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MEDIA ADVISORY/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 

         
THE SALVATION ARMY OF SHAMOKIN GOES THE EXTRA MILE 

Workers surprising children with toys when handing out food during health crisis 
 

WHAT: The Salvation Army of Shamokin is handing out boxes of food to those in need during 

the Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. In order to limit person-to-person contact, 

recipients call ahead and make an appointment to pick up the pre-packaged goods.  Workers, 

wearing gloves and practicing safe social distancing, use a cart to roll the boxes of food outside.  

In an effort to mitigate the spread of COVID-19, the recipients get out of their cars only after 

workers have stepped six feet away, and the recipients place the boxes of goods into their cars. 

Ensuring the safety of those who depend on The Salvation Army’s programs and services, along 

with the safety of staff and volunteers, remains our utmost priority, especially at this time.  

 

Workers are going the extra mile to bring smiles to children during this difficult time. In addition 

to the food, they’re giving each child in a receiving household a surprise toy! 

 

WHEN: Ongoing 

WHERE: The Salvation Army of Shamokin Corps, 1300 W. Spruce Street, Shamokin, PA 

17872 

WHO: Jessica Foulds, Mother of 5, received food & toys for her 8, 10 and 12-year-old children 

and is willing to be interviewed. 

            Judith Torres, Mother of 2, received food and toys for her 6 and 3-year-old children and 

is willing to be interviewed.  

WHY: Needs are great now that so many people have been furloughed or have lost jobs due to 

COVID-19.  The Salvation Army of Shamokin Corps is doing all it can to feed those in need in 

and to encourage families during these tough times.  There is no quarantine from homelessness. 

QUOTES FROM Major Tammy Hench, Salvation Army Shamokin Corps Officer:  

“We decided to put at least one toy per child in our food boxes that we’re distributing as a great 

pick-me-up for the children who are dealing with the effects of COVID-19. We’re so glad that 

we decided to do this. It’s been so heartwarming to see the joy and smiles the toys bring to the 

children.” 
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“The smiles and cheers from small children for something as little as a doll or some playdoh just 

melts my heart.  Knowing that a family will not have to worry about running out of food is all 

the reassurance that we need to know that we are Doing the Most Good.  We know that there is 

no quarantine from hunger.” 

 

“We’re seeing people who don’t ordinarily need help from The Salvation Army coming through. 

One senior citizen called to say that he and his grown son were running out of food and just 

needed help to get by until his check comes in early April. He stopped by and we gave him a 

variety of food. He was so appreciative, he said he’s going to pay it forward by donating money 

to The Salvation Army once his check comes. That was especially touching.” 

 

To schedule an appointment to pick up food, call 570-644-0486 or 0487. 

 

To help us stay on the front lines providing much-needed resources to local communities during 

this critical health crisis, Donate by Distance by mailing your contributions to: The Salvation Army of 

Shamokin, Box 544, Shamokin, PA 17872 

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service 

organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more 

productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to 

providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s 

programming serves every zip code through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, 

early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational 

programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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