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“WE COULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT THEM” 

 

Civil Air Patrol helps The Salvation Army Lebanon Corps pack boxes of food to distribute  
to those in need during the pandemic 

 
Lebanon, PA. (May 29, 2020) – With over a thousand boxes of food leaving The Salvation Army 

Lebanon Corps warehouse five days a week, Lieutenant Marlon Rodriguez desperately needed help with 
assembling and packing the boxes. 
 

The warehouse serves as a food distribution center for 11 Salvation Army Corps, who come to pick up 
food to give out in their local area. “We were in great need of volunteers to help assemble boxes and 

pack food. We have 1,200 boxes going out each weekday. We did not have the manpower to get that 
done,” explained Lt. Marlon, who is the Corps Commanding Officer along with his wife, Lieutenant 
Ivonne.   

 
When the Civil Air Patrol called and offered their services, the lieutenants didn’t know what to expect . 

“We didn't know the amount of help they could give,” said Lt. Marlon. “We were expecting maybe two 
or three people. When they arrived for the first time with a group of about 25 young people, all dressed 
in their military uniforms and wearing masks, they were ready to go. ‘You just tell us what to do,’ they 

said.”  
 

Lt. Marlon marveled at how quickly the group worked. “What we were doing in four hours, these kids 
did in an hour and a half! We could not have done it without them. They were so organized and ready 
for the task.” 

 
“We were impressed,” said Lt. Ivonne. “They were doing it so fast! It is a blessing. I love it.” 

 
Bill Bishop, the volunteer coordinator of the food distribution, agrees. “Today, they stacked the pallets 
and cleaned the entire building, getting everything ready for tomorrow. Anything we need, they do. 

They are doing a great job.” 
 

The cadets, who range in age from 12 to 18 years old, are coming from Civil Air Patrol squadrons based 
in Lebanon, Harrisburg, Reading, and York. The Civil Air Patrol, an auxiliary of the US Air Force, is a 
public service organization that carries out emergency service missions when needed. Its cadet program 

aims to transform youth into leaders through a curriculum that focuses on leadership, aerospace, fitness, 
and character. 

 
Lt. Marlon explained how the cadets work together to get the job done. "They come one day and 
assemble the boxes. They have two assembly lines. One cadet gets the box, the next cadet turns it over, 

and so on down the line until the box is put together and ready to go. Then the next day, they come back 
and pack the food into the boxes.”  
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Lt. Marlon has some insight into what motivates the young people to continue volunteering for this 
arduous task. “These kids have been quarantined in their homes all this time. They were supposed to be 

in the Memorial Day Parade, but that was canceled. They want to go out and help. The Salvation Army 
is providing the venue for them to safely work and contribute, six feet apart with masks on.” 

 
Lt. Marlon shared another compelling reason for the cadets to come back. “Every day, my wife and a 
volunteer have been making home-cooked meals for them. The squadron leaders thank us each day for 

the hospitality. They are very grateful.” 
 

“They’ve given us their time,” said Lt. Ivonne. “They need to eat lunch. I try to make it fresh and 
healthy so everyone can enjoy it. We’ve been making pasta, sandwiches, and empanadas to give them a 
little touch of Spanish food. They loved the empanadas.”  

 
Lt. Ivonne didn’t stop with just lunch. “I made a dessert. I baked a chocolate cake, cut it in half, put ice 

cream in the middle, put the other half on top, and then put it in the freezer. After it was frozen, we cut it 
in pieces and had ice cream sandwich cake. It was delicious! They enjoyed it. I am happy they are here 
helping us. I just wanted to be gracious because we feel blessed to have the help.” 

 
Lieutenant Andy Harner, the Civil Air Patrol officer who is coordinating the volunteer effort remarked, 

“These cadets are amazing. They are very happy and eager to help, especially now when they have been 
stuck in the house for the last two months. Some of the kids are driving from York to The Salvation 
Army Lebanon Corps for two hours of work.” Lt. Harner said so many cadets had signed up to help that 

he had to turn some of the cadets away.  
 

Lt. Ivonne’s delicious home-cooked meals were a topic of conversation during the cadets’ virtual 
meeting with their senior officer last week. “The kids said the food is really good. They were joking that 
I missed out on the ribs and potatoes the other day at The Salvation Army,” Lt. Harner said good -

naturedly. 
 

The Salvation Army is praying for peace, comfort, and healing for all our communities during this very 
unsettling time. To give to The Salvation Army, please go to The Salvation Army Virtual Food Pantry.  
 

### 
 
Click CIVIL AIR PATROL PICTURES to access pictures of the Civil Air Patrol helping.  
Photo credit for picture 1 is Lt. Marlon Rodriguez.  

Photo credit for all other pictures is Charlene Stoudt. 
  
 
About The Salvation Army:   

 

The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware  is a faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 

whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 
1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 
whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 

https://give.salvationarmy.org/campaign/the-salvation-army-epa-virtual-food-pantry/c279830
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1a6hDwtb2dkOZGEOtbN9Jd04KNqo9Fw93&data=02%7C01%7CGwen.Owens%40use.salvationarmy.org%7C891c994e9ef946aa438108d803eef3dc%7C7f723060ac5c4464a3895f2bed4b4773%7C0%7C0%7C637263672111025686&sdata=0vd21jrzAXx1MxE7jMWbJ%2FW39qIq98XSLYI67wAEP5s%3D&reserved=0
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through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia and Delaware. 
Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood dev elopment, recreational 
opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 
development, and drug rehabilitation.  

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 

church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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