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Friends of the Army

Today the 55-plus age category 
is the fastest-growing group in the
country. This makes The Salvation
Army’s programs for older adults 
more important than ever.  Each 
year, thousands of older adults are
served by The Salvation Army. 

In corps community centers
throughout the nation, older adults
gather to share interests, develop 
new skills and enjoy the company 
of their peers. The Salvation Army 
meets their needs in many ways. 
Educational classes, day care, hot-
lunch programs and pre-retirement
seminars are just a few of the pro-
grams the Army offers. Each center
provides a variety of activities to
meet diverse needs. Here, in an 
atmosphere of understanding and 
respect, new friendships are formed
and talents discovered. 

Older adults also enjoy the beauty of God’s great outdoors. Many Salvation Army
recreational camps are adapted to meet the physical needs of older adults. Clean, com-
fortable, easy-access camp facilities allow older adults an outing for the weekend or to
enjoy week-long programs. God works His miracles of physical, emotional and spiritual
renewal in the open air. The Salvation Army also operates several residential facilities for
older adults, where they can live in an atmosphere of love, acceptance and encouragement.
There are also adult day-care service centers for those seniors who need specialized services. 

How the Army Serves Seniors

Send for our 
FREE

publications, 

Preparing 
to Be a 
Surviving
Spouse 
and

Personal 
Affairs 
Record



Lock in Profits,
Increase Spendable Income

The Salvation Army,

an international 

movement, is an 

evangelical part 

of the universal 

Christian church. 

Its message is 

based on the Bible. 

Its ministry is 

motivated by 

the love of God. 

Its mission is to

preach the gospel 

of Jesus Christ 

and to meet 

human needs in 

His name without 

discrimination.

Mission 
Statement

No one can predict where the stock market is headed, but some investors may be
looking for ways to harvest profits and diversify into lower-risk investments – without
paying a premium in capital gains taxes. 

One possibility is to donate stock to a qualified charitable remainder trust that can cash
in on gains without paying taxes, and then the trust reinvests in a diversified portfolio of
stocks and bonds. This strategy may help you sleep better at night, and you’ll also enjoy a
large charitable deduction plus the satisfaction of helping The Salvation Army in a big way. 

The same tax benefits available for gifts of appreciated stock in trust are also available
for gifts of appreciated real property.  First, you avoid immediate capital gains tax on your
profit.  Second, you receive an income tax charitable deduction for a portion of the value 
of the property you transfer to trust.  This can be an especially attractive option for those
who own rental real estate that has been subject to depreciation deductions.

For example, if you own a small apartment building you could owe capital gains tax
of up to 25% on the appreciation if the building were sold.  This is in addition to the 3.8%
net investment income tax that also might apply, reducing your profit by up to 28.8%.  If
you instead transfer the building to a charitable remainder trust, your lifetime payments
will be based on the full market value of the property, not depleted by tax.  You could
diversify your investments, get out from under the burdens of property management,
receive an income for life and make a significant gift to Salvation Army programs in 
the community.

Friends who wish to add a fixed-income component to their portfolios can exchange
highly appreciated securities for a charitable gift annuity with a payout rate of up to 9%
that minimizes capital gains taxes and provides a deduction, as well.  Call us for details. 



We are constituted 

so that simple acts 

of kindness, such as 

giving to charity or 

expressing gratitude,

have a positive effect 

on our long-term moods. 

The key to the happy

life, it seems, is the

good life: a life with

sustained relationships,

challenging work

and connections 

to community. 

~ Paul Bloom

Preparing to Be 
a Surviving Spouse

Every wife and husband realizes the inevitability
that one of them will outlive the other and perhaps
spend many years as a widow or widower. Spouses
should prepare for life without their marriage 
partner – to be ready when the time comes not 
only to handle the details and decisions that follow 
a spouse’s death but also to deal with financial and
practical matters. 

The Salvation Army has a new publication on 
this subject, Preparing to Be a Surviving Spouse, 
that we encourage every married couple to send 
for – just return the enclosed envelope. We hope 
you will feel, as we did, that this publication is an important and thoughtful presentation
that can help surviving spouses through a difficult time.

The booklet points out that both husbands and wives should understand the 
financial aspects of their partnership. With that in mind, consider choosing a month
every year when the person who handles household financial tasks “trades jobs” with 
the other spouse. 

If your spouse typically pays all the bills, consider taking over that assignment for 
the entire month of his or her birthday. Talk with your spouse about why certain
checks are being written, such as payments for insurance or estimated taxes. Take 
turns making deposits in your checking and savings accounts. Make sure both of 
you have full understanding of your investments and other sources of income. 

Preparing to Be a Surviving Spouse emphasizes the need for husbands and wives 
to make plans for mental or physical incapacity. Each partner should have a living 
will or health care power of attorney that provides guidance for doctors and family
members on medical treatment. 

Most important, our new publication enables spouses to organize information that
will be needed at death: listings of people to contact, vital documents and important
telephone numbers. 

We hope you will send for your free copy of Preparing to Be a Surviving Spouse
and believe you will find the information contained is extremely practical and full of
down-to-earth suggestions that will help you and your marriage partner.  

The Salvation Army also offers a Personal Affairs Record for individuals, which is 
a rich reservoir of vital information – a checklist of your vital statistics, your personal
assets and debts, the location of your will, your personal advisers, your insurance 
policies and retirement benefits, information on trusts, the location of tax records – 
in short, all the facts, figures, names and numbers that play a role in your life and in 
the lives of your beneficiaries.  We invite you to send for your free copy.



The Bride Wore
Bifocals

Older brides and grooms may not worry
about china patterns, but they do have unique 
issues to discuss before walking down the aisle.

Where to live – If both spouses own homes, 
it may be possible to avoid tax on the sale of 
one with the exclusion for principal residences, 
but will the surviving spouse be able to remain 
in the home if it’s not held in joint tenancy?
Jointly owned property passes to the surviving
spouse, but will that disinherit children from 
a previous marriage?

Coordinating investments – Even if portfolios
are not combined, it’s smart to have a financial
adviser review investments to see that they are 
in balance.

Retirement accounts – Under federal law,
401(k) accounts (but not IRAs) pass to the 
surviving spouse, regardless of contrary language
in a prenuptial agreement, will or beneficiary 
designation, unless the spouse has signed a waiver.
Newlyweds who want retirement accounts to
pass to family members should have the proper
documents signed after the wedding.

Estate planning – Every state has laws 
ensuring the surviving spouse receives at least 
a portion of an estate, regardless of what the 
will says.  A prenuptial agreement can override
state laws.



From the Office 
of Planned Giving

The purpose of this brochure is to provide accurate information of a 
general character only. For specific recommendations, each person

should consult his or her own qualified professional adviser.

In this newsletter, we provide help and 
information on your personal planning 
and key financial or estate issues.  Please
contact us if you want more information
about such matters – or to find out more
about the work of The Salvation Army.  
We also hope you will send for our new
publications, Preparing to Be a Surviving
Spouse and Personal Affairs Record.

The Salvation Army
Southern New England Division

Office of Planned Giving
P.O. Box 628 • Hartford, CT 06142-0628
(860) 702-0070 • Toll-Free: (888) 468-5356

Mobile: (860) 882-7101
www.salvationarmyCT.org or www.salvationarmyRI.org

Please call our office for the appropriate wording whenever
you are preparing a gift through your will, living trust, IRA or
other beneficiary designation.

Majors Dave and Eunice Champlin
Divisional Commanders

Michael Afflitto
Director of Planned Giving

michael.afflitto@use.salvationarmy.org
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Celebrating 
The Salvation Army’s 
150th Anniversary

As The Salvation Army reaches a milestone 

in 2015 with our 150th anniversary, a special 

Congress will convene in London, UK, in July

2015.  We’re excited to bring you further details

about this historic event in the summer issue of 

FRIENDS OF THE ARMY, as we prepare to 

commemorate the past, celebrate the present and 

innovate for the future of  The Salvation Army.


