
It was an exciting day as staff, supporters and volunteers 

gathered in celebration of Jamie K’s success and becom-

ing the first Traverse city Pathway of Hope program  

graduate!   

 

Through Pathway of Hope, Jamie K succeeded in over-

coming the loss of her job, 

her home, her everything 

when she was diagnosed 

with stage 3 breast cancer. 

As a single mother with no 

income or child support 

she was in a fight for sur-

vival. Over the 13 months 

she benefited from many 

services at the Traverse 

City Corps including pantry, holiday assistance, youth and 

camp opportunities for her daughter. Jamie’s progress 

demonstrates the positive power of having someone to 

turn to, faith, access to many corps programs and commu-

nity referrals – that together help weave a stronger path to 

success and survival.   

 

With no income or child support, Jamie and her daughter 

couch surfed until a friend opened their door and heart and 

suggested that she come to - continued on page 2              

POH Recognizes First Graduate!  

L-R: Captain Dawn Russell, Jamie K, Pathway of Hope 

graduate, Amy Peterson, Pathway of Hope Case Manager 

and Captain Jeff Russell.  

“I am stronger,  

happier and at peace!  

I have accomplished 

more than I thought I 

could.” 

 

Jamie K 

HOPE. One word that touches all lives. Without it, 

the smallest of challenges become insurmountable. With 

it, a family can transform its future for the better. Hope 

changes everything.  

 

Hope appears when a single mother receives the help she 

needs to obtain childcare, giving her the time to pursue her 

GED. Hope drapes over the shoulders of a job seeker 

when she finds the assistance to secure a suit for an up-

coming job interview. Hope arrives in the form of an af-

fordable apartment, when a family receives support to 

move out of their car and into a stable place to call home. 

 

Pathway of Hope allows us to work hand-in-hand with 

motivated families to propel them away from chronic, in-

tergenerational poverty and toward a path to self-

sufficiency.  

 

The Salvation Army Traverse City has committed to tak-

ing a new approach to ending inter-generational poverty 

when people come through our doors seeking emergency 

assistance for their crisis situations. Meeting the needs of 

the poor has been the mission of The Salvation Army 

Traverse City for 123 years; but now, Pathway of Hope 

(POH) is shifting our strategy from "meeting needs" to 

"solving" the root causes of intergenerational poverty. The 

Pathway of Hope case management resource implements a 

new approach designed  - continued on page 2 

For I know the plans I have for you," declares 

the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  

– Jeremiah, 29:11NIV 



the Salvation Army for assistance. Weak and frail from chemotherapy, radiation and many surgeries she turned to The Salva-

tion Army in November 2015 - first for fresh food from the community shelf, then the food pantry and Christmas Assistance. 

 

In January 2016, Jamie registered for the Pathway of Hope program after being asked by the receptionist if she had heard about 

the program. “It was an enjoyment to register for Pathway of Hope! It has been a comfort – because, when I ask a question I 

get answered with more than I anticipated! There is so much support here – I can’t name it all, it comes from many directions! 

I considered the program a priority side by side with my medical appointments. It was that important and the support unreal!” 

Jamie explained.  

                                                                    

“The Pathway of Hope program has shown me that I am not alone. The program and my case managers gave me the confi-

dence to go on! I know there is help and hope. Having someone who supported me emotionally through my journey and goals 

is important. It feels good to have someone believe in me.”  

 

One of the most powerful things that Jamie shared was that at The Salvation Army she 

was able to feed on positivity and not pain pills and medications. This was the one place 

that focused on her– not issuing a prescription.   

 

Through the support of disability benefits, Jamie and her daughter are now in their own 

home. She tackled her initial goals of budgeting and how to handle her resources to max-

imize them, as well as having her personal affairs settled and getting a pro-bono Attorney 

to draw up Power of Attorneys in the event of another crisis. As Jamie graduates from 

the program her future goals are firmly in her grasp as she prepared for her GED test. 

From there she strives to become CENA (Competency-Evaluated Nursing Assistant) cer-

tified, where she can use her compassion and understanding to help others.  

 

“The Salvation Army also does so much for the kids. The support went beyond me - my 

daughter has been involved in The Salvation Army youth programs and camp. It has 

been a positive experience for her as well and she has made some wonderful new friends. POH was also able to assist me with 

some of her educational needs. I look at her…she is always excited and excited to see my excitement after meetings. It opens 

up conversations of help and hope. We are supportive and positive of each other,” said Jamie. 

 

 “So many things went wrong during my illness. I questioned if it was the end. My faith was so important through it all. There 

were days on end that I did not see anyone but God through my prayers. Today I am much more positive in my everyday life. 

My anxieties and migraines have dropped dramatically. I am stronger, happier and at peace! I have accomplished more than I 

thought I could. 

 

It has been amazing to be surrounded with positivity! It is another reason to be here! Good things happen! Being part of the 

Pathway of Hope program was the right choice! I don’t know where I would be if the receptionist had not asked me if I was 

interested in the program!  

 

To anyone else interested in Pathway of Hope – I will tell you - it is the right place to be if you want to move forward and have 

the support to give you options! This is the place to be!” 

 

 “Jamie has been such a pleasure to work with. She is such a positive, bright person. Jamie is someone who is always willing to 

help anyone in need without thinking twice about it. She has gone through so much yet has never thought about giving up and 

has worked hard to be where she is today, says POH Case Manager Amy Peterson. She always faces a challenge head on and 

comes out ahead. Anyone who has the pleasure to know Jamie is very blessed. I look forward to all the success her future 

holds.” 

 “To anyone else interested 

in Pathway of Hope – I  

will tell you - it is the right 

place to be if you want to 

move forward and have the 

support to give you options! 

This is the place to be!” 

 

Jamie K 

Pathway of Hope continued from page 1 

 

to break the cycles of crisis and vulnerability of poor families with children and put them on a trajectory toward social and  

economic sufficiency. 

 

POH is anchored in a strengths-based, long term, more intensive case management approach that engages and empowers  

families to take action, set goals, and overcome their barriers to self-sufficiency. A key element of the approach is building a 

network of community supports around each family because it takes more than one case manager to help lift a family out of 

poverty. 



Innovation and Collaboration  - Unlike other programs, Pathway 

of Hope is not about cookie-cutter outcomes. Families in the pro-

gram begin a pathway that focuses on possibilities rather than prob-

lems, empowering them to identify and develop strengths to reach 

their goals and dreams. Goals that have an impact to not only bring 

stability to the parents through increased resources, knowledge, 

education, employment, etc. but the ability to strengthen all aspects 

of the family unit and break the inter-generational cycle of poverty.   

 

What is different about POH? All families experiencing poverty are 

welcome to participate - not just while they are in a specific com-

munity program (example - guest at The Goodwill Inn, receiving 

addiction services, etc.), our youth and camp programs allow the 

children to be involved, explore and experience opportunities they 

may not be able to through inclusion and scholarships, spiritual care 

and guidance is also available.  

 

As a core program element, community collaboration has been at 

the center of Pathway of Hope from the beginning. POH creates a 

one-stop access point that enables families to become connected 

with the continuum of resources that The Salvation Army has to 

offer as well as the resources available in the broader community. 

Our social service team members actively participate in area contin-

uum of care social service collaborative meetings, family strength-

ening groups as well as community/neighborhood initiatives to de-

velop partnerships, resources and an understanding of communities 

changing needs.  

 

In Grand Traverse County, 13.5 % of chil-

dren lived in poverty in 2014, an 18 percent increase 

from nine years ago. In Leelanau County, 15 % 

of children lived in poverty, a 39%  increase over six 

years. *Source Michigan League of Public Policy 2016  

 

In Grand Traverse County, 29% of children 

live in single family homes. In Leelanau County 

25% of children live in single family homes. Source: 

CountyHealthRankings.org 2016. 

    

According to U.S. Census data, the U.S. poverty rate is 

14.8 % of the population, or 46.7 million people. For 

families with a single female head of household, the 

poverty rate jumps to 30.6%. Right now, 21.1% of all 

the children in the U.S. are growing up in poverty. Re-

cent research conclusively shows that poverty is the sin-

gle greatest threat to children's wellbeing in both the 

short and long terms. Economically disadvantaged chil-

dren are two times more likely to be without a high 

school diploma. Being poor at birth strongly predicts 

future poverty status.  

 

The harsh reality is that most persons, who grow up in 

poverty, remain in poverty without some positive out-

side influence/assistance.  For example, children 

raised in poverty households are 32 times 

as likely to continue in poverty as adults and 

thereby perpetuate intergenerational poverty.  

 

Lack of hope for a better future is common in house-

holds experiencing crushing poverty. Energy is spent on 

survival - POH is that positive outside influence that can 

help families develop skills and support to escape.  

Poverty and Impact  

in our Community 

Our Youth and Summer Camp programs  

embrace and strengthen families by bridging  

opportunities for the whole family to grow.   



CONNECT WITH US: 

Community Center 

1239 Barlow St,  

Traverse City, MI 49686 

231.946.4644  

Monday  -  Friday: 9am - 4pm 

 

Church and Sunday School 

1239 Barlow St., Traverse City 

Sunday School     9:30am  

Church Service  11:00am 

 

Retail and Donation Center  

1225 W. South Airport Rd., Traverse City  

FOLLOW US: 

Website: www.satraversecity.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/satraversecity 

Twitter: SA_TraverseCity  

 

 

MISSION: Our mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ 

and to meet human needs in His name without discrimination.  

Join the Path – Walk with Us 

 

In order to maintain Pathway of Hope we need your support  to 

raise the funds critical to the success of this innovative and 

transformational approach to breaking the cycle of intergenera-

tional poverty without sacrificing our other basic and critical 

needs programs. 

 

With your support, the Army can help local families achieve 

hope, stability and financial self-sufficiency.  Partners includ-

ing The Campbell Endowment at the Grand Traverse Regional 

Community Foundation, Cherryland Cares, Wal-Mart, an area 

family who has established a Pathway of Hope Hometown  

Endowment and individual supporters have chosen to walk 

with us and our client families on the Pathway of Hope. With 

each step, we build momentum for a movement to eliminate 

poverty not only here in our community but across the U.S. 

We believe in providing hope for those who need it most and, 

in turn, hope that you will join us on this path. Be one of us - 

reaching out to those who are committed to helping themselves 

help their children live happier lives with brighter futures. 

 

As we continue our journey down the Pathway of Hope, the 

words of our founder, William Booth, echo through the years 

and commit us to our cause: “While women weep, as they do 

now, I'll fight; While little children go hungry, as they do now, 

I'll fight; While men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as 

they do now, I'll fight; While there is a drunkard left, while 

there is a poor lost girl upon the streets, While there remains 

one dark soul without the light of God, I'll fight - I'll fight to 

the very end!” 

 

One step at a time we will help families realize they are not 

alone, their goals, their dreams and opportunities for brighter 

more stable futures.  

 

Short Term Goals  
 

Identify families in crisis  

Reducing Vulnerabilities and Barriers - Assessment  

Reducing Vulnerabilities and Barriers and Increasing Stability            

 - Action Planning  

 

Long Term Goals  
Increasing Stability - Follow Up and Community Resources  

Achieving Sufficiency - Transition   

 

We know that poverty is deeply embedded, and it's going to 

take a long time for people to change and we are committed to 

walking alongside families who desire to end the cycle of inter-

generational poverty. Our POH Case manager works with each 

family one on one...one step at a time! The Pathway of Hope 

approach is working— we need your help as we grow the pro-

gram on a local level and work to demonstrate strong, long term 

outcomes and evidence of impact and change the trajectory of a 

child headed for a life of poverty. 

 

The length of time families are in the program is individually 

based on their needs and barriers to self-sufficiency. Some 

may be able to move forward in a matter of months and some 

up to two years.  

Building Pathways of Hope  

One Step at a Time  

 Experiences Shared by POH Families 
 

Lauren H - “POH helps me see all my 

strengths. It gives me hope for my future and 

someone to listen and set and achieve goals.”   

 

Molly W- “POH and Case Manager, Amy are 

very empowering and uplifting. Both build self 

confidence, personal resourcefulness and self-

reliance.”  

 

Mellissa D - “It is great to have someone to talk 

to that will listen and not judge. Amy gives me 

great problem solving ideas. I have grown more 

confident in my budgeting. I’m optimistic about 

my future! ”   

For more information or to 

discuss how you can support 

Pathway of Hope call  

Ruth Blick,  

Director of Community  

Resource Development at  

231-946-4644.    


