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July 8, 2020 
 
 

THE SALVATION ARMY RECEIVES TWO GENEROUS GRANTS FROM YORK COUNTY ORGANIZATIONS TO HELP 

PENNSYLVANIANS IN THE REGION RECOVER FROM COVID-19 GLOBAL PANDEMIC  

 
The grants awarded by the York County COVID-19 Response Fund will provide crucial resources for those 

whose bills are piling up due to loss of income 

 

York, PA -- (July 8, 2020) —The Salvation Army of York Citadel Corps Worship and Community Center is 

pleased to announce it has received two generous grants to help fill critical gaps in funding that have 

occurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Both grants will serve residents of York County, 

Pennsylvania who are facing unprecedented financial hardships due to soaring unemployment rates. 

The York County COVID-19 Response Fund, launched jointly by the York County Community Foundation 
and United Way of York County, has awarded $22,000 in total to The Salvation Army via the COVID-19 
Response Fund. The York Corps will use $2,000 to provide food necessities to individuals, families, and 
seniors in need. Another $20,000 from the York County COVID-19 Response Fund will be used for rental 
assistance and crisis budgeting training. Both grants will help residents who have never required 
assistance from The Salvation Army. 
 
“We are very grateful to the York County Community Foundation and United Way of York County for 
their kind and generous grants to The Salvation Army in York," said Major Dennis Camuti, Commanding 
Officer of The Salvation Army York Citadel Corps. "These funds will help a great deal in meeting the 
needs of people who are hurting in our community where the primary needs are for food and housing. 
We are purchasing food from a local supplier to enhance the variety of foods offered through our food 
pantry. We’re also providing rental assistance to enable people to forestall evictions and remain in their 
homes. Whenever Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf’s statewide moratorium on eviction and 
foreclosures is lifted, we expect many more people will come to us looking for help.”  
 
Norma Escobar, Director of Family Services at The Salvation Army’s York Citadel location, has been 
dealing with York clients for over a quarter of a century. She explains why all clients seeking rental 
assistance need to take a financial literacy class.  “We had one client come looking for $8,000 in rent. 
That’s far more than three months past due. We have criteria that each client must meet in order to 
assist them. We want to meet their immediate needs, but we also want them to become self-reliant.” 
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Lise Levin, Vice President of Community Investment for the York County Community Foundation 
recognizes that many people currently experiencing hardship have never faced these financial 
challenges before. “During this time of crisis, it’s critical that we also offer individuals the tools to 
increase their financial stability in these uncertain times. The Salvation Army helps individuals with 
limited resources as part of their everyday work in York County. They’re well-positioned to help people 
examine the budgets of their new situation and fill the gaps for essential needs like food and rental 
assistance.”  
 
Escobar outlined the steps necessary for obtaining rental ass istance. “We’ll need an eviction notice or 
letter from their landlord stating they’re behind on rent. We’ll talk to their landlord and get 
documentation from them, too. We’ll also need proof of income for the last 30 days. Anyone who lost 
their job or had reduced hours due to COVID-19, may be eligible for assistance if they can pay 15% of 
the bill. To ensure that they can pay future bills, our clients will have to take a 60 to 75-minute financial 
literacy class which will teach them about budgeting. It’s important that they know how to stay afloat 
financially. We have a young, single mother of four who never finished high school and has no checking 
account. She needs basic financial literacy skills in order to provide for her family. Everyone that we help 
will be able to learn how to work with a budget.” 
 
“The COVID-19 Response Fund for budget counseling and rental assistance will help our neighbors who 
are struggling to make ends meet during this difficult time,” said Natalie Williams, VP of Community 
Impact for United Way of York County.  “We are hopeful that our community, with the assistance of 
nonprofit partners, will receive the help they need during these unprecedented times.”  
 
Those coming for rental assistance often need help putting food on their tables, too. Prior to the health 
crisis, York’s Feeding Assistance Program provided food three days a week for those in need. Food 
distribution ramped up to twice a day/five days a week once COVID-19 hit due to increased needs 
following layoffs and reduced income. In all, the York location has distributed nearly 30,000 meals since 
mid-March.  
 
“Mary” is one client who’s very appreciative of the assistance she and her adult son and three -year-old 
granddaughter have received in recent months. Both she and her son were furloughed from their 
restaurant jobs at the end of March because of COVID-19 and neither was eligible to receive a stimulus 
check or unemployment benefits because they are undocumented.  Mary approached The Salvation 
Army for food assistance, and the food they received for weeks helped keep them fed despite loss of 
wages. Both she and her son are now back at work. 
 
Many others in York County are still jobless and stressed as they watch their bills mount. The Salvation 
Army of York is conducting casework by phone as well as on location. Staff are wearing gloves and masks 
and practicing social distancing in compliance with CDC guidelines. All clients must wear masks.  
 
The Food Line is open from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday. Call 717-848-9724 if you or 
someone you know needs food. 
 
To see if you qualify for rent assistance, call 717-848-2364 during work hours or leave a message after 
4:00 pm or on weekends and someone will return the call during business hours.  
 



Contact:  
Gwen Owens 

Public Relations & Marketing Manager 
 The Salvation Army of Eastern PA & Delaware 

      C: 484-832-2104 

 

As the community begins the road to recovery, they can be assured The Salvation Army will walk with 
them every step of the way. The Salvation Army will always be in every community before, during, and 
after a crisis. The Salvation Army is here. Here. For Good. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to 
Here. For Good. 
 
 

  ### 
 
About The Salvation Army: 
The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive 
human service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities 
lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of 
accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole 
individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming 
serves every zip code through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and services historically include: 
shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music 
programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, 
spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of 
the universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by 
the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in 
His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

About United Way of York County 
For over 99 years, United Way of York County has worked in the York County community to 
improve people’s lives. It began as The York Welfare Federation, an organization that raised 
funds on behalf of 17 member agencies.  Today, as United Way of York County, the mission of 
raising community funds remains the same, but the strategies have broadened in order to meet 
the growing and changing needs of people living in York County. 
 
United Way has adapted over the years and now collaborates with other public and private 
organizations to engage the community in addressing the complex issues facing York County. 
By developing initiatives that get at the root causes of these issues, United Way and its partners 
find solutions and fund programs that improve the lives of 1 in 4 people in York County. Through 
gifts to the Community Fund, United Way is able to invest those dollars into 66 programs 
supported by 35 Partner Agencies. These programs address human services needs across 
three Focus Areas: Education, Health, and Financial Stability. This enables United Way to 
tackle the immediate and continuing needs of York County families and individuals and to create 
real, lasting change that matters to you and the community. 
 
 
About York County Community Foundation 
York County Community Foundation creates a vibrant York County by engaging donors, 
providing community leadership, and investing in high-impact initiatives while building 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/here-for-good/c286052
http://www.salvationarmypa.org/
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endowment for future generations. York County Community Foundation holds more than 575 
endowed funds and assists donors and nonprofits in reaching their charitable goals. The 
Community Foundation granted $6.7 million in 2019 throughout York County and beyond, and 
stewards approximately $165 million in assets. 

 


