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The Pastor’s
Pen
Heaven can Wait!
James 4:13 Come now, you
who say, “Today or tomorrow
we will go to such and such a
city, spend a year there, buy
and sell, and make a profit”;
14 whereas you do not know
what will happen tomorrow.
For what is your life? It is
even a vapor that appears for
a little time and then vanishes
away.
I recently watched a
video about a woman at a
Garth Brooks concert who
held up a sign reading:
“Chemo this morning, Garth
Brooks tonight. Enjoying the
Dance.” What happened then
shows how God is always at
work when you and I just put
heaven on hold, and start
enjoying the abundant life our
Lord promised us in John
10:10 now. Garth Brooks took
her sign, gave her his guitar
then proclaimed to the whole
world how wonderful our God
is. He asked, “Did you ever
wish God would just reach
down from heaven and write
out a message just for you?”
He then said, “God just wrote
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a sign for me and I want to
praise him for all his goodness.” You see, both Garth’s
mother and sister died from
cancer and he needed a special
word from the Lord. So how
does all this tie-in Pastor?
I’m so glad you ask.
Here’s what the Lord spoke to
me about as I watched. Buddy,
don’t you get it and are you
letting this life pass you by?
You see, this lady could have
stayed home, and justly so,
after receiving chemo treatments, losing her hair and
probably not feeling well. Yet,
she decided she was going to
live her life while she had
today. I believe this lady knew
there was no promise of tomorrow on this earth, so all she
had was today. By making a
decision to live her life to the
fullest, she touched the life of
Garth Brooks (who later did an
interview with her on
Entertainment Tonight) and
thousands of people all over
the world. You and I should do
the same. Each day of our life
we should live it to the fullest
for our Lord. Let nothing deter
us from fulfilling our dreams,
making a difference in the lives
of others and being passionate
about every moment of every
day. Let me close with these
words.

We as Christians
have the promise of eternal
life with our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, the
very moment we believed in
him and placed our trust in
him. We are assured of
heaven as if we were
already there. With that
promise, which no one can
ever take away from us, we
should live our life now free
of worries and concerns.
Our desire should be,
“Heaven can Wait,” until
the Lord is done doing
amazing things in my life
now. I do look forward to
seeing my Jesus one day
and spending eternity with
him, but I don’t want to
miss anything he has for me
now.
Church, TODAY IS THE
DAY, the Lord has made.
What are you going to do
with it?
Blessings,
Pastor Buddy

FOOD FOR THOUGHT….
Thoughts Surrounding Paul
Paul, an apostle of Jesus
Christ by the will of God, to the
saints which are at … This
opening should be familiar to
anyone that has read past the
gospels of the New Testament.
It is a common opening Paul
uses to reach out to the churches
he has had association with.
To understand the true
significance of Paul’s statement,
though, we have to look closely
at Paul’s life. From an early
age (possibly around 12 or 13),
Paul, then known as Saul, had
been under the education of the
Rabbi Gamaliel, learning scripture and studying under Jewish
experts until the scripture and
interpretation was memorized
and entwined in their minds and
life.
Saul excelled in his
studies, and soon found himself
in Jerusalem fervently standing
upon his personal beliefs that
Christians were contrary to the
law, and enemies to the church.
He defended the law against
what was perceived to be false
teachings of the Christians, even
to the point of killing those
Christians. Saul stood by and
watched as Stephen was stoned;
with the clothing of those
stoning Stephen laid at his feet.
Even though Saul was highly
educated, well versed in
scripture, tutored by one of the
most noted Rabbis of the time,
and had risen in the ranks of the
Jewish church to the Sanhedrin,
Saul was still as lost as could be.
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While extremely educated, he
did not have a personal relationship with the Savior.
This all changed when
Saul was traveling on a mission
to destroy Christianity. On the
road to Damascus, Saul personally met Christ and his life was
completely changed! From that
time on, Saul (now Paul) was
just as enthusiastic to spread his
love of Christ, as he was trying
to destroy the Christians earlier.
Paul became a mentor to
churches during his journeys.
While traveling, Paul would
write letters; some giving thanks
and encouragement “I thank my
God upon every remembrance
of you, Always in every prayer
of mine for you all making request with joy.” Other letters
were corrective in nature, “Now
I beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same
judgment.” But in all letters,
Paul chose to uplift and build
the church in a Godly, biblical
example. But it leaves one to
imagine, what would Paul write
to our church today…would we
see the words of encouragement
as written in Romans 1:5 “By
whom we have received grace
and apostleship, for obedience
to the faith among all nations,

for his name” or Ephesians 1:1
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ
by the will of God, to the saints
which are at Ephesus, and to the
faithful in Christ Jesus”. Or
would we receive corrective discipline such as in Galatians 1:6
“ I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel” or 1 Corinthians 1:10 “Now I beseech you,
brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”
It is my prayer we would
hear the words describing the
Colosse church “To the saints
and faithful brethren in
Christ”…what are your prayers
for our church?
Scott Jerrell, Deacon

Thomas Village Baptist Church

Sunday School
Perfect Attendance

MEN

May 2015
Paul Arwood
Roy Baker
Joe Carter
Jimmy Edwards
Rick Holland
Kent Lawson
Keith Roach

SINGLE YOUNG ADULTS

None

YOUTH

Santana Adams
Frank Pennington
Connie Smith
Emily Ward

LIFE LESSONS

Anna Carter
Sharon Collier
Mardi Stewart
Carolyn Tomlinson
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Sunday School
Perfect Attendance

PAIRS & SPARES

May 2015
Pauline Berry
Larry Collier
Phillip Smith
Tommy Tester
Wanda Tester

WOMEN

Debbie Aistrop
Linda Arwood
Marion Arwood
Donna Brown
Betty Carter
Janette Carter
Mozelle Carter
Yvonne Edwards
Sabrina Holland
Sharon Holland

YOUNG COUPLES

Amy Hass
Jeff Hass
Jeff Miller
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12-Jun

Michael & Valerie Hammonds

16-Jun

Scott & Allison

Jerrell

23-Jun

Keith & Jessica

Roach

26-Jun

Ron & Carol

Edwards

8-Jul

Scott & Susan

Carter

11-Jul

Otis & Lynn

Bowen

13-Jul

Jimmy & Yvonne Edwards

16-Jul

Larry & Patty

Prevatte

18-Jul

Dwight & Kathy

Pierson

25-Jul

Jamie & Kristie

Carter

25-Jul

John & Glenda

Osborne

26-Jul

Robert & Robyn Chapman

26-Jul

Frank & Melissa

Pennington

5-Jun
8-Jun

Ken
Candice

Flanary
Collier

10-Jul

Fleda

Kern

12-Jul

Pete

Chambers

9-Jun
10-Jun

Heather
Jasmine

Osborne
Carter

14-Jul

Shasta

Addison

16-Jul

Brandon

Addison

10-Jun
11-Jun

Keith
Danny

Roach
Rhoton

21-Jul

Catherine

Ward

25-Jul

Wendy

Chambers

15-Jun

Bruce

Bishop

26-Jul

Melissa

Pennington

16-Jun
18-Jun
18-Jun

Susan
Wayne
Santana

Carter
Bledsoe
Adams

26-Jul

Dennis

Stanley

28-Jul

Dustin

Pierson

20-Jun
21-Jun

Brenda
Judy

Walsworth
Legg

28-Jul

Susan

Qualls

29-Jul

Chet

Wheeler

21-Jun
22-Jun

Kristin
April

Smith
Stapleton

30-Jul

Marlene

Swanson

31-Jul

Jane

Carter

24-Jun

Janey

Osborne

31-Jul

Lottie

Johnson

30-Jun

Ron

Edwards

31-Jul

Ruby

Keck
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Will You Walk By Faith?
Ephesians 3:12 In him and
through faith in him we may
approach God with freedom
and confidence. 13 I ask you,
therefore, not to be discouraged
because of my sufferings for
you, which are your glory.
I recently heard a pastor
say that our disappointments are
his (God’s) appointments. That
sounds great when you think
about the big picture but when
you’re going through a
disappointment, it sure doesn’t
seem like anyplace you want to
be does it? Part of learning to
walk in God’s will is learning to
accept the fact that someone
much bigger than yourself has
the plan. I believe that all of us
want to be in charge of our lives
and want to direct our paths
because we know ourselves
better than anyone and we truly
believe that every step we take
and decision we make is for the
greater good. But according to
his plan, we have to give everything over to him, let the Lord
guide our steps, and then hang
on for the most amazing ride.
We must learn to take each step
one step at a time. Not even one
day at a time. If we start out too
big we’re sure to fail and get
discouraged. And even if we’re
careful, we’re going to fail some
days anyway. But we must
always remember that this
worldly walk we’re in with the
Lord is not about us. I think all
of us are selfish to some extent
but we have to get ourselves to
the point that we consistently
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think about his will for our lives
and adjust our lives to fit it. It
will be a continual process, and
a slow and long one. But each
and every day that we adjust
ourselves a little more, and then
a little more, he will start showing us the most amazing things.
We will start experiencing those
amazing gifts that only he can
give us. We will start feeling
much more satisfied in just
knowing that we are following
his lead instead of doing our
thing.

we need to be.
When you
believe that nothing significant
can happen through you, you
have said more about your
belief in God than you have said
about yourself. I don’t know
about you but I desperately need
and want to believe that something wonderful can happen
through God in my life. I don’t
want to be one of those people
that wake up one day and realize
that too much time has passed
and I’m no longer physically or
mentally able to do God’s work.

You cannot stay the way
Let’s be willing vessels
you are and go with God. Isn’t and open ourselves up to him
that the most amazing state- and his will for us. Have Faith.
ment? This doesn’t mean that
we are bad people and that
Love from our Lord, Janey
we’re not working for the Lord.
But what this means is that
we’re all born into sin and have
that sinful nature. Even after
we’re saved, we have those tendencies to step outside those
boundaries he sets for us and go
astray. That’s why we need to
strive to make the changes we
need to so we can enjoy all of
the wonderful gifts he has for
us. It’s free to us and it’s freely
given!
So are you willing to
walk more by Faith, and not by
sight? We tend to gravitate to
those things that we can see and
touch. That makes everything
seem real to us doesn’t it? But
the Lord wants us to walk by
Faith. When we do that, then
we are expressing to him that he
has total control. That’s where

Thomas Village Baptist Church

Vacation Bible School

June 21st-26th , 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Take the journey! VBS will take your kids to uncharted territory where they will begin to
understand that obedience to God can lead them beyond the expected. So, toss the map, stick close to
your guide, and prepare to listen for God’s direction in this journey that is unknown to us, but known
by Him.
VBS Motto: This is the way. Walk in it.
VBS Scripture: Isaiah 30:21
And whenever you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear this command behind you: “This
is the way. Walk in it.” (HCSB)
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Senior News

On June 5th the seniors at TVBC enjoyed a delicious dinner at Smokin’ Pig in Gate
city and then traveled to Hiltons, Virginia to Carter Fold to see the Barter play
“Keeping in on the Sunny Side. The play describes the life a music of the Carter
Family. The event was well represented and enjoyed by all who attended.
Tentative date for Farmer's Daughter, Saturday, August 8th.
If you are interested in attending Fall Jubilee in Gatlinburg on Sept 21(mon)-Sept 23
(Wed) please let me know.
Peggy Stanley, Senior Activities Director

Disclaimer:
Every effort is made to ensure that all submitted articles, pictures, items, etc. are included in the newsletter. Any omission or reporting
errors are unintentional. Please let me know if there are errors or omissions that need to be corrected and it will appear in the next issue.
Thank you.
Melissa Pennington, Editor

mdpenn276@gmail.com or text 423-579-2921

CONTACT US:
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

CHURCH PHONE:
276-431-4101

SUNDAY
Sunday School

WEB PAGE:
www.thomasvillagebaptistchurch.org
CONTACT PASTOR BUDDY:

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship

6:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Email:
buddyosborne@charter.net
Address:

Bible Study

7:00 p.m.

Youth Group

7:00 p.m.

(Grades 8-12)

5650 Orebank Road

Children’s Group

Kingsport, TN 37664

(K-7)
Mobile:
423-306-1999

DEACONS
Paul Arwood

431-2666

Otis Bowen

431-2622

Scott Jerrell

940-1261

Kay Jessee

431-2751

Frank Pennington

Phillip Smith

9:45 a.m.

423-579-2918

431-2757

7:00 p.m.

