
Lord had instructed, and by doing 

so, it brought on these feelings of 

being defeated. When you and I 

fail to do what the Lord instructs 

us to do, we sometimes feel     

defeated as well. It sometimes 

makes us feel like we can never 

be in God’s grace anymore or we 

may never get it right. Once the 

sin was dealt with in Israel’s 

camp, they went on to defeat the 

army of Ai and their king. God’s 

word tells his children today this 

promise found in 1 John 1:9 If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighte-

ousness. Even when we fail, God 

will forgive us and we can move 

forward in the victory he won at 

Calvary. We can also claim, even 

in our times of error, Romans 

8:31 What then shall we say to 

these things? If God is for us, who 

can be against us? 

   So I close with this reminder: 

God loves us unconditionally. 

Even when we fail, we’re never 

defeated because of His grace and 

mercy abounds for his children. 

So next time you’re down and 

have those feelings of defeat God 

is saying to each of his children, 

“Get Up! I’ve got a wonderful 

plan for you and I love you”. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Buddy 

 

Joshua 7:10 So the Lord said to 

Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie 

thus on your face? 

    When we read God’s word, we 

find many stories of how God gave 

his people victory after victory. We 

also find throughout his word of how 

many failed to do what God had   

instructed them to do and how they 

experienced loss or times of failure. 

   Reading through the first 9 chap-

ters of Joshua, we find those very 

things taking place. The first thing 

we need to remember is what God 

instructed Joshua to do from the very 

beginning.  Joshua 1:7 Only be 

strong and very courageous, that you 

may observe to do according to all 

the law which Moses My servant 

commanded you; do not turn from it 

to the right hand or to the left, that 

you may prosper wherever you go.  8 

This Book of the Law shall not     

depart from your mouth, but you 

shall meditate in it day and night, 

that you may observe to do accord-

ing to all that is written in it. For 

then you will make your way pros-

perous, and then you will have good 

success.  9 Have I not commanded 

you? Be strong and of good courage; 

do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go.” Basically what 

God was saying to Joshua and to us 

today is this, “Do what I say, stand 

firm on my word and even though 

you may face many battles, you’ll 

never be defeated and I’ll always 

be with you.” 

   With those instructions, Joshua 

led the people across the Jordon 

River on dry land, they defeated 

the armies they faced, they 

marched around the city of Jericho 

and on the 7th day they watched its 

walls fall down. Everything God 

had promised was coming true, 

until they were suddenly defeated 

by the army of Ai. No one could 

understand why had God prom-

ised all that he did and suddenly 

they were defeated by an army 

that should have been no match 

for them? Joshua found himself in 

much dismay, and cried out to the 

Lord for understanding and with 

concern as to what would happen 

to his people now. Then we find 

out the reason. 

   The Lord spoke to Joshua and 

told him to “Get up!” and quit  

lying there face down. He told him 

the people of Israel had sinned 

against him and took things from 

Jericho that he instructed them not 

to. They also had stolen things of 

value that should have been given 

to everyone. One man had caused 

everyone to feel defeat, and the 

Lord dealt harshly with him and 

his family. So how does this apply 

to us today? 

   Even though the people of Israel 

felt defeat, they were not defeated. 

Some had failed to do what the 
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 Every profession requires one characteristic for success: focus. Even for stay-at-home moms 

(and sometimes dads!) focus on the task at hand is a must. In our Christian walk and witness our focus 

oftentimes turns into a blur. We need only to look at the scriptures to see how the lack of focus       

affected one disciple in particular, Peter. In Matthew 14:22-33 we find the account of Jesus walking 

on the water. The disciples didn’t actually believe it was Jesus, but a spirit. Peter says to Jesus, “ Lord, 

if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.” Jesus told Peter to “Come” which he promptly did. 

To Peter’s surprise he was actually walking on water to meet Jesus. Only when Peter took his eyes off 

Jesus did trouble begin. Instead of seeing his Lord Peter saw only the perils of the sea and coming 

storm.  

 Peter regains that focus, because in Matthew 16:13-20 Jesus asks His disciples who some say 

that He is. Getting various responses, He then gets to the heart of the matter and asks who they think 

He is. Peter immediately responds, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

 That focus escapes Peter again just verses later as Jesus reveals to the disciples that He will be 

arrested, persecuted, executed, and then resurrected. Peter rebukes our Lord, in essence saying “That’s 

not going to happen”. He receives a sharp response from Jesus who attributes Peter’s remarks to the 

work of Satan.      

Focus or unfocused? Statements made by Peter: 

1. John 6:68-69 (KJV) 68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 

hast the words of eternal life. 69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son 

of the living God. 

2. Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 

3.  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 

Lord, save me. 

4. Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

5. Matthew 16:22 (KJV)  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from 

thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 

6. Matthew 17:4 (KJV) Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be 

here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one 

for Elias. 

7. Matthew 26:33 (KJV)  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended 

because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 

8. Matthew 26:35 (KJV) Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny 

thee.  

9. Matthew 26:70 (KJV) But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 

           (continued on page 3) 
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10. Matthew 26:72 (KJV) And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 

11. Matthew 26:74 (KJV) Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.  

12. John 21:15-17 (KJV) 15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son 

of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 

that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16  He saith to him again the second 

time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest 

that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17  He saith unto him the third time, 

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third 

time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 

that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

 

While Peter literally walked with the Lord, he was missing something that we all have as     

Christians: the indwelling of He, the Holy Spirit of God. We must remember that Peter had his 

successes and failures while walking with Jesus, but once he was empowered by the Holy Spirit 

his witness was bold and unfaltering. Read the accounts of Peter’s ministry in Acts 2 and you will 

see that he regained and retained his focus. Because of his focus thousands were saved, disciples 

were made, and lives were forever changed.  

May it be so with each of us.   

         Kay Jessee, Deacon 

IT’S ABOUT FOCUS    (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

Congratulations to Buddy and Janey on the birth of 

their granddaughter, Adeline Rhys (pronounced 

Reese) Gobble, 7 lb. 15 oz. and 20" long. She was 

born on Friday, October 30. 
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MEN Paul Arwood 

 Roy Baker 

 Bill Bowen 

 Joe Carter 

 Rick Holland 

 Jay Keck 

 Kent Lawson 

 Keith Roach 

 Dale Taylor 

YOUTH Chase Bowen 

 Savannah Bowen 

 Kayla Chambers 

 Seth Chambers 

 Colby Dillon 

 Hannah Goins 

 Bailey Nash 

 Frank Pennington 

 Trey Pennington 

 Connie Smith 

 Emily Ward 

YOUNG COUPLES Wendy Chambers 

 Buddy Osborne 
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LIFE LESSONS Anna Carter 

 Teresa Cobb 

 Sharon Collier 

 Pansy Flanary 

 Mardi Stewart 

 Carolyn Tomlinson 

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS None 

PAIRS & SPARES Pauline Berry 

 Thomas Bowen 

 Jordan Bowen 

 Ken Flanary 

 Jeff Hass 

 Kay Jessee 

  

WOMEN Linda Arwood 

 Phyllis Baker 

 Donna Brown 

 Janette Carter 

 Mozelle Carter 

 Sally Grebe 

 Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland 

 Ruby Keck 

 Hazel Stanley 

 Wilma Tomlinson 
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4-Nov Connie Smith 

4-Nov Paige Tester 

5-Nov Clark Phipps 

6-Nov Nathan Jessee 

7-Nov Bryan Chapman 

13-Nov Andrea Jessee 

17-Nov Gideon Miller 

19-Nov David Carter 

25-Nov Ruth  Osborne 

29-Nov Peggy Stanley 

5-Nov Bill & Ruth Bowen 

11-Nov Pat & Julie Fuller 

15-Nov Tommy & Alma Mullins 

20-Nov Johnny & Rowena Black 

22-Nov Clark & Lisa Phipps 

27-Nov Brandon & Shasta Addison 

7-Dec Morgan & Mardi Stewart 

15-Dec Nathan & Jessica Jessee 

24-Dec Jay & Ruby Keck 

24-Dec Dennis & Catherine Ward 

31-Dec Toddy & Fleda Kern 

3-Dec Teresa Glines 

12-Dec Sheila Cantrell 

13-Dec Trey Pennington 

13-Dec Larry Prevatte 

13-Dec Jackson Worley 

15-Dec Carolyn Dishner 

16-Dec Tammy Bledsoe 

17-Dec Phyllis Baker 

17-Dec Maraceli Harris 

19-Dec Lisa Phipps 

20-Dec Zachary Tester 

21-Dec Bill Bowen 

22-Dec Meghan Tester 

23-Dec Vanessa Jessee 

25-Dec Jessica Jessee 

27-Dec Helen Bowen 

27-Dec Jennifer Tester 

28-Dec Robert Chapman 
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Congratulations to all of our student athletes, performers and coaches who have   

finished or who are finishing their prospective seasons. The following individuals 

were on the rosters for their sport/activity: 

Student Sport/Activity 

Santana Adams Theater 

Jalen Bledsoe Cross Country 

Katie Bledsoe Band 

Chase Bowen Football 

Jake Boyd Football 

Savannah Bowen Volleyball/Theater 

Kayla Chambers Cross Country/ Band/Theater 

Seth Chambers Cross Country/Band 

Amanda Dockery Volleyball/Theater 

Caleigh Fletcher Cross Country 

Hannah Goins Theater 

Chasity Hunter Band 

Merri Hunter Theater 

Emily Jerrell Band 

Trever Lawrence Football 

Tyler Lawrence Football 

Tyler Starnes Band/Golf/Theater 

Samuel Wheeler Football 

Travis Bowen Coach-Football 

Wendy Chambers Coach-Cross Country 

Jeff Hass Coach-Football 
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TRUNK OR TREAT 2015 

Approximately 350 kids walked 

through the parking lot on Sat-

urday, October 31, to enjoy a 

safe alternative to the traditional 

trick or treat practice. Trunk or 

Treat at Thomas Village was 

enjoyed by adults and kids for a 

night of food, fun and fellow-

ship. The ladies in the kitchen 

are always the most popular of 

the night. Cake walks and a 

bounce house were also         

enjoyed. Thank you to everyone 

who helped make this night a 

success. 
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CHURCH PHONE: 276-431-4101  

P.O. Box 267 
Duffield, Virginia 24244 

WWW.THOMASVILLAGE

BAPTISTCHURCH.ORG 

DEACONS 
Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA-(Sept-May) 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group  (Grades 8-12) 7:00 p.m. 

KIDZ Club     (K-7) 7:00 p.m. 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omis-
sions or reporting errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be cor-
rected and it will appear in the next issue. Thank you.    

  Melissa Pennington, Editor      mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921 


