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THE SALVATION ARMY OF EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA AND DELAWARE TO JOIN GLOBAL 

‘GIVING TUESDAY NOW’ MOVEMENT 

 

The nonprofit will raise emergency funds for its Virtual Food Pantry all day on Tuesday, May 5 

to continue to meet unprecedented needs caused by COVID-19 

 
PHILADELPHIA (April 28, 2020) —The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware 

Division is joining the world in unity on Tuesday, May 5 in an emergency response to the 

unprecedented needs caused by COVID-19.  #GivingTuesdayNow, a new global day of giving, 

is intended to create a worldwide wave of generosity, civic engagement, action from businesses, 

and support for communities and nonprofits such as The Salvation Army. With unemployment 

soaring and the increasing need for food for so many in PA and DE, The Salvation Army Eastern 

Pennsylvania and Delaware Division is asking that donors contribute to its online Virtual Food 

Pantry on #GivingTuesdayNow to ensure the nonprofit can continue to purchase and distribute 

food to the most vulnerable in local communities. 

 

#GivingTuesday, started eight years ago as a grassroots movement to empower millions to give 

to their favorite causes and find common ground, occurs annually on the Tuesday between Black 

Friday and Cyber Monday. This year, #GivingTuesday will be December 1. Since everyone has 

been touched in some way by COVID-19 and financial hardships have increased as a result of 

the health crisis, #GivingTuesdayNow was born. 

 

“While many are living paycheck to paycheck during these desperate times, others are finding it 

hard to put food on the table. We are seeing more and more people coming to The Salvation 

Army for help because they don’t have basic necessities to live,” said Lt. Col. Larry Ashcraft, 

Divisional Commander, The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware Division. 

“There is no quarantine from hunger. Our Virtual Food Pantry allows caring individuals to 

safely donate online from a distance using a credit card.  The Salvation Army uses all 

contributions to feed those most in need in every local community in Eastern Pennsylvania and 

the state of Delaware. Those donations are needed now more than ever.” 

 

Since the health crisis began last month, The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania and 

Delaware Division has served more than 1.7 million meals to individuals, seniors, and families 

from all walks of life.  COVID-19 hit across all demographics and showed no mercy. Generosity, 

however, has the power to unite and heal communities in good times and in bad times. 
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On Tuesday, May 5, please donate what you can to The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania 

and Delaware Division’s online Virtual Food Pantry and help us meet our 

#GivingTuesdayNow one-day goal of providing 5,000 more meals to Pennsylvanians and 

Delawareans in need.  Without leaving home, you can go online, donate and make a big 

difference in the lives of people in your community who are struggling. The Virtual Food Pantry, 

open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at pendel.salvationarmy.org allows you to donate with just 

a click of a button.  Your gift helps The Salvation Army provide urgently needed groceries to 

people in your local community, distributed through food boxes and bags at our Corps 

Community Centers. Any donation you make stays right in your community to help those in 

greatest need.  

 

“We are seeing unprecedented needs as we serve on the front lines and provide essential 

services.  The individual stories we hear are heartbreaking. Every donation is needed. It only 

takes $30 to feed a family of four for one day, providing 12 meals for survival during these tough 

times. No one should go hungry during this pandemic or ever. Help us continue to be a beacon of 

hope to those who are really struggling,” urged Lt. Col. Ashcraft. “No act of generosity is too 

small.” 

 

If you do not want to donate by credit card for the Virtual Food Pantry, you can donate by 

check by mailing your contribution to The Salvation Army Eastern Pennsylvania & Delaware 

Divisional Headquarters, 701 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19123.  

 

All donations for the Virtual Food Pantry will be tracked by ZIP code and used in the community 

where it originates. 

 

We are grateful for the many corporate and foundation sponsors who have contributed to our 

online Virtual Food Pantry and welcome more. All corporate gift offers should be submitted to 

Stephen Brown at stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org. 

 

About The Salvation Army: 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a faith-based, comprehensive human 
service organization whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, 
safer and more productive lives. Since 1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming 
from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the whole individual – physically, emotionally, 
economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code through 48 community 
centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, 
recreational opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, 
activities for older adults, spiritual development, and drug rehabilitation.  

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
https://pendel.salvationarmy.org/
mailto:stephen.brown@use.salvationarmy.org
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Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. 
Its mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without 
discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

About the Virtual Food Pantry: 
Due to unprecedented needs as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, The Salvation Army of 

Pennsylvania and Delaware Division created the Virtual Food Pantry on April 6, 2020 to help 

ensure that children, seniors, and people in your community have enough to eat during the health 

crisis. COVID-19 has closed schools and community centers, creating a gap in meals for 

children. Working families who live paycheck to paycheck are experiencing unprecedented 

hardships, with little or no income to support themselves or their loved ones. There is no 

quarantine from hunger.  
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