarding home, which houses about 30 seniors, was 

also in need of bread and eggs. 

 

Major Lynette went into the cooler at The Salvation Army Lancaster Corps and found some bread. She 

didn't find any eggs or potatoes. She told the boarding home staff that she and her husband, Major Bob 

Reel, would go to the store the next morning to buy eggs and 50 pounds of potatoes. 

 

The next day, a farmer from New Holland called. "Major, any chance you could use some potatoes?" He 

went on to say he also had some eggs, cheese, and vegetables to donate.  

 

"Well my heart was so blessed, I could have danced," said Major Lynette. "I thought isn't that 

something. God knew all along this is what we needed because He is an on-time guy! It's as if God said, 

'Don't worry about potatoes; let that be the least of your worries. I'll handle it.' " 

 

She was able to call the boarding home back and tell them that not only did she have potatoes for them, 

but also cheese, eggs, and vegetables. The staff at the home was relieved and thankful. While they did 

have enough food to serve the residents, they had to be creative when making meals without their usual 

staple ingredients. 

 

"It was a beautiful way to say, 'God loves you, and The Salvation Army has not forgotten you.' When we 

can help, we will," said Major Lynette. She shared that this incident bolstered her faith. "It helped me to 

see that God is a timely God, a good God, and He blesses us far more than we ever anticipated." 

 

Major Lynette and Major Bob work with The Salvation Army Lancaster Corps Community Care 

Ministry, which serves 27 nursing homes and senior boarding homes. There are about 50 – 60 volunteers 

who support seniors in various ways, including doing errands, offering transportation to a doctor's 

appointment, or simply visiting and having conversations. There is even a Junior Community Care 

program, in which youngsters ranging in age from 6 to 14 accompany the adult volunteers on visits.   

 

"It's a wonderful program," said Major Lynette. "The seniors love to see us. They clap when we walk 

through the door. The gift of our time and attention is the best gift we can give them." 

 

The pandemic has brought a halt to in-person visits; however, the ministry continues through food 

donations, and will soon launch a new program to help volunteers stay connected with the seniors. 
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Major Lynette hopes to start an "adopt-a-pen-pal" initiative, in which volunteers can send cards to the 

seniors to let them know they are cared for.  

 

"Just being able to supply people with what they need or help them find a way to get it is a real 

blessing," said Major Lynette. "It's a beautiful ministry." 

 

The Salvation Army is committed to showing compassion and care to those in need, throughout this 

pandemic and beyond.   

  

### 

 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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