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While our red kettles and bells are iconic at 

Christmastime and the airwaves resonate in 

February with the joyful banter of individual donors and 

corporate executives supporting the annual Bed & Bread 

Club Radiothon, The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit works 

throughout the community year ‘round.

It’s the generosity of this giving community that funds the 

wide range of programs and services The Salvation Army of 

Metro Detroit provides. And though the number of meals 

served and nights of shelter provided are measurable, it’s the 

countless number of smiles and hugs we receive from those 

we help that are often more valuable and meaningful to the 

tireless staff and volunteers, wonderful donors and generous 

corporate sponsors of The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit.

Without the ongoing financial and volunteer support of 

Quicken Loans, the Detroit Red Wings, Bank of America, 

Garden Fresh Gourmet, Ford Motor Company and Huntington 

National Bank, just to name a few, we couldn’t provide wide 

ranging programs and services to our neighbors in need. 

They have been instrumental in our work here in Metro 

Detroit and they are truly Doing the Most Good.

In these pages I am excited to showcase a number of 

programs that we offer to enhance the lives of those we 

serve, like our character building program for boys and 

girls, Pathway of Hope Social Services Program, the camping 

experiences at Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center, daily 

offerings through our corps community centers, Emergency 

Disaster Services and more. 

This annual report reflects the most recent audited financial 

statements regarding The Salvation Army’s positive work in 

Metro Detroit. Each number represents an individual who 

received a nutritious meal, a warm night of shelter, or other 

assistance in a time of need. 

The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit remains dedicated in our 

fight to give hope to those in need by providing programs and 

services that we administer with open hearts. Thanks to your 

kindness, The Salvation Army will continue to put a smile on 

a child’s face and a warm meal on a family’s table. Thank you 

for giving hope and making an impact on our community.

Blessings,

Major Mark Anderson
General Secretary &
Metro Detroit Area Commander

MAJOR MARK ANDERSON
General Secretary & Metro Detroit Area Commander



GOODBYE HELLO
Colonels Dennis & Sharon Strissel
Retire After 46 Years of Service

Lieutenant Colonels
John & Theresa Turner

On Oct. 1, 2014, Colonel Dennis L. R. Strissel, Divisional Commander of The Salvation 

Army Eastern Michigan Division, and his wife, Colonel Sharon Strissel, entered 

retirement after more than 46 years of pastoral and administrative service to the 

organization. 

Since 2011, Colonels Dennis and Sharon have championed and strengthened a number 

of social service programs, including introducing the national Pathway of Hope programs 

into corps community centers, as well as establishing a daytime homeless drop-in center 

through Christ Church, Detroit. 

Prior to coming to Detroit, Colonel Dennis L. R. Strissel served as the Territorial 

Commander and Colonel Sharon Strissel served as Territorial President for Women’s 

Ministries for Ghana Territory. The Strissels also served as divisional leaders in St. Louis 

and Indianapolis. 

Lieutenant Colonel John E. Turner succeeds Colonel Dennis L. R. Strissel as Divisional 

Commander and his wife, Lieutenant Colonel Theresa, is Divisional Director of 

Women’s Ministries. 

Lieutenant Colonels John and Theresa have been commissioned Salvation Army officers 

for more than 26 years.  This is a bit of a homecoming as Lieutenant Colonel John E. 

Turner previously served as General Secretary and Metro Detroit Area Commander for 

The Salvation Army Eastern Michigan Division. Most recently, they served as divisional 

leaders of The Salvation Army Indiana Division. Their other appointments include 

leadership positions in Niles, Michigan, Chicago, Illinois, Kansas City, Missouri and 

Champaign, Illinois.

*Colonel Dennis L. R. Strissel with Quicken Loans volunteers at Acres of Hope *Left to Right: Colonel Sharon Strissel, Commissioner Silvia Cox, General André Cox, Colonel Dennis L. R. Strissel *A Bed & Bread truck serves Detroiters *Left to Right: Commissioner Silvia Cox, then Majors Theresa & John Turner, General André Cox
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In 2013, The Salvation Army was involved in providing 

Metro Detroiters in need with 3,377,846 meals or 

9,254 meals per day.

In 2013, The Salvation Army was involved in providing 

Metro Detroiters in need with 807,418 nights of shelter 

or 2,212 people sheltered each night.

The Salvation Army has more than 40 centers of service 

in Metro Detroit. We actively collaborate with other 

social service agencies to ensure we meet our clients’ 

full range of needs.

The Salvation Army is one of the most trusted human 

service organizations and is committed to Doing the 

Most Good with your contributions of money, time 

and resources - $.85 of every dollar goes directly to 

programming/services.

Getting back on track:

“When I was struggling to overcome life’s challenges, 

The Salvation Army helped guide me down a positive 

path for my future. I’m able to provide for myself and 

my family because of The Salvation Army’s generosity 

and kindness.”

Suddenly homeless:

“I had nowhere to turn. The Salvation Army welcomed 

me with open arms. Not only did I have a warm place to 

stay at night, The Salvation Army gave me the resources 

to find a permanent place to live. Thank God for The 

Salvation Army.”

Finding faith:

“I lost everything: my job, my family and my relationship 

with God. With The Salvation Army’s assistance, I was 

able to get my life back. I reconnected with my wife and 

more  importantly, I developed a new relationship with 

God.”

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Fiscal Year Ending
September 30, 2013

By The Numbers In Their Own WordsConsider Your Gift

Sales to the Public
$57,601,779.00

Contributions
$20,934,826.00

Government Fees
$11,206,673.00

Miscellaneous
$8,785,824.07

Program Fees
$2,007,545.00

United Way
$524,302.00

REVENUE

$101,060,949.07
Total Revenue

57% 21%

8.5%
2%0.5%

11%

Substance Abuse & 
Emergency
$58,146,649.00

Residential Services
$17,998,117.00

Management/
General

$7,599,927.00

Fundraising
$5,077,445.00

Corps Community 
Centers

$5,302,868.00

Echo Grove Camp
$1,187,728.00

EXPENSES

$95,312,734.00
Total Expenses

18%

8%

6%
6% 1%

61%

$1,000

$10

$25

$50

$75

$120

Helps to feed one person
for a month.

Helps provide one coat to keep
a child warm.

Assists with services such as meals, 
lodging, transportation and clothing 
for a family victimized by fire.

Provides life skills and parenting 
classes for a new father and mother.

Helps feed one person for
an entire year.

Provides one month of transitional 
housing, counseling and meals for
a homeless family.

*Total Revenue Includes Southeast Michigan and
Romulus Adult Rehabilitation Center surplus of $5,423,640
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RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN
2013 Meets & Exceeds Highest Goal
In Metro Detroit History

The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit exceeded the 

highest fundraising goal in Metro Detroit Red 

Kettle campaign history, raising $8,866,941 in its 2013 

fundraising campaign. 

Supporters also contributed in-kind gifts of more than 

$700,000 throughout the Christmas season, including 

winter coats, hats and gloves, toys, and canned goods 

and other food items.

Ken Holland, General Manager of the Detroit Red Wings 

served as Honorary Red Kettle Co-Chair for his eighth 

consecutive year. Joining him was Bill Emerson, CEO of 

Quicken Loans, for a third time. 

Among the major corporate partners whose 

contributions helped in the success of the 2013 Red 

Kettle Campaign: 

Quicken Loans
Participated in a noontime “Metal in the Kettle” bell 

ringing competition as part of The Salvation Army’s 

Paint the City Red festivities. Quicken Loans executives 

Bill Emerson, CEO; Mike Lyon, vice president of 

operations; Joel Gurman, vice president of mortgage 

banking and Jeff Eisenshtadt, CEO of Title Source rang 

bells and raised more than $27,000 during this one-

hour fundraising competition. Overall, the organization 

donated more than $75,000 toward the Red Kettle 

Campaign and provided access to countless Quicken 

Loans team members who volunteered throughout the 

holiday season.

Delphi Automotive
Sponsored a Thanksgiving Day feast, through a $10,000 

donation, for clients at The Salvation Army Harbor Light 

corps community center. 

Detroit Red Wings
Partnered for a consecutive eighth year with The 

Salvation Army for “Red Wings for Red Kettles” and held 

a bell ringing competition between Detroit Red Wings 

Executive Vice President and General Manager Ken 

Holland and Head Coach Mike Babcock and player duos, 

including Justin Abdelkader and Darren Helm, Brendan 

Smith and Gustav Nyquist, and Jonas Gustavsson and 

Stephen Weiss, raising nearly $13,000 in two hours. The 

hockey team also hosted red kettles during four home 

games.

Bank of America
Supported 10,000 “Bountiful Boxes” through a $50,000 

donation for holiday food boxes that offered ingredients 

for diverse meal options to individuals and families 

across Metro Detroit. The boxes were packed by dozens 

of volunteers, including Bank of America employees.

London Chop House
Hosted a sing-a-long luncheon which raised nearly 

$40,000 during the two-hour event. The songfest was 

organized by longtime Salvation Army supporters Tom 

and Diane Schoenith and London Chop House owners 

Ellena, Nico and Maria Gatzaros.

Uber
Held a one-day mobile toy drive, picking up more than 

750 new, unwrapped toys from local businesses that 

were distributed to Detroit children through Salvation 

Army toy shops.

104.3 WOMC
Hosted a two-day Santa’s Toy Castle live broadcast 

event, in partnership with ACO Hardware, that collected 

more than 10,000 toys to distribute to children in need.

Royal Park Hotel
Raised nearly $3,000 through community-supported 

efforts, such as commemorative “brick” sales for the 

giant gingerbread house that graced the hotel’s lobby. 

The hotel also donated $1 for every dessert sold in its 

restaurants during the holiday season.

Flagstar Bank
Supported the Red Kettle Campaign through its 

MiFriend-MiCharity Referral Program which donated 

$25,000 to The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit. The 

Michigan-based bank also encouraged customers to 

donate through red kettles and angel trees in its 111 

Michigan branches.

The Achatz Food Businesses
Collected and delivered more than 2,000 coats to keep 

men, women and children warm last winter.

More than $1.3 million alone was raised by bell ringers 

throughout the holiday season at red kettles stationed 

outside Kroger storefronts. Other red kettle locations 

that contributed to the Red Kettle campaign goal 

included Emagine Theaters, Sam’s Club, Vince & Joe’s 

and Walmart.

“Metal in the Kettle”
*Left to Right: Roary, Paws, Mike Lyons - Quicken Loans, VP/Operations

“Red Wings for Red Kettles”
*Left to Right: GM Ken Holland, Jeff Beachum - The Salvation Army, Coach Mike Babcock

“Bountiful Boxes”
*Volunteers prepare food boxes for Metro Detroiters

*Quicken Loans volunteers reveal record breaking Red Kettle Campaign total
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BED & BREAD CLUB
Radiothon Raises $1,188,236
To Fight Hunger & Homelessness

The Salvation Army’s 27th annual Bed & Bread Club Radiothon gave hope to 

thousands of people who are being fed for an entire year thanks to the $1,188,236 

raised during the marathon 16-hour event held on News/Talk 760 WJR-AM. 

This past June, an additional estate gift enhanced the Bed & Bread Radiothon budget 

by $314,000. The Salvation Army is grateful to this donor, and friends alike who leave 

such bequests in their estate plans, for helping to ensure we can continue meeting the 

hunger and shelter needs of Metro Detroiters.

For the fourth year in a row, The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit partnered with WJR 

and its on-air personalities Paul W. Smith, Frank Beckmann, Steve Courtney and Ken 

Rogulski for the fundraising campaign – the program’s primary source of financial 

support. 

Bed & Bread Club Chairman and retired Detroit radio Hall of Famer Dick Purtan 

returned to the airwaves to host a four hour segment during the marathon broadcast. 

Contributing to the final tote were a number of generous donations from corporate 

sponsors throughout the day, including:

The Ford Motor Company Fund
The Ford Motor Company Fund generously donated $100,000, of which $50,000 is 

being used to purchase a brand new Bed & Bread truck.

Garden Fresh Gourmet
Bed & Bread tote board sponsors, Garden Fresh Gourmet, presented a matching gift 

of $35,000. The company supports the Bed & Bread program year-round, including 

hosting the annual Shield on the Field celebrity softball game.

Other Friends of The Salvation Army
Several significant presentations that were also made throughout the 16-hour 

Radiothon include The Salvation Army Metropolitan Detroit Advisory Board, Toyota 

Motor Sales USA, Inc., Michigan Financial Companies, the Dick and Gail Purtan Family 

Foundation, NAI Farbman, The Farbman Group and Hitachi Business Finance, Edsel 

and Cynthia Ford, ITC Holdings Corp., Pat Moran, Gannett, and Pat Milliken Ford.

16 Hour
Radiothon

 6  A . M .  -  1 0  P . M . 

5,000+
Meals Served Daily

600+
Sheltered Nightly

$1,188,236
Radiothon

Grand Total

*Left to Right: Paul W. Smith, Janet Lawson, Major Mark Anderson *Left to Right: Vic Faust, Alicia Smith, JoAnne Purtan (WXYZ-TV)*Crowds gather to support the 27th Annual Bed & Bread Club Radiothon

*Left to Right: Dick Purtan, Jackie Purtan *Left to Right: John Latella, Major Mark Anderson,
   Jack Aronson, Annette Aronson

Big Al Muskavito, Jackie 
Purtan and Dick Purtan 
pose with a fan.
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SECRET SANTAS
Gerri and Mike Buckles Inspire 
Others to Give Hope

It is no secret that Detroit is struggling to heal from the wounds of its past. With a city 

trying to emerge from bankruptcy and more than 42 percent of its residents living in 

poverty, it’s difficult. But, it’s amazing how one Metro Detroit couple has touched lives 

with an annual Christmas tradition 19 years in the making.

In 1995, at the request of their young son, Gerri and Mike Buckles of Beverly Hills, 

Michigan began volunteering on The Salvation Army’s Bed & Bread mobile food truck 

serving meals to the homeless population of Detroit. Many years later, the tradition has 

morphed and grown to become an annual Christmas Eve event, as they distribute items 

donated by family, friends and colleagues from all across the country.

Through their network, the Buckles have collected hand made knit hats, gently used 

coats, and other warm clothing to help a small fraction of Detroit’s homeless survive the 

cold Midwestern winter. Friends and family donate basic toiletries that most of us take 

for granted. They collect canned goods for those who may not eat three meals a day. 

Small toys, such as books and stuffed animals, are purchased with monetary donations. 

It truly does “take a village” to help those in need.

The Buckles spend the Christmas season filling 550 specially created bags with items 

for the men, women and children who visit the Bed & Bread trucks for a meal. They 

spend the month of December in a flurry organizing enough bags to fill three SUVs. 

On Christmas Eve, the Buckles arrive at The Salvation Army’s Acres of Hope Campus 

in Detroit for an all-day adventure. They travel behind one truck for an entire route, 

handing out bags to less-fortunate individuals receiving meals. At each stop, the Buckles 

are greeted by children with high anticipation and hope of what surprises their new 

friends will share. Well-mannered little boys and girls line up patiently, and excitedly 

run home carrying their gift bags. The Buckles hear “Merry Christmas” multiple times 

throughout the day and are reminded of the warm smiles.

Seeing the Buckles’ impact on the city of Detroit, a young Michigan State University 

student joined the effort last year to give those in need a little something extra for 

Christmas. Jordan Yagiela, 20, of Farmington Hills, Michigan began creating her own bags 

to distribute. The first year following the Buckles’ formula, Yagiela reached out to family, 

friends and classmates for similar donations. 

Yagiela successfully gathered enough items to create 187 bags last Christmas to fill her 

car to the brim. She enlisted her sister and boyfriend to help distribute the bags along a 

different Bed & Bread truck route. Yagiela plans to make this a Christmas tradition of her 

own and wants to recruit others in her rewarding adventure.

The Buckles and Yagiela are well into planning their travel alongside The Salvation Army’s 

Bed & Bread trucks once again this holiday season.

42%
LIVING IN POVERTY

WITHIN DETROIT
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Network, Kevette received approval for a two bedroom townhouse and was able to move in the day before 

Thanksgiving.

“I broke down and cried tears of joy,” said Kevette. “The best part was being able to move in right before the 

holidays.”

Kevette will never forget her time spent at The Salvation Army and how her case worker helped her achieve her goals. 

“The Salvation Army gives you what you need. They gave me the motivation to be on my own,” said Kevette. 

“Blessings have been poured upon me and I will never forget the kindness of The Salvation Army.”

KEVETTE’S STORY
Perseverance, Hard Work
And Faith Paid Off

Kevette Bender has always been employed. As young as the age of 12, she worked 

at local carnivals for a little extra spending money. She also understood the 

importance of giving back to the community and began volunteering at the age of 14. 

By the time she was 16, Kevette was earning a regular paycheck working at various 

retail stores.  She had her first son at the age of 20 and three years later, little Nathan 

had a brother, Keith.

She worked hard to provide for her two young sons. But, at the age of 25, she lost her 

job and her home was foreclosed. This was a different experience for Kevette. Being 

unemployed and homeless was something she wasn’t used to. She called upon her 

inner strength to get through these tough times. 

“I had to swallow my pride and do what was best for me and my sons,” said Kevette. 

Kevette prioritized what she needed to do first: find temporary housing. 

Kevette found The Salvation Army MATTS Shelter (Macomb’s Answer to Temporary

Shelter) located in Warren, Michigan. The Salvation Army provided Kevette, Nathan 

and Keith with a warm, safe place to stay. They received three nutritious meals a 

day and a place to lay their heads at night. Kevette attended parents’ meetings and 

demonstrated to others what it meant to be a good mother. In her spare time, she 

used her creativity to decorate the MATTS day care center with whimsical drawings for 

others to enjoy. 

During the day, The Salvation Army day care program took care of Nathan and Keith 

while Kevette searched for a job. Kevette knew that without a job, she wouldn’t be able 

to create a stable home for her boys. Her job search paid off when she landed not one, 

but two jobs to support her family. She began work as a seasonal employee at a major 

retailer and as a server for a local catering company.

Shortly after arriving at MATTS, the staff honored Kevette as Superstar of the Week 

for being a hard worker and achieving her goals. She met with her case worker on a 

regular basis to help her achieve her final goal: find a place for her and her children 

to call home. Her case worker gave Kevette a list of affordable housing options and 

helped her with the paperwork.

The months of searching for a home paid off. Through the Community Housing 

The Salvation Army gives you what you need. They gave me the motivation to be on my own. Blessings have been poured upon me 

and I will never forget the kindness of The Salvation Army.”

For more stories like Kevette’s, visit www.salmich.org/stories

A NEW CHAPTER
Southfield School of Music

It’s been one year since The Salvation Army began renovating the hallways of the Southfield Music School.
Thanks to generous donations, the following renovations are well under way:

 
• Installing recording equipment and gear such as microphones, a computer and control board
• Replacing flooring throughout the school 
• Adding acoustic treatments on the wall
• Constructing a piano lab with nine pianos and a technology lab with 10 laptop computers,

as well as outfitting both labs with SMART boards
• Purchasing 30 cornets
• Converting a classroom into a dance studio with mirrors and a wood floor
• An open house is planned for fall 2014 and programs began this past September
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CORPS COMMUNITY CENTERS
The Salvation Army
At Work in Your Community

The Salvation Army corps community centers are led by Salvation Army officers 

who are dedicated to addressing the community’s needs and tending to the 

physical and spiritual well-being of all those within their reach. Each corps community 

center is a place of worship, offering help for those in need and enrichment programs 

for the community. 

The Salvation Army Eastern Michigan Division has 13 corps community centers 

throughout Metro Detroit to serve those in need. Essential programs like after-

school programs and day camps provide children a safe, fun environment to work 

on homework and build relationships with their peers. Critical social services provide 

families a hand up with food, shelter and utility assistance.

Here is a look at how The Salvation Army serves the unique needs of several Metro 

Detroit communities:

Character Building Programs

Partnering with Huntington National Bank, The Salvation Army 
Detroit Harding Corps Community Center strives to ensure 
children have a basic financial understanding that they can 
take with them into adulthood. 

As part of its after-school program, ‘Huntington National 
Bank Night’ is designed and taught by Huntington National 
Bank employees. The financial literacy program began 
in September 2013 and is held quarterly throughout the 
school year. A total of 50 kids have participated in the age-
appropriate financial lessons to date, learning about interest 
rates, budgeting, balancing a checkbook, money math and 
more.

Each lesson is designed to teach children the fundamentals 
of finance in a fun and unique way. During the lesson, each 
child receives ‘Huntington bucks’ which they can either spend 
at a specially-created store at The Salvation Army or deposit 
for interest until the end of the school year, at which time they 
receive a Meijer gift card. 

‘Huntington National Bank Night’ is continuing to reinforce 
financial literacy curriculum at Detroit Harding this current 
school year. The Salvation Army of Pontiac Corps Community 
Center is also incorporating ‘Huntington National Bank Night’ 
into its after-school program.

Each Salvation Army corps community center offers character 
building programs for youth. These programs provide 
opportunities for young people to develop their character 
through exploring different activities, experiencing new things 
and learning how to work together as a group. Programs are 
available for preschoolers through high school seniors:

• The Moonbeams program is for girls and boys in 
Pre-K and kindergarten. The goal of Moonbeams 
is to promote physical, mental, spiritual and social 
development.

• The Sunbeams (girls) and Explorers (boys) programs 
are for children in 1st – 5th grade. Each member 
develops positive social and communication habits, 
decision making skills, character and leadership traits, 
and a sense of personal identity through a Biblical 
world view. 

• The Girl Guards (girls) and Rangers (boys) programs 
provide opportunities for boys and girls in 6th – 12th 
grades, allowing each to grow spiritually, mentally, 
physically and socially while giving them the 
opportunity to help the world around them.

A study published in the Journal of Adolescence reveals that 
youth who engage in character building programs are less 
likely to engage in risky behavior patterns and more likely to 
thrive. The children are more likely to do well in school, be 
civic minded and value diversity. They are less likely to drink 
alcohol, abuse drugs and be violent towards others.

The Salvation Army character building programs help develop 
a youngster’s unique individuality and personal strength. 
They shape the lives of children to impact the adults they will 
become.

Financial Literacy: Detroit Harding

Summer Day Camp

Youth Basketball League

For many area youth, the thrill of summer vacation quickly 
turns to boredom when options for summer fun run out. 
Parents are left scrambling to find activities to keep their 
children entertained. The Salvation Army recognizes families’ 
needs to provide their kids with structure, social activity, 
camaraderie and fun during the summer months and offers 
day camps as a solution. 

Each summer, Salvation Army corps community centers 
throughout the Eastern Michigan Division host summer day 
camps for kids from 4 to 15 years old. Day camp provides an 
appropriate outlet for kids to join their peers in releasing pent 
up energy and offers parents a breather. 

From June through August, campers are invited to enjoy such 
activities as arts and crafts, Bible lessons, cooking, dancing 
and music, field trips, pottery and swimming, as well as 
recreational and social activities. Each day offers something 
different. 

Many campers also enjoy delicious and nutritious meals and 
snacks courtesy of the Michigan Department of Education’s 
Summer Food Service Program, which ensures children get 
the nutrition they need to learn, play and grow through the 
summer months.

The Dearborn Heights Citadel promotes teamwork, exercise 
and friendly competition through its Biddy Basketball 
program. 

The eight-week program welcomed nearly 45 kids from 6 
to 10 years old to the Dearborn Heights Citadel for weekly 
practice and games on Saturdays. 

Through the guidance and tutorship of youth ministries and 
volunteer coaches, Biddy Basketball introduces our youth 
athletes to sports while teaching them valuable life-lessons 
about sportsmanship, goal-setting and teamwork. 

The program offers sports in an organized environment 

and ensures the youngsters are exposed to a wholesome 
experience that’s guided by the values of The Salvation Army.
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PATHWAY OF HOPE
Social Service Program
Helps Metro Detroiters Reach Their Goals

The Salvation Army Pathway of Hope program is helping me achieve my goals,” 

said Tialie Simpson. 

The Pathway of Hope program was introduced in Metro Detroit to help people identify 

and achieve their goals. Rather than one-time assistance, Pathway of Hope was 

established to be a full-circle program, where caseworkers help people realize their 

interests and identify a timeline to achieve their goals. 

Last fall, Tialie Simpson was desperate for change. An injury stemming from an auto 

accident left her unable to work and put added strain on her financial well-being. 

Eventually, the mother of three was unable to pay her utility bills and keep the lights on 

at their home. 

“My lights were off for about three weeks,” said Simpson. “I knew I needed help with my 

utilities in order to provide a safe home for my children to grow up in.”   

Her breaking point was separating from her children because she couldn’t bear to see 

them living in such poor conditions. Simpson was looking for a way out when a friend 

referred her to The Salvation Army. 

“I’m just trying to keep my children going down the right path,” said Simpson. 

Simpson called The Salvation Army and was referred to Shirley Vincent, a caseworker at 

the Detroit Harbor Light System, who recommended her for Pathway of Hope. 

“I talked with Ms. Vincent, who helped with the immediate assistance I needed to turn 

the power back on but started me on a path to a full recovery,” said Simpson. 

That first meeting wouldn’t be their last. Vincent listened to Simpson’s struggles, 

discussed her plans for the future, helped her identify her goals and set a timeline to 

gauge her progress. Vincent encouraged Simpson to build her résumé and eventually 

helped her land a job with AmeriCorps. With a steady income, Simpson has been able to 

stay current on her bills and keep her family together. 

The Salvation Army has helped Simpson plan for the long-term, in which she hopes 

to settle her existing student loan debt and finish her associate degree, followed by a 

bachelor’s degree in business. 

“The Salvation Army has and continues to help me overcome barriers that other 

programs just don’t address,” said Simpson. “Ms. Vincent has helped me re-focus on my 

goals and become self-sufficient.” 

As Simpson attests, Pathway of Hope helps identify the source of an individual and 

their family’s struggles rather than only providing immediate assistance for surface-

lying issues.  The program maps out a personalized action plan, encourages families to 

stay on track by charting progress, includes a six-month assessment to determine next 

steps and helps people look forward to the future by adjusting goals and celebrating 

successes. 

“The Salvation Army provided me nice clothes to wear for an interview,” said Simpson. “I 

couldn’t help but cry tears of joy when they showed up with the clothes. I was touched 

by the support Ms. Vincent and The Salvation Army showed me.” 

Through the Pathway of Hope program, families in need experience a sense of 

community and are introduced to a host of resources such as job training, health 

services, child care and education, housing solutions, legal services and more. 

“The Salvation Army and Ms. Vincent have been supportive every step of the way and 

have made me feel safe,” said Simpson. “I can’t stress how blessed I feel knowing there 

are people who care and understand the challenges I’m facing.” 

It’s been a little more than six months since Tialie Simpson entered the Pathway of Hope 

program and she continues to progress toward her goals. Eventually, with the skills 

and support she’s received, Simpson hopes to help other families in crisis get the help 

they need and encourage mothers, fathers and children to stay together. But Simpson 

understands that’s a long-term goal she can accomplish if she continues down the path 

she’s set for herself.  For now, she wants to maintain her job, pay down her debt and 

continue her education – one step at a time. 

When asked if she feels she’s finally where she needs to be she responded, “I’m getting 

there and I have hope for my family as I continue on my journey.” 

The Salvation Army and Ms. Vincent have been supportive every step of the way and have made me feel safe, I can’t stress how blessed

I feel knowing there are people who care and understand the challenges I’m facing.”

“

To learn more about the Pathway of Hope program, visit:

www.salmich.org/PathwayofHope
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GREAT OUTDOORS
Adventure & Activities at
Echo Grove Camp & Retreat Center

Memories made at camp last a lifetime, and Brandis is excited to share her experiences 

with the younger campers. She cheers on the campers as they build their confidence and 

learn invaluable lessons. For Brandis and the other campers she works with, this is the 

highlight of their summer.

Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center offers various experiences for 
children and adults of all ages:

• Character Building Camps allow the opportunity for young people who are part 

of the Sunbeams, Girl Guards and Adventure Corps programs to earn emblems 

and study Bible lessons.

• Day Camp gives Salvation Army corps community center children the 

opportunity to explore the great outdoors. 

• Family Camp is for financially impoverished families with children ages 12 and 

under.

• KIDZ Camp is for boys and girls ages 7-12 years old with a focus on activities, 

Bible lessons and relationship building. 

• Music Camp is for children ages 9-18 with an interest in music. The focus is 

primarily on The Salvation Army tradition of brass banding and choir, while 

also encouraging guitar, drama, dance and other artistic means of praise and 

worship.

• Music Conservatory Camp is a small camp serving teens in The Salvation Army 

with a specialized interest in developing their musical talents.

• Older Adult Camp is for adults over 55 that allows them a place of fellowship, 

relaxation and renewal in nature’s setting.

• Sports Camp concentrates on sports activities for children ages 8-12.

• Teen Camp is for boys and girls ages 13-17 years. 

• Visually Impaired Camp is a social service camp for individuals who are visually 

impaired and their families.
• On average, Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center welcomes more than 2,000 

campers throughout the year.

Stepping off the bus for the first time on the grounds of Echo Grove Camp and Retreat 

Center in Leonard, Michigan, Brandis Ardis’ world expanded beyond what she knew 

of the hot, gritty streets of Detroit. Here, she would experience a childhood and leave her 

adult responsibilities behind for a while. She would have a 188-acre playground that would 

allow her to enjoy many outdoor activities that she never experienced in Detroit.

Since 1921, Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center has been providing outdoor 

opportunities to children in need throughout Michigan. Children of all ages can swim, 

be active and flex their creative muscles with dozens of activities. Set against nature’s 

backdrop, they can swim, play sports and be a kid.  

For Brandis, and the thousands of other children who visit Echo Grove every year, the 

dedicated staff and counselors greet them with love and a smile. During the summer, 

Echo Grove has 75 employees that are trained to develop relationships with the campers 

and give them an experience of a lifetime. 

After many years of being a camper, Brandis continued her adventure into young 

adulthood as a camp counselor. Learning the ropes of Echo Grove, she began as an arts 

and crafts counselor and then found herself in the Journey Program. This discipleship 

program gives college students a chance to work part-time in a camp setting while 

learning valuable life skills such as leadership, cooking, relationship building, financial 

management and interpersonal communication. 

VISIT
WWW.ECHOGROVE.ORG
FOR MORE INFO  ABOUT

ECHO GROVE CAMP AND RETREAT CENTER

*Low rope team building activity at Echo Grove Camp and Retreat Center
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TO THE RESCUE
The Salvation Army
Emergency Disaster Services

A fifth generation Salvationist, Eastern 

Michigan Division’s Emergency 

Disaster Services (EDS) Director Chuck 

McDougall has been involved with 

The Salvation Army for his entire life. 

McDougall and his wife, Holly, attend 

church at the Dearborn Heights Citadel, 

while his four adult daughters worship at 

various corps across the division. 

Since joining EDS in 2011, McDougall 

coordinates The Salvation Army’s response 

to local, national and even international 

emergencies, although travel outside the 

country is rare. Most often, one of Eastern 

Michigan Division’s 12 canteens can be 

spotted at the scene of local emergencies, 

such as fires, power outages, accidents 

and natural disasters.

“We respond to emergencies and offer 

assistance to first responders and victims 

of emergencies,” said McDougall. “One 

of our big priorities is getting the first 

responders hydrated, but we also provide 

a hot cup of coffee or chocolate, snacks 

and emotional and spiritual care.” 

EDS canteen trucks are often spotted 

on local newscasts with volunteers 

distributing coffee and water, but 

McDougall reminds EDS offers much 

more.

“What many people don’t realize is that 

when a canteen arrives on the scene 

it provides such necessities as socks 

for victims forced outside by a fire, a 

warm refuge for firefighters in sub-zero 

temperatures and even vouchers families 

can take to thrift stores to get essential 

clothes when all theirs are lost,” said 

McDougall. 

VISIT
WWW.SALMICH.ORG/DISASTERSERVICES

FOR THE ENTIRE INTERVIEW WITH MCDOUGALL
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The Salvation Army of Metro Detroit has been strengthening the community since 1887 through critical social services and a wide 

variety of programs that help our neighbors in need. The combined talent and resources of our partnerships with the advisory 

board, volunteers, officers and staff, corporate sponsors and individual donors ensures that we continue that legacy throughout the 

neighborhoods we serve. 

As I enter my second year as advisory board chair, I continue to develop those partnerships that support The Salvation Army’s wonderful 

work. While it’s been more of a journey than a destination, the Board’s focus remains on creating positive progress in our communities. 

Our combined creativity allows us to enhance the good work that The Salvation Army does. The annual Red Kettle fundraising campaign is 

still our signature fundraising effort, but we accomplish amazing things year ‘round through our community partnerships with individuals 

and corporations, such as Dick Purtan, News/Talk 760 WJR-AM, Garden Fresh Gourmet, and Bank of America, to name a few. 

The leadership provided by The Salvation Army’s retired divisional leaders, Colonels Dennis and Sharon Strissel and new leaders 

Lieutenant Colonels John and Theresa Turner, along with Majors Mark and Susan Anderson, is instrumental in motivating what we do as a 

board. Their leadership guides us in cultivating relationships within the communities in which we live, work and serve. 

I am honored to continue my affiliation with The Salvation Army and such an energized group of civic, philanthropic and business leaders. 

I invite you to join me in working alongside this amazing organization as we strengthen our community one program and service at a time. 

Sincerely,

Scott Wolffis
Chair 
Metro Detroit Advisory Board

SCOTT WOLFFIS
Metro Detroit Advisory Board Chair

LEADERSHIP TEAM

ADVISORY BOARD

2014 – 2015

2014 – 2015

LT. COLONEL JOHN E. TURNER
Divisional Commander

LT. COLONEL THERESA TURNER
Director of Women’s Ministries

MAJOR MARK ANDERSON
General Secretary &
Metro Detroit Area Commander

MAJOR SUSAN ANDERSON
Women’s Ministries Secretary

MAJOR RUSSELL SJÖGREN
Divisional Secretary for Business

MAJOR JAN SJÖGREN
Divisional Secretary for Program

MAJOR JIMMY WILSON
Men’s Ministries Secretary &
Correctional Services Director

MAJOR MARY WILSON
Community Care Ministries Secretary & 
Older Adult Ministries Director

CAPTAIN JEFF EDDY
Divisional Youth Secretary

CAPTAIN ERIN EDDY
Divisional Youth and Candidates’ Secretary

CAPTAIN DEBORAH WINKLER
Divisional Moral and Ethical Issues Secretary

JEFFREY BEACHUM
Chief Philanthropic Director

JOHN HALE
Chief Operations Director of Development

CHRISTINA GALLOP
Director of Public Events, Corporate 
Relations, Grants & Foundations

CHRISTINA HOLMAN
Director of Integrated Marketing

WALLY SAVAGE
Director of Personal Giving

DONALD CZAPLICKI
Director of Social Services

MARCIE RASHIDI
Project Manager – Housing & Homeless 
Program

RUSSELL DOBNEY
Finance Manager

MARCIA BLACK
Executive Director of Human Resources

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN ADULT 
REHABILITATION CENTER

MERLE R. & CHERYL D. MILLER
Administrators

MAJOR LINDA MITCHELL
Assistant Administrator
Women’s Programs

LIEUTENANT JANE POLCYN
Chaplain

SCOTT WOLFFIS
CHAIR
Huntington National Bank

JOHN J. LATELLA
FIRST VICE CHAIR
Garden Fresh Gourmet

GARY MAROWSKE
SECOND VICE CHAIR
Flame Heating, Cooling,
Plumbing & Electrical

TERESA DEBASTIANI 
TREASURER 
Bank of America

SANDRA KIRTLEY CAMPBELL 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR

MAJOR MARK ANDERSON
General Secretary &
Metro Detroit Area Commander

JACK ARONSON 
Garden Fresh Gourmet

DALE AND DR. DONALD AUSTIN 
Donald C. Austin, M.D., P.C. 

HON. ALISHA BELL
Wayne County Commissioner

JOHN BELOW
Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki, P.C.

DEREK BROWN 
Quorum Commercial

ROBERT N. BROWN 
Univ. of Detroit Mercy Law School

BURTON W. CARLSON, JR. 

GEORGE A. CLARK, JR.
PNC Wealth Management

JIM COSLOW

JIM CUNNINGHAM

ANGELA CUSMANO 
Dahring|Cusmano Investment 
Professionals

TOBY DAHM 
Hitachi Business Finance

EDWARD DEEB 
Michigan Youth Appreciation Foundation 

WILLIAM ERKEN
Deloitte

ROBERT B. FAIR, JR.

ROLLO G. A. FISHER

MARY M. FOWLIE 
Flagstar Bank 

PETER H. FRANKLIN
Standard Register Healthcare

GEOFFREY GALLINGER
Butzel Long

MEL HAGGOOD 
Nevar Property Management & Investments

BARBARA JEAN JOHNSON
Tireman Conference and Banquet Center

TAMARA JONES
The Skillman Foundation

W. BRUCE KNIGHT 
AdvoMAS/Knight & Firth, P.C. 

PATRICK MANSFIELD
Mansfield Consulting Group

RONALD MARCINELLI
Retired, Comerica Bank

KEITH MAYER

MERLE R. MILLER
Southeast Michigan
Adult Rehabilitation Center

TOM O’BRIEN
News/Talk 760 WJR AM

MICHAEL SHAWN O’ROURKE
Amerisure Insurance

DANIEL E. PONDER
Franco Public Relations Group

BARBARA POPOV
Metro Detroit Women’s Auxiliary

DICK PURTAN

JOHN (JACK) P. RAY

PERCY RICHARDSON
Great Lakes Benefit Group

STEVEN H. RIGA
Morgan Stanley

THOMAS F. ROST
R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral Homes

MARIA SALINAS
Congress of Communities

JEFF SANGSTER
Kotz, Sangster, Wysocki, P.C.

ERROL SERVICE
E.C.S. Partnership – McDonald’s

BRIAN SIMMONS
Baker Tilly

DAVID G. STRACHAN 
Chrysler Group LLC

JEAN STACHURA

RICHARD J. STROWGER 

DR. KURT E. TECH
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KURT O. TECH 

DAVID M. THOMS 
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SUZANNE THORNTON
DTE Energy
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Detroit Tigers Corporation

JIMM WHITE 
White Financial, LLC
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Rehabilitation Services
Recovery programs and work therapy 
for alcohol and drug addicted men and 
women, legal aid assistance and long-
term support for continued sobriety.

Shelters
Emergency housing for men, women and 
children and warming shelters during 
the bitterly cold winter months.

Compassion
Visitation and spiritual support for 
patients in hospitals, rest homes and 
other shut-ins.

Disaster Services
First responders to fires, natural 
disasters and emergency situations with 
food, blankets, clothing, counseling and 
communications.

Correctional Services
Prison visitation and support for 
offenders re-entering life’s mainstream 
as productive, self-respecting citizens.

Corps  Community Centers
Neighborhood facilities offering 
corporate worship, fellowship, 
education/recreation activities and 
casework services.

Family Services
Pastoral counseling, care for shut-ins, 
the disabled, troubled families and 
others in need.

Character Building Programs
Christian education and character 
building programs to teach spiritual 
values and life skills for less fortunate 
and at-risk youth.

Women’s Services
Provides opportunities for women 
in worship, education, service and 
fellowship.

Day Camping
Seasonal learning experiences that 
provide children with opportunities to 
enjoy the outdoors, organized group 
activities and Vacation Bible School.

Older Adult
Outreach ministries to senior citizens 
providing fellowship, recreation, 
education and spiritual support.

Afterschool
Dedicated times for tutoring, games and 
activities, including: crafts, dance, music 
and sports for school-aged children.

Early Childhood Development
Day care, pre-school and Head Start 
programs to benefit working families 
with limited access to child care.

Service Extension
Extending The Salvation Army’s reach to 
communities which are not large enough 
to support a corps community center.

Music
Music instruction, performance groups 
and participation in community events 
with brass bands, guitar classes and 
choirs.

Nutrition
Feeding and food pantry programs to 
provide meals for hungry people of all 
ages, including the Bed & Bread Club 
mobile feeding program.

MINISTRIES LOCATIONS
Programs & Services Centers of Operation

In Metro Detroit

Adult
Rehabilitation
Centers

The Salvation Army Southeast 
Michigan Adult Rehabilitation 

Centers (ARC) are an integral part of  
The Salvation Army’s mission. The 
facilities offer substance-abusing 
men and women the opportunity 
to rebuild their lives through a 
voluntary, short-term residential 
self-help program designed to 

establish a sense of dignity, self-
esteem and personal strength that 
allows them to resist the desire 
to abuse a substance and regain 
their rightful place as contributing 
members of society.  The ARC has 
two facilities in Southeast Michigan, 
including the Men’s Rehabilitation 
Center in Detroit and the Women’s 

Rehabilitation Center in Romulus.  
Completely self-funded, the ARC 
draws its entire operating budget 
from the revenue of the 34 
Salvation Army Thrift Stores located 
in Southeast Michigan.

Eastern Michigan
Divisional Headquarters
16130 Northland Dr.
Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 443-5500

FILIPINO FELLOWSHIP
(Refer to Above)

Southeast Michigan
Adult Rehabilitation Centers

DETROIT CAMPUS
1627 West Fort St. 
Detroit, MI 48216
(313) 965-7760

WOMEN’S CAMPUS
5931 Middlebelt Rd.
Romulus, MI 48174
(734) 729-3939

Harbor Light System

ACRES OF HOPE DETROIT
3737 Lawton 
Detroit, MI 48208
(313) 361-6136

MACOMB CAMPUS
42590 Stepnitz
Clinton Township, MI 48036
(586) 954-1838

MONROE CAMPUS
3250 N. Monroe St.
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 384-3402

Dearborn Heights
Corps Community Center
26700 W. Warren Ave.  
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127
(313) 563-4457

Denby Center
20775 Pembroke Ave. 
Detroit, MI 48219
(313) 537-2130

Detroit Grandale
Corps Community Center
11325 Montrose Ave.
Detroit, MI 48227
(313) 835-3736

Detroit Harding
Corps Community Center
3735 Harding Ave.
Detroit, MI 48214
(313) 822-2800

Detroit Temple
Corps Community Center
3729 W. Chicago Rd.
Detroit, MI 48206
(313) 897-2914

Downriver | Wyandotte
Corps Community Center
1258 Biddle Ave.
Wyandotte, MI 48192
(734) 282-0930

Farmington Hills
Corps Community Center
27500 Shiawassee  
Farmington Hills, MI 48336
(248) 477-1153

Mount Clemens
Corps Community Center
55 Church St.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
(586) 469-6712

Plymouth
Corps Community Center
9451 S.  Main St.
Plymouth, MI 48170
(734) 453-5464

Pontiac Corps & 
Wallace E. Holland
Community Center
469 Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd. S.   
Pontiac, MI 48342
(248) 334-2407

Royal Oak
Corps Community Center
3015 N. Main St. 
Royal Oak, MI 48073
(248) 585-5600

Warren
Corps Community Center
24140 Mound Rd.
Warren, MI 48091
(586) 754-7400

Wayne | Westland
Corps Community Center
2300 Venoy
Westland, MI 48186
(734) 722-3660
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The Salvation Army | Eastern Michigan Division

16130 Northland Drive

Southfield, MI 48071

1-877-SALMICH

WWW.SALMICH.ORG

GIVE
HOPE

THE SALVATION ARMY, AN INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT, IS AN 

EVANGELICAL PART OF THE UNIVERSAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH. ITS MESSAGE 

IS BASED ON THE BIBLE. ITS MINISTRY IS MOTIVATED BY THE LOVE OF GOD. 

ITS MISSION IS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AND TO MEET 

HUMAN NEEDS IN HIS NAME WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION.


