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A Prayer for You:    
Dear God, thank you for allowing me to break free from my past mistakes through your 

mercy and unwavering love.  May I always remember the grace you give so freely.  Amen.

From what the Bible tells us, we know that God is a  
God of second chances.  For Jonah the disobedient  

and David the adulterer.  For Paul the persecutor and Peter 
the coward.
 Our God is a forgiving God.  No matter where you are 
in life, God will offer you a second chance.  
 Accept His grace today, begin living a new life, and rejoice 
in the fact that we don’t need to carry guilt and shame around 
with us.  We can live victoriously because of what Christ has 
done for us. 

“Therefore, 
if anyone is in 

Christ, the new 
creation has come:  
The old is gone, 
the new is here!”   

– 2 Corinthians 5:17 
(NIV)

Your Spring 
Devotional

Help Meet Local Needs 
This Spring

Your gift to The Salvation Army will be used now and  
throughout the year to support Salvation Army services  
in our community. 

The Salvation Army 
Southern New England Division 
1-800-SAL-ARMY

To learn more about The Salvation Army, visit our website:  
ctri.salvationarmy.org

If you know someone in need...
The Salvation Army is committed to meeting 
human need wherever it exists in our community.  
If someone you know needs help, please have  
them call 1-800-SAL-ARMY.

 Spring offers new life.  But many neighbors 
continue to struggle with challenges The 
Salvation Army helps meet every day: poverty, 
hunger, loneliness, neglect.  Your help is their 
first step toward a brand-new life – a life filled 
with promise and purpose.  Thank you for any 
additional support you can provide!   

 Your struggling neighbors need you now.  
If you are able, please give today.

Your support will help change someone’s life.

You’re the reason they’ve found 
hope and a fresh start!

Begin 
Living 
Victoriously

Planning Ahead

Start Building a Lasting Legacy
 You’ve made helping others 
a priority your whole life.  Now, 
through your will, you can create 
a lasting legacy that will bless 
others for years to come.

 As we grow older, we have 
the time for reflection – quiet 
moments to consider what we 
would like to pass on to others.  
What will be your legacy to the 
next generation?  By naming The 
Salvation Army as a beneficiary in 
your will, trust, or IRA, you can 
continue to bless the less fortunate 
in your community with life-changing help.  

 To ensure that your legacy will be used as you intend when you 
remember The Salvation Army in your estate plan, please contact 
Michael Afflitto at 1-888-468-5356.

http://ctri.salvationarmy.org
http://ctri.salvationarmy.org


When Sandra* arrived in a new town with her 2-year-old daughter to 
escape an abusive relationship, she was hoping to find work and make a 

new start.
 But she couldn’t find work.  So she and little Danielle* ended up sleeping 
in their car at truck stops and rest stops in late fall, when the weather was just 
starting to get colder.
 “I didn’t want to call my parents,” she recalls.  “I was embarrassed and 
ashamed.”
 For almost a month, she survived on bologna and cheese sandwiches made 
possible by a friend who wired her money.  She also used what little she had to 
buy diapers and milk for her daughter.  
 “I was so tired,” she remembers.  “Like give-up tired.” 
 One day, a waitress at a truck stop told Sandra, “You should really go to a 
shelter.”  So she started making phone calls, finally reaching Marshall House, a 
family shelter operated by The Salvation Army.
 “It was a hard decision to go there, but we were treated with such respect,” 
says Sandra, who benefitted from free childcare, job skills training, and practice 
interviewing for work.  “For the first time in a very long time, I felt safe.”
 As a result of the services delivered by caring staff, Sandra only needed to 
stay for a month.  That one-month period gave her a chance to catch her breath 
and set a course for a new direction in life.
 Today, Sandra has her own home and has found fulfilling work.  When she 
gets the opportunity, she also shares her story of hope, advising other women 
coming out of abusive relationships to “get help.  Call places.  Do what you 
have to do to protect yourself.”
 Your generosity makes programs like Marshall House possible.  Thank you 
for giving women like Sandra a second chance at life.
*Names changed to protect privacy

Dear Friend, 

 Has anyone ever offered you 
a second chance?  Have you been 
offered a new job after yours had 
been eliminated, a chance to go 
back to school, or the opportunity 
to make a fresh start at life?  

 If this describes you, then you 
understand what it feels like for 
families who come to The Salvation 
Army and are offered a new 
beginning.  Many can’t believe their 
good fortune.  Some are moved to 
tears that total strangers like you 
would want to help them in their 
hour of greatest need.

 As we move into spring and 
celebrate new life – starting with 
Easter! – we thank you for helping 
to make new beginnings possible.

Majors Debra and Steven Ashcraft 
Divisional Leaders 
Serving Connecticut and  
Rhode Island

Commander’s Corner

A message from
Majors Debra and Steven Ashcraft
Divisional Leaders

Sandra was running out of hope.  Your kindness gave her a second chance.

Life was chaotic for Letitia,* even before COVID-19.
 Then the pandemic hit, and her depression and anxiety worsened.  

She and her kids were in desperate need of help.
 “It was really stressful,” Letitia recalls.  “Getting up and not being able 
to go to work because of the coronavirus, then worrying about where I was 
going to get money to pay the bills.”  She says it was difficult for her kids, 
too.  “They wanted to see their friends, but they couldn’t.  We were all 
under a lot of pressure.”
 “I really thought we were going to be homeless,” she says.
 Coming to The Salvation Army’s Pathway of Hope program was the 
first step toward a new beginning for Letitia and her kids.  The trust-filled 
relationship she formed with her skilled case manager was invaluable.
 On the home front, she received support finding a part-time job to help pay the bills.  In addition, backpay from 
her unemployment benefits and ongoing housing assistance from The Salvation Army enabled her to better manage 
her rent.  
 On the education front, Letitia went back to school to earn her GED and is now studying to become a 
medical assistant.  
  The pandemic continues to make life difficult for families in Connecticut and Rhode Island.  Your generosity 
gives them hope and the chance for a fresh start.  Thank you! 
*Name changed to protect privacy

Hope in the Midst of Hardship
How Your Generosity Changes Lives

When Disaster Strikes…
A Family Gives Back for the Help They Received

A Homeless Mom Remembers…
“I Was So Tired, Like Give-Up Tired”

Yanira, her husband, and their teenage daughter came to 
Connecticut after Hurricane Maria swept across Puerto Rico 

in 2017 and caused widespread devastation.  
 “Our home wasn’t damaged, but there was no water, no 
food… the situation was very bad,” she remembers.  So, she 
reached out to a sister-in-law who invited the three of them to 
come and stay with her.
 Yanira eventually contacted The Salvation Army in New 
London, and thanks to you, her family received help with getting 
a place of their own and warm, winter coats.  “We’re not used to 
needing these kinds of clothes where we’re from,” she laughed.
 Wanting to give back, Yanira became instrumental in 
launching our new Boys & Girls Club.  Her family also 
volunteered at The Salvation Army as bell ringers, in the food 
pantry, and working with kids.  
 That, she says, was the fulfillment of a dream.

 “When I was 12 years old, I saw an ad for The Salvation Army and told my mom I wanted to be a missionary,” 
Yanira says.  “She thought I was crazy.  But 40 years later, here I am.”
 We are blessed when those you help give back to us and society to show their appreciation.  Thank you for 
making it possible!

Thanks to you, single moms are building 
better lives for themselves and their kids.
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By helping families like Yanira’s in their hour of 
need, you enable them to then help others.
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