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THE SALVATION ARMY RECEIVES PHL COVID-19 FUND GRANT TO HELP MEET GROWING 

NEEDS IN COMMUNITY AMIDST HEALTH CRISIS 

 

Funding allows non-profit to continue serving the most vulnerable during pandemic 

 
PHILADELPHIA (April 21, 2020) —The Salvation Army is pleased to announce it has 

received a $50,000 grant from The PHL COVID-19 fund. The urgently needed funds will be 

used to ensure critical food distribution throughout the five-county region to those in need 

throughout Philadelphia, Montgomery, Chester, Bucks, and Delaware counties.  

With many people losing jobs due to the pandemic, The Salvation Army has experienced 

significant increases in requests for food. Since the health crisis began, The Salvation Army has 

distributed over 415,000 meals throughout the five-county region using a “Corps at the Door” 

approach at feeding sites. Workers on the frontlines wear masks, gloves and practice social 

distancing while distributing food boxes to individuals and families outside of Salvation Army 

facilities.  

The PHL COVID-19 Fund, started several weeks ago by the Philadelphia Foundation and United 

Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, has awarded millions of dollars to non-

profits to provide vital services to individuals facing wide-ranging and urgent consequences of 

the COVID-19 pandemic locally.  

“The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is taking its toll,” said Pedro Ramos, President & CEO 

of the Philadelphia Foundation. “It is touching every community, every family and every person 

in deeply personal and life-altering ways. It is critically important that nonprofits receive funding 

to address community needs now.” 

 

“We are seeing more and more people who’ve never needed help from The Salvation Army 

come to us for food during this unprecedented health crisis. As unemployment soars and the 

paychecks stop coming, people still need to be fed,” said Captain Tawny Cowen-Zanders, 

Divisional Secretary for the Greater Philadelphia Salvation Army. “We are so grateful for the 

generous donation from our partners at the PHL COVID-19 Fund. Their gift will help us 

continue to meet immediate issues of hunger within our local communities.” 

 

The PHL COVID-19 Fund rapidly provides grants to Greater Philadelphia organizations, such as 

The Salvation Army, who have a successful, proven track record of serving at-risk populations, 

including seniors, people with disabilities, those experiencing homelessness or who are 
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economically disadvantaged. The purpose of the Fund is to identify pressing needs, fill gaps, and 

remove roadblocks so the region can respond and recover as quickly as possible. 

 

About The Salvation Army: 
The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human 
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, 
safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming 
from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, 
economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community 
centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, 
recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, 
activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

About Philadelphia Foundation 

Founded in 1918, Philadelphia Foundation strengthens the economic, social and civic vitality of Greater 

Philadelphia. Philadelphia Foundation grows effective philanthropic investment, connects individuals and 

institutions across sectors and geography, and advances civic initiatives through partnerships and 

collaboration. A publicly supported foundation, the Philadelphia Foundation manages more than 1,000 

charitable funds established by its donors and makes over 1,000 grants and scholarship awards each year. 

To learn more, visit philafound.org. 

 

About United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey 

United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, serving communities in Pennsylvania’s 

Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties, and New Jersey’s Atlantic, Burlington, 

Camden, Cape May and Cumberland counties, is part of a national network of more than 1,300 locally 

governed organizations that work to create lasting positive changes in communities and in people’s lives. 

United Way fights for the health, education and financial stability of every person in every community. In 

Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey, United Way fights for youth success and family stability 

because we LIVE UNITED against intergenerational poverty. For more information about United Way of 

Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey visit www.UnitedForImpact.org.  
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