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NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS AMID THE PANDEMIC 

The Salvation Army West Pittston Corps works in tandem with the Rotary Club  

during food distribution 

 
West Pittston, PA (May 5, 2020) —Lieutenant Gavin Yeatts noticed something unusual recently 

during The Salvation Army West Pittston Corps food distribution. He wasn’t surprised to see an increase 

in the number of people lining up to get food boxes, as escalating unemployment due to the pandemic 

has caused a greater need for food. What did surprise him was the difference in clientele.  

 

“In the past two to three weeks, we’ve seen people with a higher level of income coming to get food 

from us. These are people who would normally not require our services,” said Lt. Gavin, a Corps 

Commanding Officer along with his wife Lt. Holly. “There is a demographic in the community we 

always serve. Now we are seeing people who have never needed The Salvation Army’s services.” 

 

“Marie,” (name changed for privacy) is someone who thought she would never need food assistance. “I 

always gave food, money, and clothing to The Salvation Army. When I cleaned out my house, I did not 

throw anything away, I gave it to them. I never thought I would need anything myself.” 

 

When her family’s circumstances changed and she requested help from The Salvation Army, 

Lieutenants Gavin and Holly made her feel welcomed. “They were just incredible,” she said. “They are 

wonderful people. That caring atmosphere permeated the whole food pantry. When we waited in line for 

food, everyone was relaxed, talking to each other. Everyone was in the same boat. You felt like you 

were part of a community of friends. The food they gave us was a godsend.” 

 

The Rotary Club of Pittston has been helping to distribute the food boxes since the pandemic began.   

“We’ve had a strong relationship with the Rotary Club for many years,” said Lt. Gavin. “Once the 

pandemic started, they wanted to get involved and offered to volunteer their time. Every Wednesday and 

Friday, members of the club help by either packing boxes or giving out food to the community.” 

 

On Fridays, Rotary Club members deliver food boxes to individuals who can’t leave the house, 

including seniors, veterans, and high-risk individuals. “It’s so important to do this right now,” said 

Rachael Stark, president of the Rotary Club. “There have been more and more people in need of food.” 

 

The Salvation Army West Pittston Corps is also giving out “family packs,” which include juice boxes, 

snacks, some art materials, as well as a board game for the family to play. This helps keep the children 

occupied and families to bond. “We understand families are stuck inside the house due to being 
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quarantined. This gives people an opportunity to spend some good quality time together,” said Lt. 

Gavin. “We give the family packs out on request, or if I see a family pull up in their car, I will offer it to 

them.” 

 

Marie and her family were grateful recipients of one of those family packs. “On top of the bag of food, 

there was a “Trouble!” game. When I saw that, I just screeched with joy! We love to play Trouble! It felt 

like they weren’t just giving us food, they were giving us spirit. We didn’t feel so alone. We felt like 

somebody else was with us, fighting all this.” 

 

The Salvation Army is committed to offering care and compassion to those in need, throughout this 

pandemic and beyond.  

 

To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry. 

 

# # # 

 

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service 
organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer, and more 
productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach 
to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The 
Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers 
throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and services historically include: shelter, 
hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school 
arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug 
rehabilitation. 

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal 
Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
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