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From the Pastor’s Pen
Why is Faith Important?
“Just ask an Awana worker”
AWANA- Approved Workmen are Not Ashamed: So where did they go
to come with this name and its meaning? 2 Timothy 2:15, Be diligent to
present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. In the AWANA program, these
kids are taught to memorize God’s word, not only that, but how to apply it
to their lives. These kids are God’s workmen, who do not need to be
ashamed; because why? Because they can understand what God’s word
says. When we look at the first part of that verse, “approved to God”, we
could say, “Pleasing to God.” So what pleases God? Hebrew11:6, But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him. Just like you as parents, when you tell your kids something, it pleases
you if they believe what you tell them and pleases you more when they do
what you tell them. So to please God, we have to believe who he says he is,
and believe what he says is true.
So where does this faith come from? Romans 10:17, So then faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. So when these AWANA kids
are taught the word of God by hearing it, it increases their faith, which in
turn pleases God.
When we talk about the word faith, we need to understand how the bible
defines it. Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen. If I love my wife, I have faith to believe she’ll
love me back. Even though I can’t see love, there is evidence that it exists
because of the way my wife treats me. Not just because she says she loves
me, but because she shows me that she loves me. The same is true with
God. Even though I can’t see heaven, because of God’s love for me and my
faith in him I have faith to believe I’ll see it someday. Though I can’t see
God, there is evidence that he exists just because of creation itself, this earth
had to come from somewhere. God also didn’t just say he loved the whole
world, he showed us that he loved us. John 3:16, For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him,
shall not perish, but have everlasting life. Then look how he showed that
love. Romans 5:8, But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Let me go back to my original question. Why is Faith Important?
Ephesians, 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, The reason these AWANA workers
invest their lives in these children, is to increase their faith so they will
make the right choice with the greatest decision of their life, which is to
place their faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. I praise God for
our AWANA workers and this wonderful ministry that is making an eternal
difference in the lives of our children.
God bless, Pastor Buddy

Pastor Buddy Osborne
Worship Schedule
SUNDAY
Sunday School

9:45 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

6:00 p.m.

AWANA

5:00-7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Youth Group

7:00 p.m.

Deacons

Paul Arwood

431-2666

Roy Baker

431-1155

Otis Bowen

431-2622

Don Carter

431-2342

Bill DeBoard

452-4331

Scott Jerrell

940-1261

Kay Jessee

431-2751

Frank Pennington
Phillip Smith

423-579-2918
431-2757
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Life and Honor
Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 (The Message)
Honor and enjoy your Creator while you're still
young,
Before the years take their toll and your vigor
wanes,
Before your vision dims and the world blurs
And the winter years keep you close to the fire.
3-5
In old age, your body no longer serves you so
well
Muscles slacken, grip weakens, joints stiffen.
The shades are pulled down on the world.
You can't come and go at will. Things grind to a
halt.
The hum of the household fades away.
You are wakened now by bird-song.
Hikes to the mountains are a thing of the past.
Even a stroll down the road has its terrors.
Your hair turns apple-blossom white,
Adorning a fragile and impotent matchstick
body.
Yes, you're well on your way to eternal rest,
While your friends make plans for your funeral.
6-7
Life, lovely while it lasts, is soon over.
Life as we know it, precious and beautiful, ends.
The body is put back in the same ground it came
from.
The spirit returns to God, who first breathed it.
So as my mother was in the last stages of
Alzheimer’s disease it was, to say the least, just as
dreadful for her as it was our entire family. This disease takes away memories, the ability to eat, walk,
speak, and reason. In other words, it shuts down
your entire body and then you die. In the end she
was bedridden because even with everyone’s help
and care, she could no longer move from place to
place without total assistance. We all had the honor
and privilege, even as hard as it was mentally, to
spend time with her and to be honest with you, I was
angry at the disease, angry at her, angry at myself,
and angry in general because no matter how hard I
tried to communicate with her as a daughter, and
even as a caretaker, she was just a shell of herself.

Not knowing who or even why I was there and not
being able to help herself at all, she was totally
dependent on others.
My mother was no longer the person she
was. No longer the vibrant, funny, helpful,
encouraging, caring person she once was. Her
time on earth came to an end as it talks about in
verses 6-7. The Bible also speaks in Ecclesiastes
12 of how those of us left here on earth can be
stripped of God’s purpose, spirit, and love. This
passage advises us that we must put God first in
our lives because without Him we have nothing.
We need to remember that life is temporary here
on earth, and that everything we have is disposable, including our bodies.
My mother was sitting in a shell of a body
and didn’t choose it. In comparison, I wonder how
many times the Lord looks at me and wonders why
I’m choosing to sit in just a shell of my body when
he’s given me a purpose to fulfill? Why do I
choose to let myself get caught up in worldly fulfillment and not long more for the spiritual fulfillment he wants to give me, and that I so desperately
need?
The only thing permanent/eternal/
everlasting is the Lord.
How about you? Is God calling you to get
focused more on him and not the things of this
world? Putting him first always is the key to our
relationship with him, and our happiness and joy
while we are on this earth. I need that. We need
that. We all need to get to the point where our first
thoughts and reaction, and therefore action, is all
about him.
Let’s pray that the Lord will continue to
choose to use us, and that we don’t ignore his
calling.
Love from our Lord,
Janey

MAY 2014

Page 3

Food for Thought………. “Holy Fruit”
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.” — Galatians :5 22-23 (KJV)
Paul is defining holy fruits of a Christian as: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These are the visible attributes of a believer’s life.
When I know Him, when I love Him, and when I imitate Him, the fruit of the spirit will grow and
mature within me. Fruit on a tree takes time to grow and mature. These virtues of the spirit also take time to
mature. Christians will recognize the maturing fruit of the Holy Spirit. Other will see the love of Jesus.
Pray to reveal all of these fruits of the spirit as we demonstrate our love to others.
Don Carter, Deacon

AWANA News
The 2013-2014 Awana year is coming to a close. Hard to believe how fast it went! We have
seen some exciting changes as well as new faces. The number of children doubled this year, and we
give God all the praise for that. The children have worked really hard in their handbooks and have
learned many bible verses. It has been thrilling to hear them recite a verse they have learned. We
introduced new theme nights, like “Candyland Night” where the teachers had to come up with a
lesson based on a candyland theme. We also introduced an exciting game called “The Number
Game” where the children had to find a notecard with a number on it, then answer the biblical
question that corresponded with the number on the card. Pleased to say that every class found the
card at least once during the year. We did various mission projects this year. We collected candy
for the “Trunk-or-Treat”, collected soup during our “SOUP-er Bowl Sunday” night for the food
pantry, and collected items for Ridgecrest Nursing Home. For those who finished half of their book
by a certain date, we took them to “Speedway in Lights” and they really enjoyed the trip.
The Awana program asks that the church join us on Sunday, May 18 at 6:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary for our closing ceremony. These kids have worked really hard this year and would like to
share with you all they are learned. We would like to thank you all for your support of this ministry
and ask you to prayerfully consider joining us next year, starting back on September 7 at
5:00 p.m. If you have any questions about the Awana ministry or would like to learn more about it,
please contact Scott and Allison Jerrell.
Allison Jerrell
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What’s Happened/Happening in Children’s Ministries
Average monthly attendance in children’s
Sunday School (nursery – 7th grade) for March
2014 was 44 as opposed to 42 in March 2013. Since
January 1, 2014, seven new members have been
added to the WoRM membership as follows: Alaina
Bowen, Emily Bledsoe, James Bledsoe, Morgyn
Bledsoe, Jared Noe, Sophie Chapman, and Eva
Roach.
Easter Eggstravaganza was held on
Saturday, April 19. This is a WoRM Sunday School
community-outreach event led by Peggy Stanley
and Vanessa Jessee. Thank you, Peggy and
Vanessa, and others who helped make this event
possible. The children enjoyed egg coloring and
hunting with candy and prizes. Joe Young, a
Christian magician, delivered an entertaining magic
show for the children, and he ended with an
invitation to the children to profess Jesus. We are
encouraged that the community is taking part in
more outreach events; in fact, the turnout for this
event was overwhelming. So, the event team has
already assessed the situation and made a checklist
of improvements that will make this event even
more successful next year.
In children’s choir, which began in February
and is led by Mardi Stewart and Catherine Ward,
the children sang in the morning worship service on
April 13. Children’s choir is divided into two age
groups whose practices rotate with children’s
church during morning worship. If you have
children from ages 3 – 7th grade who are interested
in singing, see Mardi or Catherine. The church is
eagerly anticipating the next choral presentation
from our talented children.
In the February rotation, the children earned
seeds (by attending, bringing their Bible, good
behavior, saying their memory verse, etc.) to send
to Nicaragua as part of their Missions Workshop.
This workshop was led by Nancy Carter who has
actually gone on missions to Nicaragua.
From March 9 through April 13 the children
were engaged in a six-week study titled Trial and
Crucifixion. While teaching about the death of

Jesus was difficult, it was necessary for the children
to understand that through His death we are saved.
The children were reminded of the sacrifice Christ
made on their behalf. The message of salvation was
presented to the children each week. The objective
for the children completing the rotation was to:






Know the story of Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.
Recognize that Jesus was God’s Son sent to die
for our sins.
Recognize that Jesus paid the penalty for our
sins so that we could have eternal life with God
if we accept the free gift of salvation.
Understand that Jesus rose again three days
later and that’s why we celebrate Easter.

Each year, the Easter lesson covers a sixweek span, as well as Christmas, while all other
rotations are five weeks in duration.
Our current rotation began on Easter, titled
the Walk to Emmaus which runs from April 20 –
May 18. The focus scripture is Luke 24:13-35. In
this rotation, the objective is for the children to:




Know the story of the walk to Emmaus
Explore the idea of walking with Jesus and our
continuing faith journey
Understand that Jesus is still alive today, and
we need to learn to “recognize” His work in our
life

In this rotation, we’ve implemented a Storytelling workshop in place of Drama. Whitney
Worley will lead this workshop, where the children
will actually experience a bit of the walk to
Emmaus.
Peggy Stanley is stepping in as the Art
Workshop leader while Carolyn Dishner takes a
break. In Art, the children will create an art display
accomplished through decorating a cutout of their
feet to remind them of their faith journey.
(Continued on page 5)
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What’s Happened/Happening in Children’s Ministries
(continued from page 4)
In Games, led by Rhonda Smith, the children
will go on a scavenger hunt that all relates to the Walk
to Emmaus.
Susan Carter leads the Café Workshop. This
rotation, the children will prepare and eat an Emmaus
Road Trail Mix.
Shirley Wells is leading the Computer Workshop. The children will watch a You Tube video titled
“Emmaus” and play an interactive quiz game titled
Worldly Wise which reinforces their knowledge about
the Walk to Emmaus.
There is no Theater workshop in this rotation.
We wish to thank Tracie Bowers for her years of
dedicated service directing the Theater workshop. We
welcome Kathy Pierson as the new Theater Workshop
leader.
We have begun serving a light breakfast of
cereal bars and juice as the children arrive. At the end
of the Sunday School hour, they receive a treat as
well. Popcorn and juice is always served in the
Theater. In Café, the children make a recipe and then
eat it. If you would like to volunteer to bring breakfast
on any Sunday for the children, contact Teresa Stanley
or Allison Jerrell.
WoRM needs more volunteers to substitute on
any given Sunday. Currently, we have a need in the
Art Workshop for a five-week commitment.

In February, we formed a rotation lesson
writing team consisting of Allison and Scott
Jerrell, Vanessa Jessee, Catherine Ward, Jane
Carter, Shirley Wells, and Teresa Stanley. The
objective of the team is to write the final 10
lessons (for year six) of the six-year program.
We met with Anita Greer from Weber City
Baptist to discuss resources and methods for
writing the lessons. At this time, the team is
scheduled to meet again on May 19 to assess
progress. Each team member was assigned 1 – 2
lessons to complete by August 2015.
Allison Jerrell has been trained and is
working in the WoRM department as assistant
director. Allison Jerrell and Teresa Stanley are
currently working on editing the ten lessons for
year 5 of the six-year program. This task must
be completed by August 2014.
Teresa Stanley
Director of Children’s Ministries

Games Workshop with Park Ranger Rhonda Smith
and Hiking Guide Peggy Stanley with the Trailblazers
group.

Café Workshop with Park Ranger Susan Carter and the Explorers Group
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Women on Missions (WOM)
Twenty one ladies enjoyed a
wonderful Women’s Conference at
First Baptist Church Woodstock,
GA on May 2nd and May 3rd. Dr.
Johnny Hunt and his wife Janet
spoke to us along with Dr. Charles
Lowery. We were truly blessed to
be able to go on this trip. One of the
things that stood out in my mind
after the trip was that we are to
forgive because we have been
forgiven.
The other thing that really
stood out to me was something that
Dr. Lowery said when he first
opened up Friday evening. He said
“relax”. For those of you who are
obsessive compulsive like myself,
this is really challenging to do, but I
am going to do my best not to sweat

the small stuff. We’ll see how that
goes!
Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes in honor or memory of your
Mother’s are due this coming
Sunday, May 11th.Please complete
a sheet with your mother’s name
and your name to put in the basket
on the table in the foyer for Susan
Carter to fix for the power point
presentation.
Remember to put Relay for
Life on your calendar-Friday, June
20, 2014 at 6:00 pm. In the near
future, there will be luminary bags
in the foyer for you to decorate in
memory of someone you have lost
to cancer or in honor of someone
you know that has survived cancer.
Please be thinking about who you

would like to honor in this way.
This is one of the ways to
donate money for the Relay for
Life walk. The luminaries are
$5.00 each.
Please remember the
WOM will be having a yard
sale on June 6th and June 7th to
offset the cost of the women’s
conference. So remember us
when you are cleaning out your
closets or just spring cleaning in
general. If there are items you
would like to donate, we would
certainly appreciate it. Please go
ahead and price your items if
you don’t mind.
Love in Christ,
Rhonda Smith

WOM Director
Staff

Newsletter…….……….....Melissa Pennington
Network
Administrator………...…............Shane Bowers
WoRM Sunday
School Director………...….......Teresa Stanley
Adult Sunday
School Director….......................Sharon Holland
AWANA Commander………...….Scott Jerrell

Music
Pianist…..……………..….…....Nancy Rhoton
Choir Director …………….………......Vacant
Orchestra Director ………..…Yvonne Edwards
Sound Technician………….....…..Jamie Carter

Page 7

Easter EGGstravaganza

MAY 2014

THOMAS VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH

Page 8

Yvonne

Edwards

5/10

Lula

Baxley

5/13

Betty

Carter

5/13

Jimmy

Edwards

5/17

Rhonda

Smith

5/18

Margaret

Wheeler

5/18

Patsy

Fritz

5/19

Madison

Smith

5/19

Emily

Ward

5/24

Glenda

Osborne

5/27

Tyler

Hass

5/28

Tommy

Mullins

5/30

Matt

Smith

5/30

Freda

Starnes

5/31

Carroll

Johnson

6/4

Ken

Flanary

6/5

Candice

Collier

6/8

Heather

Osborne

6/9

Jasmine

Carter

6/10

Keith

Roach

6/10

Danny

Rhoton

6/11

Bruce

Bishop

6/15

Susan

Carter

6/16

David

Harris

6/17

Santana

Adams

6/18

Jerry

Legg

6/19

Brenda

Walsworth

6/20
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Ken & Pansy

Flanary

5/25

Larry & Sharon

Collier

5/22

Chris & Candice

Collier

5/28

Cheyenne & Heather

Osborne

5/28

Wayne & Tammy

Bledsoe

5/30

Keith & Lula

Baxley

5/30

Michael & Valerie

Hammonds

6/12

Scott & Allison

Jerrell

6/16

Keith & Jessica

Roach

6/23

Ron & Carol

Edwards

6/26

John & Vivian

Gilbert

6/28

Sunday School Perfect Attendance

April 2014

Crawlers

Gideon Miller

Wanderers

Ava Miller
Eli Stewart
Jackson Worley

Sightseers

Andrew Jerrell

Explorers

Virginia Bledsoe
Cassidy Hammonds

Adventurers

Elizabeth Berry
Emilee Jerrell
Elle Miller

Trailblazers

Katie Bledsoe
Seth Chambers
Maximus Miller
Emily Ward

THOMAS VILLAGE BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School Perfect Attendance

Page 10

April 2014

MEN

Paul Arwood
Bill Bowen
Don Carter
Joe Carter
Jimmy Edwards
Richard Holland
Jay Keck
Kent Lawson
Keith Roach
Dennis Stanley
Phillip Stanley

NEW MEMBERS CLASS

Pauline Berry
Donna Brown
Patsy Fritz
James Hartsock
Nancy Hartsock
Buddy Osborne
Nancy Rhoton

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS

Wayne Bledsoe
John Franklin

LIFE LESSONS

Sharon Collier

YOUNG COUPLES

Lowell Bledsoe
Wendy Chambers
Ted Fletcher
Scott Jerrell
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance

April 2014

YOUTH

Santana Adams
Jake Boyd
Trevor Lawrence
Frank Pennington
Trey Pennington
Haley Woods

PAIRS & SPARES

Carol Edwards
Ron Edwards
Yvonne Edwards
Julie Fuller
Pat Fuller
Ken Flanary
Michael Hammonds
Kay Jessee
Alma Mullins
Dwight Pierson
Phillip Smith

WOMEN

Phyllis Baker
Ruth Bowen
Betty Carter
Janette Carter
Mozelle Carter
Sabrina Holland
Sharon Holland
Ruby Keck
Hazel Stanley
Wilma Tomlinson

