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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

 

May 15, 2020 

 

SALVATION ARMY VOLUNTEER’S CHERISHED AWARD SALVAGED IN FIRE 

 

Celebrating National Salvation Army Week, May 10-17, 2020, by honoring volunteers 

 

Olyphant, PA. (May 15, 2020) – On April 15, 2020,  Mark Sabota watched helplessly as the fire 

department hosed down the flames at the Olyphant, Pennsylvania house where he had been living for the 

past year. He felt overwhelmed and lost. He and the four other people living in the house were now 

homeless. All of the residents left the burning building shoeless and with just the clothes on their backs. 

 

Salvation Army staff and volunteers arrived on the scene, handing out masks to those who needed them 

and offering their warm cars for the residents to sit in on that cold evening. Two of those displaced from 

the fire went to stay with family. Michael Cipilewski, Regional Manager for The Salvation Army 

Service Extension Department, arranged for Mark and two of the other residents to stay at a local hotel.  

 

Michael then helped one man transition to an apartment, while Mark and the other resident went to stay 

at The Salvation Army Camp Ladore, where they were given lodging and food for two weeks. From 

there, Michael helped them move to an apartment in a nearby town. All of the victims of the fire are now 

stable. 

 

Mark was grateful to have the support of The Salvation Army staff and volunteers. “I’m starting to feel 

better," he said. "A lot of people helped me." 

 

Only one item was salvaged from the fire in Mark’s apartment, and it was something he cherished. He 

was surprised and pleased to see his Salvation Army Bell Ringer Award, which he had hung in a place 

of honor on the wall of his apartment, survived the fire in good condition. “That was my favorite 

picture!” he exclaimed. “The only thing broken on it was the frame. I’m happy it was saved.” 

 

Mark has been a volunteer bell ringer for The Salvation Army’s Red Kettle campaign for many years. 

He and his two sisters have been helping by ringing the bell during the holiday season to raise funds for 

The Salvation Army’s social service programs.  

 

Mark recently went back to the burned building to see if he could salvage his Salvation Army sweatshirt. 

He was disappointed to hear it was lost in the fire; he valued this as another keepsake of the days he 

spent volunteering. “After we get done ringing the bell, The Salvation Army gives us ham and a 

Salvation Army sweatshirt,” Mark explained. Upon hearing this, Michael told Mark he would replace 

the sweatshirt.   

 

Michael also bought a new frame for the Bell Ringer Award. “Wonderful!" Mark said with delight. 

"Thank you, Mike!”  
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Mark has been helping two of the other fire victims by driving them to the grocery store and on errands. 

“I told them, don’t be afraid to call me when you need a ride,” said Mark, who is always glad to assist 

others in need.  

 

National Salvation Army Week, May 10 -17, 2020, is an opportunity to celebrate our volunteers whose 

dedication and compassion enable us to serve those in need. The Salvation Army is grateful to have 

faithful volunteers and to be a part of so much caring and compassion, especially at a time when we all 

need each other the most. 

 

The Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 

unsettling time. In honor of National Salvation Army Week, May 10 -17, 2020, please consider giving to 

The Salvation Army by donating here: The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry. 

 

### 

To access pictures from the fire (including Mark Sabota holding his cherished award), click 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMoK2G4roKQybp1iV4iuT3HY5aBA1iff3LDKVAkhuGAsSU

X1675YYF9mo5q4dy5NQ?key=UGVwbG5xb01QdFVBMDBtOVNGY0lJTHdGSktZUWxR 

 

Photo credit for all pictures:  

By Michelle Cipilewski  

 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 
whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 
through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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