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MEDIA ADVISORY/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY 

         

THE SALVATION ARMY FOREST CITY SERVICE CENTER TO HOLD DRIVE THRU POP-

UP MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
 

Collaboration with local food bank allows Salvation Army to double efforts during COVID-19 pandemic 

and distribute food to at least 300 families today, Thursday, April 2nd  
 

WHAT: The Salvation Army Forest City (Susquehanna County, PA) Service Center is partnering with 

the CEO Weinberg Northeast Regional (a Feeding America affiliated) Food Bank to hand out boxes full 

of *non-perishables, meat, and a variety of food items to an estimated 300 families. In order to mitigate 

the spread of the Coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) and limit person-to-person contact, recipients will drive 

up and open their trunks/hatches to their vehicles. Volunteers wearing gloves and practicing safe social 

distancing will place five bags of food (while supplies last) into each vehicle.  Recipients will never leave 

their cars. Food distribution is timed out to provide critical social distancing. Ensuring the safety of those 

who depend on The Salvation Army’s programs and services, along with the safety of staff and 

volunteers, remains our utmost priority. 

 

WHEN: Thursday, April 2, 2020  

• 9:30 am – 10:30 am:  Truckloads of food will arrive from CEO Weinberg Northeast Regional (a 

Feeding America affiliated) Food Bank. Several volunteers will separate 7,500 pounds of food* 

for 300 families 

• 10:00 am – 12 noon:  Using social distancing, volunteers will pack food bags for each of the 300 

families on rows of tables throughout the parking lot (maintaining safe social distances) 

• 11:30 am – Parking lot crew setting up, including Salvation Army Emergency Disaster Services 

Trailer, Pop-up tent with table, and road traffic directional signs throughout the city block. 

• 12:30 pm -- 3:30 pm – Food will be distributed to pre-registered recipients 

• 3:30 pm -- 4 pm – Volunteers will take a break  

• 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm – Open to the community (until supplies last): Drive ups are welcome. No 

pre-registration necessary. 

WHERE: The Salvation Army Forest City Service Center’s Food Pantry (Sacred Heart Church 

Hall), 612 Hudson Street Forest City PA 18421 

WHO:  

• Michael Cipilewski, Salvation Army Service Extension Regional Manager  

• Trudy Butcher, On-Call Caseworker /Facilitator, 570-290-5643 

• CEO Weinberg Northeast Regional Food Bank (affiliated with Feeding America)   

• Forest City Police Department, for traffic control. 
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• Salvation Army Staff, including staff from neighboring Ladore Camp, Retreat & Conference 

Center 

• Salvation Army Volunteers 

• Local Forest City (Susquehanna County), PA Residents in need of food 

WHY: Needs are great now that so many people have been furloughed or have lost jobs due to COVID-

19.  The Salvation Army Forest City (Susquehanna County, PA) Service Center will do all it can to feed 

those in need in and around Forest City/Susquehanna County.  There is no quarantine from hunger. 

To help us stay on the front lines providing much-needed resources to local communities during this 

critical health crisis, Donate by Distance by mailing your contributions to: The Salvation Army - Forest City 

Service Center, (c/o Kameen Family Trust), 636 ½ Main Street, Forest City, PA 18421. Or, First National Bank 

(Eileen Lynch, Manager), 521 Main Street, Forest City, PA 18421.  For more information about the Forest City 

Service Center and Food Pantry, call 570-785-4357 or Michael Cipilewski, Regional Manager, 570-251-0207, 

Michael.Cipilewski@use.salvationarmy.org; or Trudy Butcher, 570-290-5643, On-Call Caseworker / Facilitator: 

Trudy.Butcher@use.salvationarmy.org; Or, the local Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/Forest-City-
Salvation-Army-Service-Center-105040510904801/ 

 

  

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 

whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, 

The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole 

individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 

community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. Programs and 

services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational opportunities, music 

programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug 

rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian church. Its 

message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and 

to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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