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VOLUNTEERS -- THE ARMY BEHIND THE SALVATION ARMY 

 

Celebrating National Salvation Army Week, May 10-17, 2020, by honoring volunteers 
 

Philadelphia, PA. (May 14, 2020) –National Salvation Army Week, May 10 -17, 2020, is an 
opportunity to celebrate our volunteers whose dedication and compassion enable us to serve those in 

need. As the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak is felt around the world, volunteers bring hope and help 
to their neighbors in the midst of this unprecedented health crisis, and are truly the army behind The 
Salvation Army.  

  
Ed McCabe has been volunteering at The Salvation Army Glenmoore, Pennsylvania Food Pantry for 

over ten years. "About 12 years ago, the company I worked for downsized and I found myself out of a 
job. I was in need of food assistance, and someone told me about The Salvation Army food pantry in 
Glenmoore," Ed explained. "At that time it was a real lifesaver. It was such a good experience that after 

my circumstances improved, I wanted to pay it back. I wanted to still be a part of it, but on the other 
side, helping others. It was a very important support for me, and I felt strongly about wanting to do that 

for other folks."  
 
Ed helps pack and distribute the food during the weekly food distribution. As a senior, he said he feels 

comfortable volunteering during the pandemic. "The Salvation Army has taken a great number of 
precautions to make sure we are protected. Everything is done while wearing gloves and masks, 

practicing social distancing. There has been a definite plan to keep everyone safe since the pandemic 
began." 
 

The Glenmoore Food Pantry is a 100% volunteer-run operation. "The only pay we get is the 
appreciation and thanks from the people we serve, and that's really the reason we are doing it," Ed 

remarked.   
 
Ginny Griffith, 71, has been volunteering at The Salvation Army Glenmoore Food Pantry for 16 years.   

She said she volunteers because she loves to do things for other people. "I wanted to volunteer for The 
Salvation Army because they assisted my family at a time when we were in need. I wanted to give back 

to the organization that helped us." Ginny realizes working in a pandemic is not an ideal situation for 
seniors, but feels strongly about the need to do it. "It is something that has to be done, so we are here," 
she said.  

 
Tammy Walters and her family have been volunteering for many years at both The Salvation Army 

Milton Corps and Sunbury Corps. "It's a way we can give back and help. We may not be able to afford 
to help financially, but we can help in other ways," Tammy said.  
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Tammy's father, who has experience driving commercial vehicles, has been delivering food in a 
refrigerated truck to several Salvation Army Corps in the local area. Tammy and her children have been 
helping to pack and distribute boxes.  

 
Tammy explained that gloves, masks, and hand sanitizer have been provided to all volunteers. She said 

everyone who comes to pick up a food box has been very supportive by wearing a mask and  keeping at 
least 6 feet away. She and her family enjoy their work as volunteers. "We are helping where we can and 
serving," Tammy continued. "That's part of our way of showing God's love." 

 
When Carolyn Phillips retired, she was looking for something meaningful to do. Volunteering to help 

others proved to be a worthwhile activity. Carolyn has been volunteering at The Salvation Army 
Boyertown Corps for over three years.  She helps with distributing food and preparing lunches. The 
hours she puts in as a volunteer have more than doubled since the pandemic started, due to a large 

increase in the number of people requesting food assistance. However, she doesn't mind putting in the 
extra time. "I enjoy working with the people at the Corps.  Lt. Joe and Lt. Becky are great to work with," 

said Carolyn. 
 
The Salvation Army is grateful to have faithful volunteers and to be a part of so much caring and 

compassion, especially at a time when we all need each other the most. 
 

The Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 
unsettling time. In honor of National Salvation Army Week, May 10-17, 2020, please consider giving to 
The Salvation Army by donating here: The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry. 

 
### 

 
The Salvation Army Glenmoore Food Pantry, 570 Fairview Road, Glenmoore, PA  19343, will hold a drive-through food 
distribution at 10:30 am on Friday, May 15. Boxes full of dry food products, fresh produce, baked goods/bread, and more 

will be distributed to an estimated 80 families. The Glenmoore Food Pantry, in operation for 16 years on a weekly basis 
each Friday morning, typically receives donations from Wegmans, Wawa, Olive Garden, Auntie Anne’s, and the Chester 
County Food Bank. In order to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and limit person-to-person contact, recipients will drive up 
and open their trunks/hatches to their vehicles. Volunteers wearing gloves and practicing safe social distancing will place 

boxes of food (while supplies last) into each vehicle.  Recipients will never leave their cars, ensuring the safety of those who 
depend on The Salvation Army’s services, our staff and volunteers. 

 

 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware  is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 

whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic  approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 

through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Phi ladelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
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Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 
church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 

 

http://www.salvationarmypa.org/

