NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2014

Thomas Village Baptist Church

“ HERE’S YOUR SIGN ”
John 4:48 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you
people see signs and wonders, you will by no
means believe.”

The Pastor’s Pen

When I read the passage of scripture said and done. Two thousand years ago, God
above, I know Jesus was talking to the people gave us a sign, if you will. 1Corinthians
following him, but I also believe he is talking to 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishour generation as well. Whether it’s predicting ness to those who are perishing, but to us
the weather, planting crops, deciding why some- who are being saved it is the power of God.
thing happened, or making a serious choice in This sign is where our Lord Jesus Christ
life, we live in a generation where people are suffered and died so we could spend eternity
looking for some kind of sign so they can get in heaven. Even to this day, the cross is foolapproval for their actions. This not only happens ishness to most. We as Christians need to
in the things mentioned above, but also in exalt not just the sign of the cross, but the
people’s religious beliefs. When people hear of a message behind it. God promised in his
miraculous healing their belief goes up. If they
hear of a drug addict or an alcoholic who was
radically changed by God, their belief goes up.
When things like this are not going on, people
become complacent. They start looking towards
the world for excitement. Sunday night church
becomes Sunday night football. Wednesday night
bible study becomes made it over hump day and

Word that another sign coming. The first
sign was for redemption sake, the next will
be restoration of our Lord’s kingdom.
Matthew 24:30 Then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of

heaven with power and great glory.
Sunday school becomes an extra hour of sleep.
In this generation of sign seekers, there is
Blessings, Pastor Buddy
only one sign that will matter when everything is
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Worship Schedule
SUNDAY
Sunday School

9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

6:00 p.m.

AWANA

5:00-7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Youth Groups

7:00 p.m.

Justin and Ashley
Carter welcomed
their first born on
August 15.
Owen Lee Carter
weighed 7 lbs and
14 oz.
Grandparents are
Don and Jane
Carter.

Deacons
Paul Arwood

431-2666

Otis Bowen

431-2622

Don Carter

431-2342

Scott Jerrell

940-1261

Kay Jessee

431-2751

Frank Pennington

423-579-2918

Phillip Smith

431-2757

Contact Us
CHURCH:

276-431-4101

Parker
Blake
Qualls was born
June 16 to Joe and
Courtney Qualls.

WEB PAGE: www.tvbcva.org
Grandparents
PASTOR Buddy Osborne
Email: buddyosborne@charter.net
5650 Orebank Road, Kingsport, TN 37664
423-306-1999 (cell)

are

Keith and Jessica
Roach.
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S U N DAY SC H O OL P E RFE C T AT T E NDA N C E

PAIRS & SPARES

September 2014
Pauline Berry
Jay Jessee
Tony McGee
Phillip Smith
Doug Warren

WOMEN

Debbie Aistrop
Linda Arwood
Phyllis Baker
Mozelle Carter
Vivian Gilbert
Sabrina Holland
Sharon Holland
Ruby Keck
Judy Legg
Cecelia Pennington
Ruth Rhoton
Hazel Stanley
Wilma Jean Tomlinson
Wilma Williams

LIFE LESSONS

Anna Carter
Betty Miller
Nancy Rhoton
Mardi Stewart
Shirley Wells
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S U N DAY SC H O OL P E RFE C T AT T E NDA N C E

MEN

September 2014
Paul Arwood
Roy Baker
Otis Bowen
Don Carter
Jay Keck
Kent Lawson
Larry Prevatte
Keith Roach

YOUNG COUPLES

Wendy Chambers
Allison Jerrell
Scott Jerrell

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS

Frank Pennington

YOUTH-BOYS

Wayne Bledsoe
Jake Boyd
Jeremy Carter
Zach Hammonds
Trey Pennington

YOUTH-GIRLS

Santana Adams
Kayla Chambers
Amy Hass
Merri Hunter
Bethany McGee
Connie Smith
Emily Ward
Haley Woods
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Misty
Sam
Kaitlyn

Osborne
Wheeler
Flanary

10/8
10/9
10/10

Maximus
Shirley
Ruth

Miller
Wells
Rhoton

10/10
10/10
10/12

Jeff
Ava
Brad
Carol
Tracie

Hass
Miller
Stanley
Edwards
Bowers

10/13
10/13
10/13
10/14
10/18

Harold
Janette
Dwight
Dennis
Emilee

Miles
Carter
Pierson
Ward
Jerrell

10/18
10/20
10/23
10/24
10/25
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Johnny
Cheyenne
Emily
Colt

Black
Osborne
Bowen
Addison

10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30

Lydia
Joe

Arwood
Quillen

10/31
10/31

Lucas
Connie

Walsworth
Smith

11/2
11/4

Paige
Clark
Nathan
Bryan

Tester
Phipps
Jessee
Chapman

11/4
11/5
11/6
11/7

Quillen

Joe & Kristie

10/9

Walsworth

Keith & Brenda

10/9

Glines

Bill & Teresa

10/15

Worley

Jared & Whitney

10/21

Wells

Glenn & Shirley

10/23

Swanson

Rick & Marlene

10/28

Starnes

J.C. & Freda

10/30

Bowen

William & Ruth

11/5
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BINGEING FOR WHAT GOOD?

Binge: A period of unrestrained, than all those hours of watching
excessive, uncontrolled, immoder- football during a weekend? You
ate self indulgence.
see, we all have things we binge
I had never thought of my- on. If it affects anyone else, then
self as a binger of any kind until I it’s a problem and we’re called
recently hit an all time low. I out on it. But if it affects us, we
watched six one hour episodes of sometimes find it hard to recog“Four Weddings”, and subse- nize. Kind of like we can sure see

with God and what you accomplish through him. Then all of the
things that happen in your life will
be an extension of that fulfillment
in Him. The book of Ecclesiastes
urges Christians to seek God if
they want to find true purpose in
their life.

quently, asked my hubby if he
wanted to get married again. When
he looked at me like l was a crazy
person (which I am because we’ve
already been married twice), I realized that I had watched way too
much TV that day.

Luke 10:27 says …..Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind;

While bingeing on a TV
show may not have affected me
long-term, it still affected me. At
the end of the six hours I felt my
day had been totally wasted, and I
had made some serious poor eating
choices throughout the day. And if
some of you are honest with yourself, I do believe that you are also in
some way affected by all those
hours spent watching football during the season. I’m just saying…..
And what I’m also saying is
this: on what could I have spent
more of my time on than those six
hours of weddings? What could
you spend more of your time on

what’s wrong with
not ourselves, right?

others, but

I believe that during these
long hours that we are wasting on
(fill in the blank), that we are actually seeking some sort of outlet
for frustration, trying to slow our
minds down, or just wanting to
get away from reality for awhile.
But some of us are also desperately searching for contentment.
Possibly that’s one reason that we
fill our lives full of worthless
hours of junk, only to be still
empty at the end of the day. A
perfect example in our bible is
King Solomon in Ecclesiastes.
His search for contentment led
him through a long search (career,
materialism, pleasure, alcohol).
However, true contentment cannot be found in what we try to
create or what we accomplish in
ourselves. True contentment can
only be found in your relationship

Maybe if we start doing
what Luke 10:27 says, then our
ongoing search for contentment
won’t be such a battle and waste of
time, but instead will be one of
peace and thanksgiving that only
he can bring. Amen?
Love from our Lord,
Janey O
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT….
WHAT DO WE LOOK LIKE TO THE REST OF THE WORLD?

II Timothy 4:2 “Preach the word, be
instant in season out of season. Reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.” When
we leave TVBC and go out into the world around
us, what do we look like?
Since we do not wear special clothing or
have unusual features that tell the world that we
are a Christian (God’s child) how does the world
know who we are and what we are like? Proverbs
13:20 tells us that “He who walks with wise men
will be wise”. Our greatest source of wisdom
comes from the Holy Spirit’s guidance and from
God’s written word.
I have to ask myself this question, “Do I
look so much like the world in my daily walk that
the world cannot see Jesus in my life?” I had an
experience a few weeks ago. I was throwing out
some okra that had not been eaten. I took it to the
edge of the yard and threw it over the fence. As
soon as it landed in the grass it disappeared. I
began to look for it. I could not separate it out
from all the grass and weeds that grew in the
pasture field. Then the question came to mind, “Is
this the way I look when I step outside of TVBC?
Do I just disappear with the entire world around
me and maybe no one sees me as a Christian?”
1 Peter 2:9 tells us that we are a chosen
people. We have been set aside by God. However,
do we walk, talk, and carry the name of Christian
so that the world can see we are different? Or do
we do just like the discarded okra; as soon as we
go into the world outside our church we become
invisible and look like the world so much that
others cannot see Christ in us?

Ephesians 5:8 tells us that we are a changed
person “For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord”. Why then, can we not let our
light shine in this dark world?
It is my prayer each day to go into my world
outside of TVBC and let others see that I am different than the world; not better but different; not I
but Christ who lives in me.
I hope each of us will make it our covenant
with God not to blend into the world but through
the help of the Holy Spirit to bend our part of the
world toward Christ. Let us not be afraid to share
Christ.
Let us strive to be free. Galatians 5:13 says
“ye my brothers, were called to be free”. Let us
have freedom as Christians, freedom to show and
share with others the hope of Christ who lives in us.
Let us not be like the okra, but let us be outstanding
for our Lord.
Otis Bowen, Deacon
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HOPE UNLEASHED
Hope Unleashed is an unforgettable experience for women aimed at discovering who they are made
to be in the image of God. This will be a rejuvenating experience designed around the heart of a woman.
Come experience the love of Christ through real stories of redemption and a Biblical curriculum that resonates with the soul of a woman. Indulge in a weekend with the whispers of God ringing in your ears and
walk away forever changed.
This event will be held at the Cove Ridge Center in Natural Tunnel State Park. It is designed as a
two day, two night experience and we would love for you to be able to fully take in all that God has for
you. However, we understand that child care, job expectations and other obligations create circumstances
beyond your control. With that in mind, we want you to be confident that we welcome your attendance at
whatever level works for you. If you can take in the entire retreat great! If not, please know that you can
create your own experience based on the sessions you are able to attend. You can stay either night, or both,
or attend just the sessions without any overnight stay. You can also attend only the Saturday day and the
evening sessions on Thursday and Friday. It’s totally up to you. What I can tell you is that you will get
something out of every session. Yes, attending every session and the overnight experience will be incredible, but don’t say no to this because you think a schedule will limit what you get. This conference is
packed so full of amazing Biblical teaching and authentic stories of redemption that you will want to soak
up every ounce you can.
Event registration is $35.00 prior to October 31st and $50.00 at the door. The price will be the same
no matter what you attend. This is not a fundraiser for SO REAL, our goal is to give you the best experience possible while simply covering our costs. We will be adding a link for registration in the next few
days, but wanted you to go ahead and this on your calendars.
For moms with infants and nursing babies please know that we welcome you and your child. As
moms we understand the challenges of taking time for ourselves and we want to make this as easy as possible. Please let us know how we can serve you.
The event will begin Thursday evening at 6:30. Friday and Saturday will contain various teaching
sessions and fun time. We will conclude the retreat at 4:00 pm on Saturday. Meals and snacks will be provided throughout the course of the retreat. You will need to notify us if you have dietary or other health
requirements that we need to be aware of.
We are so excited to see you there!

For more information please contact us via email
at Lori@IAmSOREAL.org or call (423) 444-9082.
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global map in the Whistle Stop Café Workshop
with emphasis on praying for missionaries around
the world. In the ArkAde Games Workshop, as a
reminder to children to make decisions based on
“What Would Jesus Do,” each child will receive a
WWJD bracelet for a prize.

Great to see everyone back from
summer vacations and looking forward to a
fantastic fifth year of Workshop Rotation
Method Sunday School (WoRM)!

The fifth year of WoRM’s
six-year program kicked off on
September 7 with a five-week
study of Esther. As the children
studied this story, they were
reminded that God is always at work in the
world and always at work in their lives. The
objective of the study was to help children
understand that God has a plan and purpose
for our lives and places us in situations in
which He can use us to accomplish His will.
Beginning October 12, the
children (grades K-7) will begin a
study in Matthew 16-20, The
Great Commission. The objective
of this lesson set is to help
children understand in intellectual, emotional, and spiritual terms what it is to
be Jesus’ disciple and what it is like to know
Jesus is indeed with us now and “always, to the
end of the age.”
Parents, during The Great Commission
five-week study, each child will be given a

As we prepare for
Christmas, the WoRM Sunday
School will present a play titled
“Bed, Bethlehem and Beyond.”
Stay tuned for details.

My team and I thank you for allowing us to
teach your children about Jesus each week. As
we journey through this fifth year of WoRM, it is
our prayer that parents and children continue to
find WoRM Sunday School a creative and inspiring venue to learn more about Jesus.
Teresa Stanley
Director of Children’s Ministries
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AWANA MINISTRIES

Our first month of AWANA went great! The kids are working really hard and some have already
received awards. In October, we are looking forward to our first theme night, “Candyland” Night, where
the teachers have to come up with a lesson based on a Candy land theme. It’s always fun to hear the lessons in each group. For the month of September, we had an average attendance of 70 people (both kids
and adults) and the average attendance for children was 38! Praise God for blessing this program with that
many kids! If you feel led to work with children or would like to learn more about the AWANA, program
please contact Scott and Allison Jerrell. There is still room for more helpers.
Thanks, Allison Jerrell
SENIOR NEWS

Twelve of our seniors enjoyed the Eighteenth Annual Jubilee on Sept. 29th through Oct.1st in Gatlinburg
at the Convention Center. We arrived on Monday to hear The Kingsmen and Gold City quartets followed by
a message by the Rev. Johnny Hunt, senior pastor from Woodstock, Georgia. On Tuesday morning, we
heard Jason Crabb in concert followed by a message by Rev. Hunt. We were entertained after noon at the
Dixie Stampede which was followed by the evening service with pianist, Dino, Ricky Skaggs, and
comedienne Dennis Swanberg, who left us all in tears of laughter. Wednesday morning found us back at the
convention center to hear Lynda Randle in concert followed by Reverend Hunt.
Those from our
church who attended
the Jubilee were Paul
and Marian Arwood,
Buddy and Janey
Osborne, Don and
Jane Carter, Vivian
Gilbert,
Debbie
Aist rop,
Shi rl e y
Wells, Phyllis Baker,
Marlene Swanson,
and Shelby Lester.
We were joined by
Sonia and Jim Rogers
of Knoxville, sister
and brother-in-law of
Johnny Black.
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On Thursday, September 4, the Sewing Bees had a special guest join them for lunch and a program about
a mission they support. Ms. Avis Goodhart, Director of the Go Ye Ministries Casa de Paz orphanage in
Pacasmayo, Peru, came to deliver a big “Thank You” from the orphanage for the pillowcase dresses and
blankets the Sewing Bees sent to them. Ms. Goodhart is currently in the US for a month to help publicize
a book she has written, ”Out of the Dust: The Story of an Unlikely Missionary,” about the establishment
and continued growth of the women and children’s ministry in Pacasmayo.
Go Ye Ministries is a Christian ministry that includes a church, orphanage and school. Located in
Pacasmayo, Peru, Go Ye Ministries strives to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of the
surrounding community. The Church was the first structure completed in 2003, and is the foundation
upon which Go Ye Ministries stands. The orphanage, Casa de Paz, was completed in 2005 and is now
home to over 45 children. It is set up in family style living so that the kids can grow up in a loving
environment with house mothers and siblings. In 2008 they started the school, Generation of Leaders, to
accommodate the kids that would come to the orphanage without prior schooling. The school is staffed
by certified and trained Peruvians. The school is proud to be a bi-lingual school, all students are enrolled
in English classes.
Since 1997, when the ministry was founded, they have worked with more than 800 families who live on
the dump of Pacasmayo. They hold weekly Bible studies for women, abandoned by their husbands and
trying to survive and raise their children, who live on the dump. They have provided food, provided a safe
place for the abused, helped to build homes, supplied medical help, and now have begun to help the
women learn skills that will allow them to survive on their own.
Go Ye Ministries has many ways that they are sharing the life-transforming love of Jesus with the people
in Pacasmayo, Peru. Go Ye Ministries began with a church and has grown into many areas of ministry.
These ministries include an orphanage, a school and sewing business.
Take time to visit their web page http://goye-ministries.com/ and learn more about their various areas of ministry. The video below is
on YouTube and shows some of the work they do; it will touch your heart. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDXzVH-

zXik&feature=player_embedded

INFORMATION ABOUT AVIS’ BOOK!
Life Sentence Publishing has just released a must read book, Out of the Dust: The Story of an Unlikely
Missionary, an amazing collection of memoirs from the life and experiences of Avis Goodhart. Her life is
a testimony to the amazing truth that God can and will use anyone who is willing to be used for His Glory
The book is available in both paperback and e-editions via the following retailer:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/710801886
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DOWN ON THE FARM….THE FRANKLIN FARM!

Bill Franklin shared his beautiful farm with a
great crowd on Saturday, October 4. There was
plenty of food, fun and music despite the cold
temperatures.
Thank you Bill and John!
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YOU GO, COWGIRL!

The Cumberland Horse Association conducted a barrel-racing
horse show on Saturday, September 20, 2014 at Leeman Field in
Pennington Gap. Pee Wee riders was one of the categories of
competition. Cassidy Hammonds and her horse, Diamond,
clocked their best time yet of 26.257 seconds. This was the third
competition in which Cassidy has participated. In her first competition, she submitted the best time in her category and she had the
second best time in her category on her second time out. Cassidy
is the daughter of Michael and Valerie Hammonds.

WOR M SU NDAY SCH OOL
PERFECT ATTENDANCE

Explorers

SEPTEMBER 2014
Wanderers

Ava Miller
Hailey Quillen

Adventurers

Elizabeth Berry

Trailblazers

Tyler Lawrence

Gideon Miller
Isobel Moses
Evan Smith

Maximus Miller

Disclaimer:
Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or reporting
errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in the next
issue. Thank you.
Melissa Pennington, Editor
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MISSIONS (WOM)

Everyone can take a deep
breath now and breathe!
Well, what can I say except,
God is good! The 2014 Women’s
Conference “Be Still” was magnificent. I think Dawn Smith Jordan
blessed everyone’s hearts through
God’s inspiration in her life. When
you heard her sing and speak, it was
as if the words just flowed from
her. She truly magnified the Lord in
all that was said and done that day.
Of course, I feel that God prepared
the ladies attending the conference
ahead of time as well. Much prayer
and hard work went into the planning and seemingly, smooth execution of the women’s conference. I
know God allowed us to pull this
conference off, but he did so,
through so many women here at
Thomas Village Baptist Church.
As I walked into the sanctuary that morning, I felt such a
sweet Holy Spirit among us as the
ladies of TVBC were singing
praises to our Heavenly Father. I
want to take this opportunity to
thank each and every one of you
who took part in the preparation for
the conference or helped the actual
day of the conference. I can thank
you over and over again, but God is
truly the one that appreciates our
work for him. I will not list names
as I am sure I would leave someone
out and I would never want to do
that. You know who you are and
God knows who you are!
Our speaker next year, will
be Lucinda Secrest McDowell. She
is from Wethersfield, Connecticut.
You can Google her and learn much

more. Please mark your calendars
for Saturday, Sept. 19th, 2015 and
be much in prayer as we start the
planning process.
We have Trunk R Treat
coming up on Friday, October 31
from 6:00 pm-8:00 pm. Please
sign up to help by bringing a cake
for the cake walk, or watching
the children on the inflatables for
their safety. We always need
candy. There is a tub in the foyer
you may drop candy in. We need
people to decorate their trunks
and give out candy. Please consider this and sign up in the foyer.
The WOM will be
meeting on Saturday, Oct. 11th at
9:00 am. Please try to attend if at
all possible as this is our annual
election of officers. It is bitter
sweet for me this year, as I will be
stepping down as the WOM
Director after three years. I can
truly say, it has been a joy to
work with this group of ladies. I
love you ladies more than you
will ever know. You are some of
the finest. You have been such a
blessing in my Christian walk and
mentored me and helped me grow
in a leadership role that I truly
never saw myself being in. I will
still be very much involved in
WOM, just not in the same capacity. We all need to move around
into different areas from time to
time and use the talents God has
given us in different areas of
ministry, so I feel like I am being
led to work on the In reach/
Outreach Committee. Please pray
that I would do His will, not
mine.

The new WOM Director
will have more information in the
near future regarding new ministry opportunities within the
WOM. Sometime in early
December, the WOM will be partnering with West Point Baptist
Church of Rutherfordton, North
Carolina to deliver backpacks to
children from this area who are in
need. This project is called
Backpacks for Appalachia. You
will be given more information as
we receive it.
We have a few books left
over from the women’s conference. If anyone would like to
purchase the book, “When God
Whispers”
for a birthday or
Christmas gift for a family
member or friend, we are
charging $5.00 which is under
cost. This will be on a first come,
first serve basis. This is a way for
us to recover a little of the cost
and use for next year. Have a
blessed month.
In Christ,
Rhonda Smith
WOM Director
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YOUTH FUNDRAISER LUNCHEON

A fundraiser luncheon was held on Sunday
These young individuals were instrumental
September 28, 2914 for the Teen Youth Group at in the success of the luncheon. They showed enthuTVBC. The menu consisted of fresh salad, garlic siasm, dedication and a willingness to let God’s light
bread, spaghetti with meat sauce, dessert and drink. shine through them as evidenced by their hard work.
The successful event generated a net total of $568
Santana Adams
Jake Boyd
in paid reservations and donations. We served 80
Jeremy Carter
Kayla Chambers
people that day! 11 pounds of noodles, 96 pieces of
Kaitlyn Flanary
Jerri Anna Flanary
garlic bread, 8 cakes, 9 gallons of tea/lemonade and
two tubs of salad...whew...that was a lot of food!
Trevor Lawrence
Bethany McGee
Trey Pennington
Nathaniel Smith
A special thank you goes to Food City in
Weber City for donating the packets of various
Emily Ward
Sam Wheeler
salad dressings. Another special thanks goes to
Haley Woods
Anna Carter who was kind enough to donate her
time and talent to fix two tubs of wonderful fresh
Thank you to everyone who supported this
salad. Thank you also to the following for donating
their time, tea, cakes, etc., and most importantly, event with their efforts, donations and prayers.
their support of our youth:
Debbie Aistrop

Don Carter

Jane Carter

Susan Carter

Pansy Flanary

Vivian Gilbert

Missy McGee

Frank Pennington

Hazel Stanley

Shirley Wells

Melissa Pennington

FUNDRAISER

The 12th annual Sheena V. Fundraiser is underway! Our efforts have raised over
$42,000 for St. Jude Children's’ Research Hospital. If anyone would like to donate,
please give it to Carol or Ronald Edwards. Thank you so much.
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SHOULD CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN?
BY ELLIOTT WATSON

CBN.COM

What about Halloween? Should you and I be involved in the celebration of Halloween?
Finding the answer to this question has been an interesting journey in itself. I interviewed several people
and then researched what many leading Christian writers, authors and spokesmen have written about the subject. I
also searched various websites such as christianitytoday.com, focusonthefamily.org, and cbn.com to read what
others might be saying. What I found was an agreement on the origins of Halloween, but a mixture of recommendations about allowing our children to participate in this super-charged media driven holiday.
The origins of Halloween are Celtic in tradition and have to do with observing the end of summer sacrifices to gods in Druidic tradition. In what is now Britain and France, it was the beginning of the Celtic year, and
they believed Samhain, the lord of death, sent evil spirits abroad to attack humans, who could escape only by
assuming disguises and looking like evil spirits themselves. The waning of the sun and the approach of dark winter
made the evil spirits rejoice and play nasty tricks. Believe it or not, most of our Halloween practices can be traced
back to these old pagan rites and superstitions.
But what about today? Perhaps we can still learn from history. In the fourth century, Christians attempted
to co-opt the holiday by celebrating the lives of faithful Christian saints the day before Halloween. This was a
conscious attempt to provide an alternative and re-focus the day away from ghouls, goblins, ghosts, witches and
other “haunted” experiences. Since that time many Christians have decided to allow their children to dress in more
“innocent” costumes of pumpkins, princesses, Superman or as a cowboy. Part of this is due to the simple reality
that in today’s Western culture it is nearly impossible to “avoid” Halloween.
Just before reaching a conclusion on the subject, I was struck with the thought that I ought to further my
search and find out what Wicca, the official religion of witchcraft, has to say about Halloween. Perhaps they
viewed the day as a simple fun and innocent neighborhood activity?
“Shock” is the only word to describe what I found. Halloween is a real, sacred day for those who follow
Wicca. In fact, it is one of two high and holy days for them. The Celtic belief of spirits being released is current,
along with the worship of Samhain (the lord of death) – both are promoted as something to embrace on that day.
There is no question in my mind that to those who believe and follow the practices of witchcraft, Halloween represents an opportunity to embrace the evil, devilish, dark side of the spiritual world.
So after discovering this, what is a reasonable conclusion? As Christians you and I are placed in this world
to be a light in a world of darkness. There is no lasting benefit to ignore a holiday that exists around us, but it also
does harm to celebrate Halloween as it has originated and grown over the centuries.
My suggestion? Christians should be teaching their children (age appropriately) that: there is a spiritual
world filled with goodness from God and evil from Satan (Eph. 2:1-10); life with Christ has power over darkness
(I John 4:4); and those who celebrate Halloween either are unaware of its roots, or are intentionally promoting a
world where evil is lauded and viewed as an ultimate power.

