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THE SALVATION ARMY SCRANTON CORPS COMMUNITY CENTER  

RECEIVES GENEROUS GRANT AT CRUCIAL TIME DURING COVID-19 GLOBAL PANDEMIC 

 

The Scranton Area Community Foundation donation will provide food for those in need  
during tough financial times  

 
SCRANTON (April 29, 2020) —The Salvation Army Scranton Corps Community Center is 

pleased to announce it has received a $15,000 grant from The Scranton Area Community 

Foundation’s NEPA COVID-19 Response Fund. The fund was recently established to provide 

immediate resources to local organizations who are providing relief to those who are 

economically impacted by COVID-19. The Salvation Army will specifically use the funds to 

provide urgently needed food for individuals, seniors and families in the Scranton Area. 

 

The $15,000 donation comes at a crucial time as unemployment soars and The Salvation Army 

feeds more people than ever. Since the health crisis began, workers have seen a steady increase 

in need, with 80% of the people they’re serving now ‘first-timers’, meaning they’ve never before 

come to The Salvation Army for help. 

 

“Because of the growing hunger crisis in the Scranton area, the need for food has increased and 

continues to grow. We’re feeding 13 times more people now than we did last month when this 

crisis began,” said Major Robert Schmig, Corps Commanding Officer at The Scranton Salvation 

Army Corps Community Center.  “This grant and the partnership with The Scranton Area 

Community Foundation is vital in keeping up with the demand that we’re seeing. We are grateful 

for the partnership and we look forward to continuing to make a difference in the lives of people 

in Scranton who are hurting.” 

 

"The Scranton Area Community Foundation worked quickly to set up the COVID-19 Response 

Fund and we have seen an outpouring from our community in the form of donations from 
businesses, foundations, and individuals. We know that the Salvation Army is providing the help 

people so desperately need during this crisis and we are grateful that the COVID-19 Response 
Fund is able to support this crucial work and the work of other essential nonprofit organizations 
in the area," shared Laura Ducceschi, President and CEO of the Scranton Area Community 

Foundation. 
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When COVID-19 first hit the area in mid-March, The Salvation Army was serving food to about 
120 individuals a week. Last week, The Army served meals to over 1600 individuals using a 
“Corps at the Door” approach. Major Schmig and his team wear masks and gloves and practice 

social distancing while distributing meals every 10 minutes outside the facility from 10 am to 4 
pm every weekday, with an hour lunch break between 12 pm and 1 pm.  

 
“We deliver to seniors and immune-compromised individuals who can’t come out to get the 
food, too. We pray with them and listen to their concerns. Across the board, outside the 

community center and outside homes, we are seeing people who are incredibly appreciative for 
the help and the food that they’re getting. We couldn’t meet all of the needs without partners like 

The Scranton Area Community Foundation,” Major Schmig remarked. 
 
About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human 
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, 
safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming 
from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, 
economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community 
centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, 
recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, 
activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

About the Scranton Area Community Foundation: 
Scranton Area Community Foundation is on a mission to enhance the quality of life for all people in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania through the development of organized philanthropy. With assets of more than 
$40 million and more than 200 charitable funds, the Scranton Area Community Foundation distributed 
over $2 million in grants and scholarships in 2019. Additionally, through its foundation management 
services offered to other private and public foundations, the Scranton Area Community Foundation 
manages assets of more than $31 million and distributed an additional $1.2 million in grants and 
scholarships in 2019 through assets under management. As a public 501c3 community foundation, the 
Scranton Area Community Foundation serves as a steward, a grantmaker, a charitable resource, and a 
catalyst for change. The Scranton Area Community Foundation leads various initiatives including 
Women in Philanthropy, the Center for Community Leadership and Nonprofit Excellence, NEPA Moves, 
and the NEPA Animal Welfare Collaborative. More information about the Scranton Area Community 
Foundation can be found at www.safdn.org. 
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