
Contact:  

Eileen Lippman 

Public Information Officer 

 The Salvation Army of Eastern PA & Delaware 

      C: 267-738-8702 

Eileen.Lippman@USE.SalvationArmy.org 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

 
 
May 1, 2020 

 
FOSTER FAMILIES COPE DURING A PANDEMIC 

 

 The Salvation Army Foster Care & Adoption Services is providing support to foster families and 
children during this unprecedented health crisis 

 

Lehigh Valley, PA (May 1, 2020) – Long before the coronavirus spread throughout the Lehigh Valley, 

it was often challenging to find a foster family ready to open their home to a child in need. Adding a 

pandemic into the situation only escalates that challenge.   

 

"Foster parents are on the front line every day caring for kids from traumatic backgrounds," said Flo 

Rhue, Director of Children's Services at The Salvation Army Foster Care & Adoption Services.  "We are 

fortunate to have one family in Lehigh County that is prepared to take in a child who has been exposed 

to or tested positive for COVID-19. We are waiting to see if the county has a referral for a child in that 

predicament." 

 

Children waiting to be adopted or reunited with their birth families are in limbo right now because most 

court hearings have been postponed. However, the pandemic hasn't postponed the urgent need for foster 

families. "We are continuing to recruit families, giving parents the opportunity to do online training," 

said Flo. "We are still able to license families so they can provide foster care."   

 

Children in foster care usually see their birth family in person regularly but now, since that is not 

possible due to the pandemic, they are "visiting" their family virtually. "It's been difficult," Flo 

continued, "but we've been able to utilize technology to help families stay connected with their kids." 

 

"Kelly," (name changed for privacy) along with her husband and four children, recently welcomed into 

their home a medically fragile infant referred by The Salvation Army Foster Care & Adoption Services. 

“I have some health care experience, and they gave me instructions at the hospital on how to handle the 

baby’s medical issues,” Kelly said. “It’s been awesome. He is such a happy little kid, even with 

everything he’s gone through.” 

 

Kelly and her family have been fostering children for six years. “We all get attached to the children,” 

she said. “I think you would be doing a disservice to the kids if you didn’t. If you didn’t get attached, 

you would really put up some walls as far as being able to give them the affection, support, and love that 

they need during a very uncertain time when they are away from their family. When they go back to 
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their families, it is a loss. We kind of bear that heartache so they don’t have to bear so much on their 

own.”  

 

The baby’s biological parents are struggling with substance abuse and homelessness but are making 

progress towards self-sufficiency. “It is a joy when you see parents working hard towards meeting their 

goals, even though the odds are stacked against them - she is a teenage mom who was raised in foster 

care herself,” Kelly said. “We are blessed to see growth in the biological families.”  

 

Each year in May, to celebrate National Foster Care Month, The Salvation Army Foster Care & 

Adoption Services holds their only fundraiser - the Rock N’ Run,  a 5K, 10K and Kids’ Fun Run - to 

raise funds and awareness for the thousands of children in foster care or waiting for adoption in 

Pennsylvania. This year, due to the pandemic, it’s going to have a different look. 

 

“Since we can’t put on the Rock N’ Run in person this year, we decided to put it up on a virtual 

platform,” said Flo. “Participants can complete a 5K or 10K during the month of May at a place of their 

choosing, then upload a photo of themselves to the Rock N’ Run Facebook page, and they will receive a 

t-shirt and certificate.” 

 

The Salvation Army is committed to offering hope and help to the children and families impacted by 

foster care and adoption, throughout this pandemic and beyond.  

 

 

### 
 

About The Salvation Army:  

 
The Salvation Army of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware is a  faith-based, comprehensive human service organization 

whose programs help individuals, families and whole communities lead healthier, safer and more productive lives. Since 

1879, The Army has held a record of accomplishment stemming from its holistic approach to providing for the needs of the 

whole individual – physically, emotionally, economically and spiritually. The Army’s programming serves every zip code 

through 48 community centers and a network of volunteers throughout Eastern Pennsylvania, Philadelphia  and Delaware. 

Programs and services historically include: shelter, hot meals, counseling, early childhood development, recreational 

opportunities, music programs, after-school arts and educational programs, job training, activities for older adults, spiritual 

development, and drug rehabilitation. 

Mission Statement: The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical part of the universal Christian 

church. Its message is based on the Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to preach the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination. 

For more information, please visit www.SalvationArmyPA.org 
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