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A Long Life or a
Full Life
John 10:10 The thief does not
come except to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy. I have come that
they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly.
As I write this article, it is with
much conviction, as I know the
Lord is telling me, “In order to
pen these words, you must try to
live them as well.” So please pray
for me, as I pray for you.
When we take a serious look at
life, most of us live our lives like
this is the only life that there is. I
say that because of how we talk
and how we approach each day.
We work, save, exercise and plan
as if this life is our only investment. Even though each of us
know that we have an eternal life
awaiting us in heaven, once we
placed our trust in Jesus Christ as
our Lord and Savior, we spend
our time focused on this life,
which is brief, instead of our eternal life, which is forever. For
many years, I have read the verse
above from John 10:10 thinking I
understood, at least in part, of
what Jesus was saying to us. I
knew he came to give us life
(eternal life), and I thought the
abundant life he promised was a
blessed life here on earth, but not
anymore.

I believe this abundant life, is a
full life in Christ. In other words,
a life that resembles what Paul
wrote about in Romans 12:1 I
beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of
God. You see, we’ll spend our
whole life on this earth searching
for our purpose in life, when God
is saying to us, “Stop searching
and come to me. I am it!” In other
words, surrender our life to his
Lordship and follow him. It reminds me of the missionary, Jim
Elliot, who with 4 other men was
killed by the Auca Indians in
South America. The very same
Indians they had been giving gifts
to, and even appeared friendly to
them. There deaths took place in
1956, but 8 years earlier, in 1948,
Jim penned these words in his
journal, “I seek not a long life, but
a full one, like you, Lord Jesus.”
Two years later he wrote: “I must
think it strange if God takes in
youth those whom I would have
kept on earth till they were older.
God is peopling Eternity, and I
must not restrict Him to old men
and women.” Jim Elliot was 29

years-old when he died, but I
believed he lived a full life in
Christ, and did exactly what the
Lord would have him to do.
Why, because many of the Auca
Indians are now Christians and
great are Jim’s rewards in
heaven.
So, I wonder how many of us
would be willing to pray what
Jim Elliot wrote? Do you want a
long life or a Full life in Christ?
I believe there are many cases
we can have both. When I look
at the life of Billy Graham and
many other godly saints I’ve
known through the years, in
which they lived a long, full life
in Christ. I also know of one
who lived a full life in Christ but
died at the age of 14.
So let me close with this. You
and I need not be anxious as to
whether we’re living this Full
life or not, we need only to do
the few things God instructed us
to: Love God, Love others, and
obey what the Lord said. When
we are trying to do those three
things, it is then he tells us who
will make it happen. Phil.1:6
being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will complete
it until the day of Jesus Christ;
Blessings,

Pastor Buddy

Congratulations to
Hannah Goins!
She was crowned
Rye Cove High School
Football Homecoming
Queen 2015

Senior Adults Planned Activities
On Saturday, November 14th, the seniors plan to go to Norton Cinema to see the movie
BIG STONE GAP, and dinner afterwards. We will be leaving the church at 3:30 p.m.
to attend the 4:30 p.m. show. The cost of the movie is $5.75 for seniors.
On Saturday, December 12th our annual Christmas Party will be held at Rosewood
Vineyard in Wise Virginia. It will be a murder mystery titled, "Twas the Night Before
Murder" and a holiday meal. The cost is $30 per person and must be paid by November 29.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Stanley, Senior Adult Activates Director at
431-2307

Page 2

October 2015

HONESTY
Question: What Does The Bible
Says About... Honesty and Truth?
What is honesty and why is it so
important? What's wrong with a
little white lie? The Bible actually
has a lot to say about honesty, as
God has called Christians to be
honest people. Even little white lies
to protect someone's feelings can
compromise your faith. Remember
that speaking and living the truth
help those around us come to the
Truth. Christ said that He is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. If
Christ is Truth, then it follows that
lying is moving away from Christ.
Being honest is about following in
God's footsteps, for He cannot lie.
If your goal is to become more God
-like and God-centered, then honesty needs to be a focus.
Hebrews 6:18 - "So God has given
both his promise and his oath.
These two things are unchangeable
because it is impossible for God to
lie." (NLT)
Honesty Reveals Our Character:
Honesty is a direct reflection of
your inner character. Your actions
are a reflection on your faith, and
reflecting the truth in your actions
is a part of being a good witness.
Learning how to be more honest
will also help you keep a clear
conscious. Character plays a big
role in your life. When you are
faithful and honest, it shows not
only in your family and workplace,
but also shows in your church.
Luke 16:10 - "Whoever can be
trusted with very little can also be
trusted with much, and whoever is
dishonest with very little will also
be dishonest with much." (NIV)
1 Timothy 1:19 - "Cling to your
faith in Christ, and keep your
conscience clear. For some people
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have deliberately violated their
consciences; as a result, their faith
has been shipwrecked." (NLT)
Proverbs 12:5 - "The plans of the
righteous are just, but the advice of
the wicked is deceitful." (NIV)
God's Desire: While your honesty
level is a reflection of your character,
it is also a way to show your faith. In
the Bible, God made honesty one of
his commandments. Since God
cannot lie, He sets the example for all
of His people. It is God's desire that
we follow that example in all that we
do.
Exodus 20:16 - "You shall not give
false testimony against your
neighbor." (NIV)
Proverbs 16:11 - "The Lord demands
accurate scales and balances; he sets
the standards for fairness." (NLT)
Psalm 119:160 - "The very essence of
your words is truth; all your just
regulations will stand forever."
(NLT)
Keeping Your Faith Strong: Being
honest is not always easy. As
Christians we know how easy it is to
fall into sin. Therefore, you need to
work at being truthful, and it is work.
The world does not give us easy
situations, and sometimes we need to
really work to keep our eyes on God
in order to find the answers. Being
honest can sometimes hurt, but
knowing that you are following what
God wants for you will make you
more faithful in the end. Honesty is
also not just how you speak to others,

but also how you speak to yourself.
While humility and modesty is a
good thing, being too harsh on yourself is not being truthful. Also, thinking too highly of yourself is a sin.
Thus, it is important for you to find a
balance of knowing your blessings
and shortcomings so you can
continue to grow.
Proverbs 11:3 - "Honesty guides
good people; dishonesty destroys
treacherous people." (NLT)
Romans 12:3 - "Because of the
privilege and authority God has
given me, I give each of you this
warning: Don’t think you are better
than you really are. Be honest in your
evaluation of yourselves, measuring
yourselves by the faith God has given
us." (NLT)
Psalm 37:37 - "Look at those who
are honest and good. For a wonderful future lies before those who love
peace." (NLT)
So how honest are you? According
to a recent poll, about 83 percent of
Christians believe that have problems
in this area. Pray earnestly each day
that the Lord will reveal to you how
you can live according to his word,
and also live a more abundant and
fulfilling life in Him and for Him, by
being honest with yourself and
others.
Janey
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The annual homecoming of the Southern Baptist Conservatives (SBC) of Virginia is upon us, and that
through our church’s giving this past year we are qualified to send up to 15 messengers. The event starts on
Sunday evening on November 8 and goes through Tuesday November 11. It is being held at Liberty
Baptist Church in Hampton, Virginia. You can register on line at www.sbcv.org/annualhomecoming2015
If there are any additional questions, you can contact Dianna Gilliam at 804-270-1848
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MEN

Paul Arwood
Joe Carter
Jimmy Edwards
Kent Lawson

YOUTH

Jake Boyd
Bailey Nash
Frank Pennington
Trey Pennington
Connie Smith
Emily Ward

YOUNG COUPLES

Scott Jerrell
Buddy Osborne
Janey Osborne

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS

None

LIFE LESSONS

Sharon Collier
Pansy Flanary
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance September 2015

PAIRS & SPARES

Pauline Berry
Thomas Bowen
Pat Fuller
Adam Miller
J.C. Starnes
Wanda Tester

WOMEN

Debbie Aistrop
Linda Arwood
Donna Brown
Betty Carter
Mozelle Carter
Yvonne Edwards
Sally Grebe
Nancy Rhoton
Rhonda Smith

Disclaimer:
Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any
omissions or reporting errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to
be corrected and it will appear in the next issue. Thank you.
Melissa Pennington, Editor

mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921
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5-Nov

Bill & Ruth

Bowen

11-Nov

Pat & Julie

Fuller

9-Oct

Joe & Kristie

Quillen

9-Oct

Keith & Brenda

Walsworth

15-Nov

Tommy & Alma

Mullins

15-Oct

Bill & Teresa

Glines

20-Nov

Johnny & Rowena

Black

21-Oct

Jared & Whitney

Worley

22-Nov

Clark & Lisa

Phipps

28-Oct

Rick & Marlene

Swanson

27-Nov

Brandon & Shasta

Addison

30-Oct

JC & Freda

Starnes

2-Oct
2-Oct
3-Oct
5-Oct
6-Oct
7-Oct
8-Oct
9-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
10-Oct
12-Oct
13-Oct
13-Oct
14-Oct
18-Oct
20-Oct
23-Oct
24-Oct
25-Oct
27-Oct
28-Oct
29-Oct
30-Oct
31-Oct
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Carroll
Harold
Zachary
Katie
Jake
Nancy
Misty
Samuel
Kaitlyn
Maximus
Shirley
Ruth
Jeff
Ava
Carol
Tracie
Janette
Dwight
Dennis
Emilee
Johnny
Cheyenne
Emily
Colt
Joe

Hall
Hall
Hammonds
Bledsoe
Boyd
Rhoton
Osborne
Wheeler
Flanary
Miller
Wells
Rhoton
Hass
Miller
Edwards
Bowers
Carter
Pierson
Ward
Jerrell
Black
Osborne
Bowen
Addison
Quillen

4-Nov

Connie

Smith

4-Nov

Paige

Tester

5-Nov

Clark

Phipps

6-Nov

Nathan

Jessee

7-Nov

Bryan

Chapman

13-Nov

Andrea

Jessee

17-Nov

Gideon

Miller

19-Nov

David

Carter

25-Nov

Ruth

Osborne

29-Nov

Peggy

Stanley
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
How important is Sunday School in the life of a Christian? In the life of a church? In your life? Quite honestly, I
think it is of the utmost importance. My earliest memories
involving church is of the Sunday School classes I attended.
In those days small churches didn’t always have a preacher
every Sunday to deliver a message, but they were committed
to gather together and search God’s Word. The church then
realized as it does today that the guide for daily living is
found in the precious pages of the Bible, and that disciples are
made mostly through Bible study.
As Christians we should be ready, willing, and able to defend our beliefs; not with
opinions, but with the Word of God. To know the Word of God we must devote ourselves to
individual and corporate study. We are instructed in Ephesians 6:11 to “put on the whole
armour of God”, part of that armor being “the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God”. People of that day surely understood the absolute necessity of the sword as a defensive weapon and most importantly as an offensive weapon. We need God’s Word to defend
our faith and to attack the deceptions and lies spread by Satan.
I see it every day, at work, in the news, from fellow Christians, from the world –
misinterpretation of Scripture. A verse is quoted and used as justification or explanation of
happenings in everyday life, but its use is totally off the mark. I think the most frequent one
is Matthew 7:1 “Judge not, that ye be not judged.” If you give that verse careful study and
take it in the context in which it was given, you will find that it means that we should not
condemn a person for their sins, because we too are sinners. We must “judge” whether or
not something is a violation of God’s law, but we are not to condemn the one who breaks it.
This is why it is imperative that we study His Word in order to “rightly divide the Word of
truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)
I encourage you, if you are not already, to become involved and actively participate
in Sunday School. My prayer is that you will have a desire to know God’s Word and, consequently, His will for your life. If you grow in knowledge and understanding, then we all
grow.
Classes are available for all age groups. Come, let us learn and grow together.

Kay Jessee, Sunday School Director
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Thomas Village
Baptist Church

SUNDAY
Sunday School

CONTACT US:
CHURCH PHONE: 276-431-4101

9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

CONTACT PASTOR BUDDY:

6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Email: buddyosborne@charter.net

Youth Group

7:00 p.m.

Mobile:423-306-1999

(Grades 8-12)
Children’s Group

7:00 p.m.

(K-7)

Address:
5650 Orebank Road
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Otis Bowen

431-2622
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