
Psalm 62:5 My soul, wait silently 
for God alone, For my expectation is 
from Him. 6 He only is my rock and 
my salvation; He is my defense; I 
shall not be moved. 7 In God is my 
salvation and my glory; The rock of 
my strength, And my refuge, is in 
God. 8 Trust in Him at all times, you 
people; Pour out your heart before 
Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 
  
   Have you ever thought that our 
life is much like song? There are 
sad songs and slow songs which 
could represent the lows and  
valleys of our life. There are    
upbeat and fast songs which 
could be the good times and our 
mountaintop experiences. There 
are songs with no words which 
could represent our times of 
meditation and being alone. 
There even songs with a message 
which could be our times of 
learning. Then there are songs of 
worship and praise which is our 
time of being thankful, being  
encouraged or encouraging some-
one else. Yes, our life is much like 
a song, but what makes a song, a 
song? The first thing we cannot 
ignore is that a song to become a 
song it must be played. If it is 
not, it is simple a bunch of words 
and symbols that has been      
written down. Same applies to 
our life, in order for a life to be 

like a song, it must be played or 
lived. That was simple enough, but 
is that all there is to this message? 
Certainly not, because we left out 
a very important detail. How is a 
song played and a life lived? 
   When we look back at our    
passage of scripture above, we see 
it was taken from the very first 
song book, “The Book of Psalms.” 
Some people refer to it as the He-
brew choir book. The Book of 
Psalms, meaning songs, contains 
150 of the most beautiful songs 
ever written. Each representing it’s 
own message, it’s own theme and 
surely a comparison to how a life 
is lived. But here is the part I do 
not want us to miss, these early 
writers knew exactly how a song 
was to be played and what made a 
song, a song. It’s the pause. When 
you look at the end of the passage 
of above, you’ll see the word 
“Selah” which means to pause. If 
we didn’t have pauses in our 
songs, they would just be a bunch 
of noise with words. It is the 
pause, that makes a song, a song. 
The same applies to our life. There 
are going to be times in our life 
when God is silent, and can even 
feel distant, though he’s not. 
Those times of silence could    
represent a pause in our song of 
life. So why should we be thankful 
for them? 
  Let me share briefly of my      
personal experience with my first 
pause and how I became so thank-
ful for it. After I was saved in   
August of 1996, I spent so much 
of time studying God’s word and 
listening to his small still voice.
(Not audible) It was something I 

had grew so accustomed to and 
look forward to every day of 
communion with him. It was 
then after many years of      
enjoying this experience, there 
was silence. I could tell some-
thing was different and I was 
missing my special times with 
him. I got anxious about it, 
prayed hard for answers and 
questioned what was wrong 
with me. It was during this 
time, which had lasted for 
weeks, but felt like years, that I 
read a devotional about being 
thankful for the pause in my 
song. Here’s what it taught me: 
The pause was part of God’s 
plan for the song of my life. 
That I should be thankful for 
being able to recognize I was in 
a pause. So many people never 
recognize the pause, because 
they’ve either, never heard the 
small still voice of the Holy 
Spirit or never got still enough 
to listen for it. I became very 
thankful for my time of      
communion, that I once had 
with the Lord. The pause made 
me pursue him even more than 
before, and that I would not 
take for granted this special 
communication I have with 
him that can take place any 
moment of any day. So let me 
ask this question, “Are you 
thankful for the “Pause”? Is 
your life being played out with 
just noise and words, or is 
there pauses that make your 
life a song? 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Buddy 
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It seems that today we 

are witnessing less and less 

with church goers/members 

failing to ready/study the   

Bible. Lifeway poll research 

of 2000 Americans shows 

only 1/3 read the bible every 

day. We have plenty of      

Bibles to read. The average 

household has 3.5 copies in 

their homes. 

According to Ed    

Stetzer, president of Lifeway 

Research, owning multiple 

bibles seems more important 

than reading it. Of those 

polled, 33% read it daily; 

22% read it 3 times a week; 

22% read it once a week; 

11% once a month. That 

means that 12% do not read 

the bible. About 80% of 

American homes own at least 

one bible. 

Studies show that 

regular bible readers are more 

involved in church activities. 

85% attend worship services; 

72% read religious books; 

53% attend Sunday school; 

47% volunteer as church 

leaders. However, 42% say 

they have trouble finding 

time to read the Bible. Read-

ing the Bible 15 minutes a 

day is 1% of our God given 

day. Then why do we not 

read God’s word? 2 Timothy 

2:15 tells us to “study to 

show ourselves approved 

unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of 

truth.” 

One would think with 

the bible being the #1 selling 

book of all time that we 

would read it more. There are 

over 6,000,000,000 (6 billion) 

published bibles throughout 

the world. With all these  

copies sold/distributed, it’s 

lost some of its prominence in 

affecting people’s lives. 

Why? Because Christians do 

not read and heed the bible. 

The bible has been 

t rans la ted  in to  1 ,300          

languages. More are being 

completed as we write this. 

Then we as Christians should 

read and study the bible     

because God does not change 

and because mankind’s nature 

does not change; it is relevant 

for us to study. It is important 

for Christians to have a daily 

devotion through bible study. 

I n  a  C h r i s t i a n     

Broadcas t ing  Network       

survey: 80% of young adults 

could not name the 4 gospels; 

60% could not name ½ of the 

10 commandments. 80%    

including “born again”  

Christians believe, “God 

helps those who help      

themselves”. 31% believe a 

good person can earn their 

way to heaven. 

In Amos chapter 8:11 

tells us that days are coming, 

“Behold, the day come, saith 

the Lord God, that I will send 

a famine in the land, not a 

famine of bread, nor a thirst 

for water, but of hearing the 

word of the Lord.” The 

American Bible Association 

survey showed 77% of 

American’s think that moral-

ity in the United States is 

headed down hill. Only 1 in 5 

read God’s word (the Holy 

Bible) on a regular basis. 

So get your bible(s) 

rounded up, cleaned up, 

dusted off, and let us become 

students of God’s word.     

Remember the bible is a 

weapon against Satan. So 

hide God’s word in your heart 

so that we might not sin 

against Him. 

Otis Bowen, Deacon 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT…. 

Where in the world is the bible and why do we not read it? 

 Thomas Village Baptist Church 
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Sunday School 

Perfect Attendance 
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April 2015 

MEN Paul Arwood 

 Roy Baker 

 Bill Bowen 

 Joe Carter 

 Scott Carter 

 Rick Holland 

 Jay Keck 

 Kent Lawson 

 Larry Prevatte 

LIFE LESSONS Sharon Collier 

 Pansy Flanary 

 Patsy Fritz 

 Nancy Rhoton 

YOUTH Santana Adams 

 Frank Pennington 

 Trey Pennington 

 Emily Ward 

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS None 
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April 2015 

PAIRS & SPARES Pauline Berry 

 Ron Edwards 

 Ken Flanary 

 Julie Fuller 

 Pat Fuller 

 Michael Hammonds 

 Kay Jessee 

 Phillip Smith 

  

WOMEN Linda Arwood 

 Janette Carter 

 Mozelle Carter 

 Yvonne Edwards 

 Sabrina Holland 

 Sharon Holland 

 Ruby Keck 

 Janey Osborne 

 Ruth Osborne 

 Hazel Stanley 

  

YOUNG COUPLES Wendy Chambers 

 Allison Jerrell 

 Scott Jerrell 

 

Sunday School 

Perfect Attendance 



May 2015 Page 5 

4-May Rowena Black 

7-May Phillip Stanley 

10-May Yvonne Edwards 

13-May Lou Baxley 

13-May Betty Carter 

17-May Jimmy Edwards 

18-May Rhonda Smith 

18-May Margaret Wheeler 

19-May Patsy Fritz 

19-May Madison Smith 

24-May Emily Ward 

27-May Glenda Osborne 

28-May Tyler Hass 

30-May Tommy Mullins 

30-May Matt Smith 

31-May Freda Starnes 

3-May Bill & Debbie Aistrop 

22-May Larry & Sharon Collier 

25-May Ken & Pansy Flanary 

28-May Chris & Candice Collier 

28-May Cheyenne & Heather Osborne 

30-May Keith & Lou Baxley 

30-May Wayne & Tammy Bledsoe 

12-Jun Michael & Valerie Hammonds 

16-Jun Scott & Allison Jerrell 

23-Jun Keith & Jessica Roach 

26-Jun Ron & Carol Edwards 

5-Jun Ken Flanary 

8-Jun Candice Collier 

9-Jun Heather Osborne 

10-Jun Jasmine Carter 

10-Jun Keith Roach 

11-Jun Danny Rhoton 

15-Jun Bruce Bishop 

16-Jun Susan Carter 

18-Jun Wayne Bledsoe 

18-Jun Santana Adams 

20-Jun Brenda Walsworth 

21-Jun Judy Legg 

21-Jun Kristin Smith 

22-Jun April Stapleton 

24-Jun Janey Osborne 

30-Jun Ron Edwards 
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 WoRM attendance has been steady, but we’re expecting God to do 
great things in WoRM. And this expectation begins with parents. Parents, please take time to 
read the insert on “10 Reasons to bring your child to Sunday School,” or go http://ministry-
to-children.com/sunday-school-10-reasons/ for more information. We’d like to see every chair 
filled in Sunday School. 
 

 The annual Easter EGGstravaganza was held on Saturday, April 4. 
Headed up by Vanessa Jessee and Peggy Stanley, it was a spectacular day for Easter egg hunt-
ers! The event began with a message from Pastor Buddy about the red egg symbolizing the im-
portance of the blood shed for us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The children designed 
eggs with all the beautiful colors God has given us. The children were divided into five age 
groups to hunt eggs, cleverly hidden by our middle school children. A big THANK YOU  to 
the high school Wednesday night class for stuffing the eggs. The children enjoyed a delicious 
lunch of pizza, cupcakes, and cookies. EGGstravaganza, once again, was a great kick-off to the 
Easter weekend. Thanks to all who made this event possible and to everyone who attended. 

            

http://ministry-to-children.com/sunday-school-10-reasons/
http://ministry-to-children.com/sunday-school-10-reasons/
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 The children finished Rotation 6, “Jesus’ Resurrection through the Eyes 
of Mary Magdalene,” on April 12. This lesson emphasized to the children that Jesus calls 
each of us by name. 

 

 On April 19, Rotation 7 began.  The children are learning the 
story, “Peter Knows Who Jesus Is.”  As the teachers reveal scriptural facts about Peter’s life 
and confession, kids will see that just as Peter made a choice to believe Jesus was his Savior, 
we all have a choice to make. Children who attend the full rotation will understand that   
Peter got it wrong just as many times as he got it right, yet Jesus still loved him and used him. 
A wonderful message in that He can use us too—even though, just like Peter, we make      
mistakes too. 

 

We are always looking for workers in children’s ministries. Sunday School is a place where 
you can make a difference in a child’s life. Children and teachers/workers love the concept 
of WoRM Sunday School. 

If you are interested in learning more about Worm, contact Allison Jerrell or Teresa Stanley. 
Feel free to stop by the children’s wing any Sunday morning from 9:45 to 10:45 to observe 
Worm in action. 

Submitted by Teresa Stanley 
Director of Children’s Ministries 



Exodus 3:13 Then Moses 

said to God, “Indeed, when I 

come to the children of Is-

rael and say to them, ‘The 

God of your fathers has sent 

me to you,’ and they say to 

me, ‘What is His name?’ 

what shall I say to them?” 14 

And God said to Moses, “I 

AM WHO I AM.” And He 

said, “Thus you shall say to 

the children of Israel, ‘I AM 

has sent me to you.’” 15 

Moreover God said to Moses, 

“Thus you shall say to the 

children of Israel: ‘The 

LORD God of your fathers, 

the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, has sent me to you. 

This is My name forever, 

and this is My memorial to 

all generations. 

    

 Do You Believe? 

One of the most frequent 

things people say today is 

“Well – it just is what it is”.   

And when you think about it 

that pretty much hits the nail 

on the head doesn’t it?   I 

mean right or wrong, good or 

bad, the situation is what it is.  

Every bad decision that we 

get ourselves into (and the 

consequences), every time we 

say a hurtful word (and the 

sorrow it brings), every piece 

of advice we give that’s based 

on emotion (and not based on 

God’s word), and every ulte-

rior motive we may have to 

doing something (and then 

realizing that it’s not about 

us), all result in us having to 

step up to the plate and take 

our punches.  Reality sets in 

and we start wondering how 

we could have gone so wrong 

and why we would even at-

tempt something without 

praying and seeking God’s 

guidance about it first.  But 

we all do it – leaping ahead 

blindly into the world and 

then ending up in bad or pain-

ful situations.  Life just really 

stinks sometimes and the 

situations that we end up in 

aren’t what we might pick for 

ourselves if we could choose, 

but we must remember that if 

God is in control, then the 

battleground that we are 

fighting in and the trials that 

we must experience are all a 

part of his plan for us.  

 

 If you believe that God is 

love, you will also  accept 

the fact that his will is al-

ways best for you.  

And we must believe it !    

We also must believe that 

there are some things that 

only God can do.  I’m talking 

about bringing people out of 

bondage, putting marriages 

back together, taking addic-

tions away, changing cold 

hearts, forgiveness of others 

(and ourselves), and seeing 

others as our precious Lord 

sees them – warts and all.  

That’s another thing that 

makes God just so darn spe-

cial – because there are things 

that only he can do.   

So the next time you hear (or 

say) “it is what it is”, then 

just thank the Lord because 

he’s got a reason for it and we 

might as well praise him for 

the journey. 

 

Janey       

Do You Believe? 
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 If you can help with either of these new summertime ministries for any amount 

of time in June or July, please contact Janey Osborne at janeyosborne@charter.net or  

423-306-2498.  They will be starting the week of June 8, and continue through the end 

of July.  Thanks! 

  Wednesday Night ‘Making a Difference’ in our community.  We will be sending 

out two groups of people to The Village and another location with food, music, and 

ministry.  Let’s take church outside our walls!  We are looking for volunteers to help 

with making sandwiches/food bags, those that can play a guitar and sing, those that 

want to lead devotions, and those that want to go out into our community to “Make a 

Difference”. 

 Tuesday and/or Thursday “Kids Day Out” at H.O.P.E. Christian Ministries.  We 

are looking for some volunteers to do a miniature VBS type program at H.O.P.E. from 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  We will need volunteers to help fix them a meal, make crafts, and tell 

them about Jesus through stories or play. 

H.O.P.E. Christian Ministries 

The  Awana closing ceremony will be May 17th at 6:00 p.m. with a hot dog supper to 

follow.  We will have our area missionaries Wally and Wendy Shields with us that 

night and will be presenting awards and each class will have a showcase of what they 

learned. 

AWANA Celebration! 

Senior News 

The senior adults will be attending Carter's Fold on Friday, June 5th to see "Keep it on 

the Sunny Side" by the Barter Players.  It is a play about the Carter family and Scott 

County.  We will eat dinner at Smokin’ Pig in Gate City before the play.  Please plan 

to leave TVBC at 5pm. We have already made reservations, but if you want to attend 

we will be happy to check  for openings. 

Tentative date for Farmer's Daughter, Saturday, August 8th. 

 

If you are interested in attending Fall Jubilee in Gatlinburg on Sept 21(mon)-Sept 23 

(Wed) please let me know.        

Peggy Stanley 

mailto:janeyosborne@charter.net
tel:423-306-2498


While sleeping late can be nice, have you considered the benefits of Sunday School attendance for your 

child? Here are 10 reasons to make it a priority in your family. 

 

1. Send the Right Message: Making Sunday School a priority shows your kids that God's Word really 

does matter more than pillow-time. 

 

2. Age Targeted Teaching: Where else can your kids get Biblical instruction that's focused toward 

their developmental abilities? 

 

3. Friends: In Sunday School, your child will build positive friendships with their peers by discovering 

God's Word together. 

 

4. It's Fun: Sunday School is not Disney World, but our teachers do work hard to teach the Bible in 

ways that are relevant and fun for kids. 

 

5. Spiritual Mentors: A dedicated teacher can be a Christian role model who supports you and helps 

inspire the faith of your child. 

 

6. Systematic Bible Learning: Our curriculum is designed to give a broad foundation, so children will 

understand how all the parts of Scripture point to Christ. 

 

7. Praying Teachers: Our teachers consistently pray for your child's faith to grow. Coming to Sunday 

School gives another occasion for God to answer those requests. 

 

8. Big Reward For a Small Investment: If you're already coming to church, just come a little earlier. 

That one change will equal over 800 hours of additional Christian teaching before your child graduates.  

 

9. Adult Bible Fellowship: While the children enjoy their class, you can fellowship with other adults 

in your own Bible study group. 

 

10. You'll Be On Time: Families who come to Sunday School always get to worship on time. It's the 

easiest way to avoid being late. 

 



Twelve ladies from TVBC attended Boones Creek Baptist Church on April 4th to attend their 
women’s conference with singer, songwriter, and Christian speaker, Kelly Minter.  



THE MIND OF A CHILD 

The Sunday School teacher was describing that when Lot's wife looked back at Sodom 

she turned into a pillar of salt, when Bobby interrupted. "My mommy looked back once 

while she was driving," he announced, "and she turned into a telephone pole." 

 

Another Sunday School teacher said to her children, "We have been learning about how 

powerful the kings and queens were in Biblical times. But there is a higher power. Who 

can tell me what it is?" Tommy blurted out, "I know, Aces." 

 

After explaining the commandment to honor your father and mother, a Sunday School 

teacher asked her class if there was a commandment that teaches us how to treat our 

brothers and sisters. 

One boy, the oldest in his family, immediately answered, "Thou shalt not kill." 

 

Lot again... A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read, "The man 

named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back 

and was turned into a pillar of salt."  His son asked, "What happened to the flea?" 

Wayne and Tammy Bledsoe head up this group of primary and middle school age kids. Wednesday, 
May 6, they chose to do a service to God’s house by beautifying the landscape around the church     
building. They did a great job of working as a team and learning how the rod that was  placed on the 
young trees that were planted,  is how we support young Christians. 



SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA 500-7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group   

(Grades 8-12) 

7:00 p.m. 

Children’s Group    

  (K-7) 

7:00 p.m. 

CONTACT US: 

DEACONS 

Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or reporting 
errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in the next issue. 
Thank you.    

   Melissa Pennington, Editor      mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921 

CHURCH PHONE:  

276-431-4101      

 

WEB PAGE: www.thomasvillagebaptistchurch.org  

 

CONTACT PASTOR BUDDY: 

 

Email:   

buddyosborne@charter.net 

 

Address: 

5650 Orebank Road 

Kingsport, TN 37664 

 

Mobile: 

423-306-1999  

http://www.tvbcva.org
mailto:buddyosborne@charter.net

