
 So let’s look back at our 

original question; “Do you     

expect storms or accept them? 

When you and I accept the 

storms of life, I believe we can 

almost pass through them with-

out much disruption to our life. 

We shouldn’t sit around expect-

ing them to come, but accept 

them as being part of life in this 

world. I have known people in 

my life that has displayed that 

action. You would never know 

they were in the middle of a 

storm unless someone told you. 

These are people have accepted 

their storms as something good, 

and that God has a purpose for 

allowing it in their life. I believe 

these are the people who take 

God at his word when he said, “I 

will never leave you nor forsake 

you.” As for me, I want to get to 

that point in life, where I accept 

my storms. I want to claim God’s 

promise found in Psalm 61, that 

he is my shelter from every 

storm. So what do you want to 

do with your storms; “Expect 

them or accept them?” 

 

Pastor Buddy 

 

Psalm 61:3 For You have been a 

shelter for me, A strong tower 

from the enemy. 4 I will abide in 

Your tabernacle forever; I will 

trust in the shelter of Your wings. 

 

 As each of us pass through 

this life, we will all have storms 

that each of us will face. There 

will be storms of great testing 

which will   require wisdom and 

discernment to make the right         

decision. Storms of great trials, 

which will require grace, peace 

and comfort that only the Lord 

can deliver. There will be also be 

storms in the midst of our        

victories that will require great 

humility to overcome so we don’t 

become proud and conceited. Yes, 

there will always be storms to 

face in each of our lives, but have 

you ever thought about this      

question in relation to them; “Do 

you expect storms or accept 

them? Maybe you’re thinking 

both and you would be partially 

right. I believe though, that there 

is more the Lord wants you and I 

know concerning our storms. 

  

 When we look at a       

passage of scripture found in the 

Gospel of Mark, we find this 

story, Mark 4:35 On the same 

day, when evening had come, He 

said to them, “Let us cross over 

to the other side.” 36 Now when 

they had left the multitude, they 

took Him along in the boat as He 

was. And other little boats were 

also with Him. 37 And a great 

windstorm arose, and the waves 

beat into the boat, so that it was 

already filling. 38 But He was in 

the stern, asleep on a pillow. And 

they awoke Him and said to Him, 

“Teacher, do You not care that 

we are perishing?”  The men 

who got in to the boat that day 

with Jesus were mostly fisher-

men, who knew the sea. They 

knew how storms could suddenly 

arise, and so they probably         

expected it could happen. They 

also knew that if it did, Jesus was 

in the boat with them, so what 

could happen? Here’s where 

things change. They expected a 

storm, but they did not accept it 

because we see that they became 

afraid they were going to die.  

We know from reading on in the 

scriptures that Jesus calmed the 

storm, but he also asked them 

why they were afraid and where 

was their faith. I believe that  

Jesus was asking his disciples 

this question, “Why couldn’t you   

accept that storm as being good 

for you and accept I was with 

you?” 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT….Church le ss  

“you have been faithful over a 

few things”. The fields are white 

and the laborers are few. Remem-

ber there is strength in numbers. I 

love each of you more than you 

will ever know. 

Your servant, 

Phil Smith, Deacon 

 I came across some notes 

that I had prepared a few years 

ago for a Sunday school lesson.  I 

am convinced that we are living 

in the luke-warm Laodicea time 

mentioned in Revelation. Again, 

these notes are a few years old, so 

I am positive times are worse than 

when the following survey was 

take. 

 World Christian Encyclo-

pedia, author David Barrett esti-

mates that there are over 112 mil-

lion churchless Christians world-

wide. Reasons given include but 

are  not limited to the following: 

 Dissatisfied / discontent 

 Lack of concern 

 Lack of authenticity 

 Tired of professional presen-

tations 

 Bored 

 Cultural preference 

 Personal factors 

 Broken relationships 

 Disagreements over doctrine 

 Church is totally irrelevant to 

the community 

 Filled with poor leaders  

 No vision 

 Membership is aged / no 

youth 

 More concerned about image 

that reality 

 Sees no need for change 

 Evangelism is dead and the 

only community are those 

inside the building 

 Does not share a relevant 

message for a relevant time 

 Does not care for me as a 

person only a check book 

 Politics and infighting (have 

to wheel and deal to get 

things done) 

 Too busy 

 Family / home responsibili-

ties 

 Disenchantment with the 

pastor / church 

 Church members seemed 

hypocritical 

 Church members were judg-

mental of others 

 Church was run by cliques 

that discouraged involve-

ment 

 Church not helping to de-

velop them spiritually 

 Stopped believing in organ-

ized religion 

 Yes the list is endless. 

Our commitment to our church 

should be one of our top priori-

ties. The New Testament writers 

kept encouraging the early 

church and we should read their 

words with a new found deter-

mination to not give up, to 

keeping pressing on, to fight the 

fight so we can hear the words, 
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Let us not give up meeting         

together, as some are in the habit 

of doing, but let us encourage one 

another--and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching.   

Hebrews 10:25 NIV 
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3-Mar Dennis & Teresa Stanley 

12-Mar Phillip & Peggy Stanley 

17-Mar Adam & Tabitha Miller 

21-Mar Leonard & Nancy Rhoton 

25-Mar Shelia & Gerald Cantrell 

1-Mar Lora Smith 

4-Mar Jackie Moore 

5-Mar Julie Fuller 

6-Mar Scott Carter 

9-Mar Bill DeBoard 

17-Mar Jacob Falin 

22-Mar Mozelle Carter 

23-Mar John Franklin 

27-Mar Adam Miller 

28-Mar Eli Stewart 

29-Mar Jack Fritz 

31-Mar Don Carter 

Due to the extended periods of inclement 

weather  in February, it was decided by 

the Sunday School directors  to not report 

perfect attendance for the  month. 

S u n d ay  S ch oo l  a n d  Wo RM  

Pe r f e c t  At t e n dan c e   

Fe b r u ar y  20 15  

If anyone is interested in helping with the 

newsletter, please contact Melissa Pennington 

at mdpenn276@gmail.com or  423-579-2921. 

6-Apr Dan & Dena Bates 

8-Apr David & Nancy Carter 

10-Apr Don & Jane Carter 

26-Apr Bruce & Noralee Bishop 

7-Apr Wilma  Tomlinson 

8-Apr Kayla Chambers 

8-Apr Elle Miller 

14-Apr Tessa Bowers 

17-Apr Otis Bowen 

20-Apr Bill Aistrop 

20-Apr Bill Glines 

23-Apr Jeremy Carter 

23-Apr Lucille Gilliam 

26-Apr Dena Bates 

28-Apr Hamilton Osborne 

29-Apr Gary Williams 
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WoRM (Workshop Rotation Method Sunday School) 

attendance had been steadily increasing until . . . the 

snowstorms of February 2015!  But sunnier days are 

ahead, and the WoRM team is looking forward to   

leading the children into the Easter season which      

begins with a new rotation on March 8. 

The annual Easter EGGstravaganza is Saturday, April 4. Stay tuned for details as Vanessa 

Jessee and Peggy Stanley make plans for that spectacular day. 

The children finish the fifth rotation of year five of the WoRM program on March 1. 

Although the weather cut this rotation a little short, the children enjoyed learning 

about “Jesus Calms a Storm.” Special thanks to Nathaniel Smith, who portrayed Jesus 

on the boat. Each week he donned his robe and wig and made a surprise entry to the 

Theater. He made the stormy boat scene come to life for the children. 

The WoRM program kicks off the Easter season on March 8 with a six-week study (ending 

April 12) titled Jesus’ Resurrection through the Eyes of Mary Magdalene. This lesson      

emphasizes to the children that Jesus calls each of us by name. In this  rotation, the children 

will enjoy the Drama and Science workshops in addition to the usual Theater, Art, Games 

and Café. 

We are always looking for workers in children’s ministries. Sunday School is a place where 

you can make a difference in a child’s life. Children and teachers/workers love the concept of 

WoRM Sunday School.  

 

Here’s why: 

WoRM emphasizes the learning environment and uses multiple learning styles to teach the Bible.  Because 

the learning is multi-sensory, the more broadly and deeply it is stored and recalled by the children. 

Traditional Sunday School teaches information rather than transformation. WoRM transforms because it 

pays attention to all the ways a student learns. WoRM plants the seed of Bible stories one at a time over a 

period of time so that they can be carried by the learner far beyond the classroom to places where they   

continue to unfold. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about WoRM, contact Allison Jerrell or Teresa Stanley. Feel free to 

stop by the children’s wing any Sunday morning from 9:45 to 10:45 to observe WoRM in action. 

Submitted by Teresa Stanley 

Director of Children’s Ministries 



Thanks to Peggy Stanley for volunteering to head up this group!   

 

Friday, April 3 we will meet at TVBC at 5:30 p.m. to travel to Higher Ground Baptist Church to see the 

Easter Drama, no tickets needed just come and join us. 

 

The group will be taking a trip to Bays Mountain Park on Friday, April 24.  There is a limit of 25 for the 

barge trip and a sign up sheet is on the table in the lobby. 

The WOM finished 2014 with a bang. We gave the backpacks for Appalachia and received $3,096.00 

for the Lottie Moon Offering, our highest total yet. God is so good.  

 

We have hit the ground running for 2015.  We just finished the Moldova project that Debbie Aistrop 

heads up for us every year and she does an awesome job for us on that. 

 

We have 3 youth going on the mission trip in June and to help these young people out we will be having 

a soup and sandwich luncheon on March 15th after the a.m. service at church. The cost of the meal will 

be donations. Zack Dunlap, Santana Adams and Kayla Chambers will be helping with the luncheon. We 

will be having a yard sale also on May 1st and 2nd for the kids also so when you do your spring clean-

ing and want to donate anything for the yard sale let any of the WOM ladies know. 

 

I would like to leave you with one thing, What if you woke up today with only the things you thanked 

God for yesterday? 
 

Your sister in Christ          Pansy Flanary 

           WOM Director 
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LADIES you are invited to attend a Ladies Bible study on Tuesday, 

April 7 at 6:30 p.m. at Boones Trail Baptist Church with speaker Kelly 

Minter.  Cost is $15.00 and deadline is March 25. Give money and 

information to Carolyn Dishner or Peggy Stanley.  



Youth  Sunday  

 Despite the weather, our youth proved faithful in their attendance and fulfilled their commitment 

for Youth Sunday. Even though we only had one afternoon service on February 15, most of our faithful 

church family came to support our youth and our Lord. The group performed several songs and a short but 

powerful skit. Wayne Bledsoe also delivered a powerful message entitled, Cut the Rope.  
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 There will be approxi-

mately 30 individuals attending 

the Holston Baptist Association 

Student Conference at the Ridge-

crest Conference Center near 

Asheville, NC. This includes  

students and adults. They will be 

attending from March 27-29.  

  

 Don’t forget to help   

support three of our youth who 

will be going on the mission trip 

to Nicaragua in June. A soup and 

sandwich fundraiser is scheduled 

for March 15 and a yard sale is 

scheduled for May 1 and May 2.  

  

 We are blessed with a 

wonderful group of teens as well 

as adults who encourage and 

support our ministry.  



Swee t  P raye r  
trust him with everything, and our 

prayer conversation with him about 

our desires, anxieties, thoughts, 

questions, and wonderment of why 

things happen the way they do, 

needs to reflect our total trust in him 

to take care of us. In Philippians 4:6

-7, it says , ‘do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. 7 And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Je-

sus’. 

There’s a wonderful old hymn that 

says it so beautifully and is such a 

gentle reminder to us about what 

prayer really is.  Enjoy and believe 

that your prayer can be powerful 

and bring you great peace.   

Love from our Lord, Janey O 

 

Most of you reading this have 

been to, or at least visited, one 

or more churches at some point 

in your life.  For those of you 

that have visited varying 

churches, you have noticed that 

with each church there are 

things that are different, as well 

as some things that are the 

same.  Some church services are 

traditional in nature and follow 

somewhat of a schedule, while 

some are contemporary and go 

more with the flow.  Then you 

have those that whatever might 

happen just might happen, as 

I’m sure some of you know 

what I mean.  Those stories 

make for good suppertime 

chats.   (I’ll never forget the 

story my momma told me about 

going to a church service in 

Kentucky when she was a teen-

ager and not knowing that it 

was a snake handling service.  

She jumped over the pew to get 

out the back door!)  

I’ve had the wonderful opportu-

nity to be able to visit a lot of 

different churches during my 

lifetime, and one thing that I 

know can make a difference to 

the congregation and bring them 

into a state of worship, and also 

open hearts to hearing God’s 

word from the pastor, is prayer.    

The Bible is full of sweet words 

about prayer.  Isn’t it amazing 

that we can have an audience 

with our Lord anytime?  When I 

was a little girl, the church I at-

tended had a congregate prayer 

time that seemed to go on for-

ever (and as a child everything 

seemed long).  But when every-

one gathered at the altar for 

prayer, it always seemed like a 

contest to see who could pray the 

longest and the loudest.  Some 

were even repeating themselves to 

get in the last word before 

‘Amen’.  And later in life there 

was a young lady that would pray 

at the altar so loud and long, cry-

ing and rocking, that it seemed 

almost to be someone in despair 

and anguish.  And I believe that 

as we bear witness with someone, 

we know if prayers are being 

prayed to the Lord or for show.  

(The Bible says in Matthew 6:7-8 

“And when you pray, do not heap 

up empty phrases as the Gentiles 

do, for they think that they will be 

heard for their many words. 8 Do 

not be like them, for your Father 

knows what you need before you 

ask him.) 

And with that, we have to know 

that the Lord also knows our 

hearts when we pray.  He knows 

if we are serious and actually be-

lieve what we are praying or just 

throwing words out there.  But I 

think we can all agree that a 

prayer life without belief in the 

prayer can leave us empty.  In the 

song Lord I Need You by Matt 

Maher, it says in part:  

Lord, I come, I confess 

Bowing here, I find my rest 

Without You, I fall apart 

You're the One that guides my 

heart 

So I say, what good is praying if 

it doesn’t bring us peace?  If we 

are still anxious then what’s the 

point? I believe with all my heart 

that the Lord wants us to totally 
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Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care, 

And bids me at my Father’s throne 

Make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 

My soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

The joys I feel, the bliss I share, 
Of those whose anxious spirits burn 

With strong desires for thy return! 

With such I hasten to the place 
Where God my Savior shows His face, 

And gladly take my station there, 

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 

Thy wings shall my petition bear 

To Him whose truth and faithfulness 
Engage the waiting soul to bless. 

And since He bids me seek His face, 

Believe His Word and trust His grace, 
I’ll cast on Him my every care, 

And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
May I thy consolation share, 

Till, from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height, 
I view my home and take my flight. 

This robe of flesh I’ll drop, and rise 

To seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 

“Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!”  



CONTACT US: 
 

CHURCH PHONE:  

276-431-4101      

 

WEB PAGE: 

www.thomasvillagebaptistchurch.org  

 

CONTACT PASTOR BUDDY: 

 

Email:   

buddyosborne@charter.net 

 

Address: 

5650 Orebank Road 

Kingsport, TN 37664 

 

Mobile: 

423-306-1999  

Disclaimer: 

Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or re-

porting errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in 

the next issue. Thank you.    

   Melissa Pennington, Editor      mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921 
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B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  

Deacons  

Paul Arwood 431-2666 

Otis Bowen 431-2622 

Scott Jerrell 940-1261 

Kay Jessee 431-2751 

Frank Pennington 423-579-2918 

Phillip Smith 431-2757 

Schedule of Services  

SUNDAY  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship  11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Church 11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

AWANA 500-7:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY  

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth Group   

(Grades 8-12) 

7:00 p.m. 

Children’s Group    

  (K-7) 

7:00 p.m. 

Please visit the bulletin board near the business office 

for all kinds of information. There is a monthly calen-

dar, schedules for van drivers, ushers, nursery workers, 

church prep and deacon rotation. 

If you or someone you know is 

interested in using our facility for 

an event, please contact the 

church. You must fill out a request 

form which has the terms and 

guidelines for usage. This is then 

presented to the church council for 

review and approval. Please make 

your request as early as possible so 

that it can be processed in a timely 

manner. Thank you. 

http://www.tvbcva.org
mailto:buddyosborne@charter.net

