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“I LOVE TO SEE THE SMILES” 

The Salvation Army Bethlehem Corps volunteers help distribute food to those in need during this 

unprecedented pandemic 
 

Bethlehem, PA. (April 29, 2020) – When the doors of The Salvation Army Bethlehem Corps 
Community Center at 521 Pembroke Road open up, there is something you can always count on — 
volunteers will be hard at work helping their neighbors in need. 

 
"We have two volunteers who come every day to help with the food and stock the shelves. They have 

been coming for several years now," said Major Frances Rader, Corps Commanding Officer. 
 
Judy Garcia is one of those faithful volunteers. "I started out working with the Red Kettles, and then 

asked Major Fran if I could volunteer. I help out all around the place. I am bi-lingual, and I've been 
helping with the Spanish-speaking community. I noticed people feel more comfortable talking to me 

since I speak Spanish." 
 
The Salvation Army has been distributing boxes of food, with each box containing enough food to serve 

breakfast, lunch, and dinner to four people for multiple days. Also, the Corps provides cereal, canned 
goods, peanut butter and jelly, and toilet paper, as well. For the homeless, food that doesn't have to be 

cooked is given out along with personal hygiene items. 
 
"I do a little of everything," Judy continued. "I help pack the boxes and give them out.  If someone calls 

who is Spanish speaking, I'll take the phone and set them up with a time to come in. This way we can 
get it ready." 

 
It can get busy there, especially now. "Since the pandemic, people have been coming back for food more 
often than usual," said Major Rader. Judy agrees. "One minute we're okay, and the next minute we get 

jam-packed and it's constant, non-stop.”  
 

A local family of seven has been struggling to find enough to eat. "Right now, I don't receive food 
stamps," said the mother. "The Salvation Army is a great help to me and my family. They have been 
helping me out with food, and sometimes they help with a utility bill. I have five kids, two of them we 

just adopted, so it's kind of hard sometimes. They have been able to help me.”  
 
"What's great is to see people's reactions," Judy said. "Like today, this lady just started crying, but they 

were happy tears. She said, 'I want to hug you!' But instead we bumped elbows. That made my morning! 
People give me their blessings and say, 'Thank God you are here.' But I love it, I love to see the smiles."  

 
Derek Pascavage is a volunteer who helps with the maintenance and landscaping at the Corps 
Community Center.  He said for most of his life, he has been battling addiction and couldn't find a way 
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out, always relapsing, until he met Major Fran at The Salvation Army. "The simplest  thing was the 
solution. She taught me how to help others. Come June, I'll have been clean for five years. Just helping 
others is what keeps me clean." 

 
The Salvation Army Bethlehem Corps appreciates their volunteers. They are “the Army behind The 

Army.” 
 

### 
 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware  is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more prod uctive lives. Since 

1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip c ode 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 

opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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